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Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board

California Environmental Quality Act
Notice of Exemption for
Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification

To: Office of Planning and Research  From: California Regional Water Quality Control Board
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 Central Valley Region, Redding Office
Sacramento, CA 95814 364 Knollcrest Drive, Suite 205

Redding, CA 96002

Date: 19 September 2025

Project Title:

Geotechnical Excavations for Battle Creek Confluence
Side Channel Project (Project)

Project Location - Specific:

Latitude: 40.346852° and Longitude: -122.181138°

Project Location - County:

Tehama County

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

The Project is part of a larger restoration project the Resource Conservation District of
Tehama County is proposing to reconnect historic side channels to the Sacramento
River to provide juvenile salmonids access to side channel rearing habitat over the full
range of expected flows.

This Project is limited to geotechnical excavations to gather information on the soil
properties of the proposed arch culvert location and the proposed side channel. A total of
three geotechnical exploration sites have been identified within and adjacent to an
existing flood channel proposed for restoration as part of the project. The information
collected from the three exploration sites will be used to evaluate the composition of soils
within the proposed side channel excavation area and the soil properties where the
footings of the proposed bottomless arch culvert would be installed.

Name of Public Agencies Approving Project:
Federal Agencies: The project requires authorization under U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers Clean Water Act Section 404, Nationwide Permit 6, Survey Activities.
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State Agency approval for Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification:
California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region, Redding Office.
WDID No. 5A52CR00253.

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:
Jon Barrett

Resources Conservation District of Tehama County
202 Walnut Street

Red Bluff, CA 96080

Exempt Status:

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Central Valley Region has
determined that the Project is exempt from review under CEQA pursuant to California
Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15061. Specifically, the issuance of this Order and
the activities described herein meet the exemption criteria under California Code of
Regulations, title 14, section 15304, Minor Alterations to Land. Class 4 consists of minor
public or private alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or vegetation which do
not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry and agricultural
purposes.

Reasons Why Project is Exempt:

This project is categorically exempt under CEQA section 15304 because the project
consists of mirror alterations to the land to conduct the proposed geotechnical
investigations (explorations) and does not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic
trees.

Federal Lead Agency Contact Person:

Christy Morgan

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District
Christy.M.Morgan@usace.army.mil

State Lead Agency Contact Person:

Lynn Coster, Senior Environmental Scientist

Chief Storm Water and Water Quality Certification Unit
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
Redding Branch Office

(530) 224-2437

Digitally signed by Lynn Coster
Ly n n C O Ste r Date: 2025.09.19 09:19:03 -07'00'

Lynn Coster
Senior Environmental Scientist
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, Redding
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cc via

email: Christy Morgan, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District
Dyana Judnick, California Department of Fish & Wildlife, Redding
Jon Barrett, Resources Conservation District of Tehama County, Red Bluff
Brian Humphrey, California Department of Water Resources, Red Bluff
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