
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board

California Environmental Quality Act 
Notice of Exemption for  

Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification

To: Office of Planning and Research  
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121  
Sacramento, CA 95814

From: California Regional Water Quality Control Board  
Central Valley Region, Redding Office  
364 Knollcrest Drive, Suite 205  
Redding, CA 96002

Date: 23 September 2025

Project Title:
Rock Creek Culvert Removal and Fish Passage Project 
(Project)

Project Location - Specific:
Latitude: 40.615163° and Longitude: -122.463021°

Project Location - County:
Shasta County

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:
The project proposes the removal of two 12-foot diameter by approximately 320 linear-
foot long culverts and channel-spanning fill material to remediate the risk of the crossing 
completely failing. The crossing is an abandoned railroad grade that was used for 
construction of Shasta Dam. The culverts failed following the 2018 Carr Fire and 
subsequent major winter storms beginning in January 2019 which resulted in increased 
run-off intensity and severe degradation of the crossing. The project includes the 
restoration of natural stream conditions at the site, including recontouring stream 
elevations and redistribution of existing boulder materials as needed to improve hydraulic 
function through the excavated reach.

Name of Public Agencies Approving Project:
Federal Agencies: The project requires authorization under U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers Clean Water Act Section 404.
State Agency approval for coverage under State Water Resources Control Board‘s Order 
for Waste Discharge Requirements for Restoration Projects Statewide, Order No. WQ 
2022-0048-DWQ: California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley 
Region, Redding Office. WDID No. 5A45CR00676.
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Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:
Ross Perry 
Western Shasta Resource Conservation District 
6270 Parallel Road 
Anderson, CA 96007

Exempt Status:
The Central Valley Water Board has determined that the Project is exempt from review 
under CEQA pursuant to California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15061. 
Specifically, the issuance of this Order and the activities described herein meet the 
exemption criteria under California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15333, Small 
Habitat Restoration Projects. Class 33 consists of projects not to exceed five acres in 
size to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, or protection of habitat for 
fish, plants, or wildlife.

Reasons why Project is Exempt:
This project is categorically exempt under CEQA section 15333 because the project 
consists of the restoration of the natural stream conditions at Rock Creek, including 
recontouring stream elevations and redistribution of existing boulder materials as needed 
to improve hydraulic function through the project site.

Federal Lead Agency Contact Person:
Hillary Regnart 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District
Hillary.H.Regnart@usace.army.mil

State Lead Agency Contact Person:
Lynn Coster, Senior Environmental Scientist 
Chief Storm Water and Water Quality Certification Unit  
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Redding Branch Office 
(530) 224-2437

Lynn Coster 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, Redding

cc via  
email:  Hillary Regnart, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District

Ross Perry, Western Shasta Resource Conservation District, Anderson
Chad Endicott, Bureau of Land Management, Redding
Alden Neel, Bureau of Land Management, Redding
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