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INTRODUCTION 
 
 
HISTORIC BUILDING SURVEY: PAUL ECKE CENTRAL ELEMENTARY, BUILDING #1 

 
LOCATION:  
185 Union Street, City of Encinitas, San Diego County, California 
 
PRESENT OWNER/OCCUPANT:  
Encinitas Union School District  
 
PRESENT USE:  
Educational Building (Office and classrooms) 
 
SIGNIFICANCE:  
Building #1 is a very well-kept example of a 1940s Modern Style school building with Colonial 
Revival elements. The building was designed by renowned California master architect 
Robert Rice Curtis. Mr. Curtis and his firm are associated with an extensive body of work 
which primarily consists of projects for various school districts in Southern California from 
the 1920s to the 1950s. While Mr. Curtis and his firm are attributed to a multitude of projects, 
Building #1 at what is now Paul Ecke Central Elementary School is one of the best surviving 
examples of Mr. Curtis’ work. It is also one of the only known examples of his surviving work 
that combines Modern style with Colonial revival style. Therefore, based on its association 
with a master architect and distinctive architectural style, this building is recommended 
eligible for independent listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under 
Criterion C and the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) under Criterion 3. 
 
HISTORIAN:  
Shannon Lopez, MA (Historian, Cogstone Resource Management, 2025-2026) 
Stephen Schafer (Photographer, Independent Contractor, 2025-2026) 
 
PROJECT INFORMATION:  
The Encinitas Union School District proposes to demolish and rebuild the existing buildings 
within the boundaries of Paul Ecke Central Elementary School with the exception of Building 
#1, a nearly 100-year-old building (Figures 1 through 3). As the result of a Historic Built 
Environment Assessment Building #1 was recommended eligible for independent listing in 
the NRHP under Criterion C and the CRHR under Criterion 3. To mitigate adverse impacts 
resulting from the demolition of Building #1, Cogstone has prepared this report to provide 
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thorough documentation of this historic resource prior to demolition to be kept on file with 
the Encinitas Union School District.  
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Figure 1. Paul Ecke Central Elementary School Building #1 vicinity map  
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Figure 2. Paul Ecke Central Elementary School Building location map  
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Figure 3. Paul Ecke Central Elementary School Building #1 aerial  
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PART I. HISTORICAL INFORMATION 
 
 

A. PHYSICAL HISTORY 
1. DATE OF ERECTION:  

1947 
 

2. ARCHITECT:  
Building #1 (Building A) was designed by Master Architect Robert Rice Curtis of 
Kistner, Curtis & Wright. Robert Rice Curtis was born in Sheffield, Illinois on 
December 20, 1879. In 1901 he graduated from Knox College and sometime prior 
to 1911 he married Margaret Dewey. Mr. and Mrs. Curtis moved to Colorado, but 
by 1911 they moved to San Diego where he was listed as an architect (license # 
832) and opened his own architectural office. From 1916 to 1919, Mr. Curtis left 
his practice and for three years owned, operated, and likely designed an oil/gas 
station in San Diego. In 1919, Mr. Curtis sold his business and was hired as a 
specification writer by Theodore C. Kistner, the principal architect of T.C. Kistner 
& Co. At the time Mr. Curtis was hired, T.C. Kistner & Co. specialized in designing 
apartment and school buildings in San Diego. The firm became the official 
architect for the San Diego School office (The City of San Diego 2018). 
 
In 1922, Mr. Curtis took charge of the San Diego office when Mr. Kistner opened a 
second company office in Los Angeles. In 1933, Mr. Kistner and Mr. Curtis 
partnered to create the firm Kistner & Curtis (San Diego History Center Document 
Collection 2011). During WWII the firm served the U.S. military exclusively and 
received numerous commendations by the Navy’s Bureau of Yards & Docks for 
their high level of achievement. After the war, the firm shifted focus to designing 
new schools as well as retrofitting school buildings for earthquakes. In 1941, 
architect Henry L. Wright joined the firm as a partner, changing the company 
name to Kistner, Curtis & Wright. In 1952, Henry Wright’s brother William T. Wright 
was hired as a structural engineer. As a result, the Los Angeles branch was 
renamed Kistner, Curtis, Wright & Wright while the San Diego branch was 
renamed Kistner, Curtis & Foster. Mr. Curtis managed the San Diego Branch office 
until his death in 1958.  
 
Building #1 was designed by Mr. Curtis in 1947 while he was the San Diego branch 
office’s manager and company business partner. During this time, San Diego 
County was experiencing massive population growth, nearly doubling from 
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289,348 residents in 1940 to 556,806 by 1950 (Modern San Diego 2025). Despite 
a search of the Pacific Coast Architectural Database (PCAD) and other resources, 
a list of works specifically attributed to Robert Curtis himself is limited due to a 
lack of information. However, his name is associated with numerous projects as 
partner in Kistner & Curtis, Kistner, Curtis & Wright, and Kistner, Curtis & Foster.  
 
The following projects associated with Mr. Curtis throughout his career are 
excerpted from the 2017 official Nomination Report for Historic Designation for 
“The Robert and Margaret Curtis House” prepared by Johnson & Johnson 
Architecture (Johnson & Johnson Architecture 2017).  
 
Projects attributed specifically to Mr. Curtis: 
• 1435 Grove Street (built 1912), Tudor Style, single-family residence. Locally 

listed as a historic resource (HRB No 1286) under local designation Criteria C, 
D, and F for its architectural style and association with a master architect 
(Robert R. Curtis).  

• Building #1, Central School/ Paul Ecke Central Elementary (built 1947), 
Modern Style with Colonial Revival elements.  

• 4811 Lomitas Drive (built ca. 1952), Mid-Century Ranch Style, single family 
residence. New home for Mr. Curtis. 

• 4821 Lomitas Drive (built ca. 1952), Mid-Century Ranch style, single family 
residence. Home for Mr. Curtis’ daughter’s family. 

 
Projects Mr. Curtis with various architectural firms from the 1920s to the 1950s. 
Projects largely revolve around school design.  

 
With T. C. Kistner & Co. (Specifications Writer, Manager, 1920-1933) 
1920 Coronado High School $150,000 
  Capistrano High School $60,000 
  High School on the Kuntz Tract 
  Sweetwater Union High School in National City $172,000 
  Grossmont Union High School $110,000 
  El Cajon Grammar School $35,000 
  Garfield Elementary (extant administration building at 110 W. McLean 

 Street, Alhambra) 
  Loma Portal Elementary (extant at 3341 Browning Street, San Diego) 
  Brooklyn Elementary (no longer extant) 
  Emerson Elementary (original buildings no longer extant) 
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  La Jolla Elementary (majority of original buildings no longer extant) 
1921 Oceanside High School 
  Oceanside Grammar School 
  Washington Grammar School 
  Theodore Roosevelt Junior High School 
  Memorial Junior High School 
  Woodrow Wilson Junior High School 
1922 Santa Ana Grammar School 
  Union High School, Garden Grove 
  Excelsior Union High School, Norwalk, $250,000 
  Bradford Avenue School, Placentia 
  An Elementary School in San Diego $60,000 
  Newport Beach Elementary School $55,000 
  Southern Title Guaranty Company 
1923-1929 Unknown 
1928 Bradley & Woolman Mortuary and Chapel 
1930 City and County Building, San Diego (with the Quayle Brothers) 
 
Kistner & Curtis 1933 
1936 Earthquake retrofit of schools, $110,000 
1937 Hoover High School Addition $40,000 
1938 Hoover High School Gymnasium $125,000 
1939-1946 Military Contracts 50,000,000 
1941 Marine Corps Air Stations at Goleta, El Toro and Mojave 
 
Kistner, Curtis & Wright 1941 
1942-1945 U. S. Navy. Barracks, bachelor officers' quarters, laundry building and 

 incinerator 
1945 Fallbrook Public Utility District 
  San Diego Hall of Justice (with Frank Hope and William Lodge) 

 $4,500,000 
1945-1951 540 projects for more than 70 school districts, hiring an average of 280 

 persons. 
1946 U.S. Atomic Energy Commission (several projects) California, Arizona, 

 and Los Alamos, New Mexico. 
1948 Innovated the "Bilateral" school lighting system  
  Bella Vista Elementary School in Montebello (original buildings extant, 

 current integrity unknown) 
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  Rosemead High School (original buildings extant, current integrity 
 unknown) 

  Barstow Elementary School (condition unknown) 
1949 La Mesa High School $1,800,000 (condition unknown) 
1952 Personal residence and home for daughter and family at 4811 and 

 4821 Lomitas Drive 
 
Kistner, Curtis, Wright & Wright, Los Angeles 1952 
1950s Cerritos College 
 
Kistner, Curtis & Foster, San Diego 1952 
1953 Oceanside-Carlsbad Union High School (one original Modern style 

 building remains) 
1956 Helix Irrigation District Administration Building 
  National City Boys Club, Chula Vista 
1958 Castle Park Junior High School, 11 room addition 
  Granger Junior High School, additions 
  Chula Vista High School, additions 
  Riverside office building 
1959 St. Andrews Episcopal Church, $150,000 

 
3. ORIGINAL AND SUBSEQUENT OWNERS, OCCUPANTS, USES:  

Encinitas Union School District is the original and current owner/occupant of this 
building.  
 

4. BUILDING, CONTRACTOR, SUPPLIERS:  
Not known. 

 
5. ORIGINAL PLANS AND CONSTRUCTION:  

See Appendix B. 

6. ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS:  
• Exterior- North façade: The original metal letters (“ENCINITAS UNION 

SCHOOL”) on the entablature at the north façade’s entrance porch is no 
longer extant. They have been replaced by a mounted sign which reads “PAUL 
ECKE CENTRAL SCHOOL.” Original wood framed awning type windows on all 
elevations have been replaced within approximately the last 20 years.  
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• Exterior- North façade: Replacement windows are comprised of metal frames 
and false muntins, however the windows closely imitate the original awning 
design of the originals and largely maintain the overall building’s original 
design and feeling. 

• Exterior- North façade: The original building plans depict the primary entrance 
as consisting of side-lights and transom windows with glass blocks and 
double doors (half glass with wire glass plate). Currently, the original glass 
blocks have been replaced with glass plates and the half wire glass plate 
wooden doors replaced with double full glass doors with thick steel frames. 
While the original materials and design of the primary entrance have been 
altered, the replacement materials reflect much of the feel of the original 
design.  

• Exterior- South and partial east elevation: the original paneled wooden doors 
have been replaced with modern steel doors (mixture of flush and flush with 
narrow lite). The door replacements fit modern standards (including safety) 
and their placement at the back of the building, out of view of the public 
throughfare, results in minimal impact to the overall visual impression of the 
building.  

• Exterior- South and east elevation: Numerous large mosaic murals are affixed 
to the exterior of the south and a portion of the east elevations. Installation 
corresponds with graduating classes from the 2000s and 2010s.  

 
B. HISTORICAL CONTEXT  
1. BACKGROUND HISTORY:  

Building #1 is a component of the Paul Ecke Central School. The school was originally 
called “Central School” until its name changed in 1986. It was named after Paul Ecke 
Sr., who owned two farms in Encinitas and Carlsbad, California, was co-founder of 
the American Florist Exchange market in Los Angeles, and was inducted into the 
Floriculture Hall of Fame in 1970 (EUSD n.d.; CSUSM n.d.).  
 
In the mid-1920s, initial attempts to construct the Central School were met with 
strong resistance by residents of the town of Encinitas as it already maintained a 
grammar school (Coast Dispatch 1927) and residents were heavily concerned over 
the remote location of the proposed school. This preexisting school was likely the 
one-room schoolhouse which was built in 1883 by Mr. John Pitcher on land donated 
to the Encinitas Unified School District (EUSD, established in 1882; EUSD n.d.). In 
1928, a bond for $28,000 was voted on to purchase five acres from Henry Schaaf’s 
ranch (“Seaside Gardens”) for the new school (Coast Dispatch 1928). Construction 
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of the Central School was completed in May of 1929 and consisted of a single Mission 
Revival styled schoolhouse located on Union Street; this building is currently referred 
to as Building #3, “Old School House” (The San Diego Sun 1929). At the time of its 
construction, the school was located among agricultural fields and orchards with the 
Atchinson, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad to the west. By November of 1929, the Ben 
Pearce Construction company was contracted to level the land just east of the 
Central School building for use as a playground (National City Star-News 1929). 

 
A review of United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) aerial photographs and 
building plans provided by the EUSD depicts the development of the Central School 
campus from the 1930s to the early 2000s. At present, there are seven historic in age 
buildings within the boundary of the Paul Ecke Central Elementary campus. The 
following are listed in order of year of construction: 

 
• Building #3: Old School House: Built in 1929. Mission Revival style. Originally built for 

the purpose of a schoolhouse. According to consultation with Eric Smith, Director of 
Facilities and Safety for the school district, from 1969 to 1991 this building was used 
as the District office for the Encinitas School District. When district staff moved to its 
current building at 101 S. Rancho Santa Fe Road, Building #3 returned to its original 
use as a school building (EUSD n.d.).  

• Building #1: Built in 1947. Office and classrooms. Modern style with Colonial Revival 
style elements. This building was designed by Robert Rice Curtis of the architectural 
firm Kistner, Curtis & Wright.  

• Building #2: Built in 1953. Originally built as the Administration building, currently 
used as workrooms, school kitchen, and classroom. Modern style. Based on a review 
of the original 1953 buildings plans, all elevations were heavily altered resulting in the 
loss of the building’s window and door placement. The date of these alterations is 
not clear at this time.  

• Building #7: Built in 1953. Classrooms. Modern Style.  
• Building #4: Built in 1962. Classrooms. Modern style. The original footprint of this 

building was rectangular, running north/south. In 2007, a major addition at the east 
elevation increased the overall massing of the building by one third. The 2007 
addition consisted of three classrooms and workroom (LHA 2007).  

• Building #6: Built in 1968. Classrooms (2). Modern style.  
• Building #8: Built in 1974. Multi-Media Center. Modern Style. The only notable 

alterations to the exterior of the building are the window replacements on north and 
south elevations and the addition of a large tile mosaic at the west elevation in 2015. 
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PART II. ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION 
 
 

A. GENERAL STATEMENT 
1. ARCHITECTURAL CHARACTER:  

 Building #1 is a unique local example of the Modern style with Colonial Revival style 
 elements.  

 
2. CONDITION OF FABRIC: 

 Despite the alterations to the exterior and interior of the building, overall, Building 
 #1 appears to be in very good condition and closely reflects the original 1947 
 building design as drafted by Master Architect Robert Rice Curtis.  

 
B. DESCRIPTION OF EXTERIOR 
1. OVERALL DIMENSIONS: 

Principal Building: 
North façade: Total Length- 212 feet, 4 ½ inches  
East elevation: Total Length- 24 feet, 4 ½ inches  
South elevation: Total Length- 212 feet, 4 ½ inches  
West elevation: Total Length- 87 feet, 6 inches 
 
Open corridor at south elevation: 
South elevation: 187 feet, 7 ¾ inches 
East elevation: Length of overhang- 43 feet, 4 ¾ inches 
 

2. FOUNDATIONS:  
 Concrete slab 
 

3. WALLS:  
Plaster  

 
4. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM, FRAMING:  

Wood 
 

5. PORCHES, STOOPS, BALCONIES, BULKHEADS:  
a. North façade: Entrance porch with red brick steps, gabled roof, wood board 

gable, entablature with sign “PAUL ECKE CENTRAL SCHOOL” supported by 
two sets of thin square columns.  
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b. South elevation and east elevation: L-shaped open corridor at south 
elevation and partial east elevation; wood beam frame, supported by steel 
pile columns, wood board roof, gutters and downspout.  
 

6. CHIMNEYS:  
NA 

 
7. OPENINGS: 

a. Doorways and doors:  
• Exterior: North façade- one set of double full glass doors with thick 

steel frames at the main entrance (replacement). South elevation-  one 
set of double glass doors with thick steel frames at the center of the 
elevation. Secondary doors leading into classrooms and restrooms are 
a combination of flush steel doors with narrow lites and steel doors 
with top and bottom louvered vents.  

• Interior: Half-glass steel doors which lead into office spaces and 
breakroom (not part of the original building design).  

   
b. Windows and shutters: 

• North façade: Awning type windows, projected out; stacked three high 
in sets of seven. Five sets along the north elevation.  

• East elevation: Just below eave level, seven small rectangular swing-in 
windows with bottom hinge.  

 
8. ROOF: 

a. Shape, covering: Composition shingles in a fish scale design (replacement).  
b. Cornice, eaves: Original wood cornices on all elevations, replaced with like 

material. Feature is small and not clearly visible under the eaves.  
c. Dormers, cupolas, towers:  

• Center of north façade- the original octagonal cupola with its square 
base and finial remains largely intact with the exception of a small 
missing piece at the top of the finial.  

• All elevations: the original 23 dormers (functional are roof vents) 
remain in place.  

 
C. DESCRIPTION OF INTERIOR 

1. FLOOR PLANS:  
The building’s original interior floorplan (as depicted in the 1947 plans) consisted 
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of a breezeway, five classroom units, and male/female restrooms. At an unknown 
point in time, the breezeway and the adjacent classrooms (Classrooms #2 and 
#3) were connected via the demolition of Classroom #2’s eastern interior wall and 
Classroom #3’s western interior wall. This connected space is partitioned into 
office/meeting rooms with half-glass doors and window walls and a staff 
breakroom. Classrooms #1, #4, and #5 remain intact and partitioned (according 
to its original design) from the adjacent rooms as do the restrooms at the 
southwest end of the building.  

 
2. STAIRWAYS:  

NA 
 

3. FLOORING:  
Carpet (either nylon or olefin) in classrooms and wood floor laminate in office 
breakroom areas. Neither materials are original to the building’s design nor 
historic in age.  
 

4. WALL AND CEILING FINISH: 
Walls are painted (white) concrete. Ceilings in the classrooms are drop-down 
acoustic panels (non-historic in age). Ceilings within the office spaces in the 
central area of the building are drop down flush (likely painted) drywall with 
dropdown acoustic tiles. An undecorated, octagonal rotunda is inside the main 
office space in the center/east side of the building.  

 
5. OPENINGS: 

a. Doorways and doors: The building’s interior doors (half glass) are located 
within the office space in the center of the building and are not original to 
the building’s design.  

b. Windows: Interior windows are limited to the office space at the center of 
the building and consist of floor to ceiling window walls with metal framing 
at the east and west hallways.  
 

6. DECORATIVE FEATURES AND TRIM: 
The original wood bookcases, wood framed cubicles, small wardrobes, paper 
supply cabinets, and 9- by 6-foot wood frame easels remain in Classrooms #1, 
#4, and #5. The bookcases take up the majority of the north wall in all three 
classrooms and are approximately 2 feet high, rising from the floor up to the base 
of the windows. The wood frame paper supply cabinets (3 feet tall by 2 feet, 6 
inches wide) are located in the northwest corner of the classrooms. The cubicles 
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and wardrobes are in the southwest corner of these classrooms; they are 
approximately 4 feet tall and the doors to wardrobes are no longer present. The 
wood frame Floor Board Easels, fixed to the center of the south wall, include slots 
for chalkboard trays, shallow narrow shelving at the base, and the 7- by 6-foot 
easel (measurements not including the wood frame).  

 
7. HARDWARE:  

Hardware for features such as windows and doors are replacements following 
replacement of windows and doors within the past 20 years.  

 
8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT: 

a. Heating, air conditioning, ventilation: The original floor heaters, 
including tanks and pipes, used to be located in each classroom at floor 
level (which was accessible to students and staff). They are  no longer 
extant and have been replaced with a modern HVAC system. Louvered air 
vents are placed in the dropdown acoustic ceiling.  

b. Lighting: Fluorescent light panels are not original and are set in recessed 
light wells and flush with dropdown ceiling panels. The primary light 
source in the classrooms are the large windows at the north wall and eave 
level ribbon window at south wall.  

c. Plumbing: Not accessible for review. Likely replaced/updated sometime 
within the last 79 years to meet modern standards. The plumbing and 
internal configuration of the male and female restrooms (including sinks, 
toilets, stalls, and urinals) have been updated in recent decades (exact 
date not known).  
 

D. SITE 
1. HISTORIC LANDSCAPE DESIGN:  

According to historic USDA aerial photographs, in 1953 the landscape to the 
south of the building is largely open. An asphalted driveway (still extant) for pick 
up/drop off of students and parking stalls facing Union Street are to the north. 
Multiple large trees are present at the curb facing Union Street until their removal 
in 1998/1999. By the 1970s, the blacktop play area was installed and remains 
extant. Between 2000-2002, the north/south concrete walkway connecting the 
south elevation to the playground area was installed.  
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Currently, some of the original open green area to the south of the building 
remains as does the original driveway and parking stalls to the north of the 
building facing Union Street.  
 

2. OUTBUILDINGS:  
This building is part of the wider Paul Ecke Central Elementary school campus 
which consists of a total of eight permanent buildings and large portable 
classroom buildings. Only Building #3, built 1927, existed prior to the 
construction of Building #1 in 1947. The remaining permanent structures were 
constructed in the 1950s, 1960s, 1970s, and early 2000s. Each of these buildings 
have undergone various levels of repair, alterations, and in one instance, 
expansion.  
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PART III. SOURCES OF INFORMATION  
 
 

A. ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS:  
A PDF copy of the original 1947 building plans for Building #1 as drafted and approved 
by architect Robert Rice Curtis was provided by the Encinitas Union School District 
and included in Appendix B.  

 
B. EARLY VIEWS: 

Historic USDA aerial photographs of Building #1 in addition to the entirety of the Paul 
Ecke Central Elementary School (originally called “Central School”) were reviewed 
as part of this documentation. Aerials spanned the 1930s through the 2010s. See 
Appendix C for aerials from 1953 to 1980. 

 
C. INTERVIEWS: 

No interviews were conducted. 
 

D. SELECTED SOURCES: 
See References Cited. 

 
E. LIKELY SOURCES NOT YET INVESTIGATED: 

The archives of the Encinitas Historical Society could potentially have historic 
photographs of the building. For this document, consultation with the Encinitas 
Historical Society was attempted regarding acquiring historic photographs of 
Building #1 via email on November 5, 2025. Carolyn Cope, president of the Encinitas 
Historical Society, responded on November 8, 2025 via email and expressed dismay 
at the proposed loss of the building. She stated that the society’s archivist Hillel 
Schwartz will respond to Cogstone’s request. No follow up response was received 
from Schwartz or Cope.  
 
Prior attempts were made to consult with the historical society during Cogstone’s 
Historic Built Environment Assessment of the Paul Ecke Central Elementary School 
in 2025. A response was received via email in April of 2025 from Hillel Schwartz who 
stated the society did possess photographs of the school. Cogstone was offered the 
option to visit the historical society’s location to search their archives by 
appointment only. Unfortunately the society’s hours are limited to Saturdays 
between 10am to 3pm and Cogstone’s staff was not available for the in person visit. 
A second option was to commission the society’s staff to undertake research for the 
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Project for a fee. Cogstone declined this option as the fee was beyond the Project’s 
budget. See Appendix D. 

 
F. SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIAL: 

The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) 523 form for the Paul Ecke Central 
Elementary School includes documentation and historic evaluation for Building #1; 
it is included as Appendix E.  
 
Photographs and photograph key of Building #1, taken by professional photographer 
Stephen Schafer, are included in Appendix F.  
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WHl!.l!I!. SIN(iLE CURTAIN Or ,ee1NF­
OCCllRS ~~D sr,u.1. AS SHOWN 
/=OR l'!JARS 0 /N OUTS!Ot; /'ACt; 

a. - ·~, 4.· • 1-.\-\/~_·_,•0.·:·.·~:­
.~:_ ~·•::·>"·'•.·;.c. _. . 
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""'' HOOK E1,1os ·or aa,a:t; 
•••. PLACINa·;;ooxs IN veRTICAL. 
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• ' 

.. 
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_::',,'. e().5/TION, IA/. f'QOTINOS . •·."-

HOOK t!J.IOS OF BARS Ali/0 
·-PL.ACE. l-/09l<S IN VERTICAL. 
p0SIT/QN. 

~'_; i. ~f!!l'JO ·pv,.S/p(:. ~R.S ONLY} .· .• • o • 
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- --,:,, : ~,- -i, 

/NTERS~_Ct!ON TYPICAL CORNER 
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;!.;1ti? :;,:;};\;}if FOOT/IYG''f<fEINF'ORC/NG ATINTeR.SeCTIONS 
:tt:i~:~} _,. /f ·, ":. • ' 

t.·i .· .·,, t;, 

. ..i/:),:,~ °M.(i R··_· •. •. 
,_-_. s• ,;-- .. , • 'i;z • 4 DIAM. FOR BAR.S 

:-.SM!',LLI!.~ THAN . '¾, ~ • ••. 
·'···'•··'R=-3 CIAMi FOR BARS 

'{_. R = 8 DIAM. FOR. BARS 
• " SMALLl!R THAN ,3,fl_ {, 

R·.; '°' l?IAM. FOR. BARS 
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~ OFl'«T CONT, l!Jl!AM .ST,U!LL 

4C DIAM, FOR. SA,es WHeRf! THI$ CLt:AKANCE JS pOSSll!ILI!:. 
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40· '(}MM. 11 
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~ ' i 
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2" Pll!.CI! SAME. D&P'TH 
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LAP SPLICE: I BIJTT $PL.ICE. 
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Dt!P IN7P 7QO OF <JOISTS o.e. 
R:Ai=Tl!:RUJ WHE/tt:.. .:SHl!A THIN~ 
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occue-31 

.. .JO/St tANa£:<e 0/11 TAIi- ,JOISTS 
ov~~ I _·~o .. LONG 1 

i ' t 
___ WHi!.A::E. i'Jq HANO(:!ZS OCCl/,. 

WAt.L HO/llZ. 6A .. .!I 
UCH FAC~ 

{3' .¾ 't II '. // ,!),{· 

V21er1c:AJ.. IJAli!S 
ZACH FAce 

--Ji;'f' 6 // "o, ' 

I • .sr,e,ucr.. .5LA 
THICKNt!SS 
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I 
Tot!•NA)~ J!!'ACH .JOIST TD HeACtU/! 
WITH .i•/(i,d EA . .SIOt:.. 

' +.--'-1-11-----il'--l 
">+----+ll• ,,,.-~ .... ,-:..,..,, 

HORIZOl:JTAL BA!.!.S. · 

l!IIENQ (If," ALONG 
'H<RJZCW,-A/.. /!!A~ 

PQSIT/ON OF HOR./Z, 
t!IA.e:S AT CONST, • 
vOINT 
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llSE IN ALL_ CO,)fRETI! WALLS 
WHE/fl.E. R.£1Nf'o.lZCINO IS NOT 
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1P I;)IAM, 
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.!J'.'ct.. 
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: ~°i'.J1ze -AND- sPAc11-1c. 
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?:."~: }:"'_:;. • • ,_ 
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,.✓.G 

PIPE TO CLe.A/fl. 
/ SLEE.VE BY j • 

NO D(OO--IAJG /'Olii•PIPE TRCNCH/"AR.AL.Le:L.. 
, ro ,POOr,1,.1<z w,r1-11~ -,wi..SL:.:. u/J't!.i. , 

' . •. lio p,pei ;w,,.,- PA.:u Tl-I~,, f"OOf"lNd$ 

TOPPIN& FINISH , .. 

_ '3b f' 4~0 T~l!AD' 

TVPICAL SUPPORT OF JOISTS 

AND RAFTERS AT OPEN N(i,5 

SE.CT/ON 

I 

~ /e£INI'", 

· MONOLITHIC 
CONCR£TI!. 

MONOI..ITHIC !"'IN/SH 

,,, DETAIL Or LOOPED 

RE/NF. FOR STEPS 

WHl!l'!I!. Pl~ M,! Ml:le<!.' T>/AN 
z:o" &lOW 80TTOM OF FOOTIN(; 
i.OWl!.R Foor1N" 1' 

pi pt!, rd', c1.. eA~ .!UUVZ. 

SY f "At.L A1'..0UNO 

·_, .. ,, ·=n,#'_~_ .+-+,l . ,~ .. 
.,: •c;."-· f-,ol--4~'t 

CONCli!.&Ti:. FIL.I. TO BE. PLACl!!.Q 8/!tl'f:)RE: 
FOOTINO IS POl/li!/!.D. .MAKE. .. SAM/!! WIDTH 
All f"D<:)TIN6 ANP /'l/i.L WIDTH 01" PtPe:.. 
rli!.£.NCH, 

I 

TOP OF <.IQl5T.S 0/e R!'!F'Tl;'.?S WHE/f!c 

1 
~ •• =cl!-THl; '"'" °...CCI.IRS) / 

\, /od IN ;f0 HOLI!.; , ' 

PLACI!. AT INTl!.~=Tl""l:/l o,e 
AS OTHl!.Jl!WI~~ c:ALL£D FOR. 
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SPACE AT LEAST 20'o.c. 

NO HEINi'-- Rl!:Q'/:J FOR! SlAIJ$ i 

Less THAN .$!0"' WIO~. I 

TVP!CAt. 5/0EWA~K J 

EXPANSION JOINT J 

,.\ '. 
., 'I 
.·, 

., 
' F', ,,., 

-:-~f~i __ _ 

I 

2 • 2 X8 1./NTEL 
UNU:5$ OTHl!.RWl!Jt:. 
CJe.TAIL.l':O 

2 "8LOcJ<I N,!I 
z:o'"c,'r.:. 

,~ tG 0 .. l2''o.c. 

PleOV/Df;: .Jf FU;eti?ING •It;, ... o.c 

ON Pi.AST£;(? /"ACL Cf' /.;/NTt!LS 
tr'<=>€ MORE IN Dt;PTH 

2 PLATE:5 
WHE:~ 71:?P OF /..INTt:t.. 
DCCUR.5 AT PLAT£. 
I.IN/!.. ~I!.. Ot!TAIUO 
.secr,oN. 

TYPICAi.. WALL, DOOR. AND WINDOW FRAMING 

OIAISON,:,L ~-

..sroos--/to"o.c. 

/<!,d-lZ"c.c. 
.STA66£/i!li..O 

s;ucs • 16 • o.c:. ( 

'--ft:ls::t 

NAIL ALI- 00//l!ILI! ~ruo.s raise ,HeR WITH U!!.d'-12"0.c. STA6Gl!.Rl!.0 

TVPICAL .5TUD WALL INTER.SECTION$ 

BOLT 
SIZ£. 

I • :z 
%" 
"¾'' 
~ .. ,. 

WASHER SCHEDULE T 
.STt;.E/.. PLAT£ WASHERS MAL- ll20N 

ONE OF THE5E WA5HEl!S 
.SHALL Bt:, LI.Seo UNOl!li! H£AOS 

!, ANO NIJT.5 O,F ALL. SOI.TS 

.s<;>VAE'E 
i ' , I" 1 '" 

2J'XZJ'"+ 

21 "zj x;f' 

z-J,.2Jxi 

.3.i .-:_,t ".' 

.3}x.3JI "-J 

ROUND 
I <' I ,. 

Zzx;r 

., ' 
Z ;r";; 
.3 ;( -,~ I 

.37 II J . 6 

4xi 

' : 
w!Ol/NO 

I - " I ., 

2J"X;f , 

3 5 
Z;i:~7a 

.3 X ~ 

..!Ii If. -la 

4 ;,, j 

• 8EA'/!ING ON /MXJO. 
NO /NOUITATION.S ON 

SURFACC. 8E'Ali!ING AGAINST 
U,000 VNL.E5.5 Ol;TAI/..ED. 

WASHER DETAILS 

STUDS ---

Z" PLAT& 
¾ • 151<!0/JT ~ 

o/t,'J.~.Bf?LT.S ~ 
4-0 O•C-

8 £'A RI H,,(i .t.; 
NON· BEARING AT TOILETS 

PARTITIONS(~) TVPICAL INTeRIOR 
' . 

"TYPICAL BASE OF 

EXTE/2/0~ 
51-lcATHt:O V\IALts@; 

~- ·····-~ 

,. -,.· 

~ 
. ,.\;·. \~..Y 

) ,.. ·' 

/ x '5 SOL.ID . 
DJA6. SHTO. 

TV~_ 1/CAL BASE a=ptAG_O. .. 'N~Y 
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NAILING 
A/..L NAILS SHALL BE COMMON Wl~E NAILS, 
{/,5£ THE FIX/..OWIMJ SCHe".DUt..e. EXCEPT w11eli!I!. 

' OTHeli!WI.SE. .Ot:.TAILE.D, 

DETAIL FASTEN/Ne; 

Jo!STS ~ RAFTERS TO .SIDcS OF 
STVOS, 8" JOISTS o,e LESS -- --

/"OR~. AOOITI_ONAL 4"tN l7t:PTH __;_ 

_Jo!!STS 02 RAFTl".IGS TOAL.I. /'j/!AR/N(;S 

TOe. NAILS, £A, SIOE. - - --

ST{..105 TO .BeARINGS -
TOE: NAl/...:i,EA.SIDE:. 

4. 81..0C.K/NG 81:.TWEIN ,J/)ISTS OR ~AFT· 

ees ro e"A. JOIST Oli! .eAFTEI<:. -

5. 
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TOE NAILS, eA.S/OE., EA. END Z• /Od 

B/..OCl(/N6- TO.JOIST OR li!AFT£.le Bt!AtelNt,S -
TVe.NAII-S. e:ACHSlpE. --- -- Z"tOd 

INTEPIQ/2 
.5HEATHIN6- ATAL.'-~Bt:ARINGS - . 

"'""' ---------~ - ·z-8d 
,fts - - ------ .3-B"' 

0/At,ONA/.. -SHEATHING AT Al.I.. e"Nf?S 
OP BOARDS /Xfi,, -- -- - .3,tJd 

Ix l!1 -------- 4.13d 

CR055l!NZ/Dti/Nei BeTH/e"W JC¥STS 
<'le .eAFT£e5 - .TPI: NAILS, eA.i.ND..:.. 2·8d 

He.€RING80NI!: 8/..CX:KINf'i -c--- z-1od, 

/e/BBONS TO STLIO.S -
I" JZIB80N.S ·--- -- -- -
z• RtBBON.S - -- -- --- -

O()I./Bl-E. TOP PI..AT£.S -
I..OWEi! Pl.AT£ 11:J TOP OF 511/0S 
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GEN,;.RAL NOTES ' ''.;,,; • 

,. THE CONTRACT~ Mv.sr v~il'ifA£tq1kisi-f~;,#{i .·-•-
sv=e: STARTl/1/<r W()RK, . ,: •• - .. : .. \,\ ,"'_i;C, 

':l. NDTt;S ANO DETA/1...S .DN DeAJi/Nd$ ~(t, T,AkF, ¼t:'i: . 
PIUC£Dl:NCE. _ 9v£..-e THESE. 61!.tvE~{ r~TES=) , rr:c;, ?'.'; 
.3. MA~IMUM ~L Pfi!E-':LI~ I ;\ ' ~/4• . ;cy:> ',';' i 

OEAo J.OAO _. , .. lft>o . , - ,.,,,,, ·. · -.· 
Clt:AO r LIV£ J.()AO' /~o· '; ,. , : .: '?' ·, 

. P.r. • ./- L.,,_· + s_ e,/$171/C 1~9,_o_ .. _ •.. .,··,(. \( :r,,.,_, __ •. ·. 
4. CHA2Acre.e oj; RWNOATION_;59{L,;_ •: • .[:\:}. :" : 

· . SANDY •. I..OAM'. ; ·.\:;; "(;:;i;, ·• ': .c):/; } :· 
5. A'-t.. CONCli!Ere .sHAL~,lf~yi.:At-i- 'J~rii,/Afc.'.)'l{f/'4i)/ . . ·-­
tee:ss,v&. -~T.f/!ENOTH OF AT J..e:A1r, ;~ ·~](.A!' z~,~ffi't • 
QI!! AS .$f'ECl1"7EO • ..... ·- _. : ' • '\,••· _,, ,i;i 

_ ~- NO PIP£-'. OR O(.ICT.$_ ,';!JflA~I,'} 1¥,_ {"l.1,(:1/.0 /if i '.It; 
fClNCl.!t:.Tl!. If/ALLS o.e. SL.~85 llAI/..E. ~s ~c11r~{,+ Yl,: , 
~fTAILED, _ _• _ ' • , / :,• •• ,J'\., ; ·< ' I} 
7, IF TH£ CONTRA<;TOI,! ~~(li!f.$ .rp MAKI:- A,NY <:Pi,;;;,:'[;i 
STRI/CTIDN JOINTS OTHl!.R THAN TH~t!. SHQWN ,;,N,,:\\:) 

•- • ,"'. • '; --7;· ., '·"./ -· -.. ,.,, .. ·:· _-,,. ·:· '.', ;,.·,.;,-,:,"·,·.,-;:-,,}: 

THE.SI!. ORA.WIN/JS HE /,f/JST SL/8MITJ?ff,T.-M4 . .:; Qff: ~-M{!,'.?!'.;' , 
TO n-i~,ARCHIT~CT ·rOR· APP~aV4f''4'ff~£ .:JT~.J€f"-';f!{)?i ) 

>~:~;i~-ro :,TAii.iS ON:
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Jfi~1Nfl
1~i~L!l2~i~t!, i 

... _ ~~~:1zN!t;i'=r:::t:'P~-,ftff1s:tr01.:'lf!J:fJ1: ?, 
S., _ ALI. RelNFORCING $[Ei4.};,iifJH}J~'.igff~;;i~2'}f{; ' 

DOW£t..S, A')'D OTf!ER IN~~,;~ ',5/f"ll;L.f!-£.. J,V~,l,,c\i'ti_;);~.,Y • 
~c;1.1.eE:o IN ~f[JON ~!elf!, ro Pf?'(~''!'!- • C9f";.<;,'/~-Tf)'; 

ft). vi.i_'a#' SH~~ OTrfi;(~,w,~e. 1t,J'.SfrJtf~t fll~/"#.;1'.g\f 
3/.., {, SPAC/!.R /MRS Appq9.x, •. ..!f/0,','9,·C//ff.l'l/,,L,;1¥,l!.'/1, :r;r 
ANp FOOTING$ TO ~EP MAIN ~NF, IN,IJLAqe,.,Jf~•'iC\)'tiN, 

It. CARA'Y AL/. Foq'r,(N~S To ~tr[H;itN(!(~r~ri',{~)\fX' 

f'OI/NDATION Pl.AN OR DETAll..$ •. r 'P.'Qf.PPYP.~f!:Pt>v.,.,·~1 .•­
rlt.L.5 A.et: FC</ND,1(THI!. FOC?T{Al;tlSf ,:11/Af_l,ff[ffAf_P,;.;)C,~ i 
A M/1,/INf/.lM OF f!.6 INTO f/Nlf'OffM, N4TLl~l',L ;,.(/HI', ;, .. ·;;.,•s, 

.o(.srt,1/UJED eARTH, MAXIMC/M co,,ii::J1r1~N P.REV4iLiNiJ-'"\' 
,,- ' __ , . \· _ 't.~1•,t-_ ;,_,'f_ .. :_-,/1.•./'._ I-~•·': 

12, AL'- WCK!." O~ST.!l!L. ~o~:5r,1, ~~~fJl1""''-l.J'f~~~l' .··• 
SH_A_LI. _Bl!:. IN PLACl: • el!.~TIN~;f?N_ Tf:(f; ~~f_ (}l!fi(,1iff3/''f 1',;i '.. 
81!.FC:l'el!. c;ONQZE.Ttr. IS pt;AC.lfO .~. TH/!.,Q?Nt;;«nf<;'' ,; ii'<"< ' 

• SHALL. seaR~HT ~"A.\'IOV4=:sq<'FI[ or,~a.+t~'i~:,•j:t, .. 
ANO WORJ<'EO '1NQE/i: F'OG! i:VCN ~.ING..'(11.il,~~!!l ;'.,;:: • 

OETAtt.eo :oT~eiff':4 • • , _ •· ,j . \\; \ ' \ !1J'?{fi%1,,;[,Ii~'!' 11 
.'J.!I, PKOV({),E. -f1·fl_ .SILL &;!t.T~ ,4:d\.;,;~ii."1?,F~i;{ttl:1,;;:; . 

TH£. £A,1D 0/: ;tU,'-J?'-~TE.5 ;, l{XTE.NP ~r·f~~l;i'o#.,'1~"'·'r;;; 
tNTP. ~cRtCTE. • . .s~ci;: !1'.Ft,l!4R ~r~1' ;,,_,:: .. :;1;;Y l~ 1:t\\"~~i , 
/4, n:,p Pi.ATES OF AL.4 .woo.,. STilD,1/rV~Lt,'$.V",,v.-.{ti,'?,i/.g , 
PAli!TJTIONS .SHA.I.'- sE z ~,.e<;.es !iA,fre. .. ~,~if.A~H/fifi:v !'. 
STUOS, .$Pi.lCl!.S TO.LAP _4 "·0~ ~X(;_;Pf;, lilf.ffllls{,:j{!i!h"'? 
oe..TAIL~O • ,: : _· --~- _-· '.•.;, ·, .:- .. -,-.· , ___ ·-f\i{if;,_:,:,,j/}_i<-:-,ft[~ ·'. . 
'"' BOL. ttj HO/..~,S IN woop .SHA'-4 Bl!_;Tlf4-.tf~(tt~ ~~f,f}':? ,, 
;A,5 THC: N(;M,11"{,A/... BOLT Sl;t:.i., • •. HC.Li!!i {N., .ST:/5,ff,J... :; ,, >i<o\ · 

: SHAJ...t.· Bi.. /jt;,." 0V~A!.SI~£. • ._;, '.. .. . . .-·. ;_",:, _,f_,-.,.;i~/_i/f.,.·.j-j/}/}1/; .·: 
' . . . ' ' . . . . -,' .. •- :· ;,' :· -.- ,;\ .,. -; ,,, __ ,,,_, . .' ·,:.-<:,, ! ;. ' \J 

l'- 8(:)LTS INWOCO .::iHAf-.L.~~ !/OT,/.#.S!i,[.'flMl,,."/./?i!J.~£ i 
.FROM THt:, E.N.O 0~ z i ~-F~ Tlf~5/1,~/!.. 9"''1 J':'i~~fj! ; 
ANC SPAcer:, NOT Ll!:5S THAN _(i>;. _q,,;--_,,.UA(.L/!._$.S:•w,n:,,0,'.' .. 
srAGf;£/Z£a·~ • 1 • :·, ·t: ( __ :; __ :::.-{- __ .-;-·: ·, • ~--fi}·;·:·)~f •~ 

17 • PLACI! t:;ONTIN/./0/./.5 CgQ:S~~~tttt ;,.;1,+,r,1{~•1,t :. 
IMI/M sR<{c1NG OF "'O" o;,: • .tifT'r't£~ 3/.fl.15_1:5<~1'-./•J,,. 
leAFTER!.S · _._.,.r > -.··· ._, ;;· .t;··_,,,,--'i,, ·' >. _,_, ;f;.: 

.. _. ,, .... ~ , . .'. - , . ;,: . •. . . • .. ·, C,'~(\ft/ ,· 
/8. PL.AC/! Z" ,!;OLIO B,OCl<'ING F/.IL./.._.J:)C:l?{lf CJ/' ./.<?_(!f.~: 11 
0/il!, leAPTe/il!,.5 81;.TWUN JOIST.S '01?,:J;r:AlfT'.t:~S -ov.~;,:f: , 

A.LL SUPP9,;lTS, BI..CJfl<INCI 1"9 8~ (JV.'.,:ii/J:.tf>i~t;E;, i;~,;~ : 
·~- .. ,·· ~-·'•' ' '-\·:_;,- ~·-,;.,-::,. ..,_--_:.·_,.',." ·;•;.'_,'.·.:,,, ':\:',.':1-".~}t:-,;;' 

/9. PROVIOI!. DIAGONAi., !1,£.0Cl(ING Ct/7'. flcETW.Jf,l!./JJ.,''i•.i( \i;,! ; 
STLID5 IN Al.I- Bl!A/il!,IN/J WAt,L.S NQT<t;JlA.~A!,L.'( ••• ,j]'( ·' 
5H6ATHl!O..<', Div!!: I.IN/! OF 81.Ci(:l<'IN(J r4R' ~CH l#f',}i:,) 

OF WALL.~, • _ • ·, ·'.:· • , _ :· .. : :_/\· i:.';_ '-- ;:.:·: __ , ,-:,c., .• ---~:.~:~._;;\ 

20, JOIST AA.ICHOl!S .SHA/,'- 4t! ~C#O. ;".17"0P4",;l[£,-;;J·: 
ENOS t::iPTH£ .SAME JOIST OR.·I../N/!.;.O.f'._iJQ/sns •• .• ·,_,..' 

• .. -··' ', ·-' ... . . , .. _-_. 

. ~I. S(l!3~o= ;o,<? "1£t. N4/t.s' . ,,,,~<,e~ : m;,,i/ .ro ~ ?f:t •. 
;.· -· , , I' 'I~t,fi 
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Encinitas Central School 
(Paul Ecke Central Elementary) 
185 Union Street    
City of Encinitas 
San Diego County 
California 
 

INDEX TO DIGITAL DOCUMENTATION PHOTOS 
   
 
Stephen Schafer, photographer, November 2025. 
 
 
Photo No. 1 Oblique context view of front façade from Union Street. Camera facing SW.  

 

Photo No. 2 Oblique view of front façade. Camera facing SW.  
 

Photo No. 3 Oblique view of front façade. Camera facing SE.  
 

Photo No. 4 Orthogonal façade view of east end of building A. Camera facing S.  
 

Photo No. 5 Orthogonal façade view of east-entry of building A. Camera facing S.  
 

Photo No. 6 Orthogonal façade view of center-entry of building A. Camera facing S.  
 

Photo No. 7 Orthogonal façade view of west-entry of building A. Camera facing S.  
 

Photo No. 8 Orthogonal façade view of west-middle of building A. Camera facing S. 
 

Photo No. 9 Orthogonal façade view of west end of building A. Camera facing S. 
 

Photo No. 10 Orthogonal detail view of entry of building A. Camera facing S. 
 

Photo No. 11 Oblique detail view of entry of building A. Camera facing SE.  
 

Photo No. 12 Oblique view of bathroom wing of building A. Camera facing NW.  
 

Photo No. 13 Oblique view of bathroom wing of building A. Camera facing SE.  
 

Photo No. 14 Orthogonal view of bathroom wing of building A. Camera facing E.  
 

Photo No. 15 Orthogonal view of corridor at west end of building A. Camera facing E.  
 

Photo No. 16 Orthogonal view of east end of building A. Camera facing W.  
 

Photo No. 17 Detail view of corridor canopy. Camera facing SW.  
 

Photo No. 18 Oblique detail view of rear doors to office. Camera facing NE.  



 

ENCINITAS CENTRAL SCHOOL 
185 UNION STREET, ENCINITAS CALIFORNIA  

INDEX TO PHOTOGRAPHS (Page 2) 
 

 

 

 

Photo No. 19 Detail of classroom built-in bookshelves (Classroom #5 on original pans). Camera 
facing SE. 

 

Photo No. 20 Detail of classroom built-in chalkboard (Classroom #5 on original pans). Camera facing 
SW.  

 

Photo No. 21 Overall view classroom (Classroom #4 on original pans). Camera facing E.  
 

Photo No. 22 View from back door of school into administration office (Entry on original pans). 
Camera facing S.  

 

Photo No. 23 View east into administration office (Classroom #2 on original pans). Camera facing E. 
 

Photo No. 24 View west into administration office (Classroom #3 on original pans). Camera facing 
W. 

 

Photo No. 25 View of teacher’s lounge and work room (Classroom #2 on original pans). Camera 
facing NW. 
 

Photo No. 26 Overall view classroom with bookshelves under windows (Classroom #1 on original 
pans). Camera facing NE. 
 

Photo No. 27 Overall view of rear of east end of building from play field. Camera facing NW.  
 

Photo No. 28 Overall view of rear of west end of building from play field. Camera facing NW.  
 

Photo No. 29 Context view of school from across play field. Camera facing N.  
 

Photo No. 30 Context view of school from east parking lot. Camera facing W.  
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Outlook 

Request for information 

From Shannon Lopez <SL0pe2@cogstone.com> 

Date Wed 11/5/2025 7:44 AM 

To info@encinitashistoricalsociety.org < i nfo@encinitashistoricalsociety.org > 

I 2 attachments (15 MB) 

IMG20250605082807.jpg; IMG20250605082813.jpg; 

Good morning, 

My name is Shannon Lopez and I am an architectural historian with Cogstone Resource 
Management located in the City of Orange. Our team is working with the Encinitas School District 
to prepare a detailed historic building survey for one of the oldest school buildings at the Paul Ecke 
Central Elementary School at 185 Union Street, Encinitas. The building faces Union Street and is a 
one-story 1947 office/classroom building designed by master architect Robert Rice Curtis (please 
see attached). 

I am reaching out to you to ask if the historical society would have any digitized historic 
photographs of this specific building in their archives? If so, is it possible to request a copy via 
email? 

Thank you so very much for your time and assistance with this matter. 

All the best, 
Shannon 

Shannon Lopez, MA 

Architectural Historian 

Co115tone Resource Management 

P. 0 . Box 7366, Orange, CA 92863 

714-974-8300 office x 1 08 

~J;llastone com ~stone com 
Offices in Orange, Riverside, Morro Bay, Sacramento 

Uncover the past. Build the future. 

1/512026, 12:3 9 PM 
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Out look 

Re: Request for informat ion 

From Al, Treasurer, EHS < al@encinitashistoricalsociety.org > 

Dat e Sat 11/8/2025 12:28 PM 

To Shannon Lopez <SLopez@cogstone.com> 

111tp~://outlook.offi<:e36S.com/maillinboxlid/AAkAl.gAAAAAAHYQ ... 

Cc info@encinitashistoricalsociety.org < i nfo@encinitashistoricalsociety.org > 

Morning, OK, this whole affair gives me just more grey hairs. It wil l be one ofthe saddest days when 
(or if) that wonderful historic building is trashed. Encinitas does not have many historic buildings left 
and slowly but surely they are falling. I attended that wonderful school as did my older sister. I will 
have our archivist Hillel Schwartz respond to your request. Carolyn Cope, President 

11512026, 12:3 & PM 
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Outlook 

Re: Request far information regarding the Paul Central Elementary Schaal 

From info@encinitashistoricalsociety.org < i nfo@encinitashistoricalsociety.org > 

Date Wed 4/ 9/2025 9:20 AM 

To Shannon Lopez < SLopez@cogstone.com > 

Dear Shannon, 
We do have much material on Paul Ecke School, which is I believe what you are interested in 
researching. 
Indeed, we would be one of the chief holders of material on the school. The San Dieguito Historic 
Ranch and Museum 
may be another. 
With us, you have three options: 
1) setting up an appointment to visit in person the 1883 Schoolhouse of the Encinitas Historical 
Society 
in order to conduct research in our files. This is free but only by appointment, unless you come on 
any Saturday 
10-3, when we are open to the public. 
2) commissioning us to do SPECIFIC research for you, which is $50 an hour for commercial entities. 
I put "specific" in caps because you would need to hone your research questions by subject 
keyword 
and/or date and/or genre (photograph, diary, school yearbook, etc). We will never do an "all­
materials" search for a non-member. 
3) pursuing your research online through newspaper databases. 

Hillel Schwartz 
Archivist 

On Apr 7 2025, at 1: 14 pm, Shannon Lopez < SLopez@cogstone.com > wrote: 
Good afternoon! 

My name is Shannon Lopez and I am an architectural historian with Cogs.tone Resource 

Managment I ocated in the City of Orange. I am currently working on a historic building evaluation 
for the Paul Central Elementary School (originally known as the Central Elementary School) Project 

at 185 Union Street. Please see the attached for additional information regarding the reason for 
this. s.tudy. 

I am reaching out to inquire if the Encinitas. Historical Society has. any documentation, written 
history, drawings, or historic photographs regarding the school and its associated buildings.? I 

would als.o like to as.kif the his.tori cal society knows if the s.chool (particularly the original s.chool 

4'1C\1202S , 7:17 AM 
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httpd loutlook.office.cornlmaillinboxlid/AAMkADUzYjAxYjAwlW .. 

house) was ever evaluated for potential hi storic significance? 

Thank you so very much for your time and I I ook forward to hearing from you. 

Al I the best, 

Shannon 

Shannon Lopez, MA 
Architectural Historian 

Cogstor.e Resource Management 

PO. Box 7366, Orange, CA, 92863 

714-974-8300 office x 1 08 

§!Qpe~££.9stone.com v.ww.cogstone.com 

Offices in Orange, Riverside, Morro Bay, Sacramento 

Uncover the past . Buil<l the future . 

4'1C\1202S , 7:17 AM 



 
 
 
 
 

APPENDIX E. PAUL ECKE CENTRAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL DPR 
 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   

       NRHP Status Code 3S 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   

DPR 523A (9/2013)         *Required information 

Page 1 of 43 *Resource Name or #:  Paul Ecke Central Elementary 
 
P1. Other Identifier:  
P2. Location:   Not for Publication     Unrestricted  
  a. County: San Diego County 
     b. USGS 7.5' Quad: Encinitas  Date:  T  ; R  ;  ¼ of  ¼ of Sec  ; S.B.B.M. 
 c. Address: 185 Union Street            City: Encinitas Zip: 92024  
 d. UTM:  Zone:  ;   mE/   mN  
 e. Other Locational Data: APN: 256-301-0100        Elevation:   
 

P3a. Description:  
Paul Ecke Central Elementary is a public elementary school and is one of nine elementary schools in the Encinitas 
Union Elementary School District. It is located within APN: 256-301-0100 and occupies 7.2 acres. The campus 
consists of eight permanent buildings (seven are historic in age), one large portable classroom building (not historic in 
age), several shelters (not historic in age), large play areas (hardscape and landscape), small gardens, and paved 
parking areas. See Continuation Sheet 
 

P3b. Resource Attributes: HP15. Educational buildings 
P4. Resources Present: Building Structure Object Site District Element of District Other  

P5b. Description of Photo:  
Building 2 (left) and Building 1 
(right, background), facing 
southwest.  
 
P6. Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: Historic  
Prehistoric Both 
Building #1-1947; Building #2-
1953; Building #3-1929; Building 
#4-1962, Building #6-1968; 
Building #7-1953; and Building 
#8-1974.  
 
P7. Owner and Address:   
Encinitas Union School District 
101 South Rancho Santa Fe 
Road, Encinitas, CA 92024 
 
P8. Recorded by:   
Shannon Lopez 
Cogstone Resource 
Management; 1518 W. Taft 
Ave., Orange, CA 92865 
 

P9. Date Recorded: June 5, 2025  
P10. Survey Type: Pedestrian Survey 
 

P11. Report Citation: “Cultural Resources Assessment for the Paul Ecke Central Elementary School Project, City of 
Encinitas, San Diego County, California”. Prepared for: Jasmine Osman, PlaceWorks. Prepared by: Shannon Lopez, 
M.A., Cogstone. 
 

Attachments: NONE  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object 
Record Archaeological Record  District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art 
Record Artifact Record  Photograph Record   Other  
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B1. Historic Name: Central School                                                                           
B2. Common Name: Paul Ecke Central Elementary                                                                        
B3. Original Use: School                                    
B4. Present Use: School                             
*B5. Architectural Style: Mission Revival style, Modern Style with Colonial Revival elements, and Modern Style.  
*B6. Construction History:   
The Paul Ecke Central School was originally called “Central School” until its name changed in 1986. It was named after 
Paul Ecke Sr., who owned two farms in Encinitas and Carlsbad, California, was co-founder of the American Florist 
Exchange market in Los Angeles and was inducted into the Floriculture Hall of Fame in 1970 (EUSD n.d.; CSUSM n.d.).  
 
In the mid-1920s, initial attempts to construct the Central School were met with strong resistance by residents of the 
town of Encinitas as it already maintained a grammar school (Coast Dispatch 1927) and residents were heavily 
concerned over the remote location of the proposed school. This preexisting school was likely the one-room 
schoolhouse which was built in 1883 by Mr. John Pitcher on land donated to the Encinitas Unified School District (EUSD, 
established in 1882; EUSD n.d.). In 1928, a bond for $28,000 was voted on to purchase five acres from Henry Schaaf’s 
ranch (“Seaside Gardens”) for the new school (Coast Dispatch 1928). Construction of the Central School was completed 
in May of 1929 and consisted of a single Mission Revival styled schoolhouse located on Union Street; this building is 
currently referred to as Building #3, “Old School House” (The San Diego Sun 1929). At the time of its construction, the 
school was located among agricultural fields and orchards with the AT&SF Railroad to the west. By November of 1929, 
the Ben Pearce Construction company was contracted to level the land just east of the Central School building for use 
as a playground (National City Star-News 1929). See Continuation Sheet 
 

*B7. Moved?   No   Yes   Unknown   Date:                     Original Location:                    
*B8. Related Features: 
 
B9a. Architect: See Continuation Sheet   b. Builder: Not known                          
*B10. Significance: Local                        Theme: Education                     Area: Encinitas, CA                            
 Period of Significance: 1929-1974  Property Type: Educational Buildings   Applicable Criteria: A/1 and C/3  
 
The Period of Significance for this campus begins in 1929 when the first school building was constructed, and ends in 
1974 when the last historic in age building within the campus grounds was constructed.  
 
See Continuation Sheet 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes:  
*B12. References: 
 
 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
 
*B14. Evaluator: Shannon Lopez                                                                               

*Date of Evaluation: June 27, 2025                               
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P3a. Description Continuded: 
 
Building #1 (Building A; Main Office and Classrooms): Built in 1947, this is a Modern style building with colonial 
revival elements. This one-story building has an L-shaped footprint with moderately pitched combination intersecting 
hipped roofs with a stepped terrace. The roof is clad in fishscale asphalt shingles. Metal vents resembling small 
arched dormers are evenly spaced across the roofline at the north and south elevation. A cupola is at the top of the 
roofline, near the building’s center mass. Below the cupola at the north elevation is a nearly full height entry porch. It 
is pedimented and supported by simplified square vernacular Doric columns. The main entrance consists of double 
doors with transom and side lights. The current transom and side lights are replacements of the original glass block 
windows (a Modern design style).  
 
Windows at the north façade are large, awning type, nine-glass panes each (replacements), organized in sets of 
seven which allow ample natural light. At the eave level of the south elevation (rear of the building) are horizontal 
rectangular windows, three-panes each with false muntins (replacements), organized in sets of seven. Also at the 
south elevation is a wide eaved porch overhang that spans the entirety of the elevation and is supported by steel 
poles. While this building’s windows are all replacements, their style and size match the originals as seen in the 1947 
design plans. The original wood paneled doors and wood paneled doors with wire framed plate glass windows have 
been replaced with contemporary heavy doors with narrow horizontal glass windows.  
 
Large areas of the south elevation are covered by decorative tiles which commemorate the graduating classes of the 
school. The dates of these tiles span from the early 2000s to current.  
 
Building #2 (Workroom, School Kitchen, Classroom): Built in 1953 this is a Modern style building. It is one-story, 
has a rectangular footprint, and a flat roof with wide overhanging eaves. At the west elevation, the eaves project 
outwards and are supported by narrow steel poles, providing a sheltered walkway. A lightwell is cut into the overhang. 
The exterior of the building is clad in stucco. At the north elevation there are four sliding windows with fixed transom 
windows. At the west elevation, four sliding windows with transom windows match the style of the north elevation. At 
the east elevation are utility rooms and a handicap bathroom, the doors of which are flush with louvered floor vents. At 
the north end of this elevation a flush door with a narrow vertical rectangular window leads to a classroom. Entrances 
to the Workroom and Service Kitchen are at the south elevation. A roll up steel window and counter at the east end of 
this elevation are connected to the Service Kitchen. All windows and doors are not original to the building.  
 
Building #3 (Building 300, “Old School House”): Built in 1929, this school building is constructed in the Mission 
Revival style. The building is one story and has an L-shaped footprint and an intersecting gabled roof, with shallow to 
no eave overhand. The roof is clad in red Spanish tile. A belltower with a gabled roof and bell is at the north-facing 
end of the roof. The main entrance is located at the north façade and consists of an arched entryway with decorative 
red brick and concrete scalloped edges. The entrance is recessed with half glass double doors and nine-paneled 
transom window. At the west end of the north façade are four large rectangular windows (three paneled with an 
outward facing awning window, nine-paned), organized in a set of four with brick windowsills. A decorative brick 
screen/lattice and bell-shaped louvered attic vent are at the eastern end of this façade.  
 
The east elevation has three sets of rectangular windows organized in sets of four, with brick sills identical in material 
and design to the windows of the north façade. A concrete ADA compliant ramp and staircase is at the south 
elevation. At the gabled eave level are four louvered gabled vents, two large and two small. The entrance at the south 
elevation consists of a half glass, 4-paned, double doors with 10-paned transom window. The west elevation has 
multiple fixed windows of varying size. A recessed three-sided cant bay window with decorative brick at its base is at 
the southern end of this elevation. A small six-paned window is at the northern end of the west elevation, with a round 
louvered vent above it at the eave level.  
 
Building #4 (Multi-Purpose Room): This building was built in 1962 and constructed in a Modern Style. It is one 
story, with an irregular shaped footprint and a combination flat and lightly pitched roof that has been covered with 
numerous solar panels installed within the last 10 years. The exterior is clad in stucco. The west elevation has two 
sets of flush double doors, one single flush door, and one flush door with a narrow glass window.  
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A wide projecting flat-roofed awning supported by steel poles runs along the majority of the west elevation. The south 
elevation has restrooms at the western end and a recessed double door leading into the multi-purpose room near the 
center. The entrances to three classrooms are at the east elevation and consist of flush doors with a narrow glass 
window. Windows at this elevation are large, six-paned with awning windows. At the north elevation are two flush 
doors.  
 
Building #6 (Building 100, Classrooms): Built in 1968, this building is constructed in the Modern Style. It is a small 
one-story building with a rectangular footprint. The building has a flat roof with a very wide eave overhang with 
exposed rafters at the north elevation. There are two flush doors with narrow windows, each leading into separate 
classrooms, at this elevation. At the eave level immediately over the doors, a long row of eight fixed windows with 
false muntins forms a ribbon window. At the west elevation, a decorative tile mosaic commemorates the graduating 
class of 2013. The south elevation has louvered sunshades at the eave level. The area behind the sunshades is 
recessed and has two sets of four square windows. Flush doors with louvered floor vents lead to utility closets at the 
west and east ends of the south elevation. There is no fenestration at the east elevation.  
 
Building #7 (Building 200, Classrooms): Built in 1953, this building is constructed in the Modern style. It is one story 
with a long rectangular footprint with a flat roof and a moderate roof overhang. The exterior is clad with stucco. 
Multiple projecting concrete panels are at the north façade. Fixed square and rectangular windows with false muntins 
are at the eave level of this façade. Doors leading into classrooms are flush with small windows and utility closet 
doors are flush with louvered floor vents. A flat-roofed covered walkway supported by steel poles runs along the north 
elevation and wraps around the west elevation. 
 
The west elevation has two restrooms, two utility closets and a drinking fountain. The south elevation mirrors the north 
façade with projecting concrete panels and classroom doors. Rectangular hopper windows with false muntins are 
grouped tightly together at the eave level and trail down adjacent to the doors. There is no fenestration at the east 
elevation.  
 
Building #8 (Multi-Media Center): Built in 1974, this building is constructed in the Modern style. It is one story with a 
rectangular footprint. The roof has a low slope with an equipment enclosure cap at the center and a wide enclosed 
overhang at the north and south elevations. The exterior walls are comprised of concrete blocks. The roof has a wide 
eave overhang with a very wide fascia clad in stucco. The primary entrance to this building is located at the north 
elevation and consists of a single flush door with a narrow rectangular window. Windows at the north and south 
elevations are narrow sliding windows with vinyl frames. The east elevation has multiple flush double doors which 
provide access to utility rooms and two flush doors that are likely secondary entrances/exits for this building. 
 
*B6. CONSTRUCTION HISTORY CONT.:   
A review of USDA aerial photographs and building plans provided by the EUSD depicts the development of the 
Central School campus from the 1930s to the early 2000s.  
 
At present, there are seven historic in age buildings within the boundary of the Paul Ecke Central Elementary campus. 
The following are listed in order of year of construction: 
 

• Building #3, Old School House: Built 1929. Mission Revival style. Originally built for the purpose of a 
schoolhouse. According to consultation with Eric Smith, Director of Facilities and Safety for the school district, 
from 1969 to 1991 this building was used as the District office for the Encinitas School District. When district 
staff moved to its current building at 101 S. Rancho Santa Fe Road, Building #3 returned to its original use as 
a school building (EUSD n.d.).  
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Despite a search of the school district’s archives, primary and secondary sources, the associated architect 
and original building plans for this structure are unknown. While the original building plans cannot be located, 
USDA aerial photographs from 1932, 1939, and 1964 show the original footprint was twice as long as the 
current building. Sometime between 1964 and 1980, the southern half of the building (the cafeteria building) 
was demolished. In 1998-1999, a large renovation project impacted the building’s interior and exterior 
(Leidenfrost/ Horowitz & Associates 1998). Major alterations include, but are not limited to: 

o Interior work: Removal and modernization of existing ceiling tiles, light fixtures, wood lath, gypsum 
ceiling board, plaster, and wood lathe.  

o Exterior work: Removal and replacement of clay roofing tile in its entirety (replacement matching the 
style and color of original), removal and repair of damaged and uneven exterior wall plaster to match 
existing, removal of existing belltower finish, removal and replacement of existing brick grill (matching 
the existing) at the north façade, replacement of brick veneer arch (clay tile set in cement mortar), 
wire brush cleaning of all brick sills at windows and parapet walls, cement repointing and light sand 
blast finish to all existing bricks.  

• Building #1: Built in 1947. Office and classrooms. Modern style with Colonial Revival style elements. This 
building was designed by Robert Rice Curtis of the architectural firm Kistner, Curtis & Wright. See B9A. 
Architect Continued for further information.  

• Building #2: Built in 1953. Originally built as the Administration building, currently used as a workrooms, 
school kitchen, and classroom. Modern style. Based on a review of the original 1953 buildings plans, all 
elevations were heavily altered resulting in the loss of the building’s window and door placement. The date of 
these alterations is not clear at present.  

• Building #7: Built in 1953. Classrooms. Modern Style.  

• Building # 4: Built in 1962. Classrooms. Modern style. The original footprint of this building was rectangular, 
running north/south. In 2007, a major addition at the east elevation increased the overall massing of the 
building by one third. The 2007 addition consisted of three classrooms and workroom (LHA 2007).  

• Building #6: Built in 1968. Classrooms (2). Modern style.  

• Building #8: Built in 1974. Multi-Media Center. Modern Style. The only notable alterations to the exterior of 
the building are the window replacements on north and south elevations and the addition of a large tile 
mosaic at the west elevation in 2015.  

 
B9A. ARCHITECT CONTINUED: 
Robert Rice Curtis (1879-1958) and Kistner, Curtis & Wright 
Building #1 (Building A) was designed by Master Architect Robert Rice Curtis of Kistner, Curtis & Wright (Kistner, 
Curtis & Wright 1947).  
 
Robert Rice Curtis was born in Sheffield, Illinois on December 20, 1879. In 1901 he graduated from Knox College and 
sometime prior to 1911 he married Margaret Dewey. Mr. and Mrs. Curtis moved to Colorado, but by 1911 they moved 
to San Diego where he was listed as an architect (license # 832) and opened his own architectural office. From 1916 
to 1919, Mr. Curtis left his practice and for three years owned, operated, and likely designed an oil/gas station in San 
Diego. In 1919, Mr. Curtis sold his business and was hired as a specification writer by Theodore C. Kistner, the 
principal architect of T.C. Kistner & Co. At the time Mr. Curtis was hired, T.C. Kistner & Co. specialized in designing 
apartment and school buildings in San Diego. The firm became the official architect for the San Diego School office. 
(The City of San Diego 2018). 
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In 1922, Mr. Curtis took charge of the San Diego office when Mr. Kistner opened a second company office in Los 
Angeles. In 1933, Mr. Kistner and Mr. Curtis partnered to create the firm Kistner & Curtis (San Diego History Center 
Document Collection 2011). During WWII the firm served the U.S. military exclusively and received numerous 
commendations by the Navy’s Bureau of Yards & Docks for their high level of achievement. After the war, the firm 
shifted focus to designing new schools as well as retrofitting school buildings for earthquakes. In 1941, architect 
Henry L. Wright joined the firm as a partner, changing the company name to Kistner, Curtis & Wright. In 1952, Henry 
Wright’s brother William T. Wright was hired as a structural engineer. As a result, the Los Angeles branch was 
renamed Kistner, Curtis, Wright & Wright while the San Diego branch was renamed Kistner, Curtis & Foster. Mr. 
Curtis managed the San Diego Branch office until his death in 1958.  
 
Building #1 was designed by Mr. Curtis in 1947 while he was the San Diego branch office’s manager and company 
business partner. During this time, San Diego County was experiencing massive population growth, nearly doubling 
from 289,348 residents in 1940 to 556,806 by 1950 (Modern San Diego 2025). Despite a search of the Pacific Coast 
Architectural Database (PCAD) and other resources, a list of works specifically attributed to Robert Curtis himself is 
limited due to a lack of information. However, his name is associated with numerous projects as partner in Kistner & 
Curtis, Kistner, Curtis & Wright, and Kistner, Curtis & Foster.  
 
Projects attributed specifically to Mr. Curtis: 

• 1435 Grove Street (built 1912), Tudor Style, single-family residence. Locally listed as a historic resource 
(HRB No 1286) under local designation Criteria C, D, and F for its architectural style and association with a 
master architect (Robert R. Curtis).  

• Building #1, Central School/ Paul Ecke Central Elementary (built 1947), Modern Style with Colonial 
Revival elements.  

• 4811 Lomitas Drive (built ca. 1952), Mid-Century Ranch Style, single family residence. New home for Mr. 
Curtis. 

• 4821 Lomitas Drive (built ca. 1952), Mid-Century Ranch style, single family residence. Home for Mr. Curtis’ 
daughter’s family.  

 
Projects associated with Mr. Curtis during his career are listed below. The following list is excerpted from Appendix D 
of the 2017 official Nomination Report for Historic Designation for “The Robert and Margaret Curtis House” prepared 
by Johnson & Johnson Architecture.  
 
Robert Rice Curtis, Architectural License #832, work history per directories 
Architect 1912-1915 
Gas & oils 1916-1920 
Architect 1920-1921 
Draughtsman T C Kistner 1922-1923 
Architect T C Kistner & Co. 1924-1925 
Assistant Manager T C Kistner 1926 
With Kistner & Co. 1927-1929 
Associate T C Kistner & Co. 1930 
Manager T C Kistner & Co. 1931-1933 
Kistner & Curtis 1933-1941 
Kistner, Curtis & Wright 1941-1952 
Kistner, Curtis, Wright & Wright, Los Angeles 1952-1973 
Kistner, Curtis & Foster, San Diego 1952-1973 
 
Robert Rice Curtis, partial project list: 
1912 personal residence, 1435 Grove Street 
1913-1915 independent practice, projects unknown 
1916-1919 gas station 
1920-1921 independent practice, projects unknown  
 
with T. C. Kistner & Co. (Specifications Writer, Manager, 1920-1933) 
1920 Coronado High School $150,000 

Capistrano High School $60,000 
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Sweetwater Union High School in National City $172,000 
Grossmont Union High School $110,000 
El Cajon Grammar School $35,000 
Garfield Elementary (extant administration building at 110 W. McLean Street, Alhambra) 
Loma Portal Elementary (extant at 3341 Browning Street, San Diego) 
Brooklyn Elementary (no longer extant) 
Emerson Elementary (original buildings no longer extant) 
La Jolla Elementary (majority of original buildings no longer extant) 
1921 Oceanside High School 
Oceanside Grammar School 
Washington Grammar School 
Theodore Roosevelt Junior High School 
Memorial Junior High School 
Woodrow Wilson Junior High School 

1922 Santa Ana Grammar School 
Union High School, Garden Grove 
Excelsior Union High School, Norwalk, $250,000 
Bradford Avenue School, Placentia 
An Elementary School in San Diego $60,000 
Newport Beach Elementary School $55,000 
Southern Title Guaranty Company 

1923-1929 Unknown 
1928 Bradley & Woolman Mortuary and Chapel 
1930 City & County Building, San Diego (with the Quayle Brothers) 
 
Kistner & Curtis 1933 
1936 Earthquake retrofit of schools, $110,000 
1937 Hoover High School Addition $40,000 
1938 Hoover High School Gymnasium $125,000 
1939-1946 Military Contracts 50,000,000 
1941 Marine Corps Air Stations at Goleta, El Toro and Mojave 
 
Kistner, Curtis & Wright 1941 
1942-1945 U. S. Navy. Barracks, bachelor officers' quarters, laundry building and incinerator 
1945 Fallbrook Public Utility District 

San Diego Hall of Justice (with Frank Hope and William Lodge) $4,500,000 
1945-1951 540 projects for more than 70 school districts, hiring an average of 280 persons 
1946 U.S. Atomic Energy Commission (several projects) California, Arizona, and Los Alamos, New Mexico 
1948 Innovated the "Bilateral" school lighting system  

Bella Vista Elementary School in Montebello (original buildings extant, current integrity unknown) 
Rosemead High School (original buildings extant, current integrity unknown) 
Barstow Elementary School (condition unknown) 

1949 La Mesa High School $1,800,000 (condition unknown) 
1952 Personal residence and home for daughter and family at 4811 and 4821 Lomitas Drive 
 
Kistner, Curtis, Wright & Wright, Los Angeles 1952 
1950s Cerritos College 
 
Kistner, Curtis & Foster, San Diego 1952 
1953 Oceanside-Carlsbad Union High School (one original Modern style building remains) 
1956 Helix Irrigation District Administration Building 
 National City Boys Club, Chula Vista 
1958 Castle Park Junior High School, 11 room addition 
 Granger Junior High School, additions 
 Chula Vista High School, additions 
 Riverside office building 
1959 St. Andrews Episcopal Church, $150,000
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High School on the Kuntz Tract 
 
Unknown years 
El Cajon High School 
El Cajon Grammar School 
Grammar School in Buena Park 
Inglewood Union High School at Lawndale 
Grammar School in Pomona 
Junior High at Downey 
Ventura High School 
Carpinteria High School 
Grammar Schools at Somerton and Yuma, Arizona 
Anaheim City Hall 
St. John's Episcopal Church, Chula Vista 
Theatre in National City 
 
The list above does not include the “Paul Ecke Central Elementary School” or its original name “Central 
School”  
 
 
Clarence “Clyde” Hufbauer (1911-1993) and Hufbauer, Humphrey & Worthington Architects, Inc.  
A review of original building plans shows that Building #2, Building #4, Building #6, and Building #8 were designed by 
Hufbauer, Humphrey & Worthington Architects, Inc. Building #2, Building #4, and Building #6 were specifically 
designed by Clyde Hufbauer.  
 
Clarence “Clyde” Hufbauer was born on May 26, 1911 in Los Angeles, California. Mr. Hufbauer attended San Diego 
State College before attending University of California (UC), Berkley with a focus on architecture. He received his BA 
in 1933, his MA in 1934, and became the first student in the history of the school to earn a Doctorate in Architecture in 
1936. Mr. Hufbauer met his wife Arabella at UC Berkley where she earned her own BA and MA in architecture. They 
were married in 1936 (Modern San Diego 2025).  
 
Mr. and Mrs. Hufbauer moved to San Diego where he began his career as a Chief Draftsman for Kistner & Curtis in 
San Diego from 1938 to 1939. From 1940 to 1947, he became a Staff Architect for San Diego City Schools. Mr. 
Hufbauer favored Modern architectural designs, which he integrated into his first personal residence constructed in 
1939 at 833 Capistrano Place, Mission Beach, San Diego. In 1939, the home was described as “Ultra-Modern” in the 
local San Diego Union newspaper (Modern San Diego 2025). In 1952, he designed a second home for his family at 
1821 Torry Pines Road, La Jolla, which is currently designated as a local historic resource (HRB #854) under local 
Designation Criteria C (Architecture- Post and Beam Modern) and D (association with a Master Architect; Modern San 
Diego 2025; San Diego Historical Resources Board 2008).  
 
In 1947, Mr. Hufbauer established his own firm, Clyde Hufbauer, Architect, Inc. In 1952, he was officially listed as a 
Member of the American Institute of Architects (American Institute of Architects 2018). In 1953, Mr. Hufbauer 
designed Building #2 for the Central School (now Paul Ecke Central Elementary) in Encinitas. From 1955 to 1965, he 
worked with structural engineer Ted Paulson on numerous residential projects and designed unique modernist homes 
throughout the U.S.  
 
During the 1940s, 1950s, and 1960s, San Diego County experienced an extraordinary period of growth whereby its 
population grew from 289,348 in 1940, 556,896 in 1950, to 1,033,011 in 1960 (Modern San Diego 2025). With the 
near doubling of the population in three consecutive decades came an increasing need for schools. During his career, 
Mr. Hufbauer designed a total of 63 elementary schools and as well as 16 middle, junior, and high schools for the San 
Diego Unified School District. His style of architectural design was modern and included key elements such as one-
story buildings with low sloping or flat roofs, modular steel structural systems with outdoor canopies supported by pipe 
columns, banded low walls, high transom windows, and horizontal steel window systems facing walkways and lawns.  
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Mr. Hufbauer later formed Hufbauer, Humphrey & Worthington Architects, Inc. at 2148 Avenida de la Playa in La 
Jolla. The exact year the firm was established is not clear. A review of Mr. Hufbauer’s building plans for Central 
School indicates that Building #2 (1953), Building #4 (1962), and Building #6 (1967) were designed by Mr. Hufbauer 
under his first firm Clyde Hufbauer, Architect, Inc., however, Building #8’s (1974) design is accredited to Hufbauer, 
Humphrey & Worthington Architects, Inc. Therefore, it is estimated that the company was founded sometime between 
1967 (Building #6 building plan) and 1974 (Building #8 building plan). Mr. Hufbauer maintained his practice and 
worked with the region’s school districts into his 1980s.  
 
Partial List of Notable Works 
The following lists are provided by The City of San Diego Historic Resources Board’s Biographies of Established 
Masters and Modern San Diego (San Diego Historical Resources Board 2020; Modern San Diego 2025). 
 
 Projects attributed specifically to Mr. Hufbauer: 

• Hufbauer, Clyde and Arabelle M. Residence #1 (833 Capistrano Place, Mission Beach), 1939 

• HRB #854– Clyde and Arabelle M. Hufbauer House (1821 Torrey Pines Road), 1952 
 

Projects associated with Mr. Hufbauer during his career 

• Education Center (San Diego Unified School District Board of Education's Eugene Brucker Education Center), 
(1405 Park Boulevard / 4100 Normal Street), 1953  

• Education Center, Grossmont Community College, 1953  

• Johnson Avenue Elementary School, (El Cajon), 1954  

• Mission Bay High School (2475 Grand Avenue, Pacific Beach), 1954 

• Raitt, Russell Residence (2424 Ellentown, La Jolla), 1954 

• Wright, Dorrit and Albert Residence (8445 Avenida de Las Ondas, La Jolla), circa mid-1950s  

• Alice Birney Elementary School, no date  

• Gompers Junior High School, 1955  

• Crown Point Elementary School, no date  

• North and East of Education Center, no date  

• Miramar (Mesa) Community College 

• Southwestern College, not date  
 
 
HISTORIC BUILT ENVIRONMENT EVALUATION: 
  
Criteria A/1 
Is this resource associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
history? 
The Paul Ecke Central Elementary school is currently one of nine elementary schools in the Encinitas Unified School 
District. Originally the school was called Central School until its name changed in 1986, after respected rancher and 
florist Paul Ecke Sr. The school’s first building (Building #3) was constructed in 1929 and represents the second 
schoolhouse built in Encinitas. From 1969 to 1991 this building was used as the District office for the Encinitas School 
District until the district staff moved to its current building on Rancho Santa Fe Road. The next permanent structure of 
significance at Central School was Building #1 in the late 1940s and the remaining historic in age buildings were 
constructed in the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s. By the time the remaining buildings were constructed on campus, 
Central School was no longer the only elementary school within the district. Therefore, the Paul Ecke Central 
Elementary School as a whole is not considered associated with the District’s early school development and not 
otherwise associated with an event considered significant to history. However, Building #3, the original 1929 building 
on campus, is a physical representation of both the District’s and city’s development of early 20th Century education. 
While it is not the District’s first schoolhouse, its architectural style, size, and amenities (cafeteria, though no longer 
extant) indicates a significant shift from the basic utilitarian function of the 1883 one-room schoolhouse to a larger 
more aesthetically elaborate building to meet the needs of a growing local population. Therefore, as a representation 
of the Encinitas Union School District and the City of Encinitas’ early 20th century history of educational development, 
this building is recommended eligible for independent listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) under 
Criterion A and the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) under Criterion 1.  
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Integrity: Building #3 retains its integrity of location, design, workmanship, feeling, and association. In 1998, a 
substantial renovation project resulted in the replacement of exterior and interior architectural features and materials. 
However, the materials removed/altered on the building’s exterior were replaced with like materials and match the 
building’s original design and workmanship as compared to a 1932 photograph of the original building. The 1998 
renovation project took great care to avoid adverse impacts to the building’s integrity of design, workmanship, feeling, 
and association and is a commendable example of updating a historic building. 
 
Criteria B/2  
Is this resource associated with the lives of significant persons of the past? 
Originally named Central School, the campus was renamed in 1986 after the respected Encinitas local Paul Ecke Sr. 
The school, however, is not associated with Mr. Ecke’s contributions to society and therefore is not associated with 
the lives of significant persons of the past. Therefore, this building is recommended not eligible for listing in the NRHP 
under Criterion B or the CRHR under Criterion 2.  
 
Criteria C/3  
Does this resource embody distinctive characteristics of type, period, or method of construction or represent 
the work of a master, or possess high artistic value, or represent a significant and distinguishable entity 
those components may lack individual distinction? 
The architectural style of the historic in age buildings within the Paul Ecke Central Elementary campus consists of 
Mission Revival style, Modern with Colonial Revival elements, and Modern Style.  
 
Building #1 is a very well-kept example of a 1940s Modern Style school building with Colonial Revival elements. The 
building was designed by renowned California master architect Robert Rice Curtis. Mr. Curtis and his firm are 
associated with an extensive body of work which primarily consists of projects for various school districts in Southern 
California from the 1920s to the 1950s. While Mr. Curtis and his firm are attributed to a multitude of projects, Building 
#1 at what is now the Paul Ecke Central Elementary School is one of the best surviving examples of Mr. Curtis’ work. 
It is also one of the only known examples of his surviving work that combines Modern style with Colonial revival style. 
Therefore, based on its association with a master architect and distinctive architectural style, this building is 
recommended eligible for independent listing in the NRHP under Criterion C and the CRHR under Criterion 3.  
 
Integrity: Overall, Building #1 maintains its integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, and association. The 
exterior windows at all elevations are replacements but a review of the original 1940s building plans indicates the new 
windows are nearly identical to the style of the originals therefore maintaining the original look and feel. The exterior 
doors at the south elevation are replacements and do not match the style or materials of the original building. These 
doors are intended to meet modern safety requirements and are located at the rear of the building and are not within 
view of the public thoroughfare.  
 
Building #3 is the oldest building on campus. The 1929 Mission Revival style schoolhouse was the second 
schoolhouse to be built in Encinitas. The architectural style of the 1929 schoolhouse was in stark contrast to the 
simple, redwood, one-roomed, 1883 schoolhouse. The earliest aerial image (1932) of the building’s overall footprint 
shows the building was almost twice the size of the original 1883 schoolhouse. The 1929 building was later expanded 
to double its length by 1939. Due to a lack of original documentation, it is not known who the original architect or 
builder for this building is. During the 1920s and 1930s Spanish eclectic was one of the most popular architectural 
styles favored for residential development (City of Encinitas n.d.), however no notable examples of early 20th century 
Mission revival style schoolhouses are known within the city. The schoolhouse’s age, excellent condition, and rare 
architectural style for a public institution in the City elevates this building to the level of significance required for 
independent  listing in the NRHP under Criterion C and the CRHR under Criterion 3.  
 
Integrity: This building retains its integrity of location, design, workmanship, feeling, and association. In 1998, a 
substantial renovation project resulted in the replacement of exterior and interior architectural features and materials. 
However, the materials removed/altered on the building’s exterior were replaced with like materials and match the 
building’s original design and workmanship as compared to a 1932 photograph of the original building. The 1998 
renovation project took great care to avoid adverse impacts to the building’s integrity of design, workmanship, feeling, 
and association and is a commendable example of updating a historic building.  
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Buildings #2, #4, #6, #7, and #8 are unremarkable representations of Modern style architecture. Building #4 no longer 
maintains its original design or materials following a 2007 expansion project. These buildings are associated with 
Clarence “Clyde” Hufbauer and Hufbauer, Humphrey & Worthington Architects, Inc. While Mr. Hufbauer and his firm 
were well respected and completed numerous projects for the San Diego Unified School District, these buildings are 
not exemplary representations of this master architect’s large body of work which reaches the level required for listing 
in the NRHP under Criterion C or the CRHR under Criterion 3.  
 
Criteria D/4 
Has this resource yielded or may likely yield information important in history or prehistory?  
Criterion 4 is most often applied to archaeological sites and districts but can also apply to buildings, structures, and/or 
objects. This school does not exhibit a local variation of a standard design or construction technique that can yield 
important information (such as construction expertise or availability of local materials). Therefore, Paul Ecke Central 
Elementary is recommended not eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion D or the CRHR under Criterion 4. 
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BUILDING #1 (BUILDING A, MAIN OFFICE AND CLASSROOMS) 

 

 
Building #1: North façade, main office and classrooms, facing south. 

 

 
Building #1: Close up of main entrance, main office and classrooms, facing south. 
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Building #1: western end of north façade (left) and west elevation (right), facing south.  
 

  
Building #1: south elevation, facing north.  
 

 
Building #1: western end of building, east elevation, facing west.  
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BUILDING #2 (WORKROOM AND SCHOOL KITCHEN) 

 
Building #2: east elevation, facing northwest.  
 

 

 
Building #2: north elevation (right) and west elevation (left), facing southeast.  
 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   

CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   

DPR 523L (9/2013) *Required information 

Page 18 of 43            *Resource Name or #  Paul Ecke Central Elementary           Continuation  Update 
 
 

 
Building #2: west elevation and partial view of south elevation (right), facing northeast.  
 
 

 
Building #2: east elevation, facing north.  
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BUILDING #3 (BUILDING 300, “OLD SCHOOL HOUSE”) 

 
Building #3: north elevation, facing south.  
 

 
Building #3: east elevation (left) and north façade (right), facing southwest. 
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Building #3: south elevation (left) and east elevation (right), facing northwest.  
 

 
Building #3: south elevation, facing north.  
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Building #3: southern end of west elevation, facing east.  
 

 
Building #3: northern end of west elevation, facing northeast.  
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1932 photograph of north façade (left) and west elevation (right) (Holtzclaw 2006). 
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BUILDING #4 (CLASSROOMS AND MULTI-PURPOSE ROOM) 
 

 
Building #4: southwest elevation (classrooms), facing northeast.  
 

 
Building #4: south elevation (Multi-Purpose Room), facing northeast. 
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Building #4: south elevation (left) and southern end of east elevation (right), facing northwest.  
 

 
Building #4: east elevation, facing southeast. 
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Building #4: northern end of east elevation, facing west.  
 

 
Building #4: northwest elevation, facing southeast.  
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BUILDING #6 (BUILDING 100, CLASSROOMS) 
 

 
Building #6: north elevation (left) and west elevation (right), facing southeast.  
 
 

 

Building #6: south elevation (left) and east elevation (right), facing northwest. 
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BUILDING #7 (AKA BUILDING 200, CLASSROOMS) 
 

 
Building #7: north elevation, facing southwest.  
 

 
Building #7: close up of fixed windows at eave levels at north façade.  
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Building #7: north façade (left) and west elevation (right), facing southeast.  
 

 
Building #7: west elevation (left) and western end of south elevation (right), facing northeast. 
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Building #7: western end of south elevation, facing northwest.  
 

 

Building #7: overview of south elevation, facing northwest. 
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Building #7: eastern end of south elevation (left) and east elevation (right), facing northwest.  
 
 

BUILDING #8 (MULTI-MEDIA CENTER) 
 

 

 
Building #8: west elevation and partial view of south elevation, facing northeast. 
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Building #8: east elevation, facing west.  
 

 

Building #8: east elevation (left) and north façade (right), facing southwest. 
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1932 USDA aerial  photograph of Ecinitas Central Elementary School (FrameFinder 1932). 
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1939 USDA aerial photograph of Encinitas Elementary School (FrameFinder 1939). 
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1964 USDA aerial photograph of school (FrameFinder 1964).  
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1980 USDA aerial photograph of school (FrameFinder 1980). 
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Building #1 Original Plans: Exterior elevations as approved in 1947 (Kistner, Crutis & Wright 1947).  
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Building #2 Original Plans: Exterior elevations as approved in 1953 (Clyde Hufbauer 1953). 
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Building #3: 1998 Exterior elevation drawings (Leidenfrost/Horowitz & Assoc. 1998). Interior and exterior renovation/restoration project. 
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Building #4 Original Plans: Exterior elevations as approved in 1962 (Clyde Hufbauer 1962).
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Building #4’s 2006 expansion: modernization floor plan (LHA 2007)
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Building #6 Original Plans: Exterior elevations as approved in 1967 (Clyde Hufbauer 1967). 
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Building #8 Original Plans: Exterior elevations as approved in 1974 (Hufbauer, Humphrey & Worthington 
Architects, Inc. 1974).
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Announcement for the Completion of the “new School building” in May of 1929 (The San Diego Sun 1929).  
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