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Public Notice 

 

Notice of Exemption 
 

To: Santa Clara County From: Santa Clara Valley Water District 
Clerks Office, Business Division  5750 Almaden Expressway 
70 West Hedding Street  San Jose CA 95118-3686 
San Jose CA 95110 

 Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation   
 
Project Title: Coyote 10B Freshwater Wetland Project Geotechnical Investigations   

Project Location–Specific: The project site is located at Coyote 10B quarry pit in Morgan Hill.  

Project Location-City: Morgan Hill   Project Location-County: Santa Clara  

Project Purpose: Valley Water proposes a project to collect data and information on the site conditions at Coyote 
10B quarry pit. The purpose of this project is to collect data to inform the planning and design of the proposed 
Coyote 10B Freshwater Wetland Project. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Santa Clara Valley Water District 

Name of Agency or Person Carrying Out Project: Santa Clara Valley Water District 

Exempt Status: (check one) 

 Ministerial [Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268]; 
 Declared Emergency [Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)]; 
 Emergency Project [Sec. 21080(b)(c)]; 
 Categorical Exemptions [Section 15304; Class 4, “Minor Alterations to Land” and Section 15306; 

Class 6, “Information Collection”] 
 Statutory Exemptions [n/a]. 

Reasons Why Project is Exempt: The Project qualifies for a Categorical Exemption under California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines §15304 and §15306: 

“Class 4 consists of minor public or private alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or vegetation which do 
not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or agricultural purposes.”  

“Class 6 consists of basic data collection, research, experimental management, and resource evaluation activities 
which do not result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource. These may be strictly for 
information gathering purposes, or as part of a study leading to an action which a public agency has not yet 
approved, adopted, or funded.” 

None of the exceptions to these exemptions described in CEQA Guidelines §15300.2 would occur.  

Description of Project: 
Valley Water proposes a project to collect data and information on the site conditions at Coyote 10B quarry pit. The 
project includes the installation of groundwater monitoring wells along the perimeter of Pit 10B and soil sampling at 
the separation berms. The purpose of this project is to collect data to inform the planning and design of the proposed 
Coyote 10B Freshwater Wetland Project. The project site is located near Pit 10B adjacent to Coyote creek in Morgan 
Hill. Project activities would involve data collection at four locations. Two would be located on the west side of the 
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trail and the other two would be located on the east side of Pit 10B near the maintenance road off Metcalf Road. 
The description for each data collection activity is provided below: 
 
Geotechnical Borings 
To characterize the subsurface, four borings will be drilled to depths of approximately 60 feet below existing grade 
with a truck-mounted drill rig. Borings will be permitted and backfilled in accordance with Valley Water requirements. 
The borings will be paired with the monitoring wells and locations will be within a few feet. 

Groundwater Monitoring Wells 
For the groundwater monitoring wells, four locations will be drilled using 8-inch-diameter hollow-stem augers, as 
shown on the attached map. The wells will be constructed using 2-inch Schedule 40 PVC pipe with machine-slotted 
screens and installed to depths of approximately 20 to 30 feet. Each well will include a filter pack, bentonite seal, 
and a locking flush-mounted surface monument. The estimated surface area of the concrete casing is approximately 
1 to 1.5 square feet per well. Spoils generated during drilling will be placed in 55-gallon drums, tested, and removed 
from the site. 
 
Soil Sampling 
For soil sampling at the separation berms, four locations will be manually drilled using hand augers to a depth of up 
to 5 feet. Due to vegetation density and limited equipment access, all work in the berm area will be performed by 
hand avoiding ground disturbance. 
 
Equipment used will be limited to track or truck mounted drilling rig, 4x4 trucks, support van carrying equipment, 
and drilling equipment. Access to the site would be located along Forsum Road and is not expected to impact the 
adjacent trail. The equipment will be stored in the vehicles when not in use. This activity is not anticipated to 
generate excess dust or spoils materials 
 
Prior to field work, Valley Water and its subcontractors would prepare an internal Health and Safety Plan, conduct 
pre-activity biological surveys, and coordinate access and location with the County Ranger with 72 hours advanced 
notice. Neighbors within 500 feet of the drilling locations will be provided with three days advanced notice prior to 
generating noticeable noise, dust, or vibration. Work would occur during normal business hours and would take 
approximately five days to complete. The work would occur in 2026 depending on access rights and contractors’ 
availability. 
 
In the unlikely event that an archaeological artifact is accidentally encountered during construction, work in affected 
areas would be halted and no work zone would be established. A no work zone area would be established within 
the 30 feet of the encounter. Valley Water or the contractor would consult with an archaeologist immediately after 
the encounter to determine the significance of the artifact and appropriate avoidance or minimization procedures if 
the artifact is significant. consistent with Valley Water Best Management Practice (BMP) CU-1 (Stop Work and 
Report if Archaeological Artifacts are Found).  
 
Access to the work areas would be from Forsum Road for locations 1 and 2. Locations will be accessed via the 
Coyote Creek path but once locations are reached the pathway will be left open for pedestrian use. The work area 
will be conned off to block access from pedestrians using the trail. Locations 3 and 4 will be accessed via the 
maintenance road off Metcalf Road. Access to the site would be located on existing roads, and maintenance 
roads minimizing the need for new access routes or vegetation clearing. All well sites are expected to be 
accessed using a combination of light trucks and portable drill rigs. No vegetation impacts are expected.   
Lead Agency: Santa Clara Valley Water District Area Code/Telephone/Extension 
Contact Person: Billy Williams (408) 630-2090 

Signature: _____________________________ Date: _____________________ 

Title: Jennifer Codianne  
Deputy Operating Officer 

cc: CEQA Administrative Record 
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