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Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

County Clerk 
County of: _M_a_d_er_a ____ _ 
200 W 4th St 

Madera, CA 93637 

Project Title: Maple Meadows 

Project Applicant: Self-Help Enterprises 

Project Location - Specific: 

From: (Public Agency): City of Chowchilla 
130 S 2nd Street 

Chowchilla, CA 93610 

(Address) 

1618 Meadows Street (APNs 001-330-001 and 002 

Project Location - City: Chowchilla Project Location - County: _M_a_d_e_r_a _ ____ _ 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 

The Project consists of the construction and operation of a new 160-unit low-income 
multi-family residential development and the associated improvements. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: _C_h_o_w_c_h_i_lla _ _____ ___________ _ 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: _S_e_lf_-_H_e_lp_E_n_te_r_p_ri_se_s _ ____ ______ _ 

Exempt Status: (check one): 
0 Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1 ); 15268); 

D Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3) ; 15269(a)); 

□ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

[!] Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: _1_5_0_6_1 (_b_)(_3_) ______ ___ _ 

D Statutory Exemptions. State code number: _ _ ________________ _ 

Reasons why project is exempt: 

See attached 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: Jaime Quintana Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (559) 665-8615 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
2. Has a Notice. o/ -Jx · e e1mption been filed by the public agency approving the project? ■ Yes No 

Signature: ~ Date: 05/23/2025 Title : DirectorofCommunityandEconomicDevelopment 

■ Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

Date Received for filing at OPR: ____ _ 

Revised 2011 

Print ~orm 

jaymie brauer
Typewritten Text
See full project description on attached sheet. 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The Maple Meadows project is a two-phase, multi-family affordable rental housing development on 
a 5.69-acre site located at the northeast corner of Washington Road and Maple Street on Assessor's 
Parcel Number (APN) 001-330-0001 and 001-330-002. Each phase will provide 80 units of 
affordable housing for residents under 60% of area median income (AMI) and 80 on-site parking 
spaces. 

This phase of development will consist of nine (9) residential buildings; six (6) will have three stories 
and three (3) will have two stories. The development will consist of 34 one bedroom units of 590 
square feet, 24 two-bedroom units of 800 square feet, and 22 three bedroom units of 1,300 square 
feet. Twenty (20) of these units will be used to house homeless persons or persons at risk of 
homelessness. 

EXEMPTION 

• Section 15268: Ministerial Projects: 
a. Ministerial projects are exempt from the requirements of CEQA. The determination for 

what is "ministerial" can most appropriately be made by the particular public agency 
involved based upon its analysis of its own laws, and each public agency should make 
such determination either as a part of its implementing regulations or on a case-by-case 
basis. 

b . In the absence of any discretionary provision contained in the local ordinance or other 
law establishing the requirements for the permit, license, or other entitlement for use, the 
following actions shall be presumed to be ministerial: 

1. Issuance of building permits. 
2. Issuance of business licenses. 
3. Approval offinal subdivision maps. 
4. Approval of individual utility service connections and disconnections. 

c. Each public agency should, in its implementing regulations or ordinances, provide an 
identification or itemization of its projects and actions which are deemed ministerial 
under the applicable laws and ordinances. 

• Section15061(b)(3): Common Sense Exemption: The activity is covered by the common sense 
exemption that CEQA applies only to projects which have the potential for causing a significant 
effect on the environment. Where it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the 
activity in question may have a significant effect on the environment, the activity is not subject to 
CEQA. 

REASONS WHY PROJECT IS EXEMPT 

The Project is located within the City of Chowchilla and is designated under the Chowchilla General 
Plan as High Density Residential and is consistently zoned R-H (High Density Residential). Pursuant 
to the City of Chowchilla Zoning Ordinance, Section 18.08.020, multi-family dwellings with five or 
more units per building is a permitted use in the R-H zone district. Therefore, as a permitted use, and 
consistent with the development standards of the High Density Residential Zone development 
standards under Chapter 18.16 of the Chowchilla Zoning Ordinance, the Project is considered 
ministerial and does not require a discretionary action. 

In consideration of the Project's consistency with both the General Plan and zoning, the development 
of the site for multi-family residential would not have significant impacts to transportation. Under 
the Madera County Transportation Commission, Vehicle Miles Traveled Screening Map, the Project 



site is located in a "below average" VMT per capita traffic area zone (TAZ). Pursuant to the State 
Senate Bill 7 43 Technical Advisory, screening thresholds established by maps created with VMT data 
can quickly determine if a project is in a low VMT area, and that new development in such locations 
would likely result in a similar level ofVMT. Therefore, as the Project is located in a "below average" 
VMT per capita area, the Project will have a less than significant effect on VMT. 

CONCLUSION 

The Project will develop a multi-family residential development that complies with the Chowchilla 
General Plan and Zoning Ordinance. As the proposed use is permitted under the Zoning Ordinance, 
the development is considered a ministerial project and does not require a discretionary action . The 
Project is consistent and accounted for in the General Plan for transportation impacts, and is located 
in a below average VMT area. Additionally, as described above, the Project site is located in an urban 
area that has minimal potential for biological and cultural resources. A review of regulatory 
databases indicate that the site has not had any past hazardous waste facility or cleanup event 
associated with the site. Therefore, the Project will not result in an environmental impact. 

As discussed above the Project would not result in a significant environmental impact and is 
consistent the provisions of Section 15267 and Section 15061(b)(3) as per Section 21084 of the 
Public Resources Code. 



State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife 

2025 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE 
CASH RECEIPT 
DFW 753.5a (REV. 01/01/25) Previously DFG 753.5a 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 
LEAD AGENCY LEADAGENCY EMAIL 

RECEIPT NUMBER: 

20-05272025-037 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If applicable) 

DATE 

CITY OF CHOWCHILLA JQUINTANA@CITYOFCHOWCHILLA.ORG 05/27/2025 

COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING 

MADERA 

PROJECT TITl.E 

MAPLE MEADOWS 

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME 

SELF-HELP ENTERPRISES 

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS 

8445 W ELOWIN COURT 

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box) 

D Local Public Agency D School District 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 

D Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

D Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) 

~ 

PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL 

AVISHAB@SELFHELPENTERPRISES. 

CITY 

VISALIA 
STATE 

CA 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 

,2025037 

PHONE NUMBER 

~59).B31-2476 

ZIP CODE 

93291 

0 Other Special District 0 State Agency [X] Private Entity 

$ __________ _ 

D Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due direcUy to CDFW 

$4,123.50 

$2,968.75 

$1,401 .75 
$ ----------­

$ ------------

~ Exempt from fee 

IX] Notice of Exemption (attach) 

D CDFW No Effect Determination (attach) 

D Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy) 

D Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Contrd Board only) 

~ County documentary handling fee 

$850.00 $ 

$ 

s D Other 

PAYMENT METHOD: 

D Cash IX) Credit 0 Check D Other TOT AL RECEIVED $ 

AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

Anne Marks Shitanishi, Deputy County Clerk-Recorder 

ORIG INAI. - PROJECT APPLICANT COPY - CDFW/ASB COPY - LEAD AGENCY COPY - COUNTY CLERK 

$50.00 

$50.00 

DFW 753.Sa (Rev. 01012025) 




