
Notice of Exemption   
 

To:  Office of Planning and Research  From: California Department of Water Resources 
        P.O. Box 3044, Room 113              San Luis Field Division, 
        Sacramento, CA 95812-3044              31770 Gonzaga Road  
                  Gustine, CA 95322 

 

Project Title: California Aqueduct Reaches 5, 6, and 7 Westlands Water District Utility Pole Replacements 
  
Project Location City and County: Fresno and Kings Counties 

 
Project Location, Specific: Work will occur at utility poles located at Westlands Water District (WWD) turnouts 
in Reaches 5, 6, and 7 of the California Aqueduct (Aqueduct). The turnouts are on the right (R) and left sides (L) of 
the Aqueduct in the Department of Water Resources (DWR) right of way (ROW). The work sites are at Aqueduct 
mileposts (MP): MP 117.51L, MP 120.77L, MP 126.65L, MP 130. 85L, MP 132.81L, MP 138.29L, MP 162.63L, MP 
163.69R, and MP 164.79R. The northernmost site, MP 117.51L, is approximately 0.02 miles south of the 
intersection of the Aqueduct and Manning Avenue. MP 167.84R, the southernmost site, is approximately 0.36 miles 
south of the intersection of the Aqueduct and Avenal Cutoff Road.  

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: WWD has requested permission to 
remove and replace utility power poles that no longer meet safety standards; the poles are in the DWR right of way.  
At each site, WWD contractors will perform the work by first de-energizing the overhead electrical conductors (OVC) 
and detaching the OVC from the existing pole. Then, the electrical conduit that protects the primary cables, and 
spans the length of each pole, will be detached from the pole and will be placed on the side of the work area. A 
crane will then remove the pole from its hole, and the pole will be loaded onto a trailer and disposed of offsite. Once 
the pole is removed, the contractors will use an auger to expand the existing hole to an approximately 2 feet in 
diameter and 6 feet deep area. A pole of similar size and made of similar material will be installed into the hole. The 
area around the new pole will be backfilled, the electrical conduit and cables will be reattached, and the area around 
the new poles will be compacted to match the original grade.  Finally, the OVC will be reconnected to the new pole 
and will be re-energized.  

Work is necessary to ensure safe, reliable electrical service to WWD. WWD and its Contractors will benefit. 

 

Public Agency Approving Project: Department of Water Resources, as Responsible Agency 

 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Westlands Water District 

 
Exempt Status: (check one) 
 
 □ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 
 
 □ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 
 
     □ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));  
 
 X Categorical Exemption: 15305(b) Minor Alterations in Land Use Limitations – Issuance of Minor Encroachment Permits 
 
 □ Statutory Exemptions.  State code number(s):  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Docusign Envelope ID: 19A36B02-956C-4CFA-909C-1A76EA155582



Reasons Why Project is Exempt: WWD requests encroachment permission to remove and replace 9 of its 
existing utility power poles located in the DWR right of way. As the Responsible Agency, DWR will issue an 
encroachment permit for this work. Work will occur in areas with an average slope of less than 20 percent and will 
not result in any changes in land use or density; Categorical Exemption 15305 (b) (Minor Alterations in Land Use 
Limitations - Issuance of minor encroachment permits) applies. 
 

 

Responsible Agency Contact: 
 
Signature: __________________________________ Date:  _______________________ 

Printed Name: Mark McDaniel     Title: Planner/Scheduler/UC Supervisor              Phone: (209) 827-5190 

Docusign Envelope ID: 19A36B02-956C-4CFA-909C-1A76EA155582
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