
CEQA: California Environmental Quality Act 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

To: lSI Office of Land Use & Climate Innovation From: Paradise Unified School District 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 
Sacramento, CA 95814 _6_69_6_C_la_rk_ R_o_ad ____________ _ 

Paradise, CA 95696 
lSI County Clerk-Recorder 

County of _B_u_tt_e ____ ____ _ 

155 Nelson Avenue 

Oroville , CA 95965 

Nutrition and Maintenance Building Project 
Project Title 

610 Pearson Road 
Project Location - Specific 

Paradise Butte 
Project Locat ion - City Project Location - County 

The District proposes to rebuild the nutrition and maintenance building that burned down during the 2018 Camp 
Fire (proposed project) on the same site. The proposed nutrition and maintenance building will serve the same 
purpose as the previous building. The proposed project would include construction of a 5,454-square-foot metal 
building with a 976-square-foot overhang; mechanical , electrical . plumbing and site improvements; a concrete 
walkway and new asphalt paving; nine new parking spaces with ADA upgrades, including eight standard stalls 
and one van stall ; and two bicycle parking spaces. The building will serve as storage, office space , utility 
equipment rooms, and training space. Pluming improvements include connecting the proposed building 
wastewater to existing tank and install a new pump to the existing tank. A pump control panel would be installed 
on the west side of the building. The proposed project will not increase the district's student population. 

Construction of the proposed project will occur over approximately 9 months beginning in October 2025, and is 
anticipated to be completed in June 2026. All construction equipment and workers will be located within the 
boundaries of the project site and contractors will adhere to construction noise regulations to avoid disruption 
to campus operations. 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project 

Paradise Unified School District 
Name of Public Agency Approving Project 

Paradise Unified School District 
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project 

Exempt Status: (check one below) 

D Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1 ); 15268); 

D Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

D Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

lSI Categorical Exemption . State type and section number: Class 2, CCR§ 15302, Replacement or 
Reconstruction; Class 3, CCR §15303, New Construction. 

lSI Statutory Exemptions. State code number: Section 15269, Er ergency Projects 



CEQA: California Environmental Quality Act 

Statutory Exemption 

The proposed project is statutorily exempt pursuant to PRC Section 21080(b)(4), Emergency Projects, as it is 
considered an emergency repair of facilities that have been destroyed or damaged by a wildfire. The former 
nutrition and maintenance bu ilding was burned down in the 2018 Camp Fire. The proposed project will rebuild 
the former nutrition and maintenance building at the same location and will serve the same purpose. Therefore, 
the proposed project is statutorily exempt from CEQA under Section 15269. 

Categorical Exemption 

The proposed project will rebuild the former nutrition and maintenance building on the same site and location. All 
construction for the proposed project will occur within the boundaries of the project site, and no off-site 
improvement are anticipated for the proposed project. The proposed project will serve the same purpose as before 
therefore; the project is exempt from CEQA under Section 15302. 

The proposed project will include rebuilding the former nutrition and maintenance building located on the project 
site. As part of the proposed project, construction will include the installation of utility connections, accessory 
structures, and associated parking and sidewalks for employees and pedestrians that were not previously a part 
of the nutrition and maintenance building. The proposed project will serve the same purpose as the former 
facility; therefore, the project is exempt from CEQA under Section 15303. 

The proposed project will serve the same purpose and capacity as the former facilities and will only make minor 
modifications. No off-site improvements will occur. 

The proposed project was also reviewed for possible exceptions under Section 15300.2 and found that the 
exceptions do not apply. 

Reasons why project is exempt 

David Mccready, Assistant Superintendent, Business Services 530-872-6400 ext. 1233 
Contact Person: Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 

If filed by applicant: 

1. Attach certified document of exemption findings 
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project i:g] Yes 0 No 

Date Received 
for Filing: 

Signature: --2":~='---::--=----'"---L-----~~-- Title: 
avid Mccready 

i:g] Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21 152, and 21 152.1 , Public Resources Code. 

Assistant Superintendent, Business Services 

Date Received for 
Filing at QPR: 



Attachment to Notice of Exemption 

Nutrition and Maintenance Building Project 

Paradise Unified School District 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION 

The Paradise Unified School District (PUSD or District) proposes to rebuild the former nutrition and maintenance 
building (proposed project) that was burned down during the 2018 Camp Fire. This supplemental information provides 
just ification pursuant to the Californ ia Environmental Qua lity Act (CEQA) Guidel ines fo r the Statutory Exempt ion for 
Emergency ProJects, and the Categorical Exemption under California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sect ions 15302 
and 15303. 

1. EXISTING CONDITIONS 

PROJECT LOCATION 

The former nutrition and mai ntenance building was at 610 Pearson Road (Assessor's Parcel Number 054-050-035) in 
the Town of Paradise, Butte County (project site) (see Figure 1, Pro1ect Location) The proposed nutrition and 
maintenance building will be on the same site as the former building and will serve the same purpose. The project 
site is bounded by Pearson Road to the north, Clark Road to the east, and the former campus of Paradise Elementary 
Schoo l and Recreation Drive to the west (see Figure 2, Aerial View). The project site is approximately 6 miles west of 
State Route 70 (SR-70), approximately 6.6 miles east of SR-32, and approximately 9.5 miles north of SR-99. Vehicular 
access to the site will be provided along Pearson Road. 

The project site is zoned community facilities (C-F), which is intended for land area s that are planned to or already 
provide for public and publ ic inst itut ional land uses or private land uses that serve a community purpose or benefit 
the community. 

SURROUNDING LAND USES 

The project site is surrounded by Community Commercial (CC) to the north and east, Mu ltiple Family Residentia l (MF) 
to the South and Community Facilities (CF) to the west. Zoning designations surrounding the site are consistent with 
land use designat ions. 

EXISTING CONDITIONS 

The project site currently contains a Distr ict-owned school bus yard, wh ich will remain as is. The 2018 Camp Fire 
destroyed the previous nutrition and ma intenance bui lding. Add itional lv, one parcel (APN 054-050-005) located 
adjacent to the project site, previously con tained the Paradise Elementary School campus that included classroom 
and administration bu il dings, play fields, park ing lots and hard courts. I aradise Elementary School was a pub lic 
elementary school that served kindergarten through 5th grade. 

DISTRICT 

The PUSD serves the communities of Paradise and Maga lia. PUSD currently has 22 projects underway to modernize 
all campuses and rebu ild as a resu lt of the 2018 Camp Fire. PUSD prov ides services fo r elementary, middle and high 
school students. PUSD had a districtw ide enrol lment of 2,394 students in the 2024-2025 school year (COE 2025). 

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The District proposes to re build the nutrition and maintenance bui lding that burned down du ring the 2018 Camp Fire 
(proposed project) on the same site. The proposed nutrition and maintenance bui lding w ill serve the same purpose 
as the previous bu il ding . The proposed project will include construction of a 5,454-square-foot meta l building with a 
976-square-foot overhang; mechanical, elect rica l, plumbing and site improvements; a concrete walkway and new 
asphalt paving; nine new parking spaces with ADA upgrades, including eight standard stalls and one van stall; and two 
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bicycle parking spaces. (see Figure 3, Proposed Pro1ect Site Plans). The building will serve as storage, office space, 
utility equipment rooms, and training space. Plumbing improvements include connecting the proposed building 
wastewater to existing tank and install a new pump to the existing tank. A pum p control panel wi ll be installed on the 
west side of th e bui lding. The proposed project will not increase the distr ict's student population. 

CONSTRUCTION 

Construction of the proposed project w il l occur over approximate ly 9 months beginn ing in October 2025, and is 
anticipated to be completed in June 2026. All constructio n equ ipment and workers will be located within the 
boundaries of the project site and cont ractors will adhere to construction noise regulations to avoid disruption to 
campus operations . 

3. REASONS WHY THE PROJECT IS EXEMPT 

STATUTORY EXEMPTION 

The proposed project is statutorily exempt from further environmental review under the requirements of the 
California (Public Resources Code [PRC]§§ 21000 et seq .) because it is con sistent with PRC Section 21080(b)(4). 

§ 21080(b)(4). Emergency Projects. Projects to ma intain, repair, restore, demo lish, or re place property or facil ities 

damaged or destroyed as a result of a disaster in a disaster stricken area in which a state of emergency has been 

proclaimed by the Governor pu rsuant to the California Emergency Se rvices Act, commenc ing with Section 8550 of the 

Governm ent Code. This includes projects that will remove, destroy, or signi ficantly alter an histo ri cal resource when 

that resource represents an imminent threat to the publ ic of bodily harm or of damage to adjacent property or when 

the project has received a determination by the State Office of Historic Preservat ion pursuant to Section 5028(b) of 

Publ ic Resources Code. 

The proposed project is statutorily exempt pursuant to PRC Section 21080(b)(4), Emergency Projects, as it is 

cons ide red an emergency repair of fac ilities tha t have been destroyed or damaged by a wildfi re. The former 

nutrition and ma intenance building was burned down in the 2018 Camp Fi re. The proposed project will 

rebuild the former nutr it ion and maintenance bu ilding at the sam e location and w ill serve th e same purpose. 

Therefore, the proposed project is statutorily exempt from CEQA under Sect ion 15269. 

CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION 

The proposed project is exempt from further environmental review under the requirements of the CEQA (Public 
Resources Code§§ 21000 et seq.) beca use it is consisten t with a Class 2 an d Class 3 exempt ion. 

Class 2, Replacement or Reconstruction (CEQA Guidelines § 15302) con sist of replacement or reconst ruction of 

existing st ructures and fac ilities where the new structure w ill be located on the same site as the structure replaced 

and w ill have su bstantial ly t he same purpose and capacity as the structure repl aced. 

The proposed project w ill rebu il d the former nutriti on and maintenance build in g on the same site and 

loca tio n. All construction for the proposed project wil l occur with i1 the boundaries of the project site, and 

no off-si te im provement are anticipated for the proposed project . The proposed project will serve the same 

purpose as before therefore; t he project is exempt from CEQA under Sect ion 15302. 

Class 3, New Construction (CEQA Guidelines§ 15303) consists of construction and loca tion of limited numbers of new, 

small faci lit ies or structures; installation of small new equipment and fac ili t ies in small st ructures; and the conversion 
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of existing small structures from one use to another where on ly minor modifications are made in the exterior of t he 

st ructure. The numbers of structures described in this sect ion are the maximum allowable on any legal parcel. 

The proposed project will include rebuilding the former nutrition and maintenance build ing located on the 

project site . As part of the proposed project, construction will incl ude the installation of uti lity connect ions, 

accessory structures, and associated parking and sidewa lks for employees and pedestrians that were not 

previously a part of the nutrition and maintenance build ing. r he proposed project w ill serve the same 

purpose as the former fac ility; therefore, the project is exempt from CEQA under Section 15303. 

The proposed project will serve the same purpose and capacity as the fo rmer facilities and will only make minor 
modifications. No off-site improvements will occur. 

4. REVIEW OF EXCEPTIONS TO THE CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION 

The proposed project has been reviewed under CEQA Guidelines § 15300.2 - Exceptions, for any characteristics or 
circumstances that might invalidate findings that the proposed project is exempt from CEQA. Each exception is listed 
be low followed by an assessment of whether that exception appl ies to the proposed project. 

(a) Location. Classes 3,4,5,6 and 11 are qualified by consideration of wher·e the project would be located - a project 

that is ordinar ily insignificant in its impact on the environment may 1 a particularly sensitive environment be 

significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to apply all instances, except where the project may have an 

impact on an environmenta l resou rce of hazardous or crit ica l concern where designated, precisely mapped and 

officia lly adopted pursuant to law by federal , state, or local agencies. 

The proposed project will rebu ild the former nutrition and maintenance build ing on the same location as the 
previous nutrition and maintenance build ing, and the proposed project will serve the same purpose as the 
former facil ity. Due to the developed nature and frequent human disturbance of the project site, it does not 
contain any sensitive biological species or habitat. No mapped wetlands exist on the project site {FWS 2025). 
Addit ionally, the re is no evidence of hazardous materia ls or substances on the campus (see section (e) 
below) Therefore, this exception does not apply to the proposed project. 

(b) Cumulative Impacts. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative impact of success ive 

projects of the same type in the same place, over time is significant. 

The proposed project will rebu ild the former nutrition and maintenance bui lding in the same location as the 
previous nutrit ion and maintenance building. Sign ificant cumulative impacts are not anticipated to occur with 
the implementation of the proposed project. The proposed project is the only known and planned 
improvements on the project site. Other projects within the Di stric t include the rebuilding of Paradise 
Elementary School that includes a new parking lot and rebuilding of classroom buildings, and expansion of 
Paradise High School with the implementat ion of a new agricu ltural class site located near the high school 
campus. The proposed project is adjacent to the proposed Paradise Elementary School. While construction 
timeline for the proposed project and other PUSD projects overlap, each project w ill be in diffe ren t stages of 
construction and construction of each project will be executed individually. Add itiona lly, construction 
activit ies for the proposed project will be limited to the project si~e. Therefore, simi lar projects at nearby 
schools w ill not have an impact on the proposed project and the project site. When combined with proposed 
cumulative District projects, the proposed project w ill not create a cumulative impact under CEQA. 
Therefore, this exception does not apply to the proposed project. 

(c) Significant Effects. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where there is a reasonable possibil ity 
that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances. 
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The proposed project will rebuild the nutrition and maintenance building on the same site and location as 
the previous building. There is no reasonable possi bility that the proposed project will have a sign ificant 
effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances. Proposed improvements will not change access 
and circulation of the surrounding area. The project site was formerly developed as the nutrition and 
maintenance building for PUSD prior to the 2018 Camp Fire; thus, no sensitive habitats currently exist on the 

project site. The construction manager will execute construction activ iti es per current local, state, and 
federal laws, regulations, construction Best Management Practices {BMPs), and Distr ict standards and 
gu idelines. Therefore, this exemption does not apply to the proposed project. 

(d) Scenic Highways. A categorica l exemption shall not be used for a project which may result in damage to scenic 
resources, inc luding but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings or similar resources, within a 
highway officially designated as a state scenic highway. 

There are no designated State scenic highways near the campus. According to the Ca liforn ia Department of 
Transportation {Caltrans) California Scen ic Highway Mapping System, the closest eligible state scenic highway 
is SR-70, approximately 6 miles southeast of the project site an d there are no officially designated scenic 
highways near the project site {Caltrans 2025). All proposed project improvements will occur within the 
boundaries of the project site and are not visib le from those segments due to distance; thus, the proposed 
project will not affect any scenic highways. 

Addit ionally, due to the distance between the project site and these highways, the proposed project will not 
result in damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, t rees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings 
or similar resources, within a highway officially des ignated as a state scenic highway. Therefore, the proposed 
project will not affect any scenic resources along any officially designated or eligib le scenic highways, and 

th is exception does not apply to the proposed project. 

(e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site which is included 
on any list compiled pursuant to Government Code§ 65962.5. 

Californ ia Government Code Section 65962.5 requires the compiling of lists of the following types of 
hazardous materia ls sites: hazardous waste faci lities subject to corrective action; hazardous waste discharges 
for which the State Water Quality Control Board has issued certa in types of orders; public drinking water 
wells containing detectable levels of organic contam inants; underground storage tanks with reported 
unauthorized releases; and solid waste disposal facilities from which hazardous waste has migrated. 

Five environmental databases were searched for hazardous mater·ials sites on the site and within a quarter 
m ile radius : 

EnviroStor. Department of Toxic Substances Control {DTSC 2025) 

GeoTracker. State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB 2025) 

EnviroMapper. US Environmenta l Protect ion Agency (USEPA 2025b) 

Solid Waste Information System. California Department of Resources Recycling and Recove ry 
(CalRecycle 2025) 

• Cortese List. Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTSC 2025b) 

Geo Tracker identified two LUST Cleanup Sites within a quarter mi le of the project site, both sites have been 
completed and cases have been closed. Add itiona lly, the search of the remain ing databases did not ident ify 
any sites within a quarter mile (1,320 feet) radius. Thus, the pro_ ect site is not identified as a hazardous 
materials si te pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and the project will not create a hazard to the 
public. The project site has also undergone Phase 1 of the Butte County fire debris cleanup, which removed 
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household hazardous waste (Butte County 2025). The refore, th is exception does not apply to the proposed 
project. 

(f) Historical Resources. A categorical exempt ion shall not be used for a project which may cause a substantial 

adverse change in the significance of historical resources. Under Pu blic Resource Code§ 21084 .1, a historica l 

resource is a resource listed in or determined to be elig ible for list ng in the Ca li fornia Register of Historical 

Resources. Add itionally, historical resources included in a local register of historical resources are presumed to 
be historically or culturally significant, and a lead agency can determine whether the resource may be an historical 
resource . 

The project site is not listed on the National Register of Historic Pla ces, a California Historical Landmark, 

California Point of Historical Interest nor is there a listed historic: resource within a 0.25-m ile radius of the 

project site (NPS 2025; OHP 2025). Neither the District nor any adjoining property are listed as historic 
resou rces or potent ia l historic resources by t he Town of Paradise . No historical resources have been 

identified on-site during preparation of this Not ice of Exemption . Therefore, the historical sites exception 

does not apply to the proposed project. 

5. CONCLUSION 

The proposed project is statutoril y exempt from CEQA review pursuan to CEQA Gu idelines Sect ion 15269 and 

categorical ly exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15302 and 15303. As substantiated in this document, the 

proposed project w ill not meet the condit ions specified in § 15300.2, Exce ptions, of the CEQA Guidelines, and the 

project is categorica lly exempt under Class 2, Class 3. Add itionally, the proposed project is statutorily exempt pursuant 

to PRC Sect ion 21080(b)(4) . 
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7. FIGURES AND APPENDICES 

Figure 1 Project Location 

Figure 2 Aerial View 

Figure 3 Proposed Project Site Plans 
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Project Location 



Project Si te Bou ndary 

Source : Nearmap 2025 . 
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