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RECEIPT NUMBER:
24-10/07/2025-0043
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LEAD AGENCY LEAD AGENCY EMAIL DATE

MERCED IRRIGATION DISTRICT 10/07/2025
COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER
MERCED COUNTY 2025-EIR-124
PROJECT TITLE

SALE & TRANSFER OF DISTRIC WATER FROM LAKE YOSEMITE TO THE SAN LUIS WATER DIST

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER
MERCED IRRIGATION DISTRICT
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
744 W 20TH STREET MERCED CA 95340
PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box) o
[X] Local Public Agency [ school District [] Other Special District [ state Agency [ Private Entity
CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:
O Environmental Impact Report (EIR) $ 412350 s
[0 Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) $ 2,968.75 s
[0 Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW $ 140175 s
&l Exempt from fee
[® Notice of Exemption (attach)
[0 CDFW No Effect Determination (attach)
[0 Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy)
[0 Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) $ 85000 $
B County documentary handling fee $ 50.00 $ 50.00
O Other $
PAYMENT METHOD:
O Cash [ Credit [0 Check [J Other TOTAL RECEIVED  § 50.00
SIGNATURE AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE
X = ! Shelli Simpson  Deputy Clerk
ORIGINAL - PROJECT APPLICANT COPY - CDFW/ASB COPY - LEAD AGENCY COPY - COUNTY CLERK DFW 753 5a (Rev. 01012025)



2025-EIR-124
C FILED

Notice of Exemption

October 7, 2025
To: From: -
XCounty Clerk Merced Irrigation Di MATT H. MAY
County of Merced 744 w. 20" street  COUNTY CLERK
2222 M Street Merced, CA 95340 P
Merced, CA 95340 By .
Deputy Clerk
Project Title: The sale and transfer of up to 4,000 AF of District water from Lake Yosemite to the San Luis

Water District.

Project Location: Merced County

Project Location- City: Merced Project Location- County: Merced County

Project Description (Describe Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project):

The United States Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) is interested and has contacted MID staff regarding a proposal to
purchase up to 4,000 AF of MID water for the benefit of the East Bear Creek Unit of the San Luis National Wildlife Refuge
(Refuge), located west of MID within the Merced Groundwater Basin. The USBR has proposed the purchase of MID water
generally between November 1, 2025 and February 28, 2026, as water may be available during that timeframe.

To help facilitate transfer logistics, including conveyance of the transferred water, the USBR has requested SLWD engage
with MID. SLWD would serve as the party executing water transfer and any associated agreements with MID. All water
transferred will be passed through to the USBR and the Refuge by SLWD. SLWD will work with USBR separately to obtain
incremental portions of water for its agricultural customers in western Merced County in exchange for its participation in
this purchase and sale.

MID water will be made available to SLWD during the timeframe indicated above, when available, up to 4,000 AF. The
transfer water will be measured at the MID Bear Creek West Boundary recorder. The water made available by MID will
come from MID pre-1914 water rights, re-assignment of diversion points, including re-operation activities associated with
Lake Yosemite, as well as Crocker Dam. The proposed request is similar to purchase and sale agreements approved by
MID with USBR and SLWD for the benefit of the National Wildlife Refuge, also located in the Merced Groundwater Basin,
in 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2017, 2018, 2022, 2023 and 2024.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Merced Irrigation District

Exempt Status:
X General Rule Exemption. See CEQA Guidelines §15061

[E Categorical Rule Exemption. See CEQA Guidelines Sections §15301 (Class 1), §15304 (Class 4)
X statutory Rule Exemption. See CEQA Guidelines Sections §15282(u)

Reasons why project is exempt:

This sale is contemplated as less than a (1) year agreement. This transfer is exempt from the requirement to prepare
either a negative declaration or environmental impact report pursuant to applicable provisions of state law including the
general exemption provided for under the CEQA Guidelines §15061, the categorical exemptions set forth in CEQA
Guidelines §§15301 (Class 1) and 15304 (Class 4), and the statutory exemptions set forth in CEQA Guidelines §15282(u),
and is not barred by any exception to CEQA exemptions.

The transfer involves the operation of existing facilities involving negligible or no expansion of use beyond that existing
at the time of the proposed action, which is categorically exempt from CEQA.



Lead Agency Contact Person:
John Sweigard, General Manager — 209-722-5761 or 744 West 20" Street, Merced, CA 95340

Signature: 4'{\' AL)’ Date: [0 (/")/ 1015

Title: Johmdweigard)Geheral Manager
Merced Irrigation District




