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Dear John Signo, 
 
Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 
environmental review process for the above referenced project. The Project will be 
developed in three phases: 

1) Phase 1 will include redevelopment of the North Parcel as a trailer yard with 
parking for 331 trailers. Approximately 8.83 acres, or 88 percent, of the North Parcel 
will be paved. The North Parcel will also be fenced and screened from public view 
as required by the South Gate Municipal Code and will feature both on-site and 
perimeter lighting. Other security improvements will include a controlled access 
security gate for ingress and egress (controlled with a key pad and key card 
system) and 24/7 security cameras. The North Parcel will be designed and striped 
for a maximum of 331 trailers, but the actual number of spaces utilized will vary 
from day-to-day based on needs of the operation. While the Property will be open 
24 hours per day seven days a week, truck trips and standard activity will be 
concentrated during what are typically considered off-peak hours: 3:00 AM to 7:00 
AM (AM shift) and from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM (PM shift). 
 

2) Phase 2 will include partial redevelopment of the South Parcel, which will involve 
(i) demolition of existing improvements, including an office building, crossdock, 
guard shack, and shed; (ii) construction of a 9,720 square foot (“sf”) covered 
awning with four dock spaces for fueling and transloading and two trans load 
docks, (iii) addition of a truck scale, dumpster, and diesel exhaust fluid tank, (iv) 
repaving and restriping of the South Parcel for 144 automobiles, 370 tractors, and 
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33 trailers, and (v) relocation of the main point of ingress/egress from Southern 
Avenue to Frontage Road East. Approximately 13.24 acres, or 98 percent, of the 
South Parcel shall be paved. Additional screening and fencing, as required by the 
South Gate Municipal Code, will be added along Southern Avenue and Frontage 
Road East. Parking area security lighting and perimeter lighting will be added. 
 

3) Phase 3 will include final development of the South Parcel and will involve 
refurbishment of the existing 35,151 sf two-story truck and trailer maintenance 
facility and construction of a new 15,500 sf two-story office building to create the 
West Coast Operations Center headquarters for J.B. Hunt. Additionally, Phase 3 
will include construction of a 3,000 sf parts storage building. 

 
The following entitlement applications are associated with the proposed Project: (i) A 
Conditional Use Permit for the Truck Storage/Terminal and Truck Repair and Overhaul 
uses, which is required for such uses under the Property’s M3 zoning; (ii) Discretionary Plan 
Review, which is required for the Truck Storage/Terminal use in the M3 zone; and (iii) 
Administrative design review, which is required for the development of any lot greater 
than 15,000 sf in area (collectively, the “Project Approvals”).  
 
After reviewing the NOP, Caltrans has the following comments:  
 
Transportation 
Due to the Project’s proximity to I-710 and the Firestone Boulevard interchange, there 
exists the potential for significant transportation impacts. The EIR shall include a 
Transportation Impact Analysis (of the Project and cumulative of other projects) 
including, but not limited, to the following: 

• A VMT Analysis. 
• A Multi-modal Safety Analysis at off-ramps and intersections to make sure that 

people walking, riding bikes, or riding transit do not encounter unsafe conditions 
or conflicts with cars and trucks.  

• An accessibility analysis, including a review of potential pedestrian, bicycle, and 
transit trips. This should include the identification and proposal of complete streets 
features and related street improvements (ADA curb ramps, sidewalks, bicycle 
lanes, high-visibility crosswalks, etc.) 

 
Freight 
The Project’s function as a logistics and freight operation center necessitates careful 
consideration of freight impacts. Please consider the following while developing the DEIR: 

1. Truck Trip Generation & Profiles 
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o The project team will need to provide peak-hour and daily truck trips by class 
(Light/medium/heavy, tractor-trailer, yard tractors) and by daily operating 
hour (peak and off-peak hour, Weekday and Weekend) and e-commerce 
dispatch patterns, and seasonal surges at the project location. 

o The project team will need to distinguish drayage vs. regional line-haul vs. last-
mile vans; include return-to-base deadhead for the accurate truck type 
demand analysis. 

 
2. Network Assignment & Bottlenecks 

o This project will bring more truck trips to specific SHS facilities and ramps and 
that will require network truck volume analysis/forecast with turning-movement 
counts at key interchanges and terminal area ramps. 

o The project team will need to analyze queuing/spillback at ramp termini, 
terminal gates, and project driveways; for the purpose of demonstrating no 
queueing onto nearby SHS. 

 
3. SB 743 related freight measurements 

o The project team will need to report truck VMT, vehicle-hours of delay (VHD), 
and travel time reliability on the adjacent SHSs. The analysis will need to include 
the with- and without-project impact analysis and mitigation approach 
analysis. 

 
4. Truck/Pedestrian Safety Accessibility 

o The project team will need to evaluate conflict points with short weaving 
sections near ramps; assess sight distance, turning radius, and driveway 
spacing for multi-axles trucks. 

o The project team will need to address worker (pedestrian) access safety 
(walk/bike/transit) across high-injury corridors and adjacent streets of project 
location. 

 
5. Pavement & Geometrics 

o The project team will need to consider the pavement impact assessment for 
nearby SHS and nearest city local streets that are designated as truck routes. 

 
6. Environmental Impacts 

o The project team will need to quantify incremental emissions (NOx, PM2.5, DPM 
and others) from construction and operations; evaluate exposure for nearby 
communities (e.g., Wilmington, West Long Beach, San Pedro). 

o It would require addressing SCAQMD Rule 2305 (WAIRE) compliance strategy 
and report expected points and measures. 
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7. Zero-Emission (ZE) Truck Readiness 
o The project team will need to include a ZE truck/van adoption schedule 

aligned with CARB regulations regarding the on-site electric truck charging 
facility profiles, grid upgrades for the infrastructure, and yard infrastructure such 
as the MHD/DC fast charging, TRU electrification approaches. 

 
8. Truck Parking & Staging 

o The project team will need to demonstrate adequate on-site truck/van 
parking, staging, and layover to prevent curbside or SHS queueing; include 
truck driver supporting facilities such as restrooms and also need to consider 
preparing the idling-free policies near the freeway on/off ramp and the 
connecting streets to mega warehouses and proper enforcement plans. 

 
9. Construction Traffic Management Plan (TMP) 

o The project team will need to submit a Construction Transportation 
Management Plan (TMP), haul routes, oversize/overweight permitting needs, 
night/weekend work windows, and protections for SHS operations during the 
construction period. 

 
Finally, Caltrans has the jurisdiction for review and approval of any work that would affect 
the freeway and its facilities. Any project work occurring within, or abutting Caltrans ROW 
will require an encroachment permit, and all concerns and requirements must be 
addressed. This includes any grading, topography, or equipment work that will change 
the pattern or direction of water runoff in a way that will impact State facilities or ROW.  
 
If evidence of the above is discovered during the City’s review of the project’s various 
permit and design approvals, a condition of approval for City issued entitlements shall 
include a requirement to work with Caltrans’ Office of Permits to obtain the appropriate 
encroachment permits. 
 
Final design requirements for any proposed changes to infrastructure within or along 
Caltrans Right-of-way will be determined by the Office of Permits. At the time of permit 
application there will be rounds of review and corrections to ensure all design, Right-of-
way, access management, water runoff, environmental, and statutory requirements 
are being addressed. 
 

Caltrans District 7 Office of Permits contact information: 
Mailing Address: 100 S Main Street, Ste 100 Los Angeles, CA 90012 
Office Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 
Phone: 213-897-3631 | Fax: 213-897-0420 | E-mail: D7.Permits@dot.ca.gov 

 

mailto:D7.Permits@dot.ca.gov
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If you have any questions, please contact project coordinator Anthony Higgins, at 
anthony.higgins@dot.ca.gov and refer to GTS# 07-LA-2025-04938. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Miya Edmonson 
LDR Branch Chief 
 
Cc: State Clearinghouse 
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