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1  INTRODUCTION

This draft environmental impact report (Draft EIR) evaluates the environmental impacts of the proposed Butte Fire
Center Replacement Project (project). This Draft EIR has been prepared under the direction of the Department of
General Services (DGS) on behalf of the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) in
accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code [PRC]
Section 21000 et seq.) and the State CEQA Guidelines.

1.1 PROJECT REQUIRING ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

This section presents a synopsis of the project characteristics. For further information on the proposed project, see
Chapter 2, “Project Description.”

1.2 PURPOSE AND INTENDED USES OF THIS DRAFT EIR

According to CEQA, preparation of an EIR is required whenever it can be fairly argued, based on substantial evidence,
that a proposed project may result in a significant environmental impact. An EIR is an informational document used
to inform public-agency decision makers and the general public of the significant environmental impacts of a project,
identify possible ways to minimize the significant impacts, and describe reasonable alternatives to the project that
could feasibly attain most of the basic objectives of the project while substantially lessening or avoiding any of the
significant environmental impacts. Public agencies are required to consider the information presented in the EIR
when determining whether to approve a project. This Draft EIR has been prepared to meet the requirements of a
project EIR as defined by Section 15161 of the State CEQA Guidelines. A project EIR focuses on the changes in the
physical environment that would result from the implementation of a project, including its planning, construction, and
operation. The State’s intention in preparing a EIR is that no further environmental analysis would be required for
additional regulatory approvals following approval of the project, absent conditions requiring a subsequent EIR, a
supplement to the EIR, or an addendum. (See State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15162-15164.)

1.3 SCOPE OF THIS DRAFT EIR

This Draft EIR includes an evaluation of Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources as well as other CEQA-mandated issues
(e.g., cumulative impacts, growth-inducing impacts, significant unavoidable impacts, alternatives):

Under the CEQA statutes and the State CEQA Guidelines, a lead agency may limit an EIR's discussion of
environmental effects when such effects are not considered potentially significant (PRC Section 21002.1[e]; State
CEQA Guidelines Sections 15128, 15143). Information used to determine which impacts would be potentially
significant was derived from review of the 2021 Butte Fire Center Replacement IS/MND project (State Clearinghouse
Number 2021100194); review of applicable planning documents and CEQA documentation; feedback from public and
agency consultation; comments received during the public scoping period; and comments received on the Notice of
Preparation (NOP) (see Appendix A of this Draft EIR).

The NOP was distributed on September 19, 2025, to responsible agencies, interested parties, and organizations, as
well as private organizations and individuals that may have an interest in the project. The purpose of the NOP was to
provide notification that an EIR for the Butte Fire Center Replacement project was being prepared and to solicit input
on the scope and content of the environmental document. As a result of the review of existing information and the
scoping process, it was determined that cultural and tribal cultural resources should be evaluated fully in this Draft
EIR. Further information on the NOP and scoping process is provided below in Section 1.5, “Public Review Process.”

DGS/CAL FIRE
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1.4 AGENCY ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

1.4.1 Lead Agency and Responsible Agencies

CAL FIRE is the CEQA lead agency for preparation of this EIR. Responsible agencies are public agencies, other than
the lead agency, that have discretionary-approval responsibility for reviewing, carrying out, or approving elements of
a project. Responsible agencies should participate in the lead agency’s CEQA process, review the lead agency’s CEQA
document, and use the document when making a decision on project elements. It is anticipated that approval from
various agencies and departments, listed below, would be required to complete construction of the project.

Responsible Agency Discretionary Approval
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) SHPO consultation and PRC 5024.5 concurrence
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Construction General Permit
Butte County Air Quality Management District Air Permit

Authority to Construct Permit

Butte County Public Health Department Wastewater Permit
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Timber Harvesting Plan
State Fire Marshal Fire suppression and code compliance review
Division of the State Architect Approval for Americans with Disabilities Act

1.5 PUBLIC REVIEW PROCESS

As identified above in Section 1.3, “Scope of this Draft EIR,” in accordance with CEQA regulations, an NOP was
distributed on September 19, 2025, to responsible agencies, interested parties and organizations, and private
organizations and individuals that could have interest in the project. The NOP was available for review on the CAL
FIEW website at: https://calfire.app.box.com/s/6uzjbg146cfn018h1jw98871hp740x7t/folder/238725157425.

The purpose of the NOP was to provide notification that an EIR for the Butte Fire Center Replacement project was
being prepared and to solicit input on the scope and content of the document. The NOP and responses to the NOP
are included in Appendix A of this Draft EIR. One response to the NOP was received from California Department of
Toxic Substances Control and is addressed in Chapter 3.

This Draft EIR is being circulated for public review and comment for a period of 45 days. During this period,
comments from the general public as well as organizations and agencies on environmental issues may be submitted
to the lead agency.

Upon completion of the public review and comment period, a Final EIR will be prepared that will include both written
and oral comments on the Draft EIR received during the public-review period, responses to those comments, and any
revisions to the Draft EIR made in response to public comments. The Draft EIR and Final EIR together will make up the
EIR for the project.

Before adopting the project, the lead agency, is required to certify that the EIR has been completed in compliance
with CEQA, that the decision-making body reviewed and considered the information in the EIR, and that the EIR
reflects the independent judgment of the lead agency.

DGS/CAL FIRE
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1.6 DRAFT EIR ORGANIZATION

This Draft EIR is organized into chapters, as identified and briefly described below. Chapters are further divided into
sections (e.g., Chapter 3, "Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures” and Section 3.1, “Cultural and Tribal
Cultural Resources"):

» The "Executive Summary”: This chapter introduces the project; provides a summary of the environmental review
process, effects found not to be significant, and key environmental issues; and lists significant impacts and
mitigation measures to reduce significant impacts to a less-than-significant level.

» Chapter 1, “Introduction”: This chapter provides a synopsis of the project; a description of the type, purpose, and
intended uses of this Draft EIR; a description of the scope of this EIR; a description of the lead and responsible
agencies; a summary of the public review process; and a description of the organization of this EIR; and
definitions of standard terminology used in this EIR.

» Chapter 2, “Project Description”: This chapter describes the location, background, and goals and objectives for
the project, and describes the project elements in detail.

» Chapter 3, "Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures”: The sections in this chapter evaluate the expected
environmental impacts generated by the project, arranged by subject area (e.g., land use, hydrology and water
quality). In Chapter 3.1, “Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources,” the regulatory background, existing conditions,
analysis methodology, and thresholds of significance are described. The anticipated changes to the existing
conditions after development of the project are then evaluated. For any significant or potentially significant
impact that would result from project implementation, mitigation measures are presented and the level of impact
significance after mitigation is identified.

» Chapter 4, "Alternatives”: This chapter evaluates alternatives to the project, including alternatives considered but
eliminated from further consideration, the No Project Alternative, and two alternative development options. The
environmentally superior alternative is identified.

» Chapter 5, “Other CEQA Sections": This chapter evaluates growth-inducing impacts and irreversible and
irretrievable commitment of resources, and discloses any significant and unavoidable adverse impacts.

» Chapter 6 “"Report Preparers": This chapter identifies the preparers of the document.

» Chapter 7, “References”: This chapter identifies the organizations and persons consulted during preparation of
this Draft EIR and the documents and individuals used as sources for the analysis.

1.7 STANDARD TERMINOLOGY

This Draft EIR uses the following standard terminology:
» “No impact” means no change from existing conditions (no mitigation is needed).

» “Less-than-significant impact” means no substantial adverse change in the physical environment (no mitigation is
needed).

» "Potentially significant impact” means a substantial adverse change in the environment that might occur
(mitigation is recommended because potentially significant impacts are treated as significant).

» “Significant impact” means a substantial adverse change in the physical environment that would occur (mitigation
is recommended).

» “Significant and unavoidable impact” means a substantial adverse change in the physical environment that would
occur and that cannot be avoided, even with the implementation of all feasible mitigation.

DGS/CAL FIRE
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2  PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND

In October 2021, the Department of General Services (DGS) on behalf of the California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) prepared an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the Butte Fire Center
Replacement Project (project). The project proposed the partial demolition and reconstruction of the facilities and
structures associated with the Butte "Magalia” Fire Center (BFC), a California Conservation Corp (CCC)/CAL FIRE joint
fire base. The IS/MND identified mitigation measures for biological resources, cultural resources, geological resources
(paleontological), hazardous materials, and tribal cultural resources. The IS/MND was adopted by CAL FIRE and the
project approved in December 2021 (State Clearinghouse Number 2021100194).

Since then, a statewide historical evaluation of all CAL FIRE facilities has been prepared. The evaluation contained a
review of built environment structures and recommended that the BFC is eligible for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP), the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR), and as a California Historical Landmark
(CHL) as a historic district for its contribution to history and its architecture. As a result, impacts related to demolition
and/or removal of any listed or eligible built environment resources must be evaluated through the preparation of an
EIR. While some proposed elements of the project have been further refined (e.g., new building square footages), the
proposed project remains largely the same as the project evaluated in the 2021 IS/MND.

2.2 PROJECT OBJECTIVES

As CEQA lead agency, CAL FIRE has selected the following project objectives, consistent with those identified in the
2021 1S/MND. The objectives of the project are to:

» Continue to support the mission of the CCC and the revenue stream generated from its activities.

» Respond to wildland fires, search and rescue, and flood fighting incidents as well as fire hazard reduction and
other community projects.

» Provide training and supervision of fire crews and forest practice operations.
» Continue to operate and provide employment associated with the site’s auto repair shop.
» Modernize facility to meet current building standards and support equipment needs.

» Increase CAL FIRE capacity to serve the region and provide adequate protection during fire events.

2.3 PROJECT LOCATION

The project site is located at 6640 Steiffer Road (Accessor Parcel Number 065-110-058) in Magalia, unincorporated
Butte County (Figure 2-1). The 84.1-acre site is located west of Paradise Lake and 1.75 miles north of the
neighborhood of Paradise Pines. The project site is surrounded by forested land, with residential uses located
approximately 1,500 feet south of the project site. The site has a moderate slope, descending about 30 feet from west
to east, with an additional 10-foot drop to the Captain’s barracks in the northeast. Vegetation varies, and includes
grasslands, barren patches, and dense forests.

2.4 BUTTE FIRE CENTER BACKGROUND

The BFC, originally established in 1949 as Magalia Camp, was a joint operation between CAL FIRE and the California

Department of Corrections (CDC). The CDC withdrew in 1973, and in 1974, the facility reopened as the Butte Ecology
Center under CAL FIRE and the California Ecology Corps. After the Ecology Corps ended in 1978, it became the BFC,
jointly managed by CAL FIRE and CCC until 2003, when the CCC withdrew (Butte County 2025).
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From 2003 to 2016, CAL FIRE used the facility for regional firefighter training. In 2016, CAL FIRE and CCC resumed
joint operations as a fire crew facility. In 2021, the center was renamed Magalia Fire Center to align with statewide
naming conventions.

Today, the center houses CCC Corpsmembers and operational staff. As Type 1 fire crews, the CCC Corpsmembers
respond to wildfires, floods, calls for rescue, and more, and engage in community and hazard reduction projects
when not on active incidents. CAL FIRE staff supervise, train, and support operations, including running a full auto
repair shop. The facility was recently renamed by CAL FIRE to be called the Magalia Fire Center, but project
documents still refer to the facility as Butte Fire Center.

2.5 PROPOSED PROJECT

2.5.1 Project Characteristics

Consistent with the 2021 1S/MND, the project would involve demolition of 22 buildings and structures and four water
tanks, as well as construction and renovation of the existing CCC/CAL FIRE multi-building complex. All 22 buildings
and structures are contributors to the historic district which is comprised of 25 buildings and structures. A former
gazebo and greenhouse collapsed from a snowstorm in early 2023.

Eleven buildings and structures would be retained: three dormitories, mess hall, two apparatus garages, electrical
gear building (west of the two apparatus garages), saw/tool shop, two equipment storage structures (directly west of
current greenhouse), and a portable building. Construction activities would occur under four sequences (two
demolition and two construction sequences). The project would include construction of 20 new buildings, four solar
photovoltaic covered parking canopies, one fueling area canopy and one vehicle wash area canopy. Onsite
improvements would consist of grading and paving for internal fire access and pedestrian accessibility upgrades,
retaining walls, as well as a new domestic water distribution system, fire water distribution system, sewer collection
system, stormwater management system, propane distribution system, underground electrical power distribution
system, lighting, vehicle fueling, and landscaping.

SEQUENCE 1

Sequence 1 would involve demolition of seven structures and buildings, including the existing warehouse,
greenhouse, shed (associated with the greenhouse), abandoned building, storage building (associated with the
abandoned building), gym, and well pump (Figure 2-2). Because lead-based paint and asbestos, as well as other
hazardous building materials (e.g., universal waste, mercury switches, smoke detectors with radioactive elements), are
present in buildings identified for demolition, materials would be properly handled, removed, and hauled to an
approved landfill or other facility authorized to accept such materials for disposal.

Utility trenching and installation activities would also occur under this sequence and would include removal of
portions and relocation of existing utility infrastructure as well as construction of new storm drains and landscape
drains, sewer pipe connections, a public fire water main, and installation of a new fire hydrant.

SEQUENCE 2

Sequence 2 would involve construction of new buildings and occupancy of structures. Specifically, this sequence
would include a new administration building, Captain’s barracks, six crew dormitories, laundry building, warehouse,
three apparatus garages, electrical gear building, training building, multipurpose building, auto shop, fueling
structure, vehicle wash, hazmat storage building, water tanks, and a solar array over two parking areas (Figure 2-3). A
portable building would also be introduced during Sequence 2 to be used for CAL FIRE programs. All buildings would
be designed to meet the U.S. Green Building Council’s LEED Silver rating requirements, although registration and
certification will not be pursued.

DGS/CAL FIRE
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Administration Building

The new administration building would be located in the southwest corner of the site along the entrance driveway. It
would include 20 offices, three conference rooms, two records rooms, two open-plan workspaces, a breakroom,
lobby and reception area, restrooms, a janitorial closet, and multiple storage closets. The building would feature
separate wings for CCC and CAL FIRE personnel and would consolidate functions currently housed in separate
buildings. The existing CCC and CAL FIRE administration buildings would be demolished during Sequence 3.

Captain’s Barracks

The new Captain's barracks would be located in the northeast corner of the site. It would include 10 two-person
bedrooms, five bathrooms, a laundry room, fitness room, library, kitchen, pantry, dining area, and coat room. This
facility would replace three existing smaller structures that currently serve as the Captain’s barracks, garage, and
storage. These existing structures would be demolished during Sequence 3.

Crew Dormitories And Laundry

Three existing crew dormitories are located in the northwestern portion of the project site and would be retained.
Sequence 2 would involve construction of an additional six new dormitories — two buildings east of the existing
dormitories, and four buildings north of the existing dormitories.

The new laundry building would be constructed near the four northern crew dormitories to support convenient access
for the CCC Corpsmembers. It would replace the existing laundry facility, which would be demolished in Sequence 3.
The dormitory and laundry area would be connected through a series of pathways along with access to the parking area
west of the new buildings. Corpsmembers live onsite, while some instructors commute from offsite locations.

Warehouse

The new warehouse would be constructed in the eastern portion of the site and would support storage, vehicle
maintenance, and serve as a hub for crew briefings and debriefings. It would include two offices, personal
protection equipment, storage, a laundry intake facility, CCC gear storage, a breakroom, and a bathroom. CCC
Corpsmembers would use the facility each morning and evening to prepare and clean tools, clothing, and
materials for work projects. Designed for high visibility both inside and around the building, the warehouse would
support passive security measures and safe operations. The existing two warehouses would be demolished during
Sequence 1 as well as Sequence 2.

Apparatus Garages and ELectricAL BuilDing

Two existing apparatus buildings and the central repair shop would be retained for equipment storage and repairs.
Under Sequence 2, three new apparatus buildings would be built in the former gravel staging area within the Steiffer
loop road. Additionally, a new electrical gear building containing an electric equipment room, restrooms, and a
storage room would be constructed central to the project site, just north of the existing apparatus buildings.

Training Building

A new training building would be constructed in the center of the project site, featuring two classrooms, two storage
rooms, two offices, a copy room, restrooms, and a break room. The existing training building would be demolished in
Sequence 3. Classroom training for the CCC Corpsmembers typically takes place Monday through Friday from 7:00
a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Multipurpose Building

The new multipurpose building, including an exercise facility, would be built near the existing mess hall and adjacent
to the outdoor, concrete basketball court. It would operate Monday—Friday from 4:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. and on
weekends from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., with additional informal use. During emergencies, it may serve as temporary
worker shelter. The existing gym west of the CAL FIRE administration building would be demolished in Sequence 1.

DGS/CAL FIRE
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Auto Shop, Fueling, and Vehicle Wash

The auto shop would be constructed on the eastern side of the project site along the main driveway. It would include
three vehicle service bays, three offices, a welding room, parts room, saw shop, fluids storage, locker room,
bathroom, break room, and an outdoor covered and fenced tire rack area. The existing auto shop would be
demolished during Sequence 3.

A new fueling structure would be constructed adjacent to the existing fueling area, north of the existing auto shop
along the main driveway and west of the new warehouse. A new vehicle wash and an adjacent equipment enclosure
would be constructed in the eastern portion of the project site, near the new auto shop.

Hazmat Storage Building

The hazmat storage building and a 3,000-gallon split fuel tank would be constructed southeast of the new apparatus
buildings. The fuel tank would store 1,000 gallons of gasoline and 2,000 gallons of diesel. The hazmat building would
include three rooms, featuring a bulk fluids room for 55-gallon drums and a torch storage room.

Water Tanks
Two 170,000-gallon water tanks (fire and domestic water) above ground will be added to the site entrance, adjacent
to the staging area.

Utility and Solar Infrastructure

A 20-foot-wide Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) pole line easement currently bisects the site. As part of project
construction activities, the utility line would be undergrounded through the central portion of the site and PG&E
would continue to supply electricity to the project site. The site is also served by existing propane tanks; one new tank
is proposed to serve the demand of new buildings.

The Del Oro Water Company currently supplies water to the site, and the existing water main in Steiffer Road is
adequate for continued service. New domestic and fire water distribution systems would connect each building to the
existing water supply. Fire water improvements would include storage tanks (to be located along the site entrance at
Steiffer Road), a pump and pressure system, fire hydrants, backflow prevention, and a fire pump to enhance pressure
for the fire suppression system.

A new 55,552-square-foot retention basin would be installed in the same area as the existing basin, north of the
proposed multipurpose and apparatus buildings. It would be designed to capture stormwater runoff from a 100-year
storm event. Excess water would flow through a designated overflow with cobble and sheet flow, following existing
drainage patterns. A previously abandoned septic system would be removed as needed for the basin’s installation.

A photovoltaic (PV) solar array would be installed on canopies over new parking areas—constructed in Sequence 2—
west of the dormitory and laundry areas. The PV system would connect to the site's electrical system to offset the fire
center’s energy use. The PV system would operate independently and would not be tied into the PG&E grid.

SEQUENCE 3

Sequence 3 would involve demolition of 17 structures and buildings. The demolition consists of the existing CAL FIRE
building, CCC administration building, auto shop and two sheds, laundry building, storage building and garage,
fueling station, crew dormitory, training building, warehouse, and Captain’s barracks (two barracks, two associated
garages, and a shed) (Figure 2-4). As described above, many of these new (i.e., replacement) buildings would be
constructed in Sequence 2.

Any hazardous materials (e.g., lead-based paint, asbestos) encountered during demolition activities would be properly
handled, removed, then hauled to an approved landfill or other facility authorized to accept such materials for disposal.
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SEQUENCE 4

Sequence 4 would involve final site plan work within the site, including paving new parking lots, incorporation of
concrete walkways and connection pathways, and retaining walls (Figure 2-5). A new outdoor area would be
constructed south of the mess hall and a hose wash rack area would be installed southwest of the warehouse.
Construction staging under Sequence 4 would be located south of Steiffer Road (west of the proposed hose wash
racks), and east of the new water tanks at the site entrance.

SITE ACCESS AND PARKING

The site has one main access point from Steiffer Road; a secondary forest road forms a loop from the north end back
to Steiffer Road. The main driveway off Steiffer Road, located at the southwest corner of the project site, would be
repaved and widened to ease traffic flow. A new (paved) internal road would connect facilities via the PG&E
easement. The gravel road to the Captain’s barracks would be upgraded (paved), and a central gravel staging area
would be paved to form a loop road for better vehicle circulation. A new overflow staging area would be added in
the south after demolishing existing structures. The project includes 234 dedicated parking spaces.

2.5.2 Project Changes

As previously described, the 2021 I1S/MND evaluated the partial demolition and reconstruction of the facilities and
structures associated with the BFC. The project evaluated in the 2021 IS/MND is largely consistent with the proposed
project described above in Section 2.5, Project Characteristics, however, because the BFC is now eligible for listing in
the NRHP, the CRHR, and as a CHL as a historic district, impacts related to demolition and/or removal of any listed or
eligible built environment resources must be evaluated.

Minor changes, such as refinement of building square footages, have been made through the preparation of final site
design plans, which were completed in February 2025. The 2021 IS/MND assessed approximately 64,000 square feet
of new buildings and demolition of 42,743 square feet of existing structures, resulting in a net increase of 21,257
square feet of new structures. The final site plan revealed a total of 67,331 square feet of new occupied structures.
While the revised project would include approximately 3,300 additional square feet of building area, the project
objectives, staff capacity, function, and scale are the same as originally evaluated, and the minor increase in square
footage is insufficient to result in increased environmental effects. The final site plan can be viewed in Figure 2-6.

DGS/CAL FIRE
2-6 Butte Fire Center Replacement Project Draft EIR



Ascent

Project Description

SITE PLAN LEGEND

e PROUECTEOMDEDAREA

EXISTING FACLITY TOREMAN

AREAOF DEMCLITION WORK - SEE
ENLARGED PLAN SHEETS ADMOTHROUGH
A4 FOR SPECIRC DEMOLITION WORK TO
BE PERFORMED IN THESE AFREAS.

FROJECT ENVIRONMENTAL BOUNDARY

ERERERDEEDEE

SHEET NOTES
AL TEMS ARE EXFSTING TO REMAR, UNO.
[ror E FROPANE TAMKS
crEwWDaRM E BASKETEALL COURT
AEPARATUS GARAGE @ STANDFIPE 8BACKFLOW PREVENTER
A TOOL SHOP Ezl urveox
EAURMENT STORAGE 1 REMOVED I LATER SQUENGE e
EQUEMENT STORAGE 2 FROPANE TANKS TOBE REMOVED
FIREHYDRANT | HOSE BOXTOBEREFT QPERATIONAL
ELECTRICAL BULDING F2d  cummo consTmucmon ao remveD mLaTeR
=aumice
PTG COLLECTION TatecS

FIRE HYDRANT | HOSE BOX TOBE KEFT OPERATIONAL
AMD REFLACED M LATER SEQUENCE
ROCK WALL

OCMCRETE STEFS

0 63 126

[ — S—

FEET

N
|
|
i

20240029.25 GRX 001

ZE=Y

MATCHLINE

SEE SHEET 4

MATCHL!NE = SEE SHEET A042

MATCHLINE- SEE SHEET A041

DEMO
GREENHOUSE '

— il

Source: Image produced and provided by Nichols Melburg & Rossetto Architects + Engineers in 2024; adapted by Ascent in 2025.

Figure 2-2 Sequence 1 Plan - First Demolition
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Figure 2-3 Sequence 2 Plan - New Construction
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Sequence 3 Plan - Second Demolition
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Figure 2-5 Sequence 4 Plan - Final Site Work
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Ascent Project Description

2.5.3 Project Construction and Access

Demolition of the 22 buildings and structures and four water tanks is anticipated to begin in Quarter 3 of 2026.
Construction activities would occur over a period of 24 to 30 months.

As discussed above, project construction activities would occur through sequences 1through 4. Activities would occur
within a 29-acre area of the project site and would involve demolition of existing buildings and structures, site clearing,
grading, preparation (including preparation of building foundations), as well as construction of new buildings, parking
areas, landscaping and utility connections. Approximately 42,000 cubic yards of earth would be excavated and
approximately 33,000 cubic yards of fill would be required onsite. Excess excavated materials would be hauled off-site.

Primary access to the site is available via Steiffer Road. During construction, access to the site would remain open and
temporary traffic controls would be implemented to direct vehicles and employees entering and existing the site, as
well as for designated parking areas. Construction staging would occur within the site, with overflow vehicles directed
towards the southern portion of the site during Sequence 4.

CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT

The following construction equipment is anticipated to be used during project construction:

» concrete/industrial saw, » boom lift,

» rubber-tired or track dozer, » construction elevator,
» tractors/loaders/backhoes, » scissor lift,

» excavators, » forklift,

» bobcats, » concrete trucks,

» drill rig, » concrete pump trucks,
» off-highway trucks, » roller/compactor,

» grader, » generator set,

>  scraper, » welding machine,

» crane, » Ccompressor,

» tower crane, » haul trucks, and

» man-lift, » painting equipment.

Where feasible and available, diesel construction equipment would be powered by Tier 3 or Tier 4 engines as
designated by the California Air Resources Board (CARB) and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. In addition, if
available for on-site delivery, diesel construction equipment would be powered with renewable diesel fuel that is
compliant with California’s Low Carbon Fuel Standards and certified as renewable by the CARB executive officer.

2.5.4 Project Operation

The BFC is currently staffed by 33 full-time CAL FIRE staff, including one division chief, 11 fire captains, one fire
engineer, one stationary engineer, one office technician, four resource management technicians, one environmental
scientist, nine forestry technicians, one forestry assistant, two heavy equipment mechanics, and one heavy equipment
operator. Approximately 100 combined CCC operational staff and Corpsmembers operate at the BFC. CCC staff
includes one district director, one conservation supervisor, eight conservationists, four administrative staff, three
cooks, five special Corpsmembers, and 80 Corpsmembers.
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2.6 POTENTIAL PERMITS AND APPROVALS REQUIRED

For the purposes of CEQA, the term "Responsible Agency” includes all public agencies other than the Lead Agency
that have discretionary approval power over the project (CEQA Guidelines Section 15381). Discretionary approval
power may include such actions as issuance of a permit, authorization, or easement needed to complete some aspect
of the proposed project. It is anticipated that approval from various agencies and departments, listed below, would
be required to complete construction of the project.

» State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) - SHPO consultation and PRC 5024.5 concurrence
» State Fire Marshal - Fire suppression and code compliance review

» Division of the State Architect - Approval for Americans with Disabilities Act

» Butte County Air Quality Management District - Air Permit and Authority to Construct Permit
» Butte County Public Health Department - Wastewater Permit

» Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board - Construction General Permit

DGS/CAL FIRE
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3  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

APPROACH TO THE ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

As described in Chapter 2, "Project Description,” CAL FIRE prepared an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
(IS/MND) for the Butte Fire Center (BFC) Replacement Project in 2021, which is hereby incorporated by reference into
this analysis (see Appendix B). Though the IS/MND was adopted and the project approved by CAL FIRE in December
2021, since then, a statewide historical evaluation of all CAL FIRE facilities has been prepared. Results of the evaluation
recommended that the BFC is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, the California Register of
Historical Resources, and as a California Historical Landmark for its contribution to history and its architecture.
Because of this, further analysis was determined necessary to evaluate potential impacts to historical resources as part
of this EIR. Chapter 3.1, “Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources,” presents analysis related to archaeological, historical,
and Tribal cultural resources. All other resource topic evaluations from the 2021 IS/MND are discussed below.

This chapter is organized by environmental resource category. For each, the analysis includes an integrated
discussion of the existing environmental conditions, potential environmental effects (including direct and indirect
impacts), and measures to reduce significant effects, where feasible, associated with implementation of the project.

Chapter 4, "Other CEQA Sections,” includes an analysis of the project’s growth-inducing impacts, as required by
Section 21100(b)(5) of CEQA. Chapter 5, “Alternatives,” presents a reasonable range of alternatives and evaluates the
environmental effects of those alternatives relative to the proposed project, as required by Section 15126.6 of the
State CEQA Guidelines.

TERMINOLOGY USED IN THE EIR

This Draft EIR uses the following terms to describe the level of significance of impacts identified during the
environmental analysis:

» Significant and Unavoidable Impact: An impact that exceeds the defined threshold of significance and cannot be
eliminated or reduced to a less than significant level through the implementation of feasible mitigation measures.

» Potentially Signifi