
Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From: (Public Agency): Modoc Resource 
Conservation District 

County Clerk 
County of:___,M=od=o~c'------

108 E. Modoc Street 
Alturas, CA 96101 

221 W. 81h Street. Alturas 
California 96101 

(Address) 

Project Title: Modoc Wildland Urban Interface Fuels Reduction Project - Phase 2 Modoc Recreational 
Estates 

Project Applicant: Modoc Resource Conservation District 

Project Location - Specific: 

T43N, R12E Sections 23, 24 & 25; 

T43N R13E Sections 30 & 31; 

T42N R13E Section 06 Mount Diablo Base & Meridian 

USGS 7.5' Quad Map(s): Mahogany Ridge 

f][ILEJD) 
OCT 1 5 2025 

STEPHANIE WELLEMEYER,COUNTY CLERK 
BY.::f~~~l(_Q__ 

Project Location - City: Alturas Project Location - County: Modoc DEPUTY 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 

The project consists of shaded roadside fuel reduction treatments across approximately 164 acres. 
Treatments will include the removal of all juniper trees with a dbh of 10-inches or less and the removal of 
larger trees to ensure a distance between canopy cover of 20 - 40 feet. No old growth juniper trees will 
be removed. The treatment will include mastication, hand thinning, and chipping of understory vegetation 
and surface fuels within 100 feet of both sides of existing roads.Wetlands or other sensitive habitats will 
be avoided. 
The purpose of the project is to reduce hazardous fuel loads, improve emergency access and evacuation 
routes, enhance defensible space, and increase wildfire resilience for the Modoc Recreational Estates 
community and surrounding areas. Beneficiaries include local residents, fire suppression agencies, and 
the broader Modoc County community. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Modoc Resource Conservation District 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Modoc Resource conservation District 

Exempt Status: (check one): 

D Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 
D Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 
D Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 
~ Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: 

Alterations to Land or Vegetation (i) Fuels Management 
D Statutory Exemptions. State code number: _ 

Class 4, CCR Section §15304 Minor 

Reasons why project is exempt: The project involves minor alterations to land and vegetation in the form 
of mastication, hand thinning, and chipping along existing road corridors. No healthy, mature scenic trees will 
be removed. The project avoids wetlands and other sensitive habitats, results in only minimal ground 
disturbance, and does not convert forestland to non-forest uses. Treated vegetation will retain the ability to 
regenerate. The project will not result in significant impacts to aesthetics, agriculture/forestland, air quality, 
biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and 
hazardous materials, hydrology or water quality, land use planning, mineral resources, noise, population and 
housing, public services, recreation, transportation, tribal cultural resources, utilities and service systems, or 
wildfire. 



None of the exceptions to categorical exemptions under CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply. Therefore, 
the project is appropriately exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15304, Class 4 (Minor Alterations to 
Land). 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: Michael Colbert Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 530-640-2179 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been fi led by the public agency approving the project? D Yes D No 

Signatu~'-- {JJ qJZ. g Date: /0 -q _ Z 5( Title: Executive Director 

[8J Signed by Lead Agency O Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at QPR: ______ _ 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

Revised 2011 



RESOLUTION NO. '7-2025 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

MODOC RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE MODOC RESOURCE 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT APPROVING MODOC WILDLAND URBAN 
INTERFACE FUELS REDUCTION PROJECT - PHASE 2 MODOC RECREATIONAL 
ESTATES FUELS REDUCTION AND AUTHORIZING FILING OF A NOTICE OF 
EXEMPTION UNDER CEQA 

WHEREAS, the Modoc Resource Conservation District is seeking funding through the Sierra 
Nevada Conservancy Wildfire and Forest Resilience Grant Program to implement the Modoc 
Wildland Urban Interface Fuels Reduction Project - Phase 2 Modoc Recreational Estates 
Fuels Reduction ("Project"); and 

WHEREAS, the program will implement fuel reductions along strategic roadway alignments 
within the community known as the Modoc Recreational Estates, including Pencil Road, Mallard 
Drive, Pintail Drive, Pheasant Drive and Mountain Trout Drive; and 

WHEREAS, under the proposed grant, the program will treat approximately 134 acres, creating 
up to 100 feet of defensible space on each side of the road alignments to slow wildfue spread, 
reduce flame intensity, and improve access and safety for the emergency responders and improve 
egress and safety for the residents; and 

WHEREAS the California Environmental Quality Act (Section 21000 et seq. of the Public 
Resources Code) requires that Lead Agencies consider the environmental consequences of their 
actions before approving a project; and 

WHEREAS, the Project has been reviewed pursuant to the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA), Public Resources Code §21000 et seq., and the State CEQA Guidelines, Title 14, 
California Code of Regulations §15000 et seq.; and 

WHEREAS, the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to Class 4, § 15304 - Minor Alterations 
to Land; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors finds that the Project meets the criteria for exemption and 
that none of the exceptions listed in CEQA Guidelines §15300.2 apply; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines §15062, a Notice of Exemption (NOE) may be filed 
following project approval. 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the 
Modoc Resource Conservation District as follows: 

1. Project Approval 
The Board of Directors hereby approves the Modoc Wildland Urban Interface Fuels 
Reduction Project - Phase 2 Modoc Recreational Estates Fuels Reduction as 
described in the staff report and supporting documentation. 

2. CEQA Finding 
The Board finds that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to State CEQA 
Guidelines, Section 15304, Class 4-Minor Alterations to Land. 

3. Authorization to File NOE 
The Board authorizes and directs the Executive Director to file a Notice of Exemption 
with the County Clerk of Modoc County in accordance with CEQA Guidelines § 15062. 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Modoc Resource Conservation 
District this !l!!:._ day of D{_.;,f , 2025, by the following vote: 

• AYES: 3 
• NOES: 0 
• ABSENT: 3 
• ABSTAIN: I 

I, Erika Forrest, the undersigned Chairman of the Modoc Resource Conservation District, hereby 
certify that the foregoing is ~.:1Y~ and correct copy of the resolution adopted by the Executive 
Board at a meeting held on -1.Ej.1, 2025, at which a quorum was present. 

Modoc Resource Conservation District, Chairperson 
Modoc Resource Conservation District Board of Directors 

ATTEST: 

Pearce Flournoy, Secretary, 
Modoc Resource Conservation District Board of Directors 


