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FIGURE 57 VIEW OF THE COMMEMORATIVE/ORIENTATION AREA IN THE LOBBY, LOOKING NORTH. (MIG 
2025) 

 
FIGURE 58 VIEW OF A TYPICAL COURTROOM IN THE MAIN COURTHOUSE. (MIG 2025) 
 



Old Shasta County Courthouse 
Historic Resource Evaluation (FINAL) 
December 2025 
 
 

MIG 82 

 Connecting Corridor 
While an aerial photograph from 1972 suggests that the original connecting corridor was narrow 
in width, rectangular in footprint, centered on the rear (west) elevation of the main mass, the 
extant corridor appears to have been widened and includes an additional stairwell that abuts the 
main courthouse along the southern side of the corridor. The widened connecting corridor 
continues to be centered on the rear elevation. On the north side of the corridor, an additional 
elevator was added, likely as a part of the 1993 renovations.  

On the south elevation of this corridor, the added stairwell creates a deep recessed entry into 
the building. A flat roof sheltering the entrance creates an even more dramatically recessed 
effect (see Figure 59). The entrance comprises a set of aluminum-framed glass doors with a 
transom. This entrance provides access to an enclosed patio. A pot light illuminates the 
doorway. Above the flat roof over the entrance is a vertical window column comprising an 
aluminum glazing system of windows that span floor to ceiling across the second and third 
floors. The same window pattern is seen on the south elevation of the additional stairwell, with 
the exception that here, the window column also extends to the ground floor (see Figure 60). 

The north elevation of the corridor is similar to the south elevation in that it also features a 
deeply recessed entrance. However, with the projection of the elevator shaft centered on the 
corridor, the entrance is tucked to the western side of the shaft and comprises a single 
aluminum-framed glass door with a transom (see Figure 61). This entrance provides access to 
the secure parking area behind the courthouse. 

 

4.2.3 
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FIGURE 59 VIEW OF THE RECESSED ENTRYWAY ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE CONNECTING CORRIDOR, 
LOOKING NORTH. (MIG 2025) 
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FIGURE 60 VIEW OF THE ALUMINUM GLAZING SYSTEMS ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE CONNECTING 
CORRIDOR, LOOKING NORTHEAST. (MIG 2025) 

 
FIGURE 61 VIEW OF THE ELEVATOR SHAFT AND ENTRYWAY ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE CONNECTING 
CORRIDOR, LOOKING SOUTH. (MIG 2025) 

4.3 Courthouse Annex (1967) 

 Exterior 
The courthouse annex, built by architectural firm Smart & Clabaugh in 1967, is a modern three-
story building with a rectangular plan. The cast-concrete construction with a flat roof measures 
120 feet wide and eighty feet deep, its width oriented on an east-west axis. The building sits on 
a poured concrete foundation to the rear (west) of the main courthouse and connects to it via 
the connecting corridor. The north, south, and west elevations of the 1967 building are clad in 
vertical masonry veneer tiles. The east elevation, where the connecting corridor joins the 
structure, is clad in white stucco. The roof features a small penthouse of refurbished steel 
panels that houses the ventilation and other mechanical systems of the building. 

The south elevation, facing Yuba Street, comprises a slightly projecting vertical columnar 
framing system. From corner to corner, there are eleven concrete columnar elements; they are 
painted white. These include two that mark the corners and nine that span the elevation plane, 
forming ten bays. The roofline and the second-story floor line are also lined with a horizontal 

4.3.1 
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trim that join the vertical elements, creating a geometric framing of the elevation. The central 
eight bays include fenestration adjacent to the vertical columns, comprising narrow aluminum 
glazed systems of operative and fixed windows, framed on the outer sides by smaller, non-
structural columnar features. From the roofline down, the glass panes alternate between 
spandrel glass and a single-pane awning window with rounded bottom edges. Swaths of 
masonry veneer tiles break the window pattern to create the appearance of two vertical glass 
stripes alternating with a panel of building cladding. The corner bays are devoid of fenestration. 
This system of fenestration spans the entire elevation across the second and third levels (see 
Figure 62). The ground level fenestration features a similar style of aluminum glazing system of 
an opaque panel and an awning window with rounded bottom edges. However, unlike the upper 
floors, these systems fill the entire bays created by the vertical and horizontal framing elements. 
Each bay comprises a floor-to-ceiling system of three awning windows with a spandrel glass 
panel base. There are no visible swaths of masonry veneer cladding on this level (see Figure 
63).  

The west elevation features a projecting covered pedestrian entrance into the annex. The 
covered entrance features square concrete columns that echo the vertical elements on the 
south elevation (see Figure 64). Two sets of metal double doors with large aluminum-framed 
transom panels grant entry to the annex. Each door includes a single, narrow light (see Figure 
65). A non-structural wall clad in the same masonry veneer partially screens the doors and 
features lettering that reads “Court House Annex” (see Figure 66). 

The north elevation largely resembles the south elevation in fenestration style but is interrupted 
by the sallyport that connects the annex to the 1939 county jail. The sallyport (a secure, 
controlled entryway, see section 4.2.3) spans the width of three bays (the third through sixth 
columnar elements from the western end) on this elevation. To the east of the sallyport, the 
fenestration pattern is identical to that on the south elevation, with the addition of a glazing 
system bordering the easternmost column. An additional single-pane, aluminum-framed window 
dots the swatch of masonry veneer closest to the sallyport, on the second floor (see Figure 67). 
Five sets of aluminum-framed triplet windows line the ground level. The portion of the north 
elevation west of the sallyport is consistent in the fenestration pattern as its eastern counterpart 
(see Figure 68).  
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FIGURE 62 VIEW OF THE SOUTH ELEVATION OF THE COURTHOUSE ANNEX, LOOKING NORTH. (MIG 
2025) 

 
FIGURE 63 VIEW OF THE GROUND LEVEL FENESTRATION ALONG THE SOUTH ELEVATION OF THE 
COURTHOUSE ANNEX, LOOKING WEST-NORTHWEST. (MIG 2025) 
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FIGURE 64 VIEW OF THE WEST ELEVATION OF THE COURTHOUSE ANNEX, LOOKING EAST. (MIG 2025) 

 
FIGURE 65 VIEW OF THE ENTRANCE DOORS TO THE COURTHOUSE ANNEX UNDER THE COVERED 
ENTRYWAY, LOOKING SOUTH-SOUTHEAST. (MIG 2025) 
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FIGURE 66 VIEW OF THE COVERED ENTRANCE ON THE WEST ELEVATION OF THE COURTHOUSE 
ANNEX, WITH THE LETTERING ON THE SCREEN WALL UNOBSCURED BY VEGETATION. LOOKING EAST. 
(MIG 2025) 

 
FIGURE 67 VIEW OF THE NORTH ELEVATION OF THE COURTHOUSE ANNEX, EAST OF THE SALLYPORT, 
LOOKING SOUTH. (MIG 2025) 
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FIGURE 68 VIEW OF THE NORTH ELEVATION OF THE COURTHOUSE ANNEX, WEST OF THE SALLYPORT. 
LOOKING SOUTHEAST. (MIG 2025) 
Owing to the westerly incline and grading of the city block, the 1967 annex appears set into 
lower ground, only the second and third levels visible from the parking lots that front the north 
and south elevations. A set of concrete steps lead down to the ground level immediately around 
south elevation of the annex where an enclosed patio provided outdoor space for staff (see 
Figure 69). Along the western end of this elevation, enclosed space conceals the ventilation and 
other mechanical ducts for the building (see Figure 70). The ground level is noticeably higher on 
the west end of the block than on its east; the western entrance to the annex provides direct 
access to the second floor of the building. 

A series of rectangular concrete planters also surround the courthouse annex along its north, 
south, and west elevations. These planters were installed as a part of the 1967 annex 
construction project, likely as a means to stabilize the natural slope as the site was graded for 
construction. Most of these planters are layered with gravel today, with some shrubbery planted 
and lawn carpeting the unit immediately in front of the western entrance (see Figure 71 and 
Figure 72). 
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FIGURE 69 VIEW OF THE ENCLOSED PATIO ALONG THE SOUTH ELEVATION OF THE COURTHOUSE 
ANNEX, LOOKING WEST. (MIG 2025) 

 
FIGURE 70 VIEW OF THE ENCLOSED SPACE THAT HOUSES THE VENTILATION AND MECHANICAL DUCTS 
ALONG THE SOUTH ELEVATION OF THE COURTHOUSE ANNEX. (MIG 2025) 
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FIGURE 77 VIEW OF THE SALLYPORT STRUCTURE FROM WEST STREET, LOOKING EAST. (MIG 20225) 

 
FIGURE 78 A TYPICAL INMATE HOLDING CELL IN THE SALLYPORT STRUCTURE. (MIG 2025) 
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4.4 1939 Shasta County Jail 

 Exterior 
The 1939 Shasta County Jail, built by architectural firm Masten & Hurd in 1939, is a two- and 
three-story steel-framed, cast-concrete building constructed in the PWA/WPA Moderne style. 
The building,  clad in white stucco, comprises three primary masses: the two-story mass in the 
front (east) of the building; the rear (west) three-story mass along West Street; and a three-story 
stairwell tower. The two-story mass is narrower in width than its rear three-story counterpart and 
creates a stacked effect. The stairwell tower was historically set into the southern corner created 
by these two stacked masses and created planar variation. The 1967 sallyport, however, slotted 
perfectly into the southern side of the jail, creating a flush, contiguous elevation plane along the 
north side of the building (see Figure 79).  

The entrance to the jail is centered on the east elevation of the two-story mass and features a 
slight recess covered by a flat overhang supported by two smoothed aggregate concrete 
columns. The corners of the flat overhang and the exterior wall surrounding the recessed entry 
are curved, subtly displaying the basic identifying features of Streamline Moderne as 
characteristic of the PWA/WPA Moderne style (see Figure 80). Immediately to the north of the 
entrance are two bronze plaques affixed to the exterior wall, recognizing the building’s PWA 
history and the Board of Supervisors who approved its construction.  

The entry is accessed by three concrete steps from the secure parking area. Flanking the entry 
systems on both sides is a single window comprising five stacked awning panels with wired 
glass, heavily secured with metal grates on the interior. A nondescript sill is at the base of each 
window. Centered on the second floor, above the entrance, are three sets of narrow windows, 
each comprising seven stacked awning panels with wired glass and a simple sill and lintel. 
Flanking this set of central windows on the north and south ends of the elevation are a series of 
six windows identical to the central three. These feature a continuous sill and lintel that span the 
expanse of the six windows and continue to the corner of the building. In the southern set, the 
sill and lintel terminate where the sallyport adjoins the jail. On the north end, the sill and lintel 
curve around the corner and continue onto the north elevation (see Figure 81).  

The north elevation of the two-story mass features the same style of fenestration as those found 
on the façade (east). On the ground floor, at the east end, is the same five-awning-panel 
window as seen flanking the main entrance. These, too, feature metal grates on the interior. The 
structural remnants of what appear to have been a garbage enclosure with a lean-to shed roof 
is found in the corner formed by the joining of the two- and three-story masses. On the upper 
level, the sill and lintel that wrap around the corner from the façade continue across the entire 
elevation. These continuous features frame three triplets of seven-awning-panel windows. The 
central triplet is obscured by ducts that descend from the roof. A swamp cooler is attached to 
the western of the three triplets (see Figure 82).  

Obscured by the two-story mass, only the third level and the northern end of the façade is 
visible in the three-story mass. The ground and second levels each feature a triplet of seven-
awning-panel windows. The ground level window features the same sill and lintel that frames 
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the fenestration and wraps around the corner to the north elevation. The sill and lintel from the 
second level of the two-story mass turns the corner to frame the triplet on the three-story mass 
and also continues around the corner. On the third level, the same series of six seven-awning-
panel windows is featured on the south end of the façade, aligned with that found on the upper 
floor of the two-story mass. The central portion of the elevation is left without fenestration but 
instead features a ladder to the upper roof. On the north end of the elevation, the same series of 
six windows mirror its counterpart, but is also followed by a triplet of seven-awning-panel 
windows. The triplet and the series of six windows are connected by the continuous sill and 
lintel that wraps around the corner to the north elevation. 

The north elevation of the three-story mass features identical fenestration across all three 
levels. The sill and lintel that wrap around the corner from the east elevation continue to span 
the entire width of the elevation and wrap around the northwest corner. Between the continuous 
sill and lintel on each level are three sets of a series of six seven-awning-panel windows 
identical to those on the east elevation (see Figure 83). Metal grates are bolted on the exterior 
of the third story windows; unlike those on the two-story mass, the ground-level windows in this 
portion of the building do not appear to feature metal grates on the interior.  

The rear (west) elevation of the building is devoid of fenestration (see Figure 84). The sill and 
lintel that curve around the northwest corner on each level terminate shortly thereafter, 
approximately one foot from the corner. A small lean-to shed is located in the north end of the 
elevation.  

The south elevation mirrors the fenestration pattern of its northern counterpart almost 
identically. The only exception to this symmetry is that the eastern sets of windows comprise a 
series of five seven-awning-panel windows instead of six. A swamp cooler unit is affixed to the 
central window series on the ground floor.  

The east end of the south elevation of the rear mass adjoins the three-story stairwell tower. The 
southwest corner of the tower features a rounded corner, which, according to the former county 
facilities manager of the building, featured glass blocks. The curve of the building is now 
sheathed in metal panels, painted white (see Figure 85). The roofline features a metal railing 
that also follows the curve of the corner. The south elevation of the 1939 Shasta County Jail is 
fronted by a driveway that leads directly from West Street into the sallyport.  

Two chain-link fenced enclosures line the west elevation of jail building. The southern of the two 
serves as the parking area for the marshals, with an automated security gate that slides open 
along the enclosure’s southern edge. The parking area is accessed from the same driveway 
from West Street that grants access to the sallyport. The northern enclosure serves as an area 
for trash and other storage bins and racks (see Figure 86). The lean-to shed observed on the 
north elevation is set within this enclosure. The chain-link fencing around this area is partially 
screened by additional slats woven through the chain-link. A pedestrian gate at the southern 
end of the enclosure, secured by a pad lock, provides access to this area. 

Another secured driveway extends from West Street along the northern boundary of the parcel, 
along Butte Street, to provide access to the parking area in front of the jail building (see Figure 
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87). The chain-link fence that lines the driveway is screened with mature vine growth. Additional 
trees line the fence to screen the secured parking area from the public (see Figure 88). This 
parking area was likely established as a part of the 1993 renovations. 

 

 
FIGURE 79 VIEW OF THE 1939 SHASTA COUNTY JAIL FAÇADE FROM THE SECOND STORY OF THE 
MAIN COURTHOUSE BUILDING, LOOKING NORTHWEST. (MIG 2025) 

 
FIGURE 80 VIEW OF THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE 1939 SHASTA COUNTY JAIL, LOOKING WEST. (MIG 
2025) 
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FIGURE 81 VIEW OF THE 1939 SHASTA COUNTY JAIL, LOOKING WEST-SOUTHWEST. (MIG 2025) 

 
FIGURE 82 VIEW OF THE EAST AND NORTH ELEVATIONS OF THE THREE-STORY MASS OF THE 1939 
SHASTA COUNTY JAIL FROM THE SECURE DRIVEWAY, LOOKING WEST-SOUTHWEST. (MIG 2025) 
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FIGURE 83 VIEW OF THE NORTH ELEVATION OF THE 1939 COUNTY JAIL FROM THE PARKING 
STRUCTURE ALONG BUTTE STREET, LOOKING SOUTH. (MIG 2025) 

 
FIGURE 84 VIEW OF THE WEST AND SOUTH ELEVATIONS OF THE 1939 SHASTA COUNTY JAIL, 
LOOKING NORTHEAST. NOTE THE MARSHAL’S PARKING AREA PHOTO LEFT. (MIG 2025) 
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FIGURE 85 VIEW OF THE SOUTH ELEVATION AND THE ROUNDED CORNER OF THE STAIRWELL TOWER 
OF THE 1939 SHASTA COUNTY JAIL, LOOKING EAST. (MIG 2025) 

 
FIGURE 86 VIEW OF THE NORTHERN ENCLOSURE AREA AND THE LEAN-TO SHED, LOOKING 
NORTHEAST. (MIG 2025) 
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FIGURE 87 VIEW OF THE SECURED PARKING AREA EAST OF THE 1939 SHASTA COUNTY JAIL, 
LOOKING SOUTH. (MIG 2025) 

 
FIGURE 88 VIEW OF THE SECURED DRIVEWAY INTO THE PARKING AREA, LOOKING WEST. NOTE THE 
VEGETATION ALONG THE FENCE LINE. (MIG 2025) 
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 Interior 
The absence of original building plans, in conjunction with its long-term vacancy and its semi-
demolished interiors, renders it difficult to determine the historic layout of the 1939 Shasta 
County Jail as originally constructed. Resources suggest that during its occupation, the jail 
comprised four cell blocks, a sheriff’s office, and a kitchen. The building likely included 
additional unidentified spaces. Three of four cellblocks have been removed since its vacancy in 
1984; only Cellblock No. 1 remains today (see Figure 89).129 A visiting area featuring standing 
stalls and small metal-screened openings is still visible on the ground floor, likely associated 
with Cellblock No. 1 (see Figure 90).  

The interior of the building features concrete floors, painted concrete walls now in a state of 
severe peeling and flaking, sturdy metal doors, and wired glass windows. The reception room 
entered through the main entrance shows that its floors were covered in linoleum tiles (see 
Figure 91), suggesting that only floors of the cellblocks were bare concrete. Heavy metal bars 
secure the extant cellblock and individual cells on the ground floor. The extant cells each 
comprise two bunks and a sink; the toilets appear to have been removed (see Figure 92). The 
walls within the cells all feature various graffiti by its former occupants, with varying levels of 
racial epithets and symbolism, as well as references to a local motorcycle gang known as the 
Brothers of the Wind. 

The 1939 Shasta County Jail building was reportedly used as a storage space in the years 
following its vacancy. This use is evidenced by various pieces of furniture observed throughout 
the building, as well as wooden racks on the upper floors that suggest some form of storage 
organization (see Figure 93).  

 

 

 
129 “Travelin’ Time: One Cellblock Remains from Old County Jail.” 

4.4.2 
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FIGURE 89 VIEW OF CELLBLOCK NO. 1. (MIG 2025) 

 
FIGURE 90 VIEW OF THE VISITING AREA, CELLBLOCK NO. 1. (MIG 2025) 
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FIGURE 91 VIEW OF THE RECEPTION ROOM THROUGH THE MAIN ENTRANCE, LOOKING WEST-
SOUTHWEST. NOTE THE FLOORING MATERIAL. (MIG 2025) 

 
FIGURE 92 VIEW OF ONE OF THE INTACT CELLS IN CELLBLOCK NO. 1. (MIG 2025) 
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FIGURE 93 VIEW OF THE WOODEN STORAGE RACKS ON THE UPPER FLOORS OF THE 1939 SHASTA 
COUNTY JAIL. (MIG 2025) 
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5 Evaluation 

5.1 National Register of Historic Places/California Register of Historical Resources 
Criteria 

This section evaluates the subject property to determine whether it meets the significance 
criteria for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (National Register) or the California 
Register of Historical Resources (California Register). To be eligible for listing in either register, 
a property must demonstrate significance under one or more of the following criteria: 

Criterion A/1 (Events): Resources that are associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of local, California, or national history. 

Criterion B/2 (Persons): Resources that are associated with the lives of persons important to 
local, California, or national history.  

Criterion C/3 (Design/Construction): Resources that embody the distinctive characteristics of 
a type, period, region, or method of construction, or represent the work of a master, or possess 
high artistic values. 

Criterion D/4 (Information Potential): Resources that have yielded, or have the potential to 
yield, information important to the prehistory or history of the local area, California, or the nation. 

When a property is determined to be historically significant under the above listed criteria, an 
associated period of significance is defined. This period corresponds to the era in time during 
which the property gained or exhibited its significance.  

The Old Shasta County Courthouse, a complex comprising three independent building projects, 
is evaluated as both a single entity and its individual components where applicable.  

 Criterion A/1: Events/Broad Patterns of History 
The 1939 Shasta County Jail is historically significant at the local level under National and 
California Registers Criterion A/1 as a tangible representation of the New Deal-era federal 
investment and impacts of the Shasta Dam Project, not only on the population and economy, 
but also on the social and legal infrastructure of Shasta County and the City of Redding.  

5.1.1.1 Shasta Dam and the County Jail 
The Shasta County Jail, planned in 1938, was in large part preparation for the anticipated 
impacts of the influx of thousands of workers – young, male, and unemployed – migrating to 
Shasta to partake in the major construction project, the Shasta Dam Project. Sheriff Sublett, in a 
meeting with the Board of Supervisors in 1938, voiced his anticipation and concern regarding 
the flood of young men expected to pour into his county, and the gross inadequacy and 
unpreparedness of the existing, already-overcrowded legal facilities to accommodate this spike 
in population. His support for a new facility was well received and the new jail was completed by 
the following year.  

The sheriff’s concerns regarding the effects of the Shasta Dam Project-related spike in 
population were proven valid and accurate when, within two years of construction of occupancy, 
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the 1939 Shasta County Jail exceeded maximum capacity.130 Shasta Dam workers were known 
to frequent the red-light district, the nearby saloons, and other businesses of entertainment in 
Redding, on California Street east of the railroad tracks, during their off-hours. It is assumed that 
numerous disputes, acts of violence, and even illicit activities took place in these areas that 
would necessitate police interference and detainment. While there are no concrete statistics 
available for the number of incidents relating to these workers, the Police Department in 
Redding had to expand to include up to seven police officers, two cars, one paddy wagon, and 
one motorcycle following the start of the Shasta Dam Project, an expansion that directly 
correlates to the project-related population spike and associated crime rate.131  

The extant 1939 Shasta County Jail stands evidence to this facet of economic revival accredited 
to the Shasta Dam Project, its impacts on the social and legal infrastructure of the city and 
county. The building is a tangible relic of the roaring revitalization of Redding and Shasta 
County during the New Deal-era and the increased crime rate that came along with it.  

The period of significance for the 1939 County Jail is 1939-1945, starting with the construction 
of the jail extending through the duration of the Shasta Dam construction project.  

5.1.1.2 Other Areas of Considerations: Redding as a seat of Superior Court 
While the construction of the 1956 Main Courthouse coincided with the designation of the site 
as the seat of the Superior Court, there are no indications that the construction of the building 
had a direct impact on the designation. As the county seat, Redding had been home to a county 
courthouse since 1889 and as such, served as the legal center one of the original twenty-seven 
counties of the state for decades. In light of the larger context and history of the site as a 
courthouse since the late-nineteenth century, it cannot be determined that the construction of 
the 1956 courthouse was the deciding factor in the site’s designation as a superior court. 
Therefore, the 1956 main courthouse is not eligible for the National or California Registers 
under criterion A/1 as a tangible representative of the designation of Redding as a seat of the 
California Superior Court.  

Additionally, historical research has revealed a long-lived process of constructing, expanding, 
and demolishing courthouses and related facilities. The 1956 main courthouse was originally 
constructed as an addition to the 1889 courthouse to accommodate the growing population and 
administrative needs. The 1939 county jail replaced its predecessor to accommodate a spike in 
population, and the 1889 courthouse was ultimately replaced by the 1967 annex to further 
accommodate the developing city and county. In 2025, the courthouse complex has been 
replaced entirely by new facilities to further account for the developing needs and population of 
the area.  As such, the old Shasta County Courthouse, as a complex, is merely a step in an 

 

 
130 “Shasta Jail is Crowded,” Redding Record, February 4, 1941. 
131 “History of Redding Police,” City of Redding California, accessed August 2025, 
https://www.cityofredding.gov/government/departments/police/your_rpd/history.php.  
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ongoing process of civic facilities development in Redding and is not historically significant 
under the context of an early courthouse in the region.  

 Criterion B/2: Association with Significant Persons 
The old Shasta County Courthouse is not historically significant under National and California 
Registers Criterion B/2. In the review of local publications and through historical research, the 
information gathered failed to indicate that the subject property has any distinctive associations 
with significant persons in the history of the City or otherwise. While important community 
members worked and visited the courthouse over the course of its function as such, their 
significance is better conveyed through other sites such as the Eaton House Museum, the home 
of former Superior Court Judge Richard B. Eaton. The subject property does not best represent 
historic contributions of any important individuals.  

 Criterion C/3: Design 
The old Shasta County Courthouse as a complex of all three buildings does not collectively 
represent a specific style or type of construction. Spanning from 1939 to 1967, and renovated in 
1993, the complex development spans multiple styles of modernism and is not an exemplary 
representative of a single period or style. The old Shasta County Courthouse as a complex is 
not historically significant under Criterion C/3. However, the 1939 Shasta County Jail and the 
1956 Main Courthouse are historically significant under National and California Registers 
Criterion C/3 as individual representations of distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 
method of construction. 

The 1967 Courthouse Annex, on the other hand, though broadly fitting the architectural style of 
the second period International Style, is not an exemplary representation of the type. While 
building is geometric in form and incorporates linear accents, it features neither horizontal bands 
of windows nor curtain walls characteristic of the style. Although the building plan integrates 
planters into its design, constructed as an annex, it does not feature a formal entrance or a 
grand lobby. It lacks a floor-to-ceiling aluminum glazing system and the ground floor finishes do 
not feature high quality materials. As such, the Courthouse Annex is not a true representative of 
the architectural style and is therefore not historically significant under Criterion C/3. 

5.1.3.1 PWA/WPA Moderne 
The 1939 Shasta County Jail is historically significant as an embodiment of the distinctive 
characteristics of the PWA/WPA Moderne architectural style. As originally constructed by 
architectural firm Masten & Hurd, the building displays the restrained and austere application of 
the Streamline Moderne style reflective of the tighter constraints forced upon architects by the 
economic downturn of the Great Depression and characteristic of the PWA/WPA Moderne. The 
building incorporates a flat roof, smooth exterior surfaces, simple horizontal fenestration, and 
streamlined linear elements in the form of continuous sills and lintels. These linear elements 
emphasize the horizontality of the building mass. The building also features rounded corners 
around the entrance and the stairwell tower, and in the continuous lintels. Beyond these subtle 
applications of basic identifying elements of the Streamline Moderne style, the 1939 Shasta 
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County Jail is without ornamentation. The building is painted white, which contributes to the 
stark, austere character, consistent with the PWA/WPA Moderne.  

Despite the addition of a sallyport that connected the jail building to the 1967 annex, the 1939 
Shasta County Jail retains the fundamental identifying characteristics of the PWA/WPA 
Moderne. The scale and height of the sallyport was built to be consistent with that of the jail 
building and thereby neither dwarfs the 1939 building nor causes it to be perceived as towering. 
The horizontality of the jail is retained through the visible linear elements along the façade and 
the north and south elevations, and the rounded corners have not been lost by the addition. The 
roof form also remains consistent since its construction. As such, the present 1939 Shasta 
County Jail building clearly contains the distinctive characteristics of the PWA/WPA Moderne 
and is a true representative of the architectural style.  

It is worth noting that, while the 1939 Shasta County Jail also reflects elements of the 
Streamline Moderne, the restrained application of the streamlined forms such as the curve, 
teardrop, and uninterrupted horizontal line renders the building style more accurately 
categorized as the PWA/WPA Moderne. In its dialed-back, austere form, the 1939 Shasta 
County Jail does not contain enough distinctive characteristics of the Streamline Moderne to be 
a true, exemplary representative of the style. 

The period of significance of the 1939 Shasta County Jail under Criterion C/3 is 1939, its date of 
construction. 

5.1.3.2 International Style 
The 1956 Main Courthouse is historically significant as an embodiment of the distinctive 
characteristics of the International Style, specifically the second period of the style that 
underpins the Mid-Century Modern and Corporate International Styles of postwar Modernism. 
Characteristic of the second period of Internationalism, the 1956 Main Courthouse displays 
strong geometric forms with strong right angles through its rectangular massings and 
projections. Largely clad in Indiana limestone (in all publicly visible areas) and topped with a flat 
roof, the building features smooth and uniform surfaces, and incorporates horizontal bands of 
flush, metal-framed windows across its façade. The building is entered via a landscaped 
courtyard through a recessed vestibule where a floor-to-ceiling aluminum glazing system grants 
entry into a lobby with marble and terrazzo tile finishes.  

Despite the addition of a covered corridor that connects to the 1967 annex, the 1956 main 
courthouse building retains the fundamental identifying characteristics of the International Style. 
The corridor, adjoined to the rear (west) elevation of the building, is built in an unassuming 
modern style with compatible materials and is not visible from the front of the building. The 
addition of the corridor does not detract from the main courthouse building’s ability to embody 
the characteristics of the International Style: the 1956 construction retains its geometric form, 
strong right angles, horizontal bands of windows. The main entrance remains on the east side of 
the building, across the courtyard and into the recessed vestibule. As such, the present 1956 
Main Courthouse clearly contains the distinctive characteristics of the second period of the 
International Style and is a true, exemplary representative of the architectural style. 
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The period of significance for the 1956 Main Courthouse is 1956, the date of its construction. 

 

5.1.3.3 Work of a Master 
The general lack of information available regarding architects of the old Shasta County 
Courthouse, E. Geoffrey Bangs, Masten & Hurd, and Smart & Clabaugh, suggests that none of 
these firms nor their individual architects and engineers were considered masters in the field 
during or after their years of practice. While E. Geoffrey Bangs was known to have designed 
several public buildings, little information is available to establish him as a master as defined by 
the National Register Bulletin: “a figure of generally recognized greatness in a field, a known 
craftsman of consummate skill, or an anonymous craftsman whose work is distinguishable from 
others by its characteristic style and quality.”132  While he is accredited with various projects, 
there is a general absence of resources that recognize his “greatness in a field.” Similarly, 
although the architectural firm of Masten & Hurd were responsible for numerous PWA/WPA 
buildings in Redding, and several non-federal aid projects across the Bay Area and Northern 
California, there is insufficient information to establish these architects as masters in the field. 
Finally, the firm of Smart & Clabaugh is little discussed in publications even in the context of 
their awarded projects. They appear to have designed a number of buildings for the unified 
school districts and other civic buildings in Northern California during the 1950s and 1960s, but 
little else is known. The old Shasta County Courthouse is therefore not historically significant 
under Criterion C/3 as a work of a master. 

 Criterion D/4: Archaeology and/or Information Potential 
The subject property has not yielded information important to the pre- or post-contact history of 
Redding, Shasta County, California, or the nation. Having been disturbed multiple times through 
a series of construction projects since the late-nineteenth century, the subject property is 
unlikely to yield any information in the future and has very low information potential. The 
property is therefore ineligible under Criterion D/4. 

5.2 Integrity Analysis 

In addition to demonstrating historic significance under at least one of the California or National 
Register criteria, a property must retain historic integrity to be considered eligible for listing in 
local, state, and national registers. Integrity is evaluated based on the property’s ability to 
convey its historical significance. To retain integrity, a property must exhibit some or all of the 
seven aspects of historic integrity as defined by the National Register of Historic Places and 
adopted by the California Register, including: location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, 

 

 
132 National Park Service, “National Register Bulletin 15: How to Apply the National Register Criteria for 
Evaluation,” U.S. Department of the Interior, 20. 
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feeling, and association. The following provides a discussion of the 1939 County Jail and 1956 
Main Courthouse’s historic integrity under each aspect.  

 1939 Shasta County Jail 
Location: The subject property has not been moved since it was constructed in 1939 and 
therefore retains integrity of location. 

Design: Although the absence of original plans or construction drawings of the 1939 Shasta 
County Jail makes it difficult to analyze integrity of design at the material level, a historical photo 
analysis confirms that the overall building has remained relatively unchanged since its 
construction, save for the addition of a sallyport. The pre-1967 photographs of the jail building 
confirm that the character-defining horizonal elements and the rounded corners remain 
unchanged today. Most of the fenestration patterns remain intact; the addition of the sallyport 
has encompassed the three-story stairwell tower and its windows, but the rear (west) of the 
tower and its rounded corner are still visible, and the exterior of the building retains its 
fundamental elements characteristic to the PWA/WPA architectural style. In the interior, only 
one cellblock remains, with the remainder of the interior spaces demolished since its vacancy in 
1984. The remaining cellblock and its associated features such as the cells, metal-barred 
enclosures and doors, and visiting area continue to display the original interior layout and 
design. The 1939 County Jail retains some of its historic integrity of design, partially affected by 
the sallyport addition and the decades-long vacancy. 

Materials and Workmanship: The absence of historic building plans and construction drawings 
of the 1939 Shasta County Jail poses a challenge to an accurate analysis of integrity in 
materials and workmanship. Photographs from the mid-century, prior to the sallyport addition, 
and historical newspaper research, suggest that the building exterior retains sufficient integrity 
in materials and workmanship: cast-concrete construction clad in white stucco, continuous 
horizontal banding across the elevations, metal awning windows with minimal trim, flat roof, 
covered entrance with a curved overhang supported by concrete columns and framed by 
rounded corners, and a flat roof. The metal screen described in 1939 is observed on the interior 
of the ground-floor windows. While some degree of materials and workmanship was lost with 
the addition of the sallyport which has enveloped and incorporated into it the three-story 
stairwell tower, most of the exterior materials and workmanship remain intact. The majority of 
the loss in these aspects of integrity has occurred inside the building, where, with the exception 
of one cellblock, the interior has largely been gutted. While the concrete floors and walls remain 
intact, any features that defined original use, such as the additional cellblocks, kitchen, and 
sheriff’s office, are nonextant. As such, the 1939 Shasta County Jail retains integrity of material 
and workmanship on the exterior but has lost significant integrity inside.  

Setting: Historically fronted by a lawn, the immediate setting of the 1939 Shasta County Jail 
within the old Shasta County Courthouse complex has been impacted by the paving of a 
parking lot in its foreground and its secure enclosure. The broader setting has also evolved with 
adjacent construction. However, the building retains its spatial relationship with the courthouse 
and annex in a tight cluster of legal and civic buildings. The jail also retains its spatial 
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relationship to the railroad tracks, a key transportation corridor that set the foundation for the 
City of Redding and its title as the county seat. Therefore, despite some impacts, the 1939 
Shasta County Jail retains integrity of setting through its connections with its adjacent civic 
buildings. 

Feeling: The 1939 Shasta County Jail’s stark architectural style and the remaining cellblock 
inside preserve the building’s historic feeling of an early moderne jail. Its spatial relationship with 
the adjacent buildings (the 1956 Main Courthouse and the 1967 Courthouse Annex) further 
contributes to the historic feeling of a law enforcement facility. The 1939 County Jail therefore 
retains integrity of feeling.    

Association: The subject property was designed to function as a county jail and sheriff’s office 
in 1939. Although the jail building has been vacated since 1984 and three of the four cellblocks 
have been removed from its interior, the retention of a cellblock and its associated features such 
as cells, metal-barred enclosures, and visiting areas, as well as former inmate graffiti on the 
walls and metal grates on windows, all contribute to the historic association of the site to its 
historic use. The intact architectural elements such as the flat roof, smooth surfaces, rounded 
corners, continuous horizontal elements across the elevations, and the general sense of 
restraint and lack of ornamentation also contribute to the association of the site to the 
economically depressed and restrained PWA/WPA era. As such, the building retains integrity of 
association. 

In summary, though affected by the 1967 sallyport addition and the building’s vacancy since 
1984, the 1939 Shasta County Jail retains sufficient level of historic integrity on its exterior. With 
the exception of the sallyport addition, the exterior of the building remains largely unchanged 
since its construction. Some historic integrity remains inside the building, in the overall finishes 
of the floors and walls and the intact cellblock, which contributes to the feeling of the building 
and its historic use. The 1939 Shasta County Jail retains integrity of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, setting, and feeling, and retains sufficient overall integrity to convey its historic 
significance. 

 1956 Main Courthouse 
Location: The subject property has not been moved since it was built in 1956 and therefore 
retains integrity of location. 

Design: Although the absence of original plans or construction drawings of the 1956 Main 
Courthouse (at the time built as an addition) makes it difficult to analyze integrity of design at the 
material level, a historical photo analysis confirms that the overall design of the building has 
remained relatively unchanged since its construction in 1967. Photographs from the 1960s show 
that the façade of the courthouse, with its slight projection across the second and third levels, its 
recessed entrance supported by columns, and horizontal bands of windows that span the entire 
width of the building all intact. The lettering above the third story windows, noted in a newspaper 
article from the 1950s, is also still visible. The rear covered corridor addition from 1967 does not 
detract from the building’s integrity of design as the building incorporated a covered corridor in 
its original construction in 1956. Aerial photographs confirm that the location of the corridor has 
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not changed. Finally, although the building interior has undergone reorganization through 
addition of a new annex and the 1993 renovation, verbal description of the building’s interior and 
services provided appear to have remained largely consistent until the building’s vacancy in 
2024. As such, the 1956 Main Courthouse retains integrity of design. 

Materials and Workmanship: The absence of historic building plans and construction drawings 
of the 1956 Main Courthouse poses a challenge to an accurate analysis of integrity in materials 
and workmanship. Photographs from the buildings, in conjunction with textual evidence from 
historic newspapers, suggest that the 1956 construction retains a significant level of integrity of 
materials and workmanship on its exterior. The horizontal band of uninterrupted blue-green 
tinted windows on the second and third levels of the building remain; the building name carved 
into the limestone above the third-story windows are still visible; and the building still features 
two tones of limestone cladding throughout, in buff and gray. Most of the fenestration appears to 
date to the period of construction, as evidenced by the aluminum framing, with the exception of 
the second-story windows on the rear of the building which appear to have been replaced with 
vinyl windows. The interior retains its beige Italian marble on the ground floor and Red 
Rosement marble from Tennessee on the second and third floors. The reorganization of the 
interior use, however, has affected the historic integrity of materials and workmanship of 
individual rooms. The 1956 Main Courthouse retains a significant level of integrity of materials 
and workmanship on its exterior; the building has lost a degree of integrity in the interior, save 
for the workmanship and materials found in the lobby and the corridors. 

Setting and Feeling: The setting of the 1956 Main Courthouse within the old Shasta County 
Courthouse complex remains unchanged. Since its construction, the building was set atop a 
gentle slope overlooking Court Street, set back approximately 100 feet from the street. An 
associated court building always stood to its rear, and a county jail was always located 
immediately to its northwest. The courthouse building also retains its spatial relationship to the 
railroad tracks to its east, the foundation to the incorporation of the City of Redding and its title 
as the county seat. The 1956 Main Courthouse therefore retains integrity of setting and feeling. 

Association: The subject property was designed to serve as a county courthouse and 
contained offices of related civic services. The building, vacant since 2024, has lost much of its 
interior furnishings and layout; however, a number of intact courtrooms contribute to the historic 
association of the building to its historic use. Further, the intact architectural elements such as 
strong geometric forms and right angles, horizontal bands of windows, smooth exterior surfaces, 
flat roof, and the incorporation of indoor-outdoor space via a courtyard contribute to the historic 
association of the building to the mid-century and the overall postwar International Style. The 
1956 main courthouse therefore retains integrity of association. 

In summary, the exterior of the 1956 Main Courthouse appears largely unaltered since its 
construction in 1956, and, despite the multiple phases of interior reorganization, its interior 
retains key character-defining elements to the historic use, architectural style, and the general 
mid-century era of development. Therefore, the 1956 Main Courthouse retains integrity of 
location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, and feeling, and retains sufficient overall 
integrity to convey its historic significance. 
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5.3 Character-Defining Features 

The following lists outline the character-defining features for each of the 1939 Shasta County 
Jail and the 1956 Main Courthouse related to their significance under National and California 
Registers criterion A/1. Character-defining features are the physical aspects of the historic 
property that conveys its historic significance and should be protected in order to retain eligibility 
for the California and National Registers. 

Although the detailed identification of the interior features that contribute to the building’s 
architectural and historic significance lies beyond the scope of this report, MIG analyzed the 
exterior and intact and accessible spaces of the buildings and identified a list of character-
defining features that assist in conveying the properties’ historic significance.  

 1939 Shasta County Jail 

• The form and massing of the building, consistent with the original construction 

• Material, size, and location of exterior fenestration, including wired glass, continuous 
windowsills and lintels that curve around the northeast corner of the building, metal-
sashed multi-paned awning windows, and the metal grates installed over the interior of 
the ground-level windows 

• White stucco cladding on concrete construction 

• Sense of restraint and austerity achieved by an absence of ornamentation 

• Flat roof 

• Covered entrance with a flat overhang with rounded corners supported by smooth 
concrete columns and framed by rounded corners around the entryway 

• Floor-to-ceiling aluminum glazing system in the formal entrance 

• Exposed rounded corner of the three-story stairwell tower on the west elevation 

• The layout of Cellblock No. 1 including the individual cells each with two bunks, a sink, 
and a toilet, metal-barred enclosure, and visiting area 

• The setting of the building in the northwestern corner of the courthouse square, to the 
north of the 1967 annex and to the west-northwest of the 1956 main courthouse building 

 1956 Main Courthouse 

• The form and massing of the building, consistent with the original construction 

• Material, size, and location of exterior fenestration, including the blue-green tinted glass, 
aluminum sashes, horizontal band of uninterrupted windows that span the second and 
third levels of the entire façade 

• Recessed entryway with concrete columns and a floor-to-ceiling aluminum glazing 
system 

5.3.1 
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• Exterior finishes including two tones of Indiana limestone, in buff and gray 

• Flat roof 

• Central corridor that extends the length of the building along which offices and 
courtrooms are distributed 

• Wood-paneled walls and built-in wood furniture in the courtrooms 

• Beige Italian marble on the ground floor and Red Rosement marble from Tennessee on 
the second and third floors 

• The setting of the building fronting Court Street with the annex to its west and the 1939 
County Jail to its northwest 

• The 100-foot setback from Court Street and the landscaped lawn with stone and brick 
retaining walls and planters 

• Indoor-outdoor transition into the building via the plaza/courtyard fronting the building 

•  “Shasta County Courthouse” inscription above the third level band of windows 

5.4 Conclusion 

The old Shasta County Courthouse, located at 1500 Court Street, California, is not eligible for 
individual listing on the California and National Registers as a building complex comprising three 
individual buildings. Having undergone multiple iterations of courthouse and jail buildings, the 
extant complex as a whole is not historically significant under the historic context of Shasta 
County courthouses, and spanning the construction period of 1939 to 1967, and renovated 
1993, does not embody a specific type or style of construction.  

However, the 1939 Shasta County Jail as an individual building is eligible for listing on the 
California and National Registers at the local level under criterion A/1 as representative of the 
effects of the Shasta Dam Project on the social and legal infrastructure of Redding, with a 
period of significance of 1939-1945. The building is also locally significant under C/3 as an 
embodiment of the local PWA/WPA Moderne architectural style, with a period of significance of 
1939. 

The 1956 Main Courthouse is also individually eligible for listing on the California and National 
Registers under criterion C/3 as an embodiment of the second-period International Style that 
underpins the Mid-Century Modern and Corporate International Styles of postwar Modernism. 

The 1967 Courthouse Annex does not meet the eligibility criteria and is therefore not historically 
significant under the California and National Registers.  
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