
TO: Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation               
PO Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 
 
Clerk of the Board 
County of Solano 
675 Texas Street, Suite 6500 
Fairfield, CA 94533 
 

FROM: Delta Ecosystem Enhancement Unit 
Division of Multibenefit Initiatives 
Department of Water Resources 
715 P Street, 6th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
Date: September 18, 2025 
 
Subject: Meins Landing Levee Improvement Project Geotechnical Investigation Notice of Exemption 
from the California Environmental Quality Act.  

 
In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resources Code Section 
21000 and following, and California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15000 and following, the 
California Department of Water Resources (DWR) is submitting this cover letter, the Notice of 
Exemption (NOE) form, and a cultural survey for the Meins Landing Levee Improvement Project 
Geotechnical Investigation. The California Department of Water Resources (DWR) is designing the Meins 
Landing Levee Improvement Project, which would restore 52 acres of tidal marsh with a riparian bench 
from an interior pond and improve upon an interior levee to create a setback levee. The project site was 
originally a private duck club when it was purchased by DWR in 2007. The hydrology of the site still 
retains the water control infrastructure from its prior use. The Meins Landing Levee Improvement 
Project would improve the hydrology on the interior of the property by strategically using fill from the 
interior of the site to raise the level of the interior pond and improve the levee while also secondarily 
creating a landscape that is more natural and functions hydrologically.  
 
The Geotechnical Investigation (proposed project) that is the subject of this NOE aligns with CEQA’s 
Class 6 Categorical Exemption for Information Collection described in Section 15306 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines. The proposed project would use hand augers to obtain soil samples from 51 proposed 
sample locations on the project site. The hand augers would have a maximum depth of 0.6 – 0.7 feet 
and would be collected by trained field staff. No tracked or wheeled vehicles will be used, and a 
qualified biologist will provide a Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) training to all onsite 
personnel prior to augur activities. The biologist will also conduct surveys for sensitive species prior to 
auger activities and relocate or cancel individual sample locations as necessary to avoid impacts to 
biological resources. The samples will be used to evaluate field environmental conditions and inform 
planning and environmental analysis for the Meins Landing Levee Improvement Project. 
 



Potential exceptions to this exemption are defined in Section 15300.2 of the State CEQA Guidelines: 
(a) Location – Although portions of the project site have been identified as wetlands, the use of 

hand augers to collect shallow soil samples would not result in a significant impact to sensitive 
environments or aquatic resources. 

(b) Cumulative Impact – The proposed Project would be used to inform the larger, successive 
Meins Landing Levee Improvement Project, which would lead to overall restoration of the 
project area. 

(c) Significant Effect – There are no unusual circumstances that would lead to a significant effect 
from the proposed soil investigation.  

(d) Scenic Highways – There are no scenic highways within the project area or that would be 
impacted by the proposed project. 

(e) Hazardous Waste Site – The project area is not located on a hazardous waste site. 
(f) Historical Resources - A pedestrian cultural survey was conducted on August 5, 2025 in addition 

to online database searches. Based on the results of these surveys, there is no likelihood of 
significant impacts on historical resources as a result of the proposed project.  

 
Based on field surveys and desktop evaluation, the proposed project is not anticipated to have adverse 
impacts on aquatic resources or sensitive habitats.  A copy of the cultural survey, wetland delineation 
map, and the NOE are attached to this letter. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Grayson Sandy 
Environmental Scientist 
 
Attachments:  

1. Notice of Exemption, Meins Landing Levee Improvement Project Geotechnical Investigation 
2. Project Site Map illustrating sample locations and areas identified as wetlands 
3. Cultural Resources Technical Memorandum for the Meins Landing Levee Improvement Project 
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