UGS

GENERAL SERVICES
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection California Department of General Services

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF
AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT
FOR THE BUTTE FIRE CENTER REPLACEMENT PROJECT

Date: September 19, 2025

To: Responsible Agencies, Trustee Agencies, and Interested Persons

Subject: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Butte Fire Center Replacement Project
Lead Agency: California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

Comment Period: September 19, 2025 —October 20, 2025

In accordance with the provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the California Department of
Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) and the Department of General Services (DGS) have determined that the proposed Butte
Fire Center Replacement Project (project) will require preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). The
purpose of this Notice of Preparation (NOP) is to provide an opportunity for the public, interested parties, and public
agencies to comment on the scope and proposed content of the EIR.

This NOP initiates the CEQA scoping process. CAL FIRE is the CEQA lead agency for preparation of the EIR.
Documents related to this project will be available for review on the CAL FIRE website at:
https://calfire.app.box.com/s/6uzjbg146cfn018h1jw98871hp740x7t/folder/238725157425.

1.1 PROVIDING COMMENTS

Written and/or email comments in response to the NOP should be provided at the earliest possible date but must be
received by 4:00 p.m. on October 20, 2025. Please send all comments to:

Stephanie Coleman

707 3™ Street, 4" Fl

West Sacramento, CA 95605
E-mail: environmental@dgs.ca.gov

If you are from an agency that will need to consider the EIR when deciding whether to issue permits or other
approvals for the project, please provide the name of a contact person. Comments provided by email should include
the name and mailing address of the commenter in the body of the email.

Butte Fire Center Replacement Project
Environmental Impact Report Notice of Preparation 1


https://calfire.app.box.com/s/6uzjbg146cfn018h1jw98871hp740x7t/folder/238725157425

.Red Bluff

TEHAMA COUNTY "I Sy 0 e coliniTy [
4 i f = N
4 Y
#Tehama & .lr ‘
!

Magalia
Chic:g I.Parac.iis.e $

3 — L L
GLENN & - B

&=
CouNTY S BUTTE COUNTY 1-3,-4'
"

= mad Project Site

0 200 400
| { FEET

2022 NAIP Imagery
20240029.25 GIS 002
- —

Source: Adapted by Ascent in 2025.

Figure 1 Project Location

Butte Fire Center Replacement Project
2 Environmental Impact Report Notice of Preparation



SITE PLAN LEGEND r T\%/ " . SHERNA3S _\_7_ =
. ) I
. NEW COMPLETED FACILITY I
:&R‘FT'“R?JWMT& I
- .. PROJECT BONDED AREA I
SHT# e |
. St A \ S |
) peEnaUDnG) I I I &, R i ,I,/ ’ l I
r _______ TSHEETAO30  — T . T T T T y e I S Ei\ ~ A |
—— N APPARATUS . . ge. QRSN 4 /
Fom - e — — [ — T O ofc. 7 // - i I
| e CREW DORMS | GARAGES [ N\ - 4= y T
| / v - | . ,,..__ '.EIE _® S{TAG’ﬁGARE”A a |
7.7 i LAUNDRY | N MULTI- PURPOSE" - S l |
I , /" ; : \\ LT l & ﬂl‘ 'n_‘ ] o 11 | I
I /}\_ g 5 P \‘:- - P 1\\\ —ﬂ = 1\. \_l ) - :|_ \:‘ . .\l
Y e S o e 43
e K& e A S SN DAY | ,
L 2T alb) )4 ¥ Vi o T U | —- E®CF |
I . \ o 1 i .Q"“ L) I'»\\,\" . : ~ j ot _ _-r-:‘ "_'/:‘:) ':Q s MODULAR I
I ‘ y‘1 i g . .:"-‘.\ {,-—-\ ° - ; % il T - # ' {j jq_’. AUTO SHOP I I
AN T ’ ‘\ Y Z ) e eH!gA(m o
S 8 | * —~,—1 HAZMAT
L. -0‘[‘,_\ \\ Al i g§ ‘-,.\‘ |
| \i o ! - . E'-EC" GEN |- . - Vs VEHICLE WASHII
| “. : ’ LR o U - / WAREHOUSE ] |
I ®crew - | St () R - S S R |
. W0 e | BaskeTeaLL || (E) REPAIR SHOP a - \
|| DORMS (E) MESS HALLE T e | _ (E) WARE- /~___ I S l |
e : Ve I | L—— { - sHEETA032 \.__ HOUSE; Al i [/’
v EETA030 DR A s SHEET A033 7 NEW |
_— 1";' -Si' Sl o ; _ SERVICE I
~ % \|‘ ; i .o - — / : YARD ._ff:, I
NI oo S\t T # b
R ADMI . . '
- [ - f .”
e = (E) APPARATUS - = /. :
._ - _.I__?. I s — ] J}. ] ’ I
: \ ‘ ‘ i i B = i ~ If / l I
if = Ryt J |: ; +—JFUEL ISLAND] |
5 8 ma o i |
- .. ; i L] I
P o<t L1
@ Moo 0 rvessi] A | 2 ) SIg h |
0 63 126 N o — " Lad ) —&0 e (E) GREENHOUSE
C—————— W \’\; - - - *_;*_*_;j— ——E—ﬁuf;% “ n - TOWER RACKS °_ IJJ!LIJ : I
FEET " |/ e 73 %ﬁ ! |
20240029.25 GRX 006 ____LCFECE,AE_ME'_____,(E_)S,T_AaﬁeﬁEAJ__n,___._______._____._J..__._____._._._.._l

Source: Image produced and provided by Nichols Melburg & Rossetto Architects + Engineers in 2024; Adapted by Ascent in 2025.

Figure 2 Project Site Plan
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1.2 PROJECT LOCATION

The project site is located at 6640 Steiffer Road (Accessor Parcel Number 065-110-058) in Magalia, in
unincorporated Butte County. The 29.8-acre site is located west of Paradise Lake and 1.75 miles north of the Town
of Paradise. The project site is surrounded by forested land. Residential uses are located approximately 1,500 feet
south of the project site.

1.3 PROJECT BACKGROUND

In October 2021, DGS prepared an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the Butte Fire Center
Replacement Project. The project proposed the partial demolition and reconstruction of the facilities and structures
associated with the Butte Fire Center, a California Conservation Corp (CCC)/CAL FIRE joint fire base. The IS/MND
identified mitigation measures for biological resources, cultural resources, geological resources (paleontological),
hazardous materials, and tribal cultural resources. The IS/MND was approved/adopted by CAL FIRE on

December 14, 2021.

Since then, a statewide historical evaluation of all CAL FIRE facilities has been prepared. The evaluation contained a
review of built environment structures and recommended that the Butte Fire Center is eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places, the California Register of Historical Resources, and as a California Historical
Landmark for its contribution to history and its architecture. As a result, impacts related to demolition and/or removal
of any listed or eligible built environment resources must be evaluated through the preparation of an EIR.

1.4 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Consistent with the 2021 I1S/MND, the project would involve demolition of approximately 20 of the 25 historic
buildings as well as construction and renovation of the existing CCC/CAL FIRE multi-building complex. Construction
activities would occur under four sequences (two demolitions and two construction sequences). The project would
include construction of 20 new buildings, four solar photovoltaic covered parking canopies, one fueling area canopy
and one vehicle wash area canopy. Onsite improvements would consist of grading and paving for internal access
upgrades, retaining walls, as well as a new domestic water distribution system, fire water distribution system, sewer
collection system, propane distribution system, lighting, vehicle fueling, and landscaping.

Construction activities would occur within a 16-acre area of the project site and would result in 67,331 square feet of new
structures including an administrative building, captain’s barracks, laundry building, training building, auto shop,
warehouse, six crew dormitory buildings, apparatus garages, electric building, multi-purpose building, and vehicle wash
building. Buildings and structures that would remain include the mess hall, three crew dormitory buildings, an apparatus
garage, saw/tool shop, two equipment storage structures, electrical building, septic collection tanks, portable building,
gazebo deck, basketball court, as well as several accessory elements (e.g., rock wall, concrete steps, etc.).

Primary access to the site would remain along Steiffer Road. Construction staging would occur within the site, with
overflow vehicles directed towards the southern portion of the site. Construction activities would occur over a period
of 24 to 30 months and would commence in Quarter 2 of 2026.

1.4.1 Responsible Agencies

For the purposes of CEQA, the term “Responsible Agency” includes all public agencies other than the Lead Agency
that have discretionary approval power over the project (CEQA Guidelines Section 15381). Discretionary approval
power may include such actions as issuance of a permit, authorization, or easement needed to complete some
aspect of the proposed project. It is anticipated that approval from various agencies and departments, listed
below, will be required to complete construction of the project.
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Responsible Agency Discretionary Approval

State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) SHPO consultation and PRC 5024.5 concurrence
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board Construction General Permit
Butte County Air Quality Management District Air Permit
Authority to Construct Permit
Butte County Public Health Department Wastewater Permit
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection Timber Harvesting Plan
State Fire Marshal Fire suppression and code compliance review
Division of the State Architect Approval for Americans with Disabilities Act

1.5 ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES TO BE ADDRESSED IN THE EIR

DGS has determined that implementing the project may result in significant environmental impacts; therefore, an EIR
will be prepared. As allowed under State CEQA Guidelines Section 15060(d) (when the decision to prepare an EIR has
already been made), DGS has elected not to prepare an IS and will instead begin work directly on the EIR. DGS will
prepare a focused EIR that will incorporate analysis from the 2021 IS/MND prepared for the project. The focused EIR
will contain one detailed resource section (Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources) and will identify feasible mitigation
measures, if available, to reduce potentially significant impacts. The focused EIR will also contain a summary
evaluation of impacts evaluated in the 2021 IS/MND, impact conclusions and mitigation measures previously
identified.

As required by CEQA, the EIR will describe existing conditions and evaluate the potential environmental effects of the
proposed project and a reasonable range of alternatives, including the no-project alternative. It will address direct,
indirect, and cumulative effects. The EIR will also discuss potential growth-inducing impacts and summarize
significant and unavoidable environmental effects.

1.6 ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS

In accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines (14 California Code of Regulations [CCR] Section 15082), DGS has
prepared this NOP to inform agencies and interested parties that an EIR will be prepared for the above-referenced
project. The purpose of an NOP is to provide sufficient information about the project and its potential environmental
impacts to allow agencies and interested parties the opportunity to provide a meaningful response related to the
scope and content of the EIR, including mitigation measures that should be considered and alternatives that should
be addressed (State CEQA Guidelines 14 CCR Section 15082[b]).

Following completion of the 30-day NOP public review period, DGS will incorporate relevant information into the
Draft EIR, including results of public scoping and technical studies. The Draft EIR will be circulated for public review
and comment for 45-day public review period. All parties that have requested to be included on the project mailing
list will be provided a Notice of Availability of the Draft EIR.
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