CALIFORNA State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife
m 2024 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE

CASH RECEIPT

DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/24) Previously DFG 753.5a

SEEINSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE ORPRINT CLEARLY.

RECEIPT NUMBER:
04-09182025-064
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (if applicable)

LEAD AGENCY LEADAGENCY EMAIL DATE

BUTTE COUNTY RESOURCE CONSERVATION 09/18/2025
COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER
BUTTE 260

PROJECT TITLE

CRANE VALLEY MEADOW RESTORATION PROJECT

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER
BUTTE COUNTY RESOURCE CONSERVATION (530) 693-3173
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE
BUTTE COUNTY RESOURCE CONSERVATION OROVILLE CA 95965
PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box)
Local Public Agency [] School District [] Other Special District [] state Agency [T] Private Entity
CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:
[ Environmental Impact Report (EIR) $4,051.25 $
[0 Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) $2,916.75 $
[0 Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW $1,377.25
K] Exempt from fee
[X] Notice of Exemption (attach)
[C] CDFW No Effect Determination (attach)
[0 Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy)
[ water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) $850.00 §
K] County documentary handling fee $50.00 $ $50.00
[ Other $
PAYMENT METHOD:
[0 Cash Kl Credit  [J Check [] Other TOTAL RECEIVED  § $50.00

SIGNATURE

XWG%@—

AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE

Mark Zarate, Deputy County Clerk-Recorder




DECLARATION OF FEES DUE
(California Fish and Wildlife Code Section 711.4)

FOR CLERK USE ONLY

NAME AND ADDRESS OF LEAD AGENCY/APPLICANT
Butte (pundy Ressuvce ComSenotton Diskict I L E
150 ChueH  §op e,r'vuag , e A

Ovoulle, CA. Q%965

Project Title: SEP 18 2025
Cyane \a\ley Meadow Restorotion Roject NG NO-

SHEATONBEN T
CLASSIFICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT: preecin %"EEPEI%
Ta NOTICE OF EXEMPTION/STATEMENT OF EXEMPTION

[ ] A Statutorily or Categorically Exempt
$50.00 (Fifty Dollars) Bulte County Clerk's Fee
2, NOTICE OF DETERMINATION - FEE REQUIRED
[ ] A Negative Declaration
$2,406.75 (Two Thousand Four Hundred and Six Dollars and Seventy-Five Cents)  Stale Filing Fee
$50.00 (Fifty Dollars) Butte County Clerk's Fee
B. Environmental Impact Report
$3,343.25 (Three Thousand Three Hundred and Forty-Three Dollars and Twenty-Five Cents) State Filing Fee
$50.00 (Fifty Dollars} Butte County Clerk's Fee
3. OTHER (Specify) General Rule Exemption
[ﬂ $50.00 (Fifty Dollars) Butte County Clerk's Fee

This form must be completed and submitted with all environmental documents filed with the Butte
County Clerk's Office.

All applicable fees must be paid at the time of filing any environmental documents with the Butte
County Clerk's Office,

One original and two (2) copies of all necessary documents are required for filing purposes.

The $50.00 (Fifty Dollars) handling fee is required per filing in addition to the filing fee specified in
Fish and Game Code Section 711.4 (d).

Make checks payable to Butte County Clerk-Recorder.



Notice of Exemption

To: Office of Planning and Research From: Butte County Resource Conservation District
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 Sacramento, CA. 150 Chuck Yeager Way, Ste. A
95965-3411 Oroville, CA 95965

County Clerk/ County of Butte
155 Nelson Ave.
Oroville, CA 95965-3411

Project Title: Crane Valley Meadow Restoration Project

Project Applicant: Butte County Resource Conservation District

Project Location - Specific: 39.9609919, -121.4486254

Assessor’s parcel No.: 059100001000, 059100002000, 059100015000, 059100017000, 059100007000
(MDM-T24N-R0O5E-5,T24N-R0O5E-6, T24N-RO5E-7,T24N-R0O5E-8

Project Location - City: Unincorporated

Project Location - County: Butte

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project:

The purpose of the project is to restore and provide habitat for California native fish and wildlife. The Project will
minimize erosion and improve geomorphic and hydrologic function. Through the incorporation of woody debris, the
management of encroaching vegetation, and scour/erosion treatments, project work will also help create beneficial
heterogeneity in the aquatic habitat.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Butte County Resource Conservation District

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project:

Exempt Status: (check one)

O Ministerial (sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);

| Declared Emergency (sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));

O Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));

0 Categorical Exemption Class

Statutory Exemptions, Public Resources Code § 21080.56

Reasons why project is exempt:

The Project meets all qualifying criteria in Pub. Resources Code § 21080.56, subdivisions (a) to (d), and received
written concurrence from the Director of the California Department of Fish and Wildlife on August 26, 2025
(Concurrence No. 21080.56-2025-077-R2) pursuant to Pub. Resources Code, § 21080.56, subdivision (€). Concurrence
No. 21080.56-2025-077-R2 is attached to this notice.

Lead Agency Contact Person: Thad Walker, District Manager Area Code/Teletope/Extension: (530) 693-3173

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project: [yes/no]

Title: David Lee, Chair,. Board of Directors

Signed by Lead Agency (O signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code.
Reference: Sections 21108, 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.
Butte County Resource Conservation District



CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
DIRECTOR’S OFFICE

PosT OFFICE Box 944209

SACRAMENTO, CA 94244-2090

CALIFORNIA

FISH &
WILDLIFE

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT STATUTORY EXEMPTION FOR
RESTORATION PROJECTS
CONCURRENCE NO. 21080.56-2025-077-R2

Project: Crane Valley Meadow Restoration Project
Location: Butte County
Lead Agency: Butte County Resource Conservation District

Lead Agency Contact: Thad Walker; thad@bcrcd.org

Background

Project Location: The Crane Valley Meadow Restoration (Project) is located near the
headwaters of Big Kimshew Creek, a tributary of the West Branch Feather River, at Latitude:
39.9603, and Longitude: -121.449, in Butte County.

Project Description: The Butte County Resource Conservation District (Lead Agency), in
partnership with Sierra Pacific Industries and Wilson Family Trust, proposes to conserve,
restore, protect, or enhance approximately 100 acres of meadow habitat to support and
assist recovery of native fish and wildlife species. The Project is designed to benefit
Cascades frog (Rana cascadae), foothill yellow-legged frog (Rana boylii), fisher (Pekania
pennanti), and California Spotted Owl (Strix occidentalis occidentalis). The Project would also
prepare habitat for potential North American beaver (Castor canadensis) reintroduction. The
Project includes the use of low-tech, process-based restoration practices to construct three
types of woody structures — channel-spanning, bank-attached, and mid-channel — in
degraded meadow channels. The Project will place Post-Assisted Log Structures (PALS),
which are large wood jams made from branches and small to medium trees, and Beaver Dam
Analogs (BDAs), which are used to mimic natural beaver dams using smaller wood and local
materials like rocks and sediment, in incised channels. The structures will aid in restoring
stream function by slowing water flow, promoting sediment deposition, and increasing habitat
complexity. The Project also includes selective thinning of conifers throughout the 100 acres
of predicted project impacts. The felled trees will be used to create the PALS and BDAs.
Willow (Salix) planting will occur along stabilized banks to support riparian recovery and bank
integrity.

Tribal Engagement: The Lead Agency conducted an in-person meeting with a representative
of the Konkow Maidu Tribe on April 14, 2025, and a phone call on July 25, 2025. The United
States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) have initiated contact with interested tribes as part
of compliance with the Section 106 process under the National Historic Preservation Act. In
coordination with the USFWS archaeologist, the Lead Agency’s contracted archaeologist has




This Concurrence is also based on a finding that the Project is consistent with and that its
implementation will further CDFW’s mandate as California’s trustee agency for fish and
wildlife, including the responsibility to hold and manage these resources in trust for all the
people of California.

Discussion

A. Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.56, subdivision (a), the CDFW
Director concurs with the Lead Agency that the Project will exclusively conserve,
restore, protect, or enhance, and assist in the recovery of California native fish and
wildlife, and the habitat upon which they depend; or restore or provide habitat for
California native fish and wildlife.

The Project is designed to restore natural hydrologic function and improve habitat
quality within a degraded Sierra Nevada meadow. Current meadow conditions include
extensive channel incision, which has indirectly lowered the water table and
disconnected the stream channel from its floodplain, facilitating conifer encroachment
through the historic meadow system. The Project will restore the degraded meadow
through the use of adaptive management approaches, including utilizing ecological
and geomorphic processes. The restored meadow will result in healthier tree growth
patterns, resulting in increased wood density, promotion of groundwater retention and
wetted meadow conditions, increased pool formation, and meadow complex habitat
improvements to prepare for potential beaver reintroduction. Selective tree thinning
and fuel load management will support fire-resilient landscapes and prepare for
potential prescribed burns. The improved hydrologic function and habitat complexity
will better support sensitive species and improve forage and cover quality for native
fish and wildlife species benefits.

B. Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.56, subdivision (b), the CDFW
Director concurs with the Lead Agency that the Project may have incidental public
benefits, such as public access and recreation.

The Project may have incidental public safety benefits to surrounding residences and
utility, transportation, and water supply infrastructure by reducing the risk of
catastrophic wildfire due to fuels reduction.

C. Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.56, subdivision (c), the CDFW
Director concurs with the Lead Agency that the Project will result in long-term net
benefits to climate resiliency, biodiversity, and sensitive species recovery, and
includes procedures and ongoing management for the protection of the environment.

Long-term Net Benefits to Climate Resiliency: The Project will result in long-term
climate resiliency by restoring habitat heterogeneity, restoring historic hydrologic
processes, and increasing the meadow system'’s ability to buffer against changing
climate conditions. The PALS and BDAs will improve surface-groundwater connectivity
by promoting groundwater recharge, expanding wet meadow areas, and increasing
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watershed. Beavers would likely enhance long-term ecological function by maintaining
and expanding instream structures, increasing habitat heterogeneity, and contributing
to the long-term recovery of additional sensitive species.

Procedures for the Protection of the Environment: The draft Concept Design Report
outlines procedures for conducting restoration work with measures to protect sensitive
resources. Avoidance and conservation measures include, but are not limited to:

» Access to the site will be achieved by trucks and All-Terrain Vehicles and will be
restricted to dry period.

* Work will be conducted using hand tools and low-tech processes, and heavy
machinery use will be prohibited.

 Best management practices will be implemented for erosion control,
watercourse protection, and prevention of release of sediment into
watercourses.

e Sensitive resources will be identified, marked, and protected prior to Project
implementation.

Ongoing Management for the Protection of the Environment: Sierra Pacific Industries
and Wilson Family Trust, as sole landowners of the property, are committed to the
long-term ecological protection of the Project site. Sierra Pacific Industries and Wilson
Family Trust will coordinate to protect the health and integrity of the meadow by
limiting unauthorized access and minimizing potential disturbances.

The Project will be revisited through successive phases of implementation to respond
to changes in geomorphology, vegetation, and hydrology. Planned ongoing
management relies on adaptive strategies that progressively allow the Project site to
gradually reach homeostasis and gain compounded resiliency over time. An
Effectiveness Monitoring Plan is being developed to support this approach. At a
minimum, the Effectiveness Monitoring Plan will include vegetation assessments to
document shifts in community composition and structure, cross-sectional channel
surveys to track geomorphic development, and soil carbon sampling to evaluate
improvements in carbon sequestration and soil health. The Project includes
maintenance activities that focus on identifying and reinforcing successful PALS and
BDAs and supporting native plant establishment through targeted planting and
selective thinning. The Project intentionally minimizes use of mechanized equipment to
reduce vegetation disturbance and protect sensitive meadow soils. By using an
evolving, site-driven approach, the Project reduces the need for intensive human
intervention over time, promoting ecosystem self-sustainability while safeguarding
biodiversity and sensitive species habitat.

. Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.56, subdivision (d), the CDFW
Director concurs with the Lead Agency that the Project does not include any
construction activities, except those solely related to habitat restoration.

All Project construction activities support the Project goal to restore meadow habitat
heterogeneity and improve meadow conditions.
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