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~ NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN
BAKERSFIELD ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
THE SOUND OF Santelhinag Gelfer
DATE: October 31, 2025
TO: State Clearinghouse, Agencies, Organizations, and Interested Parties
PROJECT: Riverview Market Commercial Project

This Notice of Preparation (NOP) has been prepared to notify agencies, organizations, and
interested parties that the City of Bakersfield (City), as the Lead Agency, will prepare an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
for the Coffee Road Ventures, LLC proposed Riverview Market Commercial Project (GPA File
No. 23-0001) (Project). The City is requesting input from reviewing agencies and the public
regarding the scope and content of the EIR.

The Project site is located in the northwestern portion of the City of Bakersfield (Figure 1, Regional
Map). The Project Site is 46.16 acres which consists of one legal parcel (APN 368-010-05) and is
an undeveloped L-shaped property situated along the south side of Rosedale Highway (CA-
58), north of the railroad tracks, west of Coffee Road, and east of El Toro Viejo Road. The Project
site is zoned M-2 (General Manufacturing) which allows the proposed commercial retail center
use.

The Project involves construction and operation of the Riverview Market, a commercial retail
center, that would encompass 405,531 square feet of total building space. The specific
businesses and/or tenants that would ultimately occupy each of the buildings are not fully
known aft this fime. However, it is assumed that larger anchor building's interior to the Project site
would be occupied by markets, retail uses, storage uses, and a health club. The outer building
pads would be occupied by smaller retail fenants, a medical office, drive-thru, fast casual and
sit-down restaurants, a car wash, and a gas station with 20 dual-sided pumps. Other Project
components include vehicular access and circulation improvements (both on- and off-site);
surface parking areas and drive aisles; pedestrian access and circulation improvements; various
landscape, hardscape, and lighting improvements; green space/park improvements; site and
fenant signage; and infrastructure and utility improvements. Project construction is antficipated
to occur over an approximately 20-month timeframe, commencing in early 2026 and ending in
late-2027.

The discretionary entitlements, reviews, permits and approvals required to implement the Project
include, but are not necessarily limited to, the following:

e General Plan Amendment (GPA) (of the land use element of the Metropolitan Bakersfield
General Plan (General Plan) from P (Public Facilities) to LI (Light Industrial)

Site Plan Review consistent with the Bakersfield Municipal Code 17.08.140.

Tentative Subdivision Map

Comprehensive Sign Plan

Certification of an Environmental Impact Report

The applications filed with the City of Bakersfield includes the following:



e General Plan Amendment 23-0001 to change the general plan designation from P
(Public Facilities) to LI (Light Industrial).

e Site Plan Review No. 23-0223 for the development of a 46.16-acre commercial retail
development.

Scope of the EIR: In accordance with CEQA, the City requests that agencies review the
description of the Project provided in this NOP and provide comments or guidance on the
scope of environmental issues related to the statutory responsibilities of the Lead Agency. The
EIR will be used by the City when considering the Project for approval and by other Responsible
and Trustee Agencies to support their discretionary actions related to the Project, as applicable.
The City is also seeking comments from residents, property owners, and other interested parties
regarding issues they believe should be addressed in the EIR. A regional map, local vicinity map,
and site plan are attached.

Potential Environmental Impacts: The Draft EIR will examine potential environmental impacts
generated by the project in relation to the following Environmental Analysis categories:
Aesthetics, Agricultural and Forest Resources, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural
Resources, Energy, Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and Hazardous
Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Mineral Resources, Noise,
Population and Housing, Public Services, Recreation, Transportation, Tribal Cultural Resources,
Utilities and Service Systems, and Wildfire.

The EIR will assess the effects of the Project on the environment, identify potentially significant
impacts, identify feasible mitigation measures to reduce or eliminate potentially significant
environmental impacts, and discuss potentially feasible alternatives to the Project that may
accomplish basic objectives while lessening or eliminating any potentially significant Project-
related impacts.

The Notice of Preparation is available on the City’'s website at the following URL:
https://www.bakersfieldcity.us/279/Environmental-Documents

Opportunity for Public Review and Comment: The issuance of this NOP triggers a 32-day public
scoping period. The scoping period begins on October 31, 2025, and ends on December 1,
2025. Comments may be sent to the City at any time during the 32-day public scoping period.
Please focus your comments on issues related to the scope and content of the environmental
analysis that will be included in the EIR. All scoping comments must be received by the City or
postmarked by December 1, 2025. Due to the time limits mandated by state law, the City
recommends that your feedback is provided at the earliest possible date but not provided later
than 32 days after the date of this notice. Trustee Agencies and Responsible agencies are asked
fo identify their statutory authorities pertaining to the Project. If applicable, please include the
name and contact information of a contact person for your agency. Direct all comments to:

City of Bakersfield
Development Services Department — Planning Division
Atin: Ashley Knight, Assistant Planner
1715 Chester Avenue, 2nd Floor
Bakersfield, CA 93301



An EIR public scoping meeting for the Project will be noticed separately. Comments may also
be emailed to aknight@bakersfieldcity.us

Attachments:

Figure 1 - Regional Map

Figure 2 - Local Vicinity Map
Figure 3 - Conceptual Site Plan
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FIGURE 1: Regional Location Map
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Introductions

< Lead Agency: City of Bakersfield

Riverview Market

+ Roque Nino, Principal Planner

CommerCIaI + Ashley Knight, Assistant Planner
\ Project
) . < EIR Preparer: Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc.
P Environmental Impact Report (EIR) . Jessia Barkley, Projoct Manager
Scoping Meeting '

November 20, 2025

Kimley»Horn

Riverview Market Commercial Project Overview

Riverview Market Commercial Project Overview
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Riverview Market Commercial Project Overview

* The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) is required for discretionary

approvals

« Purpose is to inform decision makers and the public of potential effects of project

approval

« Identify ways to avoid or reduce environmental impacts
« Define and analyze alternatives; and
« Foster inter-agency coordination and public review/participation

CEQA Process

Purpose of an EIR

Shares information with the public regarding a project’s potential impacts
Identifies mitigation and ways to avoid/reduce impacts

Analyzes alternatives to the proposed project

Fosters interagency coordination and public review

Provides a comprehensive environmental document that serves as a guiding tool
for decision makers

Based on the NOP, the following topics will be addressed

in the Project EIR:

Aesthetics

Agriculture and Forestry

Air Quality

Biological Resources

Cultural Resources

Energy

Geology and Soils

Greenhouse Gas Emissions
Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Hydrology and Water Quality

EIR Topics

Land Use and Planning
Mineral Resources

Noise

Population and Housing
Public Services

Recreation

Transportation / VMT

Tribal Cultural Resources
Utilities and Service Systems
Wildfire
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Purpose of a Scoping Meeting

Presents the project and environmental process

« Provides an opportunity for public input (A scoping meeting is not the only
opportunity for input)

* Public comments from the Notice of Preparation public review period and
scoping meeting help inform the scope, focus, and content of the upcoming EIR.

* No decision is being made on the project tonight

Environmental Review Process

Prepare/Distribute Notice of Preparation _»‘ Prepare Final EIR including Responses

(30-day review ends December 1, 2025) H to Comments
H
H
H

i\( Scoping Meeting H Planning Commission

November 20, 2025 H

Prepare EIR H City Council
Winter 2025 through Spring 2026 H
Public & Agency’ H

w of Revised Draft EIR nat File Notice of Determination
y review period in Summer 2026
[ = opportunities for public Input ¢ = Wo are hore n the process

Four Ways to Submit Comments By December 1, 2025

= Submit written comments at this meeting

Speak at the podium

» By email: aknight@bakersfieldcity.us

* By mail: Attn: Ashley Knight, Assistant Planner
1715 Chester Avenue, 2nd Floor
Bakersfield, CA 93301

REMINDER: Comments should be focused on the scope and content of the
environmental information to be included in the Environmental Impact Report (EIR).

11
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Thank you
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NAHC HEADQUARTERS
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West Sacramento,
California 95691

(216) 373-3710

nahcanahc.ca.gov

STATE OF CALIFORNIA Gavin Newsom, Governor
NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

October 31, 2025

Ashley Knight

City of Bakersfield
1715 Chester Ave
29 Floor

Bakersfield CA 93301

Re 2025101507 Riverview Market Commercial Project, Kern County
Dear Ms. Knight:

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) has received the Notice of Preparation
(NOP), Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) or Early Consultation for the project
referenced above. The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Pub. Resources Code
§21000 et seq.), specifically Public Resources Code §21084.1, states that project that may
cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource, is a project that
may have a significant effect on the environment. (Pub. Resources Code § 21084.1; Cal. Code
Regs., tit.14, §15064.5 (b) (CEQA Guidelines § 15064.5 (b)). If there is substantial evidence, in
light of the whole record before a lead agency, that a project may have a significant effect on
the environment, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) shall be prepared. (Pub. Resources
Code §21080 (d); Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 5064 subd.(a)(1) (CEQA Guidelines §15064 (a)(1)).
In order to determine whether a project will cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource, a lead agency will need to determine whether there are
historical resources within the area of potential effect (APE).

CEQA was amended significantly in 2014. Assembly Bill 52 (Gatto, Chapter 532, Statutes of
2014) (AB 52) amended CEQA to create a separate category of cultural resources, “tribal
cultural resources” (Pub. Resources Code §21074) and provides that a project with an effect
that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource is
a project that may have a significant effect on the environment. (Pub. Resources Code
§21084.2). Public agencies shall, when feasible, avoid damaging effects to any tribal cultural
resource. (Pub. Resources Code §21084.3 (a)). AB 52 applies to any project for which a notice
of preparation, a notice of negative declaration, or a mitigated negative declaration is filed on
or after July 1, 2015. If your project involves the adoption of or amendment to a general plan or
a specific plan, or the designation or proposed designation of open space, on or afterMarch 1,
2005, it may also be subject to Senate Bill 18 (Burton, Chapter 905, Statutes of 2004) (SB 18).

Both SB 18 and AB 52 have tribal consultation requirements. If your project is also subject to the
federal National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. § 4321 et seq.) (NEPA), the tribal
consultation requirements of Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (154
U.S.C. 300101, 36 C.F.R. §800 et seq.) may also apply.

The NAHC recommends consultation with California Native American tribes that are
traditionally and culturally affiiated with the geographic area of your proposed project as early
as possible in order to avoid inadvertent discoveries of Native American human remains and
best protect tribal cultural resources. Below is a brief summary of portions of AB 52 and SB 18 as
well as the NAHC's recommendations for conducting cultural resources assessments.

Consult your legal counsel about compliance with AB 52 and SB 18 as well as compliance with
any other applicable laws.
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AB 52

AB 52 has added to CEQA the additional requirements listed below, along with many other requirements:

1. Fourteen Day Period to Provide Notice of Completion of an Application/Decision to Undertake a Project:
Within fourteen (14} days of determining that an application for a project is complete or of a decision by a public
agency to undertake a project, alead agency shall provide formal notification o a designated contact of, or
tribal representative of, traditionally and culturally affiiated California Native American tribes that have
requested notice, to be accomplished by at least one written notice that includes:

a. A brief description of the project.

b. The lead agency contact information.

¢. Notification that the California Native American tribe has 30 days to request consultation. [Pub.

Resources Code §21080.3.1 (d)).

d. A “Cdlifornia Native American tribe” is defined as a Native American tribe located in Califormnia that is

on the contact list maintained by the NAHC for the purposes of Chapter 905 of Statutes of 2004 (SB 18).

{(Pub. Resources Code §21073).

2. Begin Consultation Within 30 Days of Receiving a Tribe's Request for Consuliation and Before Releasing a
Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration, or Environmental Impact Report: A lead agency shall
begin the consultation process within 30 days of receiving a request for consultation from a California Native
American tribe that is fraditionally and culturally offiliated with the geographic area of the proposed project.
(Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.1, subds. (d) and (e)) and prior to the release of a negative declaration,
mitigated negative declaration or Environmental Impact Report. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.1(b}).

a. For purposes of AB 52, "consultation shall have the same meaning as provided in Gov. Code §65352.4

{SB 18). (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.1 (b)).

3. Mandatory Topics of Consultation If Requested by a Tribe: The following topics of consultation, if a fribe
requests to discuss them, are mandatory topics of consultation:

a. Alternatives to the project.

b. Recommended mitigation measures.

c. Significant effects. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 (a)).

4. Discretionary Topics of Consultation: The following topics are discretionary topics of consultation:
a. Type of environmental review necessary.
b. Significance of the tribal cultural resources,
¢. Significance of the project’s impacts on tibal cultural resources.
d. If necessary, project alternatives or appropriate measures for preservation or mitigation that the tribe
may recommend fo the lead agency. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 (a)).

5. Confidentiglity of Information Submitted by a Tribe During the Environmental Review Process: With some
exceptions, any information, including but not fimited to, the location, description, and use of tribal cultural
resources submitted by a California Native American tribe during the environmental review process shall not be
included in the environmental document or otherwise disclosed by the lead agency or any other public agency
to the public, consistent with Government Code §6254 (r) and §6254.10. Any information submitted by a
California Native American fribe during the consulfation or environmental review process shall be published in a
confidential appendix to the environmental document unless the tibe that provided the information consents, in
writing, to the disclosure of some or all of the information to the public. (Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (c}{1}).

6. Discussion of Impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources in the Environmental Document: i a project may have a
significant impact on a tribal cultural resource, the lead agency's environmental document shall discuss both of
the following:
a. Whether the proposed project has a significant impact on an identified tribal cultural resource.
b. Whether feasible alternatives or mitigation measures, including those measures that may be agreed
to pursuant to Public Resources Code §21082.3, subdivision (a), avoid or substantially lessen the impact on
the identified tribal cultural rescurce. (Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 {b)}.
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	Appendix A: NOP and NOP Comments

