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Escondido San Diego

The project site is an approximately five-mile-long corridor within public rights-of-way along existing roadways and 
Escondido Creek in the central portion of the City of Escondido. The project would involve increasing capacity of the 
storm water drainage system to collect and convey flows up to a 100-year storm event downstream to Escondido Creek. 
The proposed project would involve the construction of approximately 16,700 linear feet of reinforced concrete box 
culverts and approximately 4,400 linear feet of reinforced concrete pipes beneath existing roadways and adjacent public 
rights-of-way (e.g., sidewalks), as well as four new points of connection for storm water to enter Escondido Creek. Upon 
completion of project construction, more than 1,600 parcels that are currently completely or partially located within a 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 100-year floodplain could be redesignated as outside a 100-year 
floodplain (the City would submit a Conditional Letter of Map Revision to FEMA). 

The project could potentially result in significant impacts to nesting birds. However, mitigation measure (MM) BIO-1 
requires that nesting bird surveys be conducted within 72 hours prior to construction during the bird nesting season 
(January 1-August 31). If active nests are detected, a no-work buffer will be placed around the nests and monitored 
throughout the nesting cycle.

If construction results in direct removal, fill, and/or hydrological interruption of aquatic resources, the impact could 
potentially be significant. MM BIO-2 requires the City to obtain any required permits from the USACE, RWQCB, and/or 
CDFW if the aquatic resources delineation determines the project would impact waters of the US/State.

The potential for significant impacts to buried archaeological resources from project construction would be mitigated by 
MM CUL-1 and MM CUL-2, which requires the presence of an archaeological monitor and a Native American monitor 
during ground-disturbing activities. Monitors will have the authority to halt construction in the event of a discovery. MM 
CUL-2 will require notification to the City and consulting tribe to evaluate inadvertent discoveries and determine reburial 
in consultation with the tribe. 

Disturbance into native soils on the project site could result in potentially significant impacts to paleontological 
resources. However, MM GEO-1 requires paleontological monitoring during project excavation activities and MM GEO-2 
requires halting of work and evaluation of any discovered fossils, as well as execution of a Paleontological Resources 
Mitigation Program if the discovery is determined to be significant.

Temporary lane closures during project construction may result in inadequate emergency access, resulting potentially 
significant impacts to public services (fire and police protection) and transportation. MM TR-1 requires implementation of 
a Traffic Control Plan. 

With implementation of the project MMs, impacts would be reduced to less than significant levels.
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continued 

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by 
agencies and the public. 

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project. 

None.

Responsible agencies include:
- Federal Emergency Management Agency
- United States Army Corps of Engineers
- Regional Water Quality Control Board, Region 9, San Diego 
- California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Region 5, South Coast 
- San Diego County Air Quality Management District 




