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Bald and Golden Eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 2 and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) 
1. Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to Bald or Golden Eagles, or their nests, 
should follow appropriate regulations and implement required avoidance and minimization measures, as described in the various 
links on this page. 

The data in this location indicates that no eagles have been observed in this area. This does not mean eagles are not present in 
your project area, especially if the area is difficult to survey. Please review the 'Steps to Take When No Results Are Returned' 
section of the Supplemental Information on Migratory Birds and Eagles document to determine if your project is in a poorly 
surveyed area. If it is, you may need to rely on other resources to determine if eagles may be present (e.g. your local FWS field 
office, state surveys, your own surveys). 

 
Additional information can be found using the following links: 

Eagle Management https://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management 
Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing- 
incidental-take-migratory-birds 
Nationwide avoidance and minimization measures for birds https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nationwide- 
standard-conservation-measures.pdf 
Supplemental Information for Migratory Birds and Eagles in IPaC https://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information- 
migratory-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-may-occur-project-action 

Potential effects to critical habitat(s) in this location must be analyzed along with the endangered species themselves. 

 
There are no critical habitats at this location. 

 
You are still required to determine if your project(s) may have effects on all above listed species. 

Bald & Golden Eagles 
Bald and Golden Eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 2. and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) 

1. Any person or organization who plans or conducts activities that may result in impacts to Bald or Golden Eagles, or their nests, 

should follow appropriate regulations and implement required avoidance and minimization measures, as described in the various 

links on this page. 

The data in this location indicates that no eagles have been observed in this area. This does not mean eagles are not present in 

your project area, especially if the area is difficult to survey. Please review the 'Steps to Take When No Results Are Returned' 

section of the SURRlemental Information on MigratorY. Birds and Eagles document to determine if your project is in a poorly 

surveyed area. If it is, you may need to rely on other resources to determine if eagles may be present (e.g. your local FWS field 

office, state surveys, your own surveys). 

Additional information can be found using the following links: 

• Eagle Management httRs://www.fws.gov/Rrogram/eagle-management 

• Measures for avoiding and minimizing impacts to birds httRs:l/www.fws .gov/librar~{./collections/avoiding-and-minimizing: 

incidental-take-migratorY.-birds 

• Nationwide avoidance and minimization measures for birds httRs://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nationwide­

standard-conservation-measures.Rdf 

• Supplemental Information for Migratory Birds and Eagles in IPaC httRs://www.fws.gov/media/suRRlemental-information­

migrato[Y.-birds-and-bald-and-golden-eagles-maY.-occur-Rroject-action 

http://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management
http://www.fws.gov/library/collections/avoiding-and-minimizing-
http://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/nationwide-
http://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-
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which your project intersects, and that have been identified as warranting special attention because they are an eagle (Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act requirements may apply). 

Proper interpretation and use of your eagle report 
On the graphs provided, please look carefully at the survey effort (indicated by the black vertical line) and for the existence of the "no data" indicator (a 
red horizontal line). A high survey effort is the key component. If the survey effort is high, then the probability of presence score can be viewed as more 
dependable. In contrast, a low survey effort line or no data line (red horizontal) means a lack of data and, therefore, a lack of certainty about presence 
of the species. This list is not perfect; it is simply a starting point for identifying what birds have the potential to be in your project area, when they might 
be there, and if they might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list and associated information help you know what to look for to 
confirm presence and helps guide you in knowing when to implement avoidance and minimization measures to eliminate or reduce potential impacts 
from your project activities or get the appropriate permits should presence be confirmed. 

 
How do I know if eagles are breeding, wintering, or migrating in my area? 

To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding, wintering, migrating, or resident), you may query your location 
using the RAIL Tool and view the range maps provided for birds in your area at the bottom of the profiles provided for each bird in your results. If an 
eagle on your IPaC migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated with it (indicated by yellow vertical bars on the phenology graph in 
your “IPaC PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE SUMMARY” at the top of your results list), there may be nests present at some point within the timeframe 
specified. If "Breeds elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not breed in your project area. 

Interpreting the Probability of Presence Graphs 

Each green bar represents the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your project overlaps during a particular week of the year. 
A taller bar indicates a higher probability of species presence. The survey effort can be used to establish a level of confidence in the presence score. 

How is the probability of presence score calculated? The calculation is done in three steps: 
The probability of presence for each week is calculated as the number of survey events in the week where the species was detected divided by the 
total number of survey events for that week. For example, if in week 12 there were 20 survey events and the Spotted Towhee was found in 5 of them, 

Bald and Golden Eagle information is not available at this time 
 
 

Bald & Golden Eagles FAQs 
What does IPaC use to generate the potential presence of bald and golden eagles in my specified location? 

The potential for eagle presence is derived from data provided by the Avian Knowledge Network (AKN). The AKN data is based on a growing collection 
of survey , banding, and citizen science datasets and is queried and filtered to return a list of those birds reported as occurring in the 10km grid cell(s) "'-=""--"-..,_,...;a.=.a.='-'.w.l:....;aa;...;.;;;....aa.a..;.a.aa...;a.a..;....;;.-=-a,.a.;.;;.a;....;a=.;.;;=.a..a.a..- - - - - -- -- - . --- - ---- - --- -- ---- - - --- - - - - - -- - - - - - -- - - - - - - --- -- -- --- - - .-- -- --- - - - ----- ·· - -.;;,, - -- --- - - - -- - - - .;;,,· --- -- -, -, 

which your project intersects, and that have been identified as warranting special attention because they are an eagle (Bald and Golden Eagle 

Protection Act requirements may apply). 

Proper interpretation and use of your eagle report 
On the graphs provided , please look carefully at the survey effort (indicated by the black vertical line) and for the existence of the "no data" indicator (a 

red horizontal line). A high survey effort is the key component. If the survey effort is high , then the probability of presence score can be viewed as more 

dependable. In contrast, a low survey effort line or no data line (red horizontal) means a lack of data and , therefore, a lack of certainty about presence 

of the species. This list is not perfect; it is simply a starting point for identifying what birds have the potential to be in your project area , when they might 

be there, and if they might be breeding (which means nests might be present). The list and associated information help you know what to look for to 

confirm presence and helps guide you in knowing when to implement avoidance and minimization measures to eliminate or reduce potential impacts 

from your project activities or get the appropriate permits should presence be confirmed. 

How do I know if eagles are breeding, wintering, or migrating in my area? 

To see what part of a particular bird's range your project area falls within (i.e. breeding , wintering, migrating, or resident), you may query your location 

using the RAIL Tool and view the range maps provided for birds in your area at the bottom of the profiles provided for each bird in your results. If an 

eagle on your IPaC migratory bird species list has a breeding season associated with it (indicated by yellow vertical bars on the phenology graph in 

your "IPaC PROBABILITY OF PRESENCE SUMMARY" at the top of your results list), there may be nests present at some point within the timeframe 

specified. If "Breeds elsewhere" is indicated, then the bird likely does not breed in your project area. 

Interpreting the Probability of Presence Graphs 

Each green bar represents the bird's relative probability of presence in the 10km grid cell(s) your project overlaps during a particular week of the year. 

A taller bar indicates a higher probability of species presence. The survey effort can be used to establish a level of confidence in the presence score. 

How is the probability of presence score calculated? The calculation is done in three steps: 

The probability of presence for each week is calculated as the number of survey events in the week where the species was detected divided by the 

total number of survey events for that week. For example, if in week 12 there were 20 survey events and the Spotted Towhee was found in 5 of them, 
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the probability of presence of the Spotted Towhee in week 12 is 0.25. 

To properly present the pattern of presence across the year, the relative probability of presence is calculated. This is the probability of presence divided 
by the maximum probability of presence across all weeks. For example, imagine the probability of presence in week 20 for the Spotted Towhee is 0.05, 
and that the probability of presence at week 12 (0.25) is the maximum of any week of the year. The relative probability of presence on week 12 is 
0.25/0.25 = 1; at week 20 it is 0.05/0.25 = 0.2. 

The relative probability of presence calculated in the previous step undergoes a statistical conversion so that all possible values fall between 0 and 10, 
inclusive. This is the probability of presence score. 

Breeding Season () 
Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds across its entire range. If there are no yellow bars shown for a 
bird, it does not breed in your project area. 

Survey Effort () 
Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of surveys performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) 
your project area overlaps. 

No Data () 
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week. 

Survey Timeframe 
Surveys from only the last 10 years are used in order to ensure delivery of currently relevant information. The exception to this is areas off the Atlantic 
coast, where bird returns are based on all years of available data, since data in these areas is currently much more sparse. 

 
 

 

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) 1 prohibits the take (including killing, capturing, selling, trading, and transport) of protected 
migratory bird species without prior authorization by the Department of Interior U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS). The incidental 
take of migratory birds is the injury or death of birds that results from, but is not the purpose, of an activity. The FWS interprets the 
MBTA to prohibit incidental take. 

 

1. The Migratory Birds Treaty Act of 1918. 
2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940. 

i::sreeamg ~eason u 
Yellow bars denote a very liberal estimate of the time-frame inside which the bird breeds across its entire range. If there are no yellow bars shown for a 

bird, it does not breed in your project area. 

Survey Effort() 
Vertical black lines superimposed on probability of presence bars indicate the number of surveys performed for that species in the 10km grid cell(s) 

your project area overlaps. 

No Data() 
A week is marked as having no data if there were no survey events for that week. 

Survey Timeframe 

Surveys from only the last 10 years are used in order to ensure delivery of currently relevant information. The exception to this is areas off the Atlantic 

coast, where bird returns are based on al l years of available data, since data in these areas is currently much more sparse. 

Migratory birds 
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) 1 prohibits the take (including killing, capturing, selling , trad ing, and transport) of protected 

migratory bird species without prior authorization by the Department of Interior U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS). The incidental 

take of migratory birds is the injury or death of birds that results from, but is not the purpose, of an activity. The FWS interprets the 
MBTA to prohibit incidental take. 

1. The Migrato[Y. Birds Treaty Act of 1918. 

2. The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act of 1940. 



http://www.fws.gov/program/eagle-management
http://www.fws.gov/library
http://www.fws.gov/media/supplemental-information-
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and nearshore coastal waters. Some deepwater reef communities (coral or tuberficid worm reefs) have also been excluded from the inventory. These 
habitats, because of their depth, go undetected by aerial imagery. 

 
Data precautions 

Federal, state, and local regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over wetlands may define and describe wetlands in a different manner than that used in 
this inventory. There is no attempt, in either the design or products of this inventory, to define the limits of proprietary jurisdiction of any Federal, state, 
or local government or to establish the geographical scope of the regulatory programs of government agencies. Persons intending to engage in 
activities involving modifications within or adjacent to wetland areas should seek the advice of appropriate Federal, state, or local agencies concerning 
specified agency regulatory programs and proprietary jurisdictions that may affect such activities. specified agency regulatory programs and proprietary jurisdictions that may affect such activities. 
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