Notice of Exemption

ILET

Appendix E

To:

e e/

OCT 15 2025
Office of Planning and ResearchTEPHANIE WELLEMEYER, COUNTY FCT&IZ?QZK(PUb“C Agency): Modoc Resource
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108 E. Modoc Street
Alturas, CA 96101

Project Title: = Modoc Wildland Urban interface Fuels Reduction Project — Phase 3 Countywide Defensible Space
Program

Project Applicant:. Modoc Resource Conservation District in partnership with the Modoc Fire Safe Council

Project Location - Specific: Residential parcels located throughout Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) communities
in Modoc County, including Alturas, Adin, Canby, Cedarville, Davis Creek, Eagleviile, Fort Bidwell, Lake City, Likely,
Lookout, and New Pine Creek.

Project Location - County: Modoc

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: The Countywide Defensible Space Program is a
continuation of the Defensible Space Landowner Assistance Program led by the Modoc Fire Safe Council since 2004.
This no-cost hazardous fuels reduction program provides defensible space treatments around homes located within
Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) areas across Modoc County. Approximately 50 acres will be treated, resulting in up to
100 feet of defensible space around habitable structures. Treatments will include removal of ladder fuels, trimming of
vegetation, and disposal of flammable debris. The purpose is to slow the spread of wildfire, reduce flame intensity, and
create safer access for emergency responders, thereby protecting residents, essential infrastructure, and community
safety. Beneficiaries include property owners and residents throughout the County, as well as local and regional fire
suppression agencies.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Modoc Resource Conservation District

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: _Modoc Fire Safe Council

Exempt Status: (check one):

[] Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);

[] Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));

[ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));

X Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: _Class 4, Section §15304 Minor Alterations to Land or
Vegetation (i) Fuels Management

[ ] Statutory Exemptions. State code number: _

Reasons why project is exempt:  The project consists of vegetation management activities and fuels reduction
around existing residential properties within established communities. Activities are minor in scope, involve no
significant ground disturbance, and are designed solely to reduce wildfire risk. The project does not involve expansion
of use, removal of healthy, mature scenic trees, or disturbance to sensitive habitats. No exceptions to categorical
exemptions (Guidelines §15300.2) apply, as the project will not cause significant cumulative impacts, damage scenic
resources, occur on hazardous waste sites, or adversely affect historical resources. Therefore, the project is
appropriately exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15304, Class 4 (Minor Aiterations to Land).



Lead Agency Contact Person:
Name:_Michael Colbert

Title:___ Projects Manager
Phone:_530-640-2179
Email:__mcolbert. mrcd@outlook.com

If filed by applicant:

1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. N/A —Lead Agency Filing
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approvingthe project? [ |Yes [ |No

Date: ZZ /?'ZS Title: _Executive Director

Xl Signed by Lead Agency ] Signed by Applicant

o’

SignatU(e:

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, PublicResources Code. Date Received for filingat OPR:

Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.



RESOLUTION NO. £ -2025
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MODOC RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Resolution of the Board of Directors of the Modoc Resource Conservation District
Approving the Modoc Wildland Urban Interface Fuels Reduction Project - Phase 3
Countywide Defensible Space Program and Authorizing the Filing of a Notice of
Exemption Under the California Environmental Quality Act

WHEREAS, the Modoc Resource Conservation District is seeking funding through the Sierra
Nevada Conservancy Wildfire and Forest Resilience Grant Program to implement the
Countywide Defensible Space Program, a continuation of the Defensible Space LLandowner
Assistance Program led by the Modoc Fire Safe Council; and

WHEREAS, the program will provide no-cost hazardous fuels reduction treatments for
residential properties located in Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) communities throughout
Modoc County, including Alturas, Adin, Canby, Cedarville, Davis Creek, Eagleville, Fort
Bidwell, Lake City, Likely, Lookout, and New Pine Creek; and

WHEREAS, under the current grant, the program will treat approximately 50 acres, creating up
to 100 feet of defensible space around habitable structures to slow wildfire spread, reduce flame
intensity, and improve access and safety for emergency responders; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Public Resources Code §21080 and CEQA Guidelines §15004, the
Board of Directors of the Modoc Resource Conservation District, as the lead agency, is required
to consider the potential environmental consequences of its actions prior to approving a project;
and

WHEREAS, the Board has reviewed the project description, staff report, and supporting
documentation, and has determined that the project is categorically exempt from CEQA pursuant
to Section 15304(i), Class 4 of the State CEQA Guidelines, which exempts minor alterations to
land for fuel management activities; and

WHEREAS, the Board further finds that none of the exceptions to categorical exemptions set
forth in CEQA Guidelines §15300.2 apply to this project, including unusual circumstances,
cumulative impacts, scenic highways, hazardous waste sites, or historical resources;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Modoc Resource
Conservation District hereby:

1. Finds that it has considered the potential environmental consequences of the Countywide
Defensible Space Program prior to project approval, consistent with Public Resources
Code §21080 and CEQA Guidelines §15004;

2. Approves the Countywide Defensible Space Program;



3. Finds that the program is categorically exempt from CEQA under Section 15304(3),
Class 4; and

4. Directs staff to file a Notice of Exemption with the Modoc County Clerk and the State
Clearinghouse, as appropriate.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Modoc Conservation District on this

gt day of D1 2025, by the following vote:

- AYES: 3
« NOES:

e ABSENT: 3
o ABSTAIN: /

I, Erika Forrest, the undersigned Chairman of the Modoc Resource Conservation District, hereby
certify that the foregoing is a frue and correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Executive
Board at a meeting held onl? Q‘H" , 2025, at which a quorum was present.

% b )
Modoc Resource Conservation District, Chairperson
Modoc Resource Conservation District Board of Directors

ATTEST:

3
%W M/LU’L

Pearce Flournoy, Sec/retary
Modoc Resource Conservation District Board of Directors




