
 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

TO: 
 

Office of Land Use and 
Climate Innovation (LCI) 
CEQAnet Web Portal 
https://ceqanet.lci.ca.gov  

FROM: (Public 
Agency) 

City of Calexico 
Planning & Building Department 

 County Recorder 
County of Imperial 
940 Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243 

Address: Calexico City Hall 
608 Heber Avenue 
Calexico, CA 92231 

1. Project Title: Land Lease Agreement for Pedestrian Port of Entry Project 
2. Project Applicant: Hensel Phelps Construction Company 

Attn: Brent Larson, Project Manager 
3125 E. Wood St., Suite 100, Phoenix, AZ 85040 
(480) 383-8480 

3. Project Location – Identify street 
address and cross streets or attach a 
map showing project site (preferably 
a USGS 15’ or 7 1/2’ topographical 
map identified by quadrangle name): 

Address: 352 E. 1st Street (Exhibit A) and NW Corner of 
Paulin Ave. & E. 1st Street (Exhibit B) 
Cross streets: E. 1st Street & Heber Ave. (Exhibit A) and 
Paulin Ave. and E. 1st Street (Exhibit B) 
(APNs: 058-510-004, 058-521-006, and 058-535-001) 
 

4. (a) Project Location – City: Calexico 
5. (b) Project Location – County:  Imperial County 
6. Description of nature and purpose of 

Project: 
The Calexico West Land Port of Entry Expansion and 
Reconfiguration Project, managed by the US General 
Services Administration (GSA), is entering its final phase. 
This phase entails the construction of a Temporary Pedestrian 
Facility, demolition of the existing Pedestrian Processing 
Facility, and construction of a new Pedestrian Processing 
Facility.  Initial construction work has commenced, with 
Hensel Phelps serving as the general contractor. 
 
To support construction of the project, the City of Calexico 
has executed a Land Lease Agreement with Hensel Phelps for 
use of two City-owned sites proximate to the Temporary 
Pedestrian Facility and new permanent Pedestrian Processing 
Facility:  Border Friendship Park at E. 1st Street and Paulin 
Avenue, and the East Parking Lot at 352 E. 1st Street, 
adjacent to the former Valley Orthopedic Clinic, which was 
damaged in a structural fire.  The lease would facilitate 
temporary use of the land for construction laydown, parking 
for Customs & Border Protection (CBP officials), and 
contractor operations through March 2029.  The lease 
authorizes the demolition of the former Valley Orthopedic 
Clinic building and removal of flatwork/landscape materials 
at Border Friendship Park. 

https://ceqanet.lci.ca.gov/


 

7. Name of Public Agency approving 
project: City of Calexico 

8. Name of Person or Agency 
undertaking the project, including 
any person undertaking an activity 
that receives financial assistance 
from the Public Agency as part of the 
activity or the person receiving a 
lease, permit, license, certificate, or 
other entitlement of use from the 
Public Agency as part of the activity: 

9.  

Hensel Phelps Construction Company 
Attn: Brent Larson, Project Manager 
3125 E. Wood St., Suite 100, Phoenix, AZ 85040 
(480) 383-8480 

10. Exempt status: (check one)  
 (a)  Ministerial project. (Pub. Res. Code § 21080(b)(1); State CEQA Guidelines § 

15268) 
 (b)  Not a project.  
 (c)  Emergency Project. (Pub. Res. Code § 21080(b)(4); State CEQA Guidelines § 

15269(b),(c)) 
 (d)  Categorical 

Exemption. 
State type and section number: 

 

Class 1, Section 15301 - Existing Facilities;  
and Class 4, Section 15304 - Minor Alterations to Land 

 (e)  Declared Emergency. (Pub. Res. Code § 21080(b)(3); State CEQA Guidelines § 
15269(a)) 

 (f)  Statutory Exemption.   
(g) State type and section number: 

 

 (h)  Other.  Explanation:       
 11. Reason why project was 

exempt: 
The project is categorically exempt from CEQA under CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15301, Class 1 - Existing Facilities and 
Section 15304, Class 4 – Minor Alterations to Land as the 
lease involves demolition and removal of small structures, 
minor grading, and minor temporary use of land.  None of the 
exceptions to a categorical exemption as set forth in CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15300.2 apply to the subject project. 
 

 12. Lead Agency Contact Person: Michael Coyne, Planning & Building Director 
 13. Telephone: (760) 768-2105 
 14. If filed by applicant: Attach Preliminary Exemption Assessment (Form “A”) before filing. 

 15. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes    
No  

 16. Was a public hearing held by the lead agency to consider the exemption?  Yes   No  
             If yes, the date of the public hearing was: September 17, 2025 
             



 

  
 

Signature:                                         Date: October 10, 2025    
                           Michael Coyne 

Title: Planning & Building Director 

 Signed by Lead Agency             Signed by Applicant 

 
Date Received for Filing:         

 

Authority cited:  Sections 21083 and 21100, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 
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Exhibit A - East Parking

72,310 SF



Area Cleared and
Graded.

Fountain Center Piece Removed
Salvaged for City. Fountain walls
to be caved in and buried.

Existing Fence to Remain
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to be Removed
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'Welcome to Calexico'
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Exhibit B - Friendship Park
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