
 

C O U N T Y  O F  H U M B O L D T  

P L A N N I N G  A N D  B U I L D I N G  D E P A R T M E N T  

 
3015 H Street  • Eureka CA 95501 

Phone: (707) 445-7541  •  Fax: (707) 268-3792 

http://www.humboldtgov.org/156 

 

 

 
 

 

 

September 18, 2025 

 

State Clearinghouse 

1400 Tenth Street 

PO Box 3044 

Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

 

RE: Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration for Sacred Groves Inc. Conditional Use 

Permit for a Green Burial Cemetery. Burials of human remains are proposed to occur in single plots 

and family groves at a maximum density of 120 graves per acre. Graves will be dug by hand to 

minimize impacts on plants and soil. Bodies and biodegradable burial materials will be buried in 

the root zone at a minimum depth of 18 inches. The site is currently managed for hay production, 

grazing and forest health and will continue with cemetery operations. Ceremonial tree plantings 

will be watered for one year with water from a rainwater catchment tank. The project will result in 

conversion of some hay field to oak savannah. Entrance to the property will be improved and a 

short driveway, parking area, and a non-residential ceremonial structure will be constructed. 

Visitation to the cemetery will be limited by a locked gate. 

 

This material is being submitted to the State Clearinghouse pursuant to California Administrative 

Code Section 15161.5. Said section requires public agencies to submit their Draft Environmental 

Impact reports and Negative Declarations to the State Clearinghouse for review by State 

Agencies having jurisdiction as Responsible Agency. The State Agencies known by Humboldt 

County to be Responsible Agencies for the referenced application are listed below. 

 

The review period set by the Humboldt County Planning and Building Department for review of 

the Negative Declaration is 30 days effective as of October 15, 2024. Comments may be 

submitted to the Humboldt County Planning and Building Department, 3015 H Street, Eureka, CA 

95501 by November 13, 2024. The draft Negative Declaration and Initial Study are available for 

review at the same location. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Andrew Whitney 

Associate Planner 

Humboldt County Planning & Building 

 

Responsible State Agencies: State Water Resources Control Board, California Department of Fish 

and Wildlife. 


