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State of California - The Resources Agency Primary# _P_-I_3_-0_0_8_68_2 _____________ ---i 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI# 
LINEAR FEATURE RECORD Trinomial# CA-lMP-8 I66 

Page 18 of 27 *Resource Name or# (Assigned by recorder) Niland to Calexico RR ------------------

L 1. Historic and/or Common Name: Southern Pacific Railroad (Imperial and Gulf Branch) 
L2a. Portion Described: [8J Entire Resource D Segment D Point Observation D 

Designation: 
b. Location of point or segment: (Provide UTM coordinates, legal description, and any other useful locational data. Show the area that 
has been field inspected on a Location Map) 

L3. Description: (Describe construction details, materials and artifacts found at this segmenUpoint. Provide plans/sections as appropriate.) 
A standard gauge track on a gravel base. The Southern Pacific Company was petitioned by the people of Imperial Valley to 
construct a branch line running through the Valley from the main line. When the Southern pacific failed to get construction of the 
branch underway promptly, local citizens purchased right of way and materials with the intention of doing the job themselves. This 
brought immediate action from the Southern Pacific. By February 1903, the branch line had been completed from Old Beach (now 
Niland) southerly to Imperial. By January 1904 it had been extended on to Calexico. (see continuation) 
L4. Dimensions: (In feet for historic features and 

meters for prehistoric features.) 
a. Top Width 
b. Bottom Width 
c. Height or Depth 
d. Length of Segment _6_5_k_m ___ _ 

LS. Associated Resources: 
P-13-007699 CA-IMP-7594H Railroad 
buildings in Calexico 

L4e. Sketch of Cross-Section (include scale) Facing: 

LG . Setting: (Describe natural features, landscape characteristics, slope, etc., as appropriate.) 
The tracks rise approximately 125 feet in elevation from Niland to Calexico over a 65-km distance. Most of the line crosses 
agricultural fields. When originally constructed some lands were still natural desert lake bottom. 
L7. Integrity Considerations: 
Aside from routine maintenance the line is in the same location as when constructed in 1903-04. 

L8a. Photograph, Map or Drawing 

SEE PHOTO PAGE 

DPR 523E (1 /95) 

L8b. Description of Photo, Map, 
or Drawing (View, scale, etc.) 

See photo page 

L9. Remarks: 

L 10. Form Prepared by: (Name, 
affiliation, and address) 
Karen M. Collins 
IVC Desert Museum 

L 11 . Date: June 11 , 2003 



Primary# 
HRI# 

P- I3-008682 State of California - The Resources Agency 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial# CA-IMP-8I 66 

Page 19 of 27 *Resource Name or# (Assigned by recorder) _N_i_la_n_d_to_C_a_le_x_ic_o_R_R _ ______ _ 

P2b. N iland 1956 
Westmorland 1956 
Brawley 1957 
El Centro 1957 
Heber 
Calexico 

1957 photo revised 1976 
1957 

The track passes through these sections 
T I IS, R 14E Sec 34, 27 , 22 , 15, 10, 3 
T I2S, R I4E Sec 34, 27, 22, 15, 10, 3 
T 13S, R 14E Sec 33, 28, 2 1, 22, 15, 10, 3 
T 14S. R I4E Sec 3 1, 30, 29, 20, 17, 8, 5, 4 
T l 5S, R l 4E Sec 32, 31 , 30, 19, 18, 7, 6 
T l6S. R l 4E Sec 33, 28, 2 1, 16, 17, 8. 5 
T I7S. R I4E Sec 14, 11, 3, 2 

P2d. North UTM 
South UTM 

639 120 East 
641075 East 

3678620 North N AO 27 
3614965 North N AO 27 

A 11 . line running through the Valley from the main line. When the Southern pacific failed to get construction of the branch 
underway promptly, local citizens purchased right of way and materials with the intention of doing the job themselves. This 
brought immediate action from the Southern Pacific. By February 1903, the branch line had been completed from Old Beach 
(now Niland) southerly to Imperial. By January 1904 it had been extended on to Calexico. The line is still in use transporting 
goods from Mexico and Imperial county to the rest of the US. 

The Southern Pacific planned to extend the line from Calexico in a loop through Lower California, Mexico and back into the 
United States near Hanlon Heading, connecting with the main line a few miles west of Yuma, Arizona. The proposed line had 
been completed from Calexico-Mexicali to Cocupah, some fifteen miles when the 1905 break occurred. This portion of the 
Southern Pacific line in Lower California was completed in 1909 and is known as the Inter-California Railroad. 

L3. City of Calex ico - major siding, station, UC customs, crosses US/Mexico border, crosses All American Canal 
approximately½ mile no11hwest of city 

Town of Heber - major siding 

Ci ty of El Centro - major siding. connection with AZ & San Diego RR, connection with line from Holtville, train 
station with three associated buildings and platform (P-I 3-008322) 

City of Imperial - major siding and platforms 
City of Brawley - major sidings, crosses A la mo Ri ver at Tl 3s, R I 4E sec 3 
Town of Calipatria - sidings and platforms 
Town of Niland - sidings and platforms, meets main line of Southern Paci fic to New Orleans, Los Angeles and 

Sacramento 

This line is now used only for commercial traffic. Passenger service is no longer offered. 

•Recorded by Karen M. Collins *Date June 13, 2003 [;8J Continuation O Update 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required Information 
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Southern Pacific rail line faceing 
north 

Standing east side of track at 
Horn Road 

El Centro June 13,2003 
Olympus didgital camera 

Southern Pacific rail line faceing 
north 

Standing east side of track at 
Main Street 

El Centro June 13,2003 
Olympus didgital camera 

P- L3 - 008682 CA-I~..P-8 L66 

Southern Pacific rail line faceing 
south 

Standing east side of track at 
Horn Road 

El Centro June 13,2003 
Olympus didgital camera 
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DPR 523L (9/2013 

State of California - The Resources Agency  Primary# P-13-012243  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #     
       Trinomial  

CONTINUATION SHEET     

Property Name: __Central Main Canal_____________________________________________________________________ 
Page __1___ of __3___ 

The Central Main Canal is a major distribution canal that channels water throughout Imperial County. 
The linear feature branches from the All-American Canal, located northeast of Calexico. The canal runs 
roughly northwest for approximately 27 miles (43.5 kilometers) and drains into the New River. An 
approximately 3-mile (4.8 kilometer) long segment of the canal was recorded in PaleoWest’s 2023 study 
(Clark and Severen 2023). The Central Main Canal in this area ranges from approximately 80 to 100 feet 
in width and is contained within sloped earthen backs that are flanked by a mixture of dirt and paved 
access roads. Dense, low vegetation lines the areas of the banks nearest to the flowing water.  

The exact date of the canal construction is not known; however, historical maps indicate that the canal 
was in operation by the early 1900s (USGS 1907). An elevation of significance identified that the Central 
Main Canal is eligible under CRHR Criterion 1 due to its association with historical events that have 
significantly contributed to the broad patters of California’s history (Clark and Severen 2023).  

In October2023, Chronicle Heritage revisited the Central Main Canal located west of Dogwood in the 
southern extent of Township 16 South, Range 14 East, Section 32 for the Heber 1 Solar Project (Clark 
and Torres 2024). This survey revisited portions of the canal that intersect Dogwood Road and Pfizer 
(Ware) Road with no noted changes in the canal observed since PaleoWest’s 2023 recordation. 

In May 2025, Catalyst Environmental Solutions conducted a survey for the proposed ORMAT Heber 1 
Parasitic Solar Project. The three interconnection alignments intersect the Central Main Canal in three 
separate sections of this resource. Optional Routes 1 and 2 intersect the Central Main Canal east of 
Dogwood Road at the intersection of Ware Road and Willoughby Road. Optional Route 3 intersects the 
Central Main Canal where Dogwood Road intersects with Willoughby Road. 

The Central Main Canal at each intersecting location is approximately 100 feet in width and is 
characterized by sloped earthen banks flanked on each side by unimproved roads. Catalyst observed no 
changes in the condition of the resources since Chronicle Heritage documented the resource in October 
2023 and reported in 2024 (Clark and Torres 2024; Tipton 2025). 

Reference: Tipton. Katherine (2025) Cultural Resource Report for the ORMAT Heber 1 Parasitic Solar 
Project, Imperial County, California. Report prepared by Catalyst Environmental Solutions, Santa Monica, 
California. 

Clark, Tiffany, and Scott Torres (2024) Cultural Resource Assessment for the Ormat Heber 1 Solar 
Project, Imperial County, California. Report prepared by Chronicle Heritage, Arcadia, California. 

Clark, Tiffany, and Gena Severen (2023) Cultural Resources Assessment for the Dogwood Geothermal 
Energy Project, Dogwood Solar, and Heber 2 Solar Facilities, Imperial County, California. Report 
prepared by Catalyst Environmental Solutions by PaleoWest, Monrovia, California. 
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Overview of the Central Main Canal. View to the west-northwest 

 

Overview of Optional Route 1 crossing Central Main Canal. View to the west. 
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Overview from Route 2 crossing at Central Main Canal. View to the north. 

 

Overview of Route 3 crossing at Central Main Canal. View to the northwest. 
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State of California - The Resources Agency  Primary#   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #     
       Trinomial  

CONTINUATION SHEET     

Property Name: __ 602 Dogwood Road_____________________________________________________________________ 
Page __3__ of __3___ 

 
Overview of the parcel at 602 Dogwood Road. View to the northeast. 

 

Overview of the parcel at 602 Dogwood Road. View to the south-southeast. 
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