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Table 8 

Existing Noise Levels in the Vicinity of the Project Site 
 

Noise Monitoring Locations Primary Noise Sources 
Noise Levels [dBA] 

Leq Lmin Lmax 
1. Residences to the north Vehicle Traffic, Neighborhood Activity 57.6 38.9 81.4 

2. Church/ Residences to the south Vehicle Traffic, Neighborhood Activity 62.8 53.1 77.1 

3. Residences to the west Vehicle Traffic, Neighborhood Activity 59.4 49.9 79.9 
   
Source: Impact Sciences, Inc., August 2023. See Appendix E, Noise and Vibration Technical Data. 

 

Construction Impacts 

Construction of the Project would require the use of heavy equipment for demolition, grading/site 

preparation, installation of utilities, building fabrication, paving, and finishing. Construction activities 

could also involve the use of smaller power tools, generators, and other sources of noise. During each stage 

of construction, several types of equipment could potentially be operating concurrently, such as graders, 

tractors, dozers, and concrete saws. Noise levels would vary based on the amount of equipment in 

operation and the location of the activity. The FHWA RCNM has compiled data regarding the noise-

generating characteristics of specific types of construction equipment and typical construction activities. 

With the use of the RCNM, as detailed in Appendix E of this report,60 the construction noise levels 

forecasted for the nearest sensitive receptors are presented in Table 9, Estimated Exterior Construction 

Noise at Sensitive Receptors. The nearest noise-sensitive receptors to the Project Site include single-family 

residences (adjacent to the west of the Project Site and 56 feet north across Hill Street), Full Life Christian 

Assembly (adjacent to the east of the Project Site), and the Oxnard All Nations Seventh-day Adventist 

Church (approximately 50 feet south). These distances are representative of the distance from the edge of 

the existing Project Site’s property line to the property line of the nearby sensitive receptors; while the 

Project would include construction activities up to the adjacent property lines, consistent with FTA 

methodology, noise calculations are based on distances from the center of the site to the receptors, as shown 

in Table 9, below. 

Noise levels would diminish notably with distance from the construction site at a rate of 6 dBA per 

doubling of distance since noise from stationary or point sources is reduced by about 6 dBA for every 

 
60  Project construction noise levels were calculated based on the Project’s anticipated mix of construction 

equipment with the FHWA RCNM Version 1.1. 
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doubling of distance at acoustically “hard” locations.61 For example, a noise level of 86 dBA Leq measured 

at 50 feet from the noise source to the receptor would decline to 80 dBA Leq at 100 feet from the source to 

the receptor and fall by another 6 dBA Leq to 74 dBA Leq at 200 feet from the source to the receptor. These 

noise attenuation rates assume a flat and unobstructed distance between the noise generator and the 

receptor. Intervening structures and vegetation would further attenuate (reduce) the noise. Furthermore, 

it should be noted that increases in noise levels at sensitive receptors during construction would be 

intermittent and temporary and would not generate continuously high noise levels.  

 
Table 9 

Estimated Exterior Construction Noise at Sensitive Receptors 
 

Sensitive Receptors 

Distance to 
Project Site (feet)a 

Estimated Peak 
Construction Noise 

Levels  
[dBALeq] 

Exceed FTA 90 
dBA 1-Hour Leq 

Criteria? 
1. Single Family Residences - west 104 78.1 No 

2. Single Family Residences - north 198 74.5 No 

3. Full Life Christian Assembly - east 72 83.3 No 

4. Oxnard All Nations Seventh-day Adventist - south 203 74.3 No 

   

Source: Appendix E, Noise and Vibration Data. 
a While the project would include construction activities up to the adjacent property lines, consistent with Federal Transit Administration 
(FTA) methodology, these calculations are based on distances from the center of the site to the receptors. 

 

While the sensitive receptors located in proximity to the Project Site would experience an increase in 

construction-related noise levels, the City does not have specific limitations on construction noise levels. 

Instead, construction noise is regulated by limiting construction activity to the less noise-sensitive daytime 

hours. Specifically, Project construction and other noise-generating activities would occur at the Project Site 

between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M. on weekdays, including Saturday, in accordance with Section 

7-188 of the Oxnard Municipal Code.62  

As the City permits construction-related noise to occur during these hours, the Project’s construction-

related noise impacts would be less than significant. Project construction would not occur during restricted 

periods, and thus, the Project would be consistent with the criteria set forth in the City Code. Nevertheless, 

this analysis also uses the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA’s) general assessment construction noise 
 

61  An acoustically “hard” location is in reference to the area between the noise source and the receptor is a material 
such as asphalt, concrete, or other solid materials. 

62  City of Oxnard, City of Oxnard Municipal Code – Section 7-188: Exemptions for Specified Activities. Available online 
at: https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/oxnard/latest/oxnard_ca/0-0-0-68664, accessed January 16, 2025. 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/oxnard/latest/oxnard_ca/0-0-0-68664


III. Environmental Initial Study Checklist and Impact Analysis 

Impact Sciences, Inc 78 Oxnard Fire Station 3 Project Draft IS/MND 
1506.002  October 2025 

criteria of 90 dBA Leq (1-hour) to illustrate potential construction noise increases.63 This approach is also 

consistent with many jurisdictions within the State, including Beverly Hills, Fresno, Pasadena, and 

Caltrans, which use absolute (fixed) construction noise thresholds.64 While construction activity would 

increase noise levels in the vicinity of the Project Site (see Table 9), the Project’s construction activities 

would not exceed the FTA’s general construction noise criteria of 90 dBA Leq (1-hour) at any sensitive 

receptors. As such, construction noise impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is required. 

Furthermore, to the extent feasible, the Project would implement construction noise reduction techniques 

in accordance with the Construction Equipment Source Noise Reduction Methods of the County of Ventura 

Construction Noise Threshold Criteria and Control Plan. Specifically, the equipment noise reduction 

methods of the County Construction Noise Threshold Criteria and Control Plan state the following: 

1. Minimize the use of impact devices, such as jackhammers, pavement breakers, and hoe rams. 
Where possible, use concrete crushers or pavement saws rather than hoe rams for tasks such as 
concrete or asphalt demolition and removal.  

2. Pneumatic impact tools and equipment used at the construction site shall have intake and 
exhaust mufflers recommended by the manufacturers thereof, to meet relevant noise limitations.  

3. Provide impact noise producing equipment, i.e. jackhammers and pavement breaker(s), with 
noise attenuating shields, shrouds or portable barriers or enclosures, to reduce operating noise. 

4. Line or cover hoppers, conveyor transfer points, storage bins, and chutes with sound deadening 
material (e.g., apply wood or rubber liners to metal bin impact surfaces).  

5. Provide upgraded mufflers, acoustical lining or acoustical paneling for other noisy equipment, 
including internal combustion engines.  

6. Avoid blasting and impact-type pile driving.  
7. Use alternative procedures of construction and select a combination of techniques that generate 

the least overall noise and vibration. Such alternative procedures could include the following:  
a. Use electric welders powered by remote generators. 
b. Mix concrete at non-sensitive off-site locations, instead of on-site.  
c. Erect prefabricated structures instead of constructing buildings on-site.  

8. Use construction equipment manufactured or modified to reduce noise and vibration emissions, 
such as: 
a.  Electric instead of diesel-powered equipment. Ventura County 2040 General Plan Draft 

Environmental Impact Report 4.13-13 Noise and Vibration 
b. Hydraulic tools instead of pneumatic tools. c. Electric saws instead of air- or gasoline-

driven saws.  
9. Turn off idling equipment when not in use for periods longer than 30 minutes.  
10. Operate equipment so as to minimize banging, clattering, buzzing, and other annoying types 

of noises, especially near residential and other noise sensitive areas during the evening and 
nighttime hours.  

 
63  FTA, Transit Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment Manual, Table 7-2(General Assessment Construction Noise 

Criteria), September 2018. 
64  City of Beverly Hills, Municipal Code Section 5-1-205; City of Fresno, Municipal Code Section 10-109; City of 

Pasadena, Municipal Code Chapter 9.36.07; Caltrans, Traffic Noise Analysis Protocol, Chapter 3.2. 
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11. To the extent feasible, configure the construction site in a manner that keeps noisier equipment 
and activities as far as possible from noise sensitive locations and nearby buildings. 

12. All back-up alarms should be disarmed at 8:00 p.m. and not reactivated until 7:00 a.m. on 
weekdays and 9:00 a.m. on weekends and local holidays. Signal persons and strobe lights must 
be used during periods when the back-up alarms are disarmed. 

13. Maximize physical separation, as far as practicable, between noise generators and noise 
receptors. Separation includes following measures: a. Provide enclosures for stationary items 
of equipment and noise barriers around particularly noisy areas at the project site. b. Locate 
stationary equipment to minimize noise and vibration impacts on community. 

14. Minimize noise-intrusive impacts during most noise sensitive hours. 
a. Plan noisier operations during times of highest ambient noise levels. 
b. Turn off idling equipment. d. Phase in start-up and shut-down of project site equipment.  

15. Select truck routes for material delivery and spoils disposal so that noise from heavy-duty trucks 
will have a minimal impact on noise sensitive receptors. Proposed truck haul routes are to be 
submitted to the County Transportation Division for approval.  
a. Conduct truck loading, unloading, and hauling operations so noise and vibration are kept 

to a minimum.  
b. Route construction equipment and vehicles carrying soil, concrete or other materials over 

streets and routes that will cause the least disturbance to residents in the vicinity of 
construction sites and haul roads.  

c. Do not operate haul trucks on streets within 250 feet of school buildings during school 
hours or hospitals and nursing homes at any time, without a variance.  

d. Submit haul routes and staging areas to the County Transportation Division for approval, 
at least 30 days before the required usage date. 

Operational Noise Impacts 

The Project would replace the existing fire station with a new fire station, generating operational noise 

consistent with the existing use. The Project’s potential to result in significant noise impacts from on-site 

operational noise sources is compared to the maximum allowable noise levels permitted by the Oxnard 

Municipal Code. Operational noise would be generated from the operations of the fire station, such as the 

sound of fire engines entering and exiting the facility. According to the Oxnard Municipal Code Section 7-

188(C), any mechanical device, apparatus, or equipment used, related to or connected with emergency 

machinery, vehicle, work, or alarm, provided the sounding of any alarm on any building or motor vehicle 

shall terminate within 30 minutes in any hour of being activated, is exempt from exterior noise limits 

established in Section 7-184 of the Oxnard Municipal Code.65,66 Sirens from the fire engines would not be 

activated for periods longer than 30 minutes. Additionally, Section 7-188(G) of the Oxnard Municipal Code 

exempts noise associated with the maintenance and inspection of emergency machinery, vehicle, work, or 

alarm provided the activities occur between the hours of 7:00 A.M. and 6:00 P.M., Monday through Friday. 
 

65  City of Oxnard, City of Oxnard Municipal Code – Section 7-185: Exterior Sound Standards. Available online at: 
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/oxnard/latest/oxnard_ca/0-0-0-68632, accessed January 16, 2025.  

66  City of Oxnard, City of Oxnard Municipal Code – Section 7-188: Exemptions for Specified Activities. Available online 
at: https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/oxnard/latest/oxnard_ca/0-0-0-68664, accessed January 16, 2025. 

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/oxnard/latest/oxnard_ca/0-0-0-68632
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/oxnard/latest/oxnard_ca/0-0-0-68664
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Operational noise generated by the Project would be consistent with the existing Fire Station No. 3 and 

would not generate noise beyond what the site has consistently produced. Therefore, operational noise 

impacts would be less than significant. 

b. Would the project result in a generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise 
levels? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Less than Significant Impact. The State CEQA Guidelines do not define the levels at which groundborne 

vibration or groundborne noise are considered “excessive.” Thus, in terms of construction-related vibration 

impacts on buildings, the adopted guidelines and recommendations by the FTA to limit groundborne 

vibration based on the age and/or condition of the structures that are located in close proximity to 

construction activity are used in this analysis to evaluate potential groundborne vibration impacts. 

Vibration is often measured in terms of the peak particle velocity (PPV) in inches per second (in/sec) when 

considering impacts on buildings or other structures, as PPV represents the maximum instantaneous peak 

of vibration that can stress buildings. Because it is a representation of acute vibration, PPV is often used to 

measure the temporary impacts of short-term construction activities that could instantaneously damage-

built structures. Construction vibration damage criteria are assessed based on the structural category (e.g., 

reinforced concrete, steel, or timber). Based on the FTA criteria, construction impacts relative to 

groundborne vibration would be considered significant if the following were to occur: 

● Project construction activities would cause a PPV groundborne vibration level to exceed 0.5 inches per 

second at any building that is constructed with reinforced concrete, steel, or timber;  

● Project construction activities would cause a PPV groundborne vibration level to exceed 0.3 inches per 

second at any engineered concrete and masonry buildings; 

● Project construction activities would cause a PPV groundborne vibration level to exceed 0.2 inches per 

second at any non-engineered timber and masonry buildings; or 

● Project construction activities would cause a PPV ground-borne vibration level to exceed 0.12 inches 

per second at any historical building or building that is extremely susceptible to vibration damage. 
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Nearby structures appear to be non-engineered timber and masonry buildings. For the purpose of this 

analysis, the FTA’s 0.2 inch/second threshold for assessing potential damage to nearby structures from the 

utilization of a large bulldozer is applied. The vibration levels at nearby structures are shown below in 

Table 10, Vibration Levels at Off-Site Structures from Project Construction. 

 
Table 10 

Vibration Levels at Off-Site Structures from Project Construction 
 

Sensitive Uses Off-Sitea 
Distance to Project 

Site (ft.) 
Vibration Threshold 

(PPV)  
Estimated PPV 

(in./sec)  
1. Single Family Residences - west Adjacenta 0.2 in/sec 0.191 

2. Single Family Residences - north 56 0.2 in/sec  0.027 

3. Full Life Christian Assembly - east Adjacenta 0.2 in/sec  0.191 

4. Oxnard All Nations Seventh-day Adventist - south 50 0.2 in/sec  0.031 
   

Source: Appendix E, Noise and Vibration Data. 
a  These calculations are based on the distance from the site boundary to the structures, with adjacent structures being 15 feet from the site 
boundary to the structure, utilizing a large bulldozer during construction. 

 

The maximum vibration velocities predicted to occur at the nearest off-site structures would be 0.191 in/sec 

PPV. As shown in Table 10, Project construction vibration levels would not have the potential to exceed 

the 0.2 in/sec threshold established by the FTA. Similar to the temporary construction noise levels discussed 

above, construction activities that generate vibration levels would occur during the permissible hours of 

construction, avoiding the more vibration-sensitive nighttime and Sunday hours. Additionally, many of 

the construction noise reduction techniques identified above would also serve to reduce construction 

vibration levels at sensitive receptors. Therefore, vibration impacts would be less than significant. 

c. For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or the airport land use plan for Oxnard 
Airport or within two miles of Naval Base Ventura County, Point Mugu, would the project expose 
people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

No Impact. The nearest airport to the Project Site is the Oxnard Airport located approximately 1.8 miles 

northwest of the Project Site, and the Project Site is located outside of the Oxnard Airport’s noise exposure 
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contours.67 The Project Site is not located within the Oxnard Airport’s safety zone area, including the 

runway protection zone. Additionally, the Project is approximately 5.86 miles northwest of Naval Base 

Ventura County, Point Mugu. As such, the Project would not result in a safety hazard or excessive noise 

for people residing or working in the Project Site or its immediate vicinity, and no impact would occur.  

  

 
67  City of Oxnard, City of Oxnard General Plan Environmental Impact Report Volume 1, 2009. Available online at: 

https://www.oxnard.gov/wp-content/uploads/2030_GP_Vol_I_Draft_PEIR_Feb_09.pdf, accessed January 16, 
2025. 

https://www.oxnard.gov/wp-content/uploads/2030_GP_Vol_I_Draft_PEIR_Feb_09.pdf


III. Environmental Initial Study Checklist and Impact Analysis 

Impact Sciences, Inc 83 Oxnard Fire Station 3 Project Draft IS/MND 
1506.002  October 2025 

14. Population and Housing 

a. Would the project induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly (for 
example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Less than Significant Impact. A project could induce population growth in an area either directly, through 

the development of new businesses, or indirectly, through the extension of roads or other infrastructure. 

The Project is not residential in nature and would not introduce substantial unplanned population growth 

in the area. The Project includes the construction and operation of a replacement fire station with a full 

range of emergency and non-emergency services. Operations of the new Fire Station No. 3 would be 

consistent with the existing facility; the staff currently includes a total of 22 people operating in split shifts 

—11 employees per shift, two shifts per day. Project construction would create temporary construction 

jobs; however, given the Project’s relatively small scale and short construction duration and readily 

available labor pool within the region, the Project would not necessitate construction workers to relocate 

to the City. Since the Project does not propose any increases in staffing, and construction workers would 

only be present during the duration of construction, there is no potential for an increase in population 

resulting from the Project. Therefore, impacts are less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

b. Would the project displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

No Impact. The Project would not involve the demolition of any housing structures, nor would the Project 

impact any infrastructure that supports existing residences within the Project Site or its immediate vicinity. 

Thus, the Project would not displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, and no impact 

would occur. 
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Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

c. Would the project result in a net loss of decent, safe and sanitary housing units (as defined under 
24 CFR § 880.201) that are restricted to be affordable, through demolition, conversion, or other 
means, that may necessitate the development of replacement housing or results in impacts 
associated with the displacement of at-risk households (e.g. overcrowding, exposure to the 
elements)? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

No Impact. As previously stated, the Project would not involve the demolition of any housing structures, 

nor would the Project impact any infrastructure that supports existing residences within the Project Site or 

its immediate vicinity. Thus, the Project has no potential to result in a loss of any housing units, nor would 

the Project necessitate the development of subsequent replacement housing. As such, no impacts would 

occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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15. Public Services and Recreation 

a. Would the project increase demand for fire protection service such that new or expanded facilities 
would be needed to maintain acceptable service levels, the construction of which may have 
significant environmental effects? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Less than Significant Impact. The Project includes the construction and operation of a new fire station to 

replace the existing Fire Station No. 3. The Project would support the OFD in maintaining acceptable service 

ratios, response times, and other performance objectives for fire protection. As demonstrated throughout 

this document, the Project would not result in significant and unavoidable environmental impacts 

associated with the development of the Project. Additionally, the Project would not necessitate the 

expansion of services as it would not generate population growth. As stated in Section 14, Population and 

Housing, the Project would not result in an increase in employees and would not result in an increase in 

the City’s population. The Project supports multiple City General Plan goals of maintaining efficient 

emergency facilities, such as Goal ICS-1: Provision of adequate facilities and services that maintain service 

levels with adequate funding; Goal ICS-20: Protected public through effective fire protection services and 

the incorporation of fire safety features in new development; and Goal SH-4: Emergency preparedness 

through the provision of adequate fire and police protection, infrastructure, emergency supply stockpiling, 

public education, emergency operations center planning and procedures, and outreach programs. During 

the construction of the proposed Fire Station No. 3, a temporary facility would be established on the city-

owned lot on the corner of East Channel Islands Boulevard and Saviers Road to ensure uninterrupted 

emergency response services. This interim station will utilize modular buildings to house fire personnel, 

and a temporary structure would be erected to accommodate fire apparatus. The temporary fire station 

facility will include establishing utility connections (water, sewer, power, and data) as well as pavement 

improvements to ensure a clear, drivable path of travel for fire apparatus to safely enter and exit the site. 

The temporary accommodations would provide firefighters with operational spaces, including living 

quarters, equipment storage, and administrative areas to the extent feasible to maintain adequate levels of 

service. Station personnel will park their personal vehicles on site during their work time as well. The 

temporary fire station facility will likely be implemented in approximately four months. Once the new Fire 

Station No. 2 is complete, operations would transition to the permanent facility. The temporary station 

would then be decommissioned, and the modular buildings removed, restoring the lot to its original 

condition. The Project would not generate substantial adverse physical impacts that would result in 
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significant environmental impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered fire protection 

facilities or the need for new or physically altered fire protection facilities. Therefore, impacts are less than 

significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

b. Would the project increase demand for law enforcement service such that new or expanded facilities 
would be needed to maintain acceptable service levels, the construction of which may have 
significant environmental effects? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Less than Significant Impact. The Project Site is located approximately 1 mile south of the Oxnard Police 

Department headquarters, located at 251 C Street, and is within the Oxnard Police Department’s District 1. 

As stated in Section 14, Population and Housing, the Project would not result in an increase in employees 

and would not result in population growth that necessitates the expansion of existing police services or the 

creation of new police facilities. As such, the Project is expected to have a negligible effect on police 

response times and impacts would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

c. Would the project increase demand for schools such that new or expanded facilities would be 
needed to maintain acceptable service levels, the construction of which may have significant 
environmental effects? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Less than Significant Impact. The Oxnard School District (OSD) and the Oxnard Union High School 

District (OUHSD) provide educational services to the City of Oxnard for grades K-8 and 9-12, respectively. 

The nearest school to the Project Site is the Dr. Manuel M. Lopez Academy of Arts and Sciences, located 

approximately 0.26 miles east of the Project Site at 647 Hill Street. As stated in Section 14, Population and 

Housing, the Project would not induce new population growth within the City and is not anticipated to 

generate additional demands for schools. Therefore, less-than-significant impacts would occur. 
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Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

d. Would the project increase the use of existing park facilities such that new or expanded park 
facilities would be needed to maintain acceptable service levels, the construction of which may have 
significant environmental effects? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

No Impact. The closest public park to the Project Site is Durley Park, located approximately 0.5 miles west 

of the Project Site. As stated in Section 14, Population and Housing, the Project would not induce 

population growth within the City and is not anticipated to generate additional demands for parkland or 

other recreational facilities, as it would be a reconstruction of an existing facility. As such, less-than-

significant impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

e. Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational 
facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Less than Significant Impact. As stated above, the nearest public park to the Project Site is Durley Park, 

located approximately 0.5 miles west of the Project Site. The Project would not induce new population 

growth within the City and is not anticipated to generate additional demands for parkland or any other 

recreational facilities. Therefore, the Project would not result in the substantial physical deterioration of 

existing parks or other recreational facilities, and a less than significant impact would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 
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f. Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of 
recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

No Impact. The Project does not include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of 

recreational facilities that might have an adverse physical effect on the environment. Additionally, the 

Project would not result in an increase in demand for parks or any recreational facilities. No impact would 

occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

g. Would the project increase the need for or use of existing library or other community facilities such 
that substantial physical deterioration of the facilities would occur or be accelerated? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

No Impact. The City of Oxnard is served by the Oxnard Public Library (OPL), which is located 

approximately 1 mile north of the Project Site. As stated in Section 14, Population and Housing, the Project 

would not induce population growth within the City and is not anticipated to generate additional demands 

for other public facilities, as it is the reconstruction of an existing facility. As such, less-than-significant 

impacts would occur. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required.  
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16. Transportation and Circulation 

a. Would the project conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation 
system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Less than Significant Impact. 

Transit Facilities 

Transit services and facilities are provided to the City by Gold Coast Transit, a regional transit service that 

provides bus services to the cities of Oxnard, Ventura, Ojai, and Port Hueneme. The closest Gold Coast 

Transit bus stop to the Project Site is a stop for Buses 1A, 1B, and 18A, located approximately 750 feet west 

of the Project Site at the intersection of Hill Street and C Street.  

The Project would not result in an increase in employees and would not result in an increase in the City’s 

population. Operations of the new Fire Station No. 3 would be consistent with the existing facility; the staff 

currently includes a total of 22 people operating in split shifts—11 employees per shift, two shifts per day. 

Given the nature of the Project’s operations, the majority of the fire personnel are anticipated to rely on 

personal vehicles as the primary means of transportation to and from the Project Site. As such, the Project 

is not expected to generate a substantive increase in transit trips to and from the Project Site, and the Project 

would continue operations from the existing use. Furthermore, the Project would not introduce any new 

off-site improvements and would not interfere with the current transit services or nearby bus routes. 

Therefore, Project implementation would result in no impact on any program plan, ordinance, or policy 

addressing transit circulation and services. 

Roadway Facilities 

The Project site plans would be reviewed by the City Engineer and Fire Department prior to approval to 

ensure the Project is in accordance with all applicable design standards set forth by the City and the 

regulations outlined in Chapter 33 of the 2022 California Building Code, and Chapter 11 (Construction 

Requirements for Existing Buildings) of the California Fire Code. Additionally, since the Project would not 

be resulting in an increase in the City’s population, the Project would not be introducing an influx of 

additional vehicles travelling along the roads that access the Project Site. Further, since the Project is 

replacing an existing use and not introducing uses, no new impacts associated with emergency vehicles 
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entering and exiting the Project Site or traveling along nearby roadways would be generated. Therefore, 

the Project would result in less than significant impacts related to roadway program plans, ordinances, or 

policies. 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Facilities 

Sidewalks are present along the front perimeter of the Project Site along Hill Street. A portion of Saviers 

Road, 300 feet east of the Project Site, is designated by the City as a planned Class II Bikeway.68 A Class II 

Bikeway is defined by the City as a “a striped and stenciled lane for one-way travel on a street or highway.” 

The Project would not include the construction of new pedestrian facilities on or off-site. Additionally, all 

construction activities and construction staging areas would occur on-site, and therefore, construction 

activities are not expected to impact any pedestrians or bicyclists travelling along Hill Street. Thus, Project 

implementation would result in less than significant impacts to any program plan, ordinance, or policy 

addressing pedestrian and bicyclist circulation.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

b. Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision 
(b) for analyzing transportation impacts? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Less than Significant Impact.  

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3 states: 

(a) Purpose. This section describes specific considerations for evaluating a project’s transportation 
impacts. Generally, vehicle miles traveled is the most appropriate measure of transportation 
impacts. For the purposes of this section, “vehicle miles traveled” refers to the amount and distance 
of automobile travel attributable to a project. Other relevant considerations may include the effects 
of the project on transit and non-motorized travel. Except as provided in subdivision (b)(2) below 
(regarding roadway capacity), a project’s effect on automobile delay shall not constitute a significant 
environmental impact. 

 
68  City of Oxnard, City of Oxnard Bicycle & Pedestrian Facilities Master Plan, 2011. Available online at: 

https://www.oxnard.gov/wp-content/uploads/Oxnard-BPMP-Final-Plan_ADOPTED-Feb-2012.pdf, accessed 
January 9, 2025.  

https://www.oxnard.gov/wp-content/uploads/Oxnard-BPMP-Final-Plan_ADOPTED-Feb-2012.pdf
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(b)  Criteria for Analyzing Transportation Impacts. 

(1)  Land Use Projects. Vehicle miles traveled exceeding an applicable threshold of significance 
may indicate a significant impact. Generally, projects within one-half mile of either an existing 
major transit stop or a stop along an existing high quality transit corridor should be presumed 
to cause a less than significant transportation impact. Projects that decrease vehicle miles 
traveled in the project area compared to existing conditions should be presumed to have a less 
than significant transportation impact. 

The City of Oxnard is currently developing guidance on VMT impact analysis consistent with the California 

Governor’s Office of Planning and Research’s (OPR) Technical Advisory on Evaluating Transportation Impacts 

(2018) for office, retail, industrial, and residential land uses. Since these guidelines are not established yet, 

the Project’s VMT impacts are assessed based on OPR’s Technical Advisory guidelines.  

Consistent with State CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3(b)(1), the Project’s vehicle miles traveled (VMT) have 

been evaluated against the thresholds of significance identified in the Governor’s Office of Planning and 

Research (OPR) Technical Advisory on Evaluating Transportation Impacts in CEQA (December 2018).69 

OPR’s Technical Advisory suggests that lead agencies may screen out VMT impacts using project size, 

maps, transit availability, and provision of affordable housing. Page 12 of OPR’s Technical Advisory 

identifies the following applicable screening threshold for small projects: 

Many local agencies have developed screening thresholds to indicate when detailed analysis is 
needed. Absent substantial evidence indicating that a project would generate a potentially 
significant level of VMT, or inconsistency with a Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) or 
general plan, projects that generate or attract fewer than 110 trips per day generally may be 
assumed to cause a less-than-significant transportation impact. 

The Project includes the construction and operation of a new fire station in the City of Oxnard to meet the 

existing demand for fire protection services. As previously stated, the existing fire station staff currently 

includes a total of 22 people operating in split shifts—11 employees per shift, two shifts per day. The new 

fire station would serve the existing Fire Station No. 3 service area and is estimated to respond to 

approximately 12 calls per day. Given the number of employees present at the fire station on any given day 

responding to approximately 12 calls per day, the Project is not anticipated to generate more than 110 trips 

daily. Additionally, implementation of the replacement fire station would not result in additional trips 

beyond what the fire station currently “generates.” However, it is important to note that a fire station does 

not generate trips; fires and medical emergencies occur, and fire personnel are deployed to address these 

situations. The fire engines stationed at Project Site would typically only be on the road whenever they are 

deployed to respond to an emergency, likely traveling relatively short distances within the City’s limits. 

 
69  Office of Planning and Research, Technical Advisory on Evaluating Transportation Impacts in CEQA. Available 

online at: https://opr.ca.gov/docs/20190122-743_Technical_Advisory.pdf, accessed January 16, 2025. 

https://opr.ca.gov/docs/20190122-743_Technical_Advisory.pdf
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Based on this information, the Project would not conflict or be inconsistent with State CEQA Guidelines 

section 15064.3, subdivision (b). Therefore, impacts are less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

c. Would the project substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp 
curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant 

with Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Less than Significant Impact. The Project includes the replacement of the existing Fire Station No. 3. The 

replacement fire station would not increase hazards due to geometric design features or incompatible uses. 

The replacement facility’s design would be consistent with the existing facility in its geometric design. Fire 

engines would enter and exit the fire station from the south end of the site via the alley that is located 

between Hill Street and W Birch Street. All on-site improvements would be designed in accordance with 

all applicable design standards set forth by the City. In addition, the design would undergo City review by 

the City Engineer and Fire Department before approval to ensure that local standards are met without 

resulting in traffic safety impacts, including hazardous design features. Therefore, the Project would not 

introduce any hazardous geometric design features or incompatible uses, and impacts would be less than 

significant.  

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

d. Would the project result in inadequate emergency access? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Less than Significant Impact. The Project includes the construction and operation of a replacement fire 

station to serve the local area. The Project would incorporate all applicable design and safety standards and 

regulations outlined in Chapter 33 of the 2022 California Building Code, and Chapter 11 (Construction 

Requirements for Existing Buildings) of the California Fire Code. Further, the Project would undergo City 

review by the City Engineer and Fire Department to confirm that the Project would provide adequate on-

site access to emergency services. During construction, the contractor would be required to maintain 



III. Environmental Initial Study Checklist and Impact Analysis 

Impact Sciences, Inc 93 Oxnard Fire Station 3 Project Draft IS/MND 
1506.002  October 2025 

adequate emergency access for emergency vehicles as established during the City’s review of the Project. 

Therefore, impacts are less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required.  
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17. Tribal Cultural Resources 

a. Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, 
defined in Public Resources Code section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape 
that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object 
with cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is: 

i. Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local 
register of historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k)? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ 

No Impact. Impacts related to historical resources are evaluated in Section 5, Cultural Resources. As 

discussed, there are no buildings or structures within the Project Site that are identified as historic 

structures or landmarks by the City of Oxnard or the State Historic Preservation (SHP) office. Additionally, 

a Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File search was requested on January 16, 

2025. A response was received on January 23, 2025. Information obtained from the NAHC indicated that 

no known tribal cultural resources are located within the Project Site. Therefore, impacts would be less than 

significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. 

ii. A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial 
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources 
Code Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code 
Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the significance of the resource to a California 
Native American tribe? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐ 

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. As previously stated, a NAHC Sacred Lands File 

search was requested, which resulted in a determination that no known tribal cultural resources are located 

within the Project Site. However, the absence of specific site information in the Sacred Lands File search 

does not indicate the absence of tribal cultural resources in any project area.  
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In accordance with SB 18 and AB 52, the City sent notification letters to Native American tribes regarding 

the Project to solicit consultation. Under AB 52, tribes are allowed 30 days to request consultation; however, 

due to the Project’s General Plan Amendment, SB 18 is also applicable to the Project, which allows a 90-day 

response window. The letters were sent out on March 13, 2025, and accordingly, the response window 

closed on June 11, 2025 (see Appendix F, Cultural Resources and Tribal Cultural Resources). 

No tribes have requested consultation on the Project. Thus, based on the Sacred Lands File search and 

outcome of the tribal notification process, potentially significant impacts to tribal cultural resources are not 

anticipated. As discussed above in Section 5, Cultural Resources, the Project is required to implement 

Mitigation Measure MM CUL-1, which would require work to stop near a potential archaeological find 

until a qualified archaeologist can assess the find and determine appropriate steps, and Mitigation 

Measure MM CUL-2, which includes protocols for unanticipated discovery of human remains or 

ceremonial objects. These mitigation measures would also apply to the inadvertent discovery of tribal 

cultural resources. Therefore, with adherence to these mitigation measures, impacts would be less than 

significant. 

Mitigation Measures: No new mitigation measures are required. See mitigation measures under Section 

5, Cultural Resources, above. 
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18. Utilities and Service Systems 

a. Would the project require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, 
wastewater treatment or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications 
facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause significant environmental effects? 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less Than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact No Impact 

 ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ 

Less than Significant Impact.  

Water 

Potable water in the City is managed by the Public Works Department. The City’s water supply consists of 

three sources: imported surface water from Calleguas Municipal Water District (a regional wholesale 

agency), local groundwater from United Water Conservation District, and local groundwater from City 

wells.70 The Fox Canyon Groundwater Management Agency (FCGMA) is the Groundwater Sustainability 

Agency, established through the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), and oversees 

management of the Oxnard basin.71 Based on 2016 through 2020 data, the City utilized an average of 25,600 

acre-feet per year to serve its customers, with overall production levels remaining relatively constant.72 

The City’s 2020 Urban Water Management Plan projected the total demand for water within the City’s 

service area through the year 2045. According to the CalEEMod output sheets contained in Appendix A, 

the proposed Project’s annual operational water and wastewater consumption of 2,040,716 gallons, or 

6.26acre-feet (AF), would represent less than one percent of the projected total 2045 annual demand of 

33,349 AF. 

The Project includes the construction and operation of a new fire station, which includes a kitchen, 

bathrooms, and other facilities, which would result in demand for potable water usage. Because the Project 

would redevelop the existing fire station, water usage is not anticipated to increase. In addition, it is 

anticipated that water usage would decrease due to the efficient design of the proposed new fire station, 

 
70  City of Oxnard, 2020 Urban Water Management Plan, 2021. Available online at: https://www.oxnard.gov/wp-

content/uploads/Oxnard-2020-Urban-Water-Management-
Plan.pdf?_rt=MnwxfHVyYmFuIHdhdGVyIG1hbmFnZW1lbnQgcGxhbnwxNzE4MjMyMTIx&_rt_nonce=59fc000
370, accessed January 10, 2025.  

71  Ibid.  
72  Ibid.  

https://www.oxnard.gov/wp-content/uploads/Oxnard-2020-Urban-Water-Management-Plan.pdf?_rt=MnwxfHVyYmFuIHdhdGVyIG1hbmFnZW1lbnQgcGxhbnwxNzE4MjMyMTIx&_rt_nonce=59fc000370
https://www.oxnard.gov/wp-content/uploads/Oxnard-2020-Urban-Water-Management-Plan.pdf?_rt=MnwxfHVyYmFuIHdhdGVyIG1hbmFnZW1lbnQgcGxhbnwxNzE4MjMyMTIx&_rt_nonce=59fc000370
https://www.oxnard.gov/wp-content/uploads/Oxnard-2020-Urban-Water-Management-Plan.pdf?_rt=MnwxfHVyYmFuIHdhdGVyIG1hbmFnZW1lbnQgcGxhbnwxNzE4MjMyMTIx&_rt_nonce=59fc000370
https://www.oxnard.gov/wp-content/uploads/Oxnard-2020-Urban-Water-Management-Plan.pdf?_rt=MnwxfHVyYmFuIHdhdGVyIG1hbmFnZW1lbnQgcGxhbnwxNzE4MjMyMTIx&_rt_nonce=59fc000370
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including water-saving appliances and fixtures. Therefore, impacts to existing water facilities would be less 

than significant. 

Wastewater 

Wastewater produced by the Project would be treated at the Oxnard Wastewater Treatment Plant (OWTP) 

in the City. The OWTP has a rated capacity, or total available capacity, of 31.7 million gallons per day, with 

an average daily flow of 16 million gallons per day.73 As shown in Appendix A to this IS/MND, the Project 

is anticipated to generate approximately 5,521 gallons per day. This would represent less than one percent 

of the average amount of wastewater that is treated by the OWTP per day. 

The Project includes the construction and operation of a replacement fire station, which would generate a 

demand for wastewater treatment consistent with the existing fire station. Thus, the Project is not expected 

to result in an increase in wastewater treatment requirements. The wastewater demand at the new fire 

station would remain consistent with the existing generation levels or potentially decrease due to the 

efficient design of the replacement facility, which would incorporate the latest water-saving appliances and 

fixtures. As such, the Project’s impacts on wastewater treatment would be less than significant. 

Stormwater 

The stormwater system under the Project would adequately discharge on-site stormwater in accordance 

with the Oxnard Municipal Code and the Ventura Countywide MS4 Permit. Adherence to these local and 

regional regulations would ensure that the City’s existing stormwater drainage system would have 

adequate capacity for the Project’s stormwater. Thus, new off-site stormwater facilities would not be 

required.  Impacts would be less than significant. 

Dry Utilities 

Dry utilities include electricity, natural gas, and telecommunications facilities. Southern California Edison 

(SCE) and Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas) would provide electricity and natural gas services 

to the Project Site, respectively.74,75 Electricity and energy demand from the operation of the Project could 

potentially increase demands on utility services due to the increase in square footage from the existing fire 

station to the Project. However, the increase in utility demand is anticipated to be minor, since it represents 
 

73  City of Oxnard, Wastewater Division. Available online at: https://www.oxnard.org/city-
department/publicworks/wastewater/, accessed January 10, 2025.  

74  Southern California Edison, Southern California Edison’s Service Area, 2009. Available online at 
https://www.sce.com/about-us/who-we-are/leadership/our-service-territory. Accessed January 16, 2025. 

75  Southern California Gas Company, Map Showing Local Service Zones of Southern California Gas Company, 2015. 
Available online at: https://www.socalgas.com/sites/default/files/Detailed-description-of-Local-Service-
Zones.pdf, Accessed January 16, 2025. 

https://www.oxnard.org/city-department/publicworks/wastewater/
https://www.oxnard.org/city-department/publicworks/wastewater/
https://www.sce.com/about-us/who-we-are/leadership/our-service-territory
https://www.socalgas.com/sites/default/files/Detailed-description-of-Local-Service-Zones.pdf
https://www.socalgas.com/sites/default/files/Detailed-description-of-Local-Service-Zones.pdf


https://www.oxnard.gov/wp-content/uploads/Oxnard-2020-Urban-Water-Management-Plan.pdf?_rt=MnwxfHVyYmFuIHdhdGVyIG1hbmFnZW1lbnQgcGxhbnwxNzE4MjMyMTIx&_rt_nonce=59fc000370
https://www.oxnard.gov/wp-content/uploads/Oxnard-2020-Urban-Water-Management-Plan.pdf?_rt=MnwxfHVyYmFuIHdhdGVyIG1hbmFnZW1lbnQgcGxhbnwxNzE4MjMyMTIx&_rt_nonce=59fc000370
https://www.oxnard.gov/wp-content/uploads/Oxnard-2020-Urban-Water-Management-Plan.pdf?_rt=MnwxfHVyYmFuIHdhdGVyIG1hbmFnZW1lbnQgcGxhbnwxNzE4MjMyMTIx&_rt_nonce=59fc000370
https://www.oxnard.gov/wp-content/uploads/Oxnard-2020-Urban-Water-Management-Plan.pdf?_rt=MnwxfHVyYmFuIHdhdGVyIG1hbmFnZW1lbnQgcGxhbnwxNzE4MjMyMTIx&_rt_nonce=59fc000370




https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/SolidWaste/SiteActivity/Details/606?siteID=3952
https://www2.calrecycle.ca.gov/SolidWaste/SiteActivity/Details/608?siteID=3954
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