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MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM 

Cypress Sands Project  City of Menifee 
Mitigated Negative Declaration 1 November 2025 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program Matrix 

Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Phase and 
Monitoring Actions1 

Implementing 
Party 

Enforcement 
and Monitoring 
Entity 

Impact – Air Quality 

AQ-1 

Prior to issuance of grading permits, the City shall confirm that the grading plan, 
building plans, and specifications stipulate that the following measures shall be 
implemented: 

• All mobile off-road equipment (wheeled or tracked) used during site 
preparation and grading construction activities shall meet USEPA Tier 4 
Final standards. Tier 4 certification can be for the original equipment or 
equipment that is retrofitted to meet the Tier 4 Final standards. 

• Alternative fuel (natural gas, propane, electric, etc.) construction 
equipment may be incorporated where available.  

• These requirements shall be incorporated into the contract agreement with 
the construction contractor. A copy of the equipment’s certification or 
model year specifications shall be available upon request for all equipment 
on-site. 

• Electricity shall be supplied to the site from the existing power grid to 
support the electric construction equipment as applicable. If connection to 
the grid is determined to be infeasible for portions of the project, a non-
diesel fueled generator shall be used. 

Prior to issuance of grading or 
building permits submittal of plans 
with measure on plans, collection of 
acknowledgement by owner and 
notice to contractors; subject to 
inspection by CDD; enforcement of 
violations available through MMC at 
City discretion. 

Applicant for 
individual 
project 

City of Menifee, 
Community 
Development 
Department 
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Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Phase and 
Monitoring Actions1 

Implementing 
Party 

Enforcement 
and Monitoring 
Entity 

Impact – Biological Resources 

BIO-1: Nesting Bird Avoidance 

Prior to ground disturbances that would impact potentially suitable nesting habitat 
for avian species, the project Applicant shall adhere to the following: 

1. Vegetation removal activities shall be scheduled outside the nesting season 
(September 1 to February 14 for songbirds; September 1 to January 14 for 
raptors) to the extent feasible to avoid potential impacts to nesting birds 
and/or ground nesters. 

2. Any construction activities that occur during typical nesting season 
(February 15 to August 31 for songbirds; January 15 to August 31 for 
raptors) will require that all suitable habitat, on-site and within 300-feet 
surrounding the site (as feasible), be thoroughly surveyed for the presence 
of nesting birds by a qualified biologist before commencement ground 
disturbances. If active nests are identified, the biologist would establish 
buffers around the vegetation (500 feet for raptors and sensitive species, 
200 feet for non-raptors/non-sensitive species). All work within these 
buffers would be halted until the nesting effort is finished (i.e. the juveniles 
are surviving independent from the nest). The onsite biologist would review 
and verify compliance with these nesting boundaries and would verify the 
nesting effort has finished. Work can resume within these areas when no 
other active nests are found. Alternatively, a qualified biologist may 
determine that construction can be permitted within the buffer areas and 
would develop a monitoring plan to prevent any impacts while the nest 
continues to be active (eggs, chicks, etc.). Upon completion of the survey 
and any follow-up construction avoidance management, a report shall be 
prepared and submitted to City for mitigation monitoring compliance 
record keeping. 

Prior to issuance of grading or 
building permits submittal of plans 
with measure on plans, collection of 
acknowledgement by owner and 
notice to contractors; subject to 
inspection by CDD; enforcement of 
violations available through MMC at 
City discretion. 

Applicant for 
individual 
project 

City of Menifee, 
Community 
Development 
Department 
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Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Phase and 
Monitoring Actions1 

Implementing 
Party 

Enforcement 
and Monitoring 
Entity 

BIO-2: Permit Compliance 

Prior to the issuance of any grading permit for permanent impacts in the areas 
designated as jurisdictional features, the Applicant shall obtain regulatory permits 
from the Resource Agencies.  

Prior to issuance of grading or 
building permits submittal of plans 
with measure on plans, collection of 
acknowledgement by owner and 
notice to contractors; subject to 
inspection by CDD; enforcement of 
violations available through MMC at 
City discretion. 

Applicant for 
individual 
project 

City of Menifee, 
Community 
Development 
Department 

Impact – Cultural Resources 

CUL-1: Human Remains 

If human remains are encountered, State Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 
states that no further disturbance shall occur until the Riverside County Coroner has 
made the necessary findings as to origin. Further, pursuant to Public Resource Code 
Section 5097.98(b) remains shall be left in place and free from disturbance until a 
final decision as to the treatment and disposition has been made. If the Riverside 
County Coroner determines the remains to be Native American, the Native American 
Heritage Commission shall be contacted within the period specified by law (24 
hours). Subsequently, the Native American Heritage Commission shall identify the 
"most likely descendant." The most likely descendant shall then make 
recommendations and engage in consultation concerning the treatment of the 
remains as provided in Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. 

During grading/construction: field as 
needed, field verify that work is 
halted to assess possible resources 
and avoidance buffers are 
demarcated and enforced; subject to 
inspection by CDD; enforcement of 
violations available through MMC at 
City discretion. 

Applicant for 
individual 
project 

City of Menifee, 
Community 
Development 
Department 

CUL-2: Non-Disclosure of Location Reburials 

It is understood by all parties that unless otherwise required by law, the site of any 
reburial of Native American human remains or associated grave goods shall not be 
disclosed and shall not be governed by public disclosure requirements of the 
California Public Records Act. The Coroner, parties, and Lead Agencies will be asked 
to withhold public disclosure information related to such reburial, pursuant to the 
specific exemption set forth in California Government Code 6254 (r). 

During grading/construction: field as 
needed, field verify that work is 
halted to assess possible resources 
and avoidance buffers are 
demarcated and enforced; subject to 
inspection by CDD; enforcement of 
violations available through MMC at 
City discretion. 

Applicant for 
individual 
project 

City of Menifee, 
Community 
Development 
Department 
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Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Phase and 
Monitoring Actions1 

Implementing 
Party 

Enforcement 
and Monitoring 
Entity 

CUL-3: Inadvertent Archaeological Find 

If during ground disturbance activities, unique cultural resources are discovered that 
were not assessed by the archaeological report(s) and/or environmental assessment 
conducted prior to project approval, the following procedures shall be followed. 
Unique cultural resources are defined, for this condition only, as being multiple 
artifacts in close association with each other, but may include fewer artifacts if the 
area of the find is determined to be of significance due to its sacred or cultural 
importance as determined in consultation with the Native American Tribe(s). 

a) All ground disturbance activities within 100 feet of the discovered cultural 
resources shall be halted until a meeting is convened between the 
developer, the archaeologist, the tribal representative(s) and the 
Community Development Director to discuss the significance of the find. 

b) At the meeting, the significance of the discoveries shall be discussed and 
after consultation with the tribal representative(s) and the archaeologist, a 
decision shall be made, with the concurrence of the Community 
Development Director, as to the appropriate mitigation (documentation, 
recovery, avoidance, etc.) for the cultural resources. 

c) Grading of further ground disturbance shall not resume within the area of 
the discovery until an agreement has been reached by all parties as to the 
appropriate mitigation. Work shall be allowed to continue outside of the 
buffer area and will be monitored by additional Tribal monitors if needed.  

d) Treatment and avoidance of the newly discovered resources shall be 
consistent with the Cultural Resources Management Plan and Monitoring 
Agreements entered into with the appropriate tribes. This may include 
avoidance of the cultural resources through project design, in-place 
preservation of cultural resources located in native soils and/or re-burial on 
the Project property so they are not subject to further disturbance in 
perpetuity as identified in Non-Disclosure of Reburial Condition.  

e) Pursuant to Calif. Pub. Res. Code § 21083.2(b) avoidance is the preferred 
method of preservation for archaeological resources and cultural resources. 
If the landowner and the Tribe(s) cannot agree on the significance or the 
mitigation for the archaeological or cultural resources, these issues will be 

During grading/construction: field as 
needed, field verify that work is 
halted to assess possible resources 
and avoidance buffers are 
demarcated and enforced; subject to 
inspection by CDD; enforcement of 
violations available through MMC at 
City discretion. 

Applicant for 
individual 
project 

City of Menifee, 
Community 
Development 
Department 



MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM 

Cypress Sands Project  City of Menifee 
Mitigated Negative Declaration 5 November 2025 

Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Phase and 
Monitoring Actions1 

Implementing 
Party 

Enforcement 
and Monitoring 
Entity 

presented to the City Community Development Director for decision. The 
City Community Development Director shall make the determination based 
on the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act with respect 
to archaeological resources, recommendations of the project archeologist 
and shall take into account the cultural and religious principles and 
practices of the Tribe. Notwithstanding any other rights available under the 
law, the decision of the City Community Development Director shall be 
appealable to the City Planning Commission and/or City Council. 

CUL-4 Cultural Resources Disposition 

In the event that Native American cultural resources are discovered during the 
course of ground disturbing activities (inadvertent discoveries), the following 
procedures shall be carried out for final disposition of the discoveries: 

a) One or more of the following treatments, in order of preference, shall be 
employed with the tribes. Evidence of such shall be provided to the City of 
Menifee Community Development Department: 

b) Preservation-In-Place of the cultural resources, if feasible. Preservation in 
place means avoiding the resources, leaving them in the place where they 
were found with no development affecting the integrity of the resources. 

c) Reburial of the resources on the Project property. The measures for 
reburial shall include, at least, the following: Measures and provisions to 
protect the future reburial area from any future impacts in perpetuity. 
Reburial shall not occur until all legally required cataloging and basic 
recordation have been completed, with an exception that sacred items, 
burial goods and Native American human remains are excluded. Any 
reburial process shall be culturally appropriate. Listing of contents and 
location of the reburial shall be included in the confidential Phase IV report. 
The Phase IV Report shall be filed with the City under a confidential cover 
and not subject to Public Records Request.  

d) If preservation in place or reburial is not feasible then the resources shall be 
curated in a culturally appropriate manner at a Riverside County curation 
facility that meets State Resources Department Office of Historic 
Preservation Guidelines for the Curation of Archaeological Resources 

During grading/construction: field as 
needed, field verify that work is 
halted to assess possible resources 
and avoidance buffers are 
demarcated and enforced; subject to 
inspection by CDD; enforcement of 
violations available through MMC at 
City discretion. 

Applicant for 
individual 
project 

City of Menifee, 
Community 
Development 
Department 
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Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Phase and 
Monitoring Actions1 

Implementing 
Party 

Enforcement 
and Monitoring 
Entity 

ensuring access and use pursuant to the Guidelines. The collection and 
associated records shall be transferred, including title, and are to be 
accompanied by payment of the fees necessary for permanent curation. 
Evidence of curation in the form of a letter from the curation facility stating 
that subject archaeological materials have been received and that all fees 
have been paid, shall be provided by the landowner to the City. There shall 
be no destructive or invasive testing on sacred items, items of Native 
American Cultural Patrimony, burial goods and Native American human 
remains. Results concerning finds of any inadvertent discoveries shall be 
included in the Phase IV monitoring report. 

CUL-5 Archaeological Retained 

Prior to issuance of a grading permit the project applicant shall retain a Riverside 
County qualified archaeologist to monitor all ground disturbing activities in an effort 
to identify any unknown archaeological resources.  

a) The Project Archaeologist and the Tribal monitor(s) shall manage and 
oversee monitoring for all initial ground disturbing activities and excavation 
of each portion of the project site including clearing, grubbing, tree 
removals, mass or rough grading, trenching, stockpiling of materials, rock 
crushing, structure demolition and etc. The Project Archaeologist and the 
Tribal monitor(s), shall have the authority to temporarily divert, redirect or 
halt the ground disturbance activities to allow identification, evaluation, 
and potential recovery of cultural resources in coordination with any 
required special interest or tribal monitors. 

b) The developer/permit holder shall submit a fully executed copy of the 
contract to the Community Development Department to ensure compliance 
with this condition of approval. Upon verification, the Community 
Development Department shall clear this condition. 

c) In addition, the Project Archaeologist, in consultation with the Consulting 
Tribe(s), the contractor, and the City, shall develop a Cultural Resources 
Management Plan (CRMP) in consultation pursuant to the definition in 
AB52 to address the details, timing and responsibility of all archaeological 
and cultural activities that will occur on the project site. A consulting tribe is 

During grading/construction: field as 
needed, field verify that work is 
halted to assess possible resources 
and avoidance buffers are 
demarcated and enforced; subject to 
inspection by CDD; enforcement of 
violations available through MMC at 
City discretion. 

Applicant for 
individual 
project 

City of Menifee, 
Community 
Development 
Department 
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Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Phase and 
Monitoring Actions1 

Implementing 
Party 

Enforcement 
and Monitoring 
Entity 

defined as a tribe that initiated the AB 52 tribal consultation process for the 
Project, has not opted out of the AB52 consultation process, and has 
completed AB 52 consultation with the City as provided for in Cal Pub Res 
Code Section 21080.3.2(b)(1) of AB52. Details in the Plan shall include: 

d) Project grading and development scheduling; 

e) The Project archeologist and the Consulting Tribes(s) shall attend the pre-
grading meeting with the City, the construction manager and any 
contractors and will conduct a mandatory Cultural Resources Worker 
Sensitivity Training to those in attendance. The Training will include a brief 
review of the cultural sensitivity of the Project and the surrounding area; 
what resources could potentially be identified during earthmoving 
activities; the requirements of the monitoring program; the protocols that 
apply in the event inadvertent discoveries of cultural resources are 
identified, including who to contact and appropriate avoidance measures 
until the find(s) can be properly evaluated; and any other appropriate 
protocols. All new construction personnel that will conduct earthwork or 
grading activities that begin work on the Project following the initial 
Training must take the Cultural Sensitivity Training prior to beginning work 
and the Project archaeologist and Consulting Tribe(s) shall make themselves 
available 

f) The protocols and stipulations that the contractor, City, Consulting Tribe(s) 
and Project archaeologist will follow in the event of inadvertent cultural 
resources discoveries, including any newly discovered cultural resource 
deposits that shall be subject to a cultural resources evaluation. 



MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM 

Cypress Sands Project  City of Menifee 
Mitigated Negative Declaration 8 November 2025 

Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Phase and 
Monitoring Actions1 

Implementing 
Party 

Enforcement 
and Monitoring 
Entity 

CUL-6: Non-Disclosure of Location Reburials 

Tribal monitor(s) shall be required on-site during all ground-disturbing activities 
which are below the depths of the previous mass grading. The land divider/permit 
holder shall retain a qualified tribal monitor(s) from the Pechanga Band of Indians 
and Soboba band Luiseno Indians. Prior to issuance of a grading permit, the 
developer shall submit a copy of a signed contract between the above-mentioned 
Tribes and the land divider/permit holder for the monitoring of the project to the 
Community Development Department and to the Engineering Department.  The 
Native American Monitor(s) shall have the authority to temporarily divert, redirect 
or halt the ground-disturbance activities to allow recovery of cultural resources, in 
coordination with the Project Archaeologist.  

The Developer shall relinquish ownership of all cultural resources, including all 
archaeological artifacts that are of Native American origin, found in the project area 
for proper treatment and disposition to a curational facility that meets or exceeds 
Federal Curation Standards outlined in 36 CFR 79.  The applicant shall be responsible 
for all curation costs. 

During grading/construction: field as 
needed, field verify that work is 
halted to assess possible resources 
and avoidance buffers are 
demarcated and enforced; subject to 
inspection by CDD; enforcement of 
violations available through MMC at 
City discretion. 

Applicant for 
individual 
project 

City of Menifee, 
Community 
Development 
Department 

CUL-7: Non-Disclosure of Location Reburials 

Prior to final inspection of the first building permit associated with each phase of 
grading, the developer/permit holder shall prompt the Project Archaeologist to 
submit two copies of the Phase III Data Recovery report (if required for the Project) 
and the Phase IV Cultural Resources Monitoring Report that complies with the 
Community Development Department’s requirements for such reports. The Phase IV 
report shall include evidence of the required cultural/historical sensitivity training 
for the construction staff held during the pre-grade meeting. The Community 
Development Department shall review the reports to determine adequate 
mitigation compliance. Provided the reports are adequate, the Community 
Development Department shall clear this condition. Once the report(s) are 
determined to be adequate, two copies shall be submitted to the Eastern 
Information Center (EIC) at the University of California Riverside (UCR) and one copy 
shall be submitted to the Consulting Tribe(s) Cultural Resources Department(s).  

During grading/construction: field as 
needed, field verify that work is 
halted to assess possible resources 
and avoidance buffers are 
demarcated and enforced; subject to 
inspection by CDD; enforcement of 
violations available through MMC at 
City discretion. 

Applicant for 
individual 
project 

City of Menifee, 
Community 
Development 
Department 
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Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Phase and 
Monitoring Actions1 

Implementing 
Party 

Enforcement 
and Monitoring 
Entity 

Geology and Soils 

GEO-1 Paleontological Resource Impact Mitigation Program 

Qualified Professional Paleontologist. Prior to excavation, the Proposed Project 
applicant shall retain a Qualified Professional Paleontologist, as defined by the 
Society of Vertebrate Paleontology (SVP 2010), who shall direct all mitigation 
measures related to paleontological resources. The Qualified Professional 
Paleontologist shall obtain a written repository agreement for the curation of any 
fossils discovered during paleontological monitoring prior to the beginning of ground 
disturbance. 

Paleontological Worker Environmental Awareness Program. Prior to the start of 
construction, the Qualified Professional Paleontologist or their designee shall 
conduct a paleontological Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) 
training for construction personnel regarding the appearance of fossils and the 
procedures for notifying paleontological staff should construction personnel 
discover fossils.  

Paleontological Monitoring and Salvage. Full-time paleontological monitoring shall 
be conducted during ground-disturbing construction activities (e.g., grading, 
trenching, drilling) within previously undisturbed sediments. Paleontological 
monitoring shall be conducted by a paleontological monitor with experience with 
collection and salvage of paleontological resources and who meets the minimum 
standards of the SVP (2010) for a Paleontological Resources Monitor. Paleontological 
monitors will be equipped to salvage fossils as they are unearthed to avoid 
construction delays. The monitor must be empowered to temporarily halt or divert 
equipment to allow removal of abundant or large specimens in a timely manner. The 
Qualified Professional Paleontologist may recommend that monitoring be reduced in 
frequency or ceased entirely based on geologic observations. Such decisions shall be 
subject to review and approval by the City of Menifee. 

Particularly small invertebrate fossils typically represent multiple specimens of a 
limited number of organisms, and a scientifically suitable sample can be obtained 
from one to several five-gallon buckets of fossiliferous sediment. If it is possible to 
dry screen the sediment in the field, a concentrated sample may consist of one or 
two buckets of material. For vertebrate fossils, the test is usually the observed 

Prior to project approval: verify that 
the applicant has conducted surveys 
and searches of databases and 
records and as needed, identified 
methods to avoid impacts to 
significant paleontological resources; 
measures on plans. 

Applicant for 
individual 
project 

City of Menifee, 
Community 
Development 
Department 
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Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Phase and 
Monitoring Actions1 

Implementing 
Party 

Enforcement 
and Monitoring 
Entity 

presence of small pieces of bones within the sediments. If present, as multiple five-
gallon buckets of sediment can be collected and returned to a separate facility to 
wet-screen the sediment. 

In the event of a fossil discovery by the paleontological monitor or construction 
personnel, all construction activity within 50 feet of the find shall cease, and the 
Qualified Professional Paleontologist shall evaluate the find. If the fossil(s) is (are) 
not scientifically significant, then construction activity may resume. If it is 
determined that the fossil(s) is (are) scientifically significant, the following shall be 
completed: 

• Fossil Salvage. The paleontological monitor shall salvage (excavate and 
recover) the fossil to protect it from damage/destruction. Typically, fossils 
can be safely salvaged quickly by a single paleontological monitor with 
minimal disruption to construction activity. In some cases, larger fossils 
(such as complete skeletons or large mammal fossils) require more 
extensive excavation and longer salvage periods. In these cases, a fossil 
recovery crew shall excavate around the find, encase the find within a 
plaster and burlap jacket, and remove it after the plaster is set. For large 
fossils, use of the contractor’s construction equipment may be solicited to 
help remove the jacket to a safe location. 

• Fossil Preparation and Curation. Fossils shall be identified to the lowest 
(most-specific) possible taxonomic level, prepared to a curation-ready 
condition, and curated in a scientific institution with a permanent 
paleontological collection along with all pertinent field notes, photos, data, 
and maps. Fossils of undetermined significance at the time of collection 
may also warrant curation at the discretion of the Qualified Professional 
Paleontologist. 

Final Paleontological Mitigation Report. Upon completion of ground-disturbing 
activities (or laboratory preparation and curation of fossils, if necessary), the 
Qualified Professional Paleontologist shall prepare a final report describing the 
results of the paleontological monitoring efforts. The report shall include a summary 
of the field and laboratory methods employed; an overview of project geology; and, 
if fossils were discovered, an analysis of the fossils, including physical description, 
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Mitigation Measure 
Monitoring Phase and 
Monitoring Actions1 

Implementing 
Party 

Enforcement 
and Monitoring 
Entity 

taxonomic identification, scientific significance and necessary maps and graphics to 
accurately record their original location(s). The report shall be submitted to the City 
of Menifee and, if fossil curation occurred, the designated scientific institution. 

Impact – Tribal Cultural Resources 

CUL 1 through CUL-7 Prior to project approval: verify that 
the applicant has conducted surveys 
and searches of databases and 
records and as needed, identified 
methods to avoid impacts to 
significant resources. 

Applicant for 
individual 
project 

City of Menifee, 
Community 
Development 
Department 
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