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October 19, 2025 
 
 
Mr. Johnston 
Senior Planner 
San Francisco Public Utilities Commission (SFPUC) 
525 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
Mr. Johnston, 
 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) appreciates the opportunity to 
review and comment on the Cherry Dam Spillway Project. 
 
The proposed project site is located at Cherry Valley Dam and Lake near west Lake 
Eleanor and Hetch Hetchy Reservoir in Tuolumne County, California, approximately 12 
miles directly north of California State Route (SR) 120 or 23 miles north via Cherry Lake 
Road. The nearest cross streets are Cherry Lake Road and Cherry Oil Road with the 
nearest community being Groveland. Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) 053-140-007 
and 053-140-008. 
 
Caltrans has the following comments: 
Caltrans suggests that the San Francisco Public Utilities Commission continue to 
coordinate with Caltrans in identifying and addressing potential pedestrian safety and 
cumulative transportation impacts from this project and other developments near this 
location. This will assist Caltrans in ensuring that pedestrian, traffic safety, and quality 
standards are maintained for the traveling public on existing and future state 
transportation facilities in Tuolumne County. 
 
System Planning  
The segment of Big Oak Flat Road/SR 120 that intersects the Cherry Lake Road/Forest 
Route 1N07, leading to the Cherry Valley Dam is currently an expressway of two lanes.  
The proposed project may have a temporary and minimal impact during the debris 
removal and construction activity with an increased in truck and construction vehicle 
traffic on SR 120.  However, if the intersection at SR 120/Big Oak Flat Road and Cherry 
Lake Road/Forest Route 1N07 is used for the truck access of construction delivery and 
debris removal to the project site during the rehabilitation process, the intersection will 
need to accommodate the trucks’ turning radius.     
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At this time, no specific detail of work has been specified in the NOA-NOI MND 
document.  Caltrans looks forward to working with San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission on continued development of transportation plans/studies and access 
concepts as it relates to the spillway short-term improvement project. 
 
Climate Resiliency  
Will SFPUC submit any mitigations for air quality for operating equipment during the 
construction phase? 
 
Environmental  
It looks like the project is occurring 12 miles from SR 120. However, if there are any 
construction related activities that will encroach into Caltrans Right of Way (ROW) as a 
result of the project, the project proponent must apply for an Encroachment Permit with 
the Caltrans District 10 Encroachment Permit Office. All California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA) documentation, with supporting technical studies, must be submitted with 
the Encroachment Permit Application. These studies may include an analysis of 
potential impacts to any cultural sites, historic properties, biological resources, 
hazardous waste/materials, scenic highways, and/or other environmental resources 
within Caltrans Right of Way, at the project site(s). 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Dariana Villamil (209) 986-5762 
(email: dariana.villamil@dot.ca.gov) or me at (209) 639 -8832 (email: 
Gregoria.ponce@dot.ca.gov). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Gregoria Ponce’, Chief 
Office of Rural Planning 
 
cc: Dennis Herrera, General Manager, San Francisco Public Utilities Commission 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




