
Lead Agency: 
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Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation: 
 

 Economic/Jobs  Public Services/Facilities  Traffic/Circulation  Other:       
 Drainage/Absorption  Population/Housing Balance  Toxic/Hazardous  Cumulative Effects 
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 Biological Resources  Minerals  Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading  Growth Inducement 
 Archeological/Historical  Geologic/Seismic  Sewer Capacity  Wetland/Riparian 
 Air Quality  Forest Land/Fire Hazard  Septic Systems  Water Supply/Groundwater 
 Agricultural Land  Flood Plain/Flooding  Schools/Universities  Water Quality 
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Project Issues Discussed in Document:   
 

 Water Facilities: Type          MGD        Other:       
 Recreational:        Hazardous Waste: Type       
 Educational:         Waste Treatment: Type        MGD       
 Industrial: Sq.ft.        Acres       Employees        Power: Type        MW       
 Commercial: Sq.ft.        Acres       Employees        Mining: Mineral       
 Office: Sq.ft.        Acres        Employees        Transportation: Type        
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Development Type:   
 

  Community Plan   Site Plan   Land Division (Subdivision, etc.)   Other:       
  General Plan Element   Planned Unit Development   Use Permit   Coastal Permit 
  General Plan Amendment   Master Plan   Prezone   Redevelopment 
  General Plan Update   Specific Plan   Rezone   Annexation 

Local Action Type:   
 
   Mit Neg Dec  Other:          FONSI 
   Neg Dec (Prior SCH No.)          Draft EIS   Other:       
   Early Cons   Supplement/Subsequent EIR   EA   Final Document  
CEQA:   NOP   Draft EIR  NEPA:   NOI  Other:   Joint Document 
Document Type: 
 

Airports:        Railways:        Schools:        
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City:        Zip:        County:        
Mailing Address:        Phone:        

       Contact Person: 

Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal 
Mail to: State Clearinghouse, P.O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044   (916) 445-0613 
For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814    

Project Title: 
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 Note: The State Clearinghouse will assign identification numbers for all new projects.  If a SCH number already exists for a project (e.g. Notice of Preparation or 
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Revised 2010 

Reviewing Agencies Checklist 
Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and "X". 
If you have already sent your document to the agency please denote that with an "S". 

  Air Resources Board Office of Historic Preservation 
  Boating & Waterways, Department of Office of Public School Construction 
  California Emergency Management Agency Parks & Recreation, Department of 
  California Highway Patrol Pesticide Regulation, Department of 
  Caltrans District #    Public Utilities Commission 
  Caltrans Division of Aeronautics Regional WQCB #    
  Caltrans Planning Resources Agency 
  Central Valley Flood Protection Board Resources Recycling and Recovery, Department of 
  Coachella Valley Mtns. Conservancy S.F. Bay Conservation & Development Comm. 
  Coastal Commission San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers & Mtns. Conservancy 
  Colorado River Board San Joaquin River Conservancy 
  Conservation, Department of Santa Monica Mtns. Conservancy 
  Corrections, Department of State Lands Commission 
  Delta Protection Commission SWRCB: Clean Water Grants 
  Education, Department of SWRCB: Water Quality 
  Energy Commission SWRCB: Water Rights 
  Fish & Game Region #    Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 
  Food & Agriculture, Department of Toxic Substances Control, Department of 
 Forestry and Fire Protection, Department of  Water Resources, Department of 

   General Services, Department of 
 Health Services, Department of  Other: 

  Housing & Community Development  Other: 
  Native American Heritage Commission 

Local Public Review Period (to be filled in by lead agency)

Starting Date     Ending Date 

Lead Agency (Complete if applicable): 

Consulting Firm: Applicant: 
Address:     Address: 
City/State/Zip:    City/State/Zip: 
Contact:     Phone: 
Phone:     

Signature of Lead Agency Representative:  Date: 

Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 21161, Public Resources Code. 



The applicant is requesting a Conditional Use Permit on APN(s): 029-280-054; 029-290-011;014, 
located on the northwest and northeast corner of Avenue 18 and Road 24 (23865 Avenue 18), 
Madera, to allow for the construction of two wastewater treatment facultative ponds, one storage 
pond, one stormwater basin, one mechanical building and three worm beds to process and 
reclaim wastewater from corn washing operations. The reclaimed water will be used for irrigation 
purposes. The parcels are approximately 409 total acres and rectangle in shape. Parcel 029-280-
054 is separated from parcels 029-290-011 and 029-290-014 by Road 24. Parcels 029-290-011 
and 029-290-014 are connected near the intersection of Road 24 and Avenue 18. 
 
Currently, the parcels are being used for agricultural uses related to Azteca Milling operations. 
Operations on the parcel are focused on processing corn and washing corn. The topography of 
the parcels are relatively low elevations and flat, consistent with the Central Valley floor’s 
characteristics.  
 
The project proponent proposes to implement two types of wastewater treatment – a facultative 
pond (combination of anaerobic and aerobic treatment) and BioFiltro BIDA biofilter worm system. 
Each type of treatment will have the capacity to completely treat the wastewater prior to storage. 
Azteca also requested that the two types also work in parallel or in series. The existing pipe 
delivery system from the facility to the current field area will be altered slightly. Stormwater runoff 
from the main buildings and plant area, currently comingled with wastewater, will generally be 
routed separately to the treatment area and sent directly to the storage pond, bypassing treatment 
systems. Azteca plans to improve solids separation with some additional equipment before 
sending the wastewater out to the treatment area in the existing pipeline.  
 
Facultative Pond 1 will receive the wastewater from the facility. The anaerobic and aerobic 
treatment will occur in both ponds. Water will gravity flow out of Facultative Pond 1 into Facultative 
Pond 2 where it will be treated further. After Facultative Pond 2, water will gravity flow out and 
into the storage pond. Gravity flow pond to pond ensures that if there is a pump issue or power 
outage, water will safely arrive at the storage pond.  
 
Due to higher water temperatures from the facility that the worms cannot take, water for the worm 
beds will be drawn off at the head end of Facultative Pond 1. This water will be pumped to an 
equalization tank. This pump will be variable flow and by that can operate at 100% flow 
(independent system) or partial flow to operate as a parallel system. If water is not pumped to the 
worm beds, then the facultative ponds will be operating independently. Post worm bed water 
treatment, water that is not pumped to the facultative ponds for further treatment (for series 
operation) will gravity flow to the storage pond providing that safety mechanism.  
 
Following water treatment, the water will be stored in a pond until it is needed for crop irrigation. 
The 20.0 MG (million gallons) is sized for storing the water generated in the nonirrigation periods 
of the Nutrient Management Plan plus a 100-year rainfall year collecting rainwater from the facility, 
treatment area, and the ponds directly.  
 
The treated water will be used to irrigate two fields on either side of the treatment area. East of 
Road 24, 40 acres of almonds will be removed, and another field will be created to irrigate forage 
crops in that area. A supply pipe from the storage pond will need to be routed underneath Road 
24.  In the future, treated water irrigation may continue into the remainder of the crop land (APNs 
029-290-011 and -014). To accomplish this a remote storage pond may be needed and is shown 
in the site plan. In this potential scenario, water will be pumped from the main storage pond to the 
orchard pond to stage the water for the orchard irrigation system.  
 



Approximately everyone (1) to three (3) years, the wood chips will be replaced on a worm bed, 
typically spring or summer. Approximately 35 to 70 trucks will stage the new chips in the storage 
area to the east of the beds. Old chips will be moved to the side of a bed in a windrow, new chips 
will be placed on the bed, the worms will be transferred back to the bed, and the old chips will be 
allowed to dry before hauling away. Approximately 20 to 40 trucks will haul away the used chips. 
Alternatively, wood chips could be applied as a soil amendment to the land application area. 
 
The maintenance building will provide space for the blowers needed for the facultative ponds, a 
room for electrical panels and controls, a shop area, and an office with a restroom.  
 


	SCH: 
	Project Title: CUP #2025-005 – Wastewater Treatment Facility
	Lead Agency: Madera County
	Contact Person: Samuel J. Rashe
	Phone: 559-675-7821
	Mailing Address 1: 200 West Fourth Street 
	City: Madera 
	Zip: 93637
	County: Madera
	Project Location County: Madera
	CityNearest Community: Chowchilla 
	Cross Streets: Avenue 18 and Road 24
	Zip Code: 93638
	LongitudeLatitude degrees minutes and seconds: 
	undefined: 
	´: 
	´ N: 
	undefined_2: 
	´_2: 
	´ W Total Acres: 408
	s Parcel No: 029-290-014; 011; 029-280-054
	Section: 
	Twp: 
	Range: 
	Base: 
	State Hwy: 
	Waterways: 
	Airports: 
	Railways: 
	Schools: 
	NOP: Off
	Early Cons: Off
	Neg Dec: Off
	Mit Neg Dec: On
	Draft EIR: Off
	SupplementSubsequent EIR: Off
	Prior SCH No: 
	NOI: Off
	EA: Off
	Draft EIS: Off
	FONSI: Off
	Joint Document: Off
	Final Document: Off
	Other: Off
	Doc_Type_Other_Desc: 
	Other_2: 
	Doc_Type_Other_Des_2: 
	General Plan Update: Off
	General Plan Amendment: Off
	General Plan Element: Off
	Community Plan: Off
	Specific Plan: Off
	Master Plan: Off
	Planned Unit Development: Off
	Site Plan: Off
	Rezone: Off
	Prezone: Off
	Use Permit: On
	Land Division Subdivision etc: Off
	Annexation: Off
	Redevelopment: Off
	Coastal Permit: Off
	Other_3: Off
	undefined_5: 
	Residential Units: Off
	Office: Off
	CommercialSqft: Off
	Industrial: Off
	Educational: Off
	Recreational: Off
	Water FacilitiesType: On
	Sqft: 
	1: 
	2: 
	Acres: 
	Acres_2: 
	Employees: 
	Trans_Type: 
	Acres_3: 
	Employees_2: 
	Transportation: Off
	Mining: Off
	Power: Off
	Waste TreatmentType: Off
	Hazardous WasteType: Off
	Other_4: On
	Mining_Mineral: 
	Acres_4: 
	Employees_3: 
	Sqft 1: 
	Dev_Type_Ed_Desc: 
	Dev_Type_Rec_Desc: 
	Power_Type: 
	Waste_Treatment_Type: 
	MW: 
	MGD: 
	Hazard_Waste_Type: 
	undefined_7: Water Treatment 
	MGD_2: 
	Dev_Type_Other_Desc: Agricultural Support
	AestheticVisual: On
	Agricultural Land: Off
	Air Quality: Off
	ArcheologicalHistorical: Off
	Biological Resources: Off
	Coastal Zone: Off
	DrainageAbsorption: Off
	EconomicJobs: Off
	Fiscal: Off
	Flood PlainFlooding: Off
	Forest LandFire Hazard: Off
	GeologicSeismic: Off
	Minerals: Off
	Noise: Off
	PopulationHousing Balance: Off
	Public ServicesFacilities: Off
	RecreationParks: Off
	SchoolsUniversities: Off
	Septic Systems: Off
	Sewer Capacity: Off
	Soil ErosionCompactionGrading: Off
	Solid Waste: Off
	ToxicHazardous: Off
	TrafficCirculation: Off
	Vegetation: Off
	Water Quality: Off
	Water SupplyGroundwater: Off
	WetlandRiparian: Off
	Growth Inducement: Off
	Land Use: Off
	Cumulative Effects: Off
	Other_5: Off
	undefined_9: 
	Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation: AE (Agriculture Exclusive) and HI (High Industrial)/IL (Industrial, Urban or Rural, Light District) and ARE 40 (Agriculture Rural Exclusive 40 acre) Distr
	Project Description: See Attached 
	Caltrans District: s
	California Highway Patrol: 
	Boating  Waterways Department of: 
	Air Resources Board: x
	California Emergency Management Agency: 
	Caltrans District Number: 6
	Caltrans Division of Aeronautics: 
	Caltrans Planning: 
	Central Valley Flood Protection Board: 
	Coachella Valley Mtns Conservancy: 
	Coastal Commission: 
	Colorado River Board: 
	Conservation Department of: 
	Corrections Department of: 
	Delta Protection Commission: 
	Education Department of: 
	Energy Commission: 
	Fish  Game Region: 
	Fish  Game Region Number: 
	Food  Agriculture Department of: 
	Forestry and Fire Protection Department of: 
	General Services Department of: 
	Health Services Department of: 
	Housing  Community Development: 
	Native American Heritage Commission: 
	Office of Historic Preservation: 
	Office of Public School Construction: 
	Parks  Recreation Department of: 
	Pesticide Regulation Department of: 
	Public Utilities Commission: 
	Regional WQCB: 
	Regional WQCB Number: 
	Resources Agency: 
	Resources Recycling and Recovery Department of: 
	SF Bay Conservation  Development Comm: 
	San Gabriel  Lower LA Rivers  Mtns Conservancy: 
	San Joaquin River Conservancy: 
	Santa Monica Mtns Conservancy: 
	State Lands Commission: 
	SWRCB Clean Water Grants: 
	SWRCB Water Quality: s
	SWRCB Water Rights: 
	Tahoe Regional Planning Agency: 
	Toxic Substances Control Department of: 
	Water Resources Department of: 
	Other_6: 
	Other_7: 
	Other_6_Desc: 
	Other_7_Desc: 
	Starting Date: October 11th 2025
	Ending Date: November 9th 2025
	Consulting Firm: 
	Applicant: 
	Firm_Address: 
	Applicant_Address: 
	Firm_CityStateZip: 
	Applicant_City/State/ZIP: 
	Firm_Contact: 
	Applicant_Phone: 
	Firm_Phone: 
	Lead_Agency_Sig_Date: 9/25/2025


