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November 13, 2025 
 1-HUM-101-11.089 
 Garberville Community Hospital  
 SCH # 2025100529 
 
Ms. Megan Marruffo 
LACO Associates, for 
SoHum Community Healthcare District 
21 W. 4th Street 
Eureka, CA 95503 
 
Dear Ms. Marruffo: 
   
Thank you for giving Caltrans the opportunity to review and comment on the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration (MND) for the Southern Humboldt Community Healthcare District 
(SHCHD) medical campus proposed for the southwestern corner of the intersection of 
Sprowel Creek Road and Highway 101 in Garberville, California. The new facility will 
provide 49,728 square feet of hospital and medical offices, along with a helistop on 3.52 
acres. Caltrans provided verbal feedback to the project architect and other agents for 
the project on February 3, and October 27, and Caltrans provided written feedback on 
February 21.  On November 3, the project architect provided Caltrans a revised site plan 
(see below). We have reviewed the revised site plan and offer the following comments: 
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Revised driveway location 
The revised site plan provided by architect Beth Nelson to Caltrans on November 3, 2025, 
indicates the expanded eastern driveway will not shift closer to Caltrans’ southbound 
onramp to Highway 101. The revised site plan addresses concerns raised by Caltrans in 
two ways: 1) Preserving existing distance to the southbound onramp retains space 
between vehicles turning onto the highway and into the hospital and medical campus, 
and 2) The revised site plan also eliminates one of three proposed driveways, thereby 
reducing the number of locations with turning movements on Sprowel Creek Road near 
the Highway 101 southbound onramp and offramp. 
 
We appreciate the willingness of SHCHD to consider the safety perspective provided by 
Caltrans and to modify the site plan accordingly. 
 
Please contact me with questions or for further assistance with the comments provided at 
(707) 497-7742 or by email: <daniel.gjerde@dot.ca.gov>.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
DAN GJERDE 
Local Development Review Coordinator 
Caltrans District 1 
 
 
e-copy: Heidi Quintrell, Office Chief for Caltrans Permits 
 Tom Mattson, Humboldt County Public Works Director 

Beth Nelson, AIA, Ratcliff Architects 
State Clearinghouse 


