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Castle Mountain Mine Phase II Expansion Project

San Bernardino County Land Use Services - Planning Division

Derek Newland

derek.newland@lus.sbcounty.gov (909) 387-8311

Unincorporated, Nipton, CA                                                                     San Bernardino     

The Phase II Expansion, seeks to increase mining operations at the Castle Mountain Mine project site. This includes 
expanding the mining area, increasing ore processing, updating facilities, and adding new utilities and infrastructure. Key 
elements of the proposed action are: 1) Quadrupling annual mining rates from 20 million to 80 million tons, 2) Increasing 
total land disturbance by an additional 1,800 acres (for a total of 3,294 acres), 3) Expanding and deepening open pits, 
with the last pit remaining as a permanent lake, 4) Increasing groundwater use to 2,250 acre-feet per year, supplied from 
both on-site wells and the Ivanpah Valley via a new pipeline, 5) Constructing a 32-mile underground water pipeline from 
Nipton, CA to the mine site, 6) Building a 16.5-mile 69kV overhead power line to connect the mine to the grid at Walking 
Box Ranch, 7) Increasing overburden stockpiling by an additional 196 million tons, 8) Increasing crushing rate from 6 
million to 19 million tons per year, 9) Expanding mine infrastructure , including pits, overburden sites, heap leach pad, 
and access roads, 10) Adjusting utility alignments to avoid impacts to the Mojave National Preserve.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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California Environmental Protection Agency 
California Department of Conservation (DOC) 
Division of Mining Reclamation (DMR) 
California Air Resources Board 
Cal Regional Water Quality Control Board 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife




