
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
State of California 
The Natural Resources Agency 
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE)  

PROJECT TITLE Growlersburg Fuels Reduction 

PROJECT LOCATION Portion of Section 9, Township 12 North, Range 10 East, MDB&M COUNTY El Dorado 

LEAD AGENCY California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) 

CONTACT 

ADDRESS 

Patrick McDaniel, Vegetation Management Forester  
CAL FIRE Amador-El Dorado Unit 
2840 Mount Danaher Road, Camino, CA 95709 

PHONE 530-647-5288 

Project Description and Environmental Setting: 
The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) Amador-El Dorado Unit is planning a fuel reduction 
project in Georgetown, CA. The purpose of this project is to reduce the volume of flammable fuels (grass, brush and timber litter) 
and to discourage the caching of contraband by inmates around buildings and out-lying structures at CAL FIRE's Growlersburg 
Camp facility. The treatment area will cover approximately 80 acres and will be entirely on CAL FIRE land. A large portion of 
the proposed project area has been prescribed burned multiple times under CAL FIRE ownership. The project’s primary objective 
is to reduce accumulations of fuels as well as invasive species such as Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius) and yellow star-thistle 
(Centaurea solstitialis). The dominant overstory consists of ponderosa pine with a few scattered gray pines, while the understory 
is a mix of live oak, California black oak and blue oak. The area has been extensively thinned and the dominant trees pruned up, 
however the depth of accumulations of tree litter, brush and grass are greater than desired and now present a fire hazard to both 
the existing conifer overstory and the CAL FIRE facility. Ongoing fuel reduction will consist of fire crews thinning and pruning 
trees, removing mature dead and diseased trees, pile building and burning, mastication, chipping, and broadcast burning. Existing 
roads and trails within the project area will be used as control lines of burn units to the greatest extent possible, however they 
will need to be augmented with some hand or dozer line construction. Total dozer line construction is expected to constitute less 
than 0.5 acres.  The proposed project shall incorporate the use of low intensity backing fire techniques in order to maximize fuel 
consumption, while minimizing smoke production and the possibility of an escape. Black and blue oaks, trees with large cat 
faces, and larger trees which have the potential ability of carrying fire vertically into the canopy shall have handline constructed 
around them for additional protection. The Growlersburg Camp facility is located in the Georgetown Creek watershed (Calwater 
ID ver 2.25514.320502). 
EXEMPTION STATUS 

 Categorical Exemption Type/Section: Class 4 15304 Minor Alterations to Land 
 

 Statutory Exemption (state code section):       
 Ministerial (§21080(b)(1); 15268) 

 Declared Emergency (§21080(b)(3); 15269(a)) 
 Emergency Project (§21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)) 

REASONS PROJECT IS EXEMPT 
This project fits under the description for a Class 4 (Minor Alterations to Land) Categorical Exemption to CEQA. CAL FIRE 
staff conducted an environmental review to confirm that no exceptions apply which would preclude the use of a Notice of 
Exemption for this project. This review included an on-the-ground field inspection by the project forester, consultation with a 
CAL FIRE Archaeologist familiar with the property and notification to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and 
Regional Water Quality Control Board. The Department has concluded that no significant environmental impact would occur to 
aesthetics, agriculture and forestland/timberland, air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, energy, geology and soils, 
greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use planning, mineral resources, 
noise, population and housing, public services, recreation, transportation/traffic, utilities and service systems, or wildfire. 
Documentation of the environmental review completed by the Department is kept on file at AEU Unit Headquarters in Camino.   
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       George Morris III, Northern Region Chief                Date 
       California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 


