
Memorandum 
	

To:	Jim	Pruett,	General	Manager,	San	Mateo	County	Harbor	District	

From:	Brad	Damitz,	Consultant	to	the	Harbor	District	

Date:	October	1,	2025	

Subject:	Draft	CEQA	Exemption	Finding	–	Spotter	Wave	Buoy	Deployment	

Summary	
This	memorandum	provides	supporting	documentation	for	the	Harbor	District’s	
consideration	of	a	CEQA	exemption	determination	for	the	proposed	deployment	of	a	Sofar	
Ocean	Spotter	Wave	Buoy	offshore	of	Surfer’s	Beach	(37°29'47"N,		122°28'29"W).	

Project	Description	
The	project	consists	of	deploying	a	small,	free-floating	wave	buoy	offshore	for	the	purpose	
of	collecting	oceanographic	data.	The	buoy	will	be	deployed	and	retrieved	using	a	small	
vessel,	with	periodic	servicing.	No	construction,	grading,	or	permanent	installation	will	
occur.	

CEQA	Review	
Based	on	my	review,	the	project	qualifies	for	a	Categorical	Exemption	under	CEQA	
Guidelines	§15306	(Information	Collection).	This	exemption	applies	to	“basic	data	
collection,	research,	experimental	management,	and	resource	evaluation	activities	which	do	
not	result	in	a	serious	or	major	disturbance	to	an	environmental	resource.”	
	
The	buoy	deployment	is	strictly	for	data	collection	and	will	not	cause	significant	
disturbance	to	environmental	resources.	

Recommended	Action	
As	Lead	Agency,	the	San	Mateo	County	Harbor	District	may	find	that	the	project	is	exempt	
from	CEQA	pursuant	to	§15306	and	authorize	the	filing	of	a	Notice	of	Exemption	(NOE)	with	
the	San	Mateo	County	Clerk-Recorder	and	the	Governor’s	Office	of	Planning	and	Research.	

Approval	/	Exemption	Finding	
Based	on	the	above,	I	hereby	find	that	the	Spotter	Wave	Buoy	Deployment	project	is	
categorically	exempt	from	CEQA	under	§15306	(Information	Collection).	

	
	



Approved:	
	

_______________________________________	

James	Pruett	

General	Manager	

San	Mateo	County	Harbor	District	

Date:	__________	10/5/2025


