Haggerty, Nicole@Wildlife

From: Donaldson, Hailey@Wildlife

Sent: Monday, November 3, 2025 11:57 AM

To: tbarnum@manteca.gov

Cc: Wood, Dylan@Wildlife; Sheya, Tanya@Wildlife; Kilgour, Morgan@Wildlife; Wildlife R2
LSA

Subject: CDFW Comments on the Edwards Grove Annexation - Mitigated Negative Declaration,

SCH No. 2025100302

Dear Toben Barnum:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received and reviewed the Notice of Intent to
Adopt an MND from the City of Manteca for the Edwards Grove Annexation (Project) pursuant the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) statute and guidelines."

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding those activities
involved in the Project that may affect California fish, wildlife, native plants, and their habitat.
Likewise, we appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding those aspects of the Project
that CDFW, by law, may need to exercise its own regulatory authority under the Fish and Game
Code.

CDFW ROLE

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those resources in trust
by statute for all the people of the State (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7, subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources
Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a).) CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction
over the conservation, protection, and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat
necessary for biologically sustainable populations of those species. (Fish & G. Code, § 1802.)
Similarly for purposes of CEQA, CDFW provides, as available, biological expertise during public
agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related activities that have
the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources.

CDFW may also act as a Responsible Agency under CEQA. (Pub. Resources Code, § 21069; CEQA
Guidelines, § 15381.) CDFW expects that it may need to exercise regulatory authority as provided by
the Fish and Game Code. As proposed, for example, the Project may be subject to CDFW’s lake and
streambed alteration regulatory authority. (Fish & G. Code, § 1600 et seq.) Likewise, to the extent
implementation of the Project as proposed may result in “take” as defined by State law of any species
protected under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish & G. Code, § 2050 et seq.), the
Project Proponent may seek related take authorization as provided by the Fish and Game Code.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

The Planning Area is located in the northern portion of the City of Manteca. Specifically, the Planning
Area is bound by ranchette and agricultural lands to the north, Louise Avenue to the south, Cottage
Avenue, a neighborhood commercial retail center, and ranchette parcels to the east, and existing
single-family residential uses to the west. The Planning Area is approximately 13.21 acres and
consists of seventy-two (72) single-family residential lots, one (1) landscaped lot, and one (1)
commercial lot.



The Project consists of the annexation of Prezone, Tentative Subdivision Map, and lot line adjustment
to allow for the annexation of 27.08-acres to the City of Manteca, and the subdivision of 13.21-acres
to allow for the development of seventy-two (72) single-family residential lots, and a 4.6-acre
remainder parcel set aside for future commercial development. The Proposed Project is commonly
referred to as Edward’s Grove. The Project would result in the annexation of ten (10) legal parcels
and (5) remnant roadway parcels into the City of Manteca, identified as the following Assessor’s
parcel numbers (APN): 218-150-090; 218-150-110; 208-100-010; 208-100-020; 208-100-030; 208-
100-040; 208-100-050; 208-090-120; 208-090-130; 208-090-140; 218-150-080; 218-150-100; and
218-150-070.

The Project description should include the whole action as defined in the CEQA Guidelines section
15070 and should include appropriate detailed exhibits disclosing the Project Site for each
subsequent Project within the Planning Area including temporary impacted areas such as equipment
staging areas, spoils areas, adjacent infrastructure development, and access and haul roads if
applicable.

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

CDFW offers the comments and recommendations below to assist the City of Manteca in adequately
identifying and, where appropriate, mitigating the Project’s significant, or potentially significant, direct
and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife (biological) resources. Based on the potential for the Project
to have a significant impact on biological resources, CDFW concludes that a Mitigated Negative
Declaration is appropriate for the Project.

CDFW is primarily concerned about nongame birds, migratory birds, birds of prey, their nests, and

eggs.
COMMENT 1: Nesting Bird Survey Recommendation, Biological Resources, Page 43.

Issue: The mature trees interspersed throughout the Planning Area provide suitable foraging and
nesting habitat to other migratory birds and raptors during the typical avian nesting season of
February 1 to August 31. Ground disturbance and other construction activities could result in the take
of migratory native bird species including: yellow-billed magpie (Pica nuttalli), purple martin (Progne
subis), and loggerhead shrike (Lanius ludovicianus). Because suitable habitat is present onsite, the
Project may impact nesting birds. In order to comply with Fish and Game Code sections 3503,
3503.5, 3513, the Project Proponent should include measures to reduce impacts to nongame birds,
migratory birds, birds of prey, their nests and eggs. All of which are not covered under the San
Joaquin County Multi-Species Habitat Conservation and Open Space Plan (SJMSCP) and which
could be significantly impacted by future development of the lots within the Planning Area.

Recommendation or Recommended Mitigation Measure: CDFW recommends the applicant
review and consider Fish and Game Code sections 3503, 3503.5, 3513, which provide protection to
nongame birds, migratory birds, birds of prey, their nests and eggs. Because potential habitat for
nesting birds and birds of prey may be present within the Planning Area, the proposed project should
disclose all future potential activities that may incur a direct or indirect take to nongame nesting birds
within the project footprint and its close vicinity.

CDFW recommends that the following Mitigation Measure be incorporated into the MND regardless of
SJMSCP coverage:



MM-BIO-1: Nesting Bird Survey. If project-related activities are scheduled between February 1 to
August 31 (the typical nesting season), a focused survey for nests shall be conducted by a qualified
biologist within no greater than fifteen (15) calendar days prior to the beginning of Project-related
activities. A qualified biologist shall survey a minimum radius of 500-feet for migratory birds and 1/2-
mile for raptors around the Project Sites within the Planning Area that can be accessed by the Project
Proponent. The results of the survey shall be provided to the City of Manteca upon completion. If no
active nests are found, project activities may proceed as scheduled.

Active Nests. If an active nest is found, the active nests should be avoided, and a no
disturbance or destruction buffer shall be determined and established by a qualified biologist.
The buffer shall be kept in place until after the breeding nesting season or the qualified
biologist confirms the young have fledged, are foraging independently, and the nest is no
longer active for the season. The extent of these buffers shall be determined by the qualified
biologist and will depend on the species present, the level of noise or construction disturbance,
line of sight between the nest and the disturbance, ambient levels of noise and other
disturbances, and other topographical or artificial barriers.

Project Delay. If a lapse in project-related work of fourteen (14) calendar days or longer
occurs, the qualified biologist shall complete another focused survey before Project work can
be reinitiated.

Project Proponent Responsibility. It is the Project Proponent responsibility to comply with Fish
and Game Code Sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513, regardless of the time of year.

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and negative declarations
be incorporated into a database which may be used to make subsequent or supplemental
environmental determinations (Pub. Resources Code, § 21003, subd. (e).) Accordingly, please report
any special-status species and natural communities detected during Project surveys to the California
Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB). The CNNDB field survey form can be found at the following
link: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The completed form can be submitted
online or mailed electronically to CNDDB at the following email address: CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov.

FILING FEES

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment of filing fees
is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of Determination by the Lead Agency and
serve to help defray the cost of environmental review by CDFW. Payment of the fee is required in
order for the underlying project approval to be operative, vested, and final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, §
753.5; Fish & G. Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089.)

CONCLUSION

Pursuant to Public Resources Code § 21092 and § 21092.2, CDFW requests written notification of
proposed actions and pending decisions regarding the proposed project. Written notifications shall be
directed to: California Department of Fish and Wildlife North Central Region, 1701 Nimbus Road,
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 or emailed to R2ZCEQA@uwildlife.ca.gov.

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND for the Edwards Grove Annexation to
assist the City of Manteca in identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources. COFW
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personnel are available for consultation regarding biological resources and strategies to minimize
and/or mitigate impacts. Questions regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to
Hailey Donaldson, Environmental Scientist at (916) 216-6253 or hailey.donaldson@wildlife.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Hailey Donaldson

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Environmental Scientist

Cell: (916) 216-6253

1701 Nimbus Rd.

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

CALIFORMIA DEFPARTMENT OF
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