STATE OF CALIFORNIA—CALIFORNIA STATE TRANSPORTATION AGENCY GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor

e
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION Y ’,
DISTRICT 7 Nty
100 S. MAIN STREET, MS 16
LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 Making Conservation
PHONE (213) 269-1124 a California Way of Life
FAX (213) 897-1337
TTY 711
www.dot.ca.gov

November 12, 2025

Mr. Dinh (Michael) Mai, PE, Associate Civil Engineer
Transportation Planning and Programs Division, 11th Floor
Los Angeles Department of Public Works

P.O. Box 1460

Alhambra, CA 921802-1460

RE: Slauson Avenue Bridge Over San
Gabiriel River Seismic Retrofit Project
SCH # 2025100955
Vic. LA-605/PM R11.483
GTS # LA-2025-04932-MND
Dear Mr. Dinh (Michael) Mai:

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in
the environmental review process for the above-referenced environmental
document. The project would involve the seismic retrofitting of the bridge to bring
it into conformance with current California Department of Transportation Bridge
Design Specifications and Seismic Design Criteria.  Retrofit measures include
strengthening the abutment backwalls; infilling the double columns of Piers 2
through 5 with concrete; installing shear keys between girders and pier caps and
on abutment walls; adding hinge seat extenders between deck spans (except
Pier 6); and installing cable restrainers near Pier 2. No retrofit work is proposed at
Piers 6 and 7, which were previously upgraded in 2017. Temporary detours would
be required along the San Gabriel River Trail during construction, but the project
would not alter the existing bridge deck or channel configuration.

The mission of Caltrans is to provide a safe and reliable transportation network
that serves all people and respects the environment. Senate Bill 743 (2013) has
codified into CEQA law and mandated that CEQA review of fransportation
impacts of proposed development be modified by using Vehicle Miles Traveled
(VMT) as the primary metric in identifying transportation impacts for all future
development projects. As a reminder, all environmental document should
include Vehicle Miles Traveled. You may reference the Governor's Office of
Planning and Research (OPR) for more information:

https://opr.ca.gov/ceqa/#guidelines-updates
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Construction activities would occur over approximately six months, with short-term
lane closures on the Slauson Avenue Bridge managed through a Traffic Control
Plan to maintain safe vehicle, pedestrian, and emergency access. The retrofit
would not alter the bridge’s configuration, capacity, or alignment, and the
roadway would continue to function as a four-lane arterial with sidewalks after
construction. Based on the construction plan, daily trips including approximately
15 worker commutes and fewer than 10 truck trips would remain well below the
110-trip screening threshold established by OPR and adopted by Los Angeles
County Public Works (2020). Therefore, Caltrans concurs that the project qualifies
VMT screening under CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3(b), and a detailed VMT
analysis is not required.

Any transportation of heavy construction equipment and/or materials that
require the use of oversized transport vehicles on State highways will need a
Caltrans transportation permit. Any large-size truck trips be limited to off-peak
commute periods for the construction phase and operation phase. Construction
truck loads should be covered with a tarpaulin cover.

Storm water run-off is a sensitive issue for Los Angeles County. Please be mindful
that projects should be designed to discharge clean run-off water. Additionally,
discharge of storm water run-off is not permitted onto State highway facilities
without any storm water management plan.

In addition, a truck/traffic construction management plan may be needed for
this project because the project is close to Caltrans on/off-ramps. Traffic
Management Plans involving lane closures or street detours which willimpact the
circulation system affecting traffic to and from freeway on/off-ramps should be
coordinated with Caltrans.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mr. Alan Lin, the project
coordinator, at (213) 269-1124 and refer to GTS # LA-2025-04932-MND.

Sincerely,

ya CEmonaon

MIYA EDMONSON
LDR/CEQA Branch Chief

email: State Clearinghouse
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