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Introduction

INTRODUCTION

The subject of this Initial Study is the requested approvals to construct Class II bicycle lanes and a
Class I bicycle and pedestrian path along approximately 0.34 mile of Central Avenue between the
City of Camarillo (City)/California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) right of way (ROW) to
the south and the City of Camarillo (Camarillo)/County of Ventura (County) ROW to the north
(project) in Camarillo. The City is the Lead Agency under the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) for the proposed project.

PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Title: Central Avenue Bike Lanes Project
CIP Number: ST-5102

Project Location: Central Avenue between the U.S. 101 interchange and continuing northwest to the
Camarillo City Limits.

Lead Agency: City of Camarillo: 601 Carmen Drive, Camarillo, CA 93010

Contact Person: Alyssa Yim, Project Manager: (805) 388-5306

PURPOSES OF THE INITIAL STUDY/ MITIGATED NEGATIVE
DECLARATION

This Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) has been prepared in accordance with
relevant provisions of the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970, as amended, the Guidelines
for Implementation of CEQA (CEQA Guidelines) as revised through January 1, 2022, and the City’s
Environmental Guidelines (City of Camarillo, 2020). Section 15063(c) of the CEQA Guidelines
indicates that the purposes of an Initial Study are to:

e Provide the Lead Agency (i.e., the City) with information to use as the basis for deciding whether
to prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) or Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND).

¢ Enable an applicant or Lead Agency to modify a project, mitigating adverse impacts before an
EIR is prepared, thereby enabling the project to quality for an MND.

e Assist the preparation of an EIR, if one is required, by:

e Focusing the EIR on the effects determined to be significant;

¢ Identifying the effects determined not to be significant;

¢ Explaining the reasons why potentially significant effects would not be significant; and

¢ Identifying whether a program EIR, tiering, or another appropriate process can be used for
analysis of the project’s environmental effects.

Central Avenue Bike Lane Project City of Camarillo
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Introduction

e Facilitate environmental assessment early in the design of a project;

e Provide documentation of the factual basis for the finding in a Negative Declaration (ND) that a
project will not have a significant effect on the environment;

¢ Eliminate unnecessary EIRs; and

e Determine whether a previously prepared EIR could be used with the project.

The City of Camarillo Procedures for the Conduct of Initial Studies was used along with other
pertinent information for preparing the IS for this project.

DETERMINATION THAT INITIAL STUDY SHOULD BE
CONDUCTED

If a project is subject to the requirements of CEQA and does not meet any exemption criteria, an IS is
used to determine if the project may have a significant effect on the environment. If the Lead Agency
can determine that an EIR clearly will be required for a project, an IS is not required but may still be
prepared if determined to be desirable. If it is determined that an IS is required for a project, all phases
of project planning, implementation, and operation are considered in the environmental assessment
of the project.

USE OF THE INITIAL STUDY

The IS intended to be used to provide information as the basis for the determination of whether a ND,
MND, or an EIR shall be prepared for a project. The IS shall also be used to identify whether a program
EIR, master EIR. tiering or another appropriate process can be used for analysis of the project’s
environmental effects.

Determining the significance of environmental impacts is a critical and often controversial aspect of
the environmental review process. It is critical because a determination of significance may require
that the project be substantially altered, or that mitigation measures be readily employed to avoid the
impact or reduce it below the level of significance. If the significant impact cannot be reduced or
avoided, an EIR must be prepared. An EIR is a detailed statement that describes and analyzes the
significant environmental impacts of a proposed project, discusses ways to reduce or avoid them, and
suggests alternatives to the project, as proposed, that are capable of reducing or eliminating one or
moresignificant impacts of the project.

Where a project is revised in response to an IS so that potential adverse effects are mitigated to a point
where no significant environmental effects will occur, an MND shall be prepared instead of an EIR. If
the project will still result in one or more significant effects on the environment after mitigation
measures are added to the project, an EIR shall be prepared.

When the IS concludes that no EIR is necessary, the IS also provides documentation of the factual

basis for the finding that the project will not have a significant effect on the environment.

Central Avenue Bike Lane Project City of Camarillo
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ORGANIZATION OF THE INITTIAL STUDY

This IS has been formatted for ease of use and reference. To help the reader locate information of
particular interest, a brief summary of the contents of each section of the IS is provided. The following
sections are contained within the IS:

Introduction: This section introduces the subject of this IS.

Project Description: This section defines the project location, describes the physical characteristics of
the project area, describes the project as proposed by the project applicant, and identifies the
approvals requested of the City for project implementation.

Determination: This section identifies the determination by the City as to whether an ND, MND, or
an EIR shall be prepared for the proposed project.

Evaluation of Environmental Impacts: This section is the primary focus of the IS. An evaluation of
potential environmental impacts is provided for each environmental issue identified in the CEQA
Guidelines Appendix G IS Checklist and the City’s Initial Study Appendix G Environmental Checklist
provided in the City’s adopted CEQA Environmental Guidelines.

DOCUMENTS INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE

The City of Camarillo General Plan (General Plan), as amended through 2023, is applicable to
development of the proposed project area and is hereby incorporated by reference. It is available for
review at:

Public Service Counter

City of Camarillo Department of Public Works
601 Carmen Drive

Camarillo, CA 93010

805-338-5340

Hours
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am through 5:00 pm.
And online at: https://cityofcamarillo.org/departments/community_development/general_plan.php

Central Avenue Bike Lane Project City of Camarillo
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Project Description

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

INTRODUCTION

The City of Camarillo (City) proposes to construct Class II bicycle lanes and a Class I bicycle and
pedestrian path along approximately 0.34-miles of Central Avenue (project) in the City of
Camarillo (Camarillo). The project is located between the Camarillo/California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) right of way (ROW) to the south and the Camarillo/County of Ventura
(County) ROW to the north. Caltrans is the lead agency pursuant to the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) and the City is the lead agency pursuant to the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA).

PURPOSE AND NEED

Purpose
The purpose of the project is to:

e Connect a critical gap in the City’s existing and planned bicycle network;
e Improve safety and increase visibility for roadway users; and
e Improve the existing drainage.

Need

The project would be designed to connect a critical gap on Central Avenue from the existing
unincorporated County bike lanes to the Springville Bike Path. The County’s Class Il bicycle lanes
terminate at the city limits, north of the project. Class I bicycle lanes along Daily Drive currently
terminate at the intersection of Daily Drive and Central Avenue, south of the project. Within the
project limits, there are no existing designated bicycle lanes along either side of Central Avenue;
the current roadway width is not sufficient to accommodate bicycle lanes, and bicyclists are forced
to compete with vehicular traffic for the same roadway. The project is included in the City’s
Bikeway Master Plan and the City of Camarillo General Plan (General Plan) Circulation Element
(City of Camarillo, 2004; City of Camarillo, 2003).

The City’s Local Road Safety Plan identifies Central Avenue from Pasaje Petalos to West Ventura
Boulevard among 10 roadway segments where collisions have the highest degree of relative
severity (City of Camarillo, 2022). There are currently no medians within the project limits. Poor
pavement conditions along the eastern edge of Central Avenue and faded roadway striping
provide poor visibility for roadway users navigating the roadway’s various lane channelizations.

The roadside (earthen) ditch on the eastern side of Central Avenue underperforms due to sediment

Central Avenue Bike Lanes Project City of Camarillo
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buildup, heavy erosion, and deficient pipes and bank failure at a driveway crossing. Between
Ponderosa Drive and U.S. Highway 101 on the western side, roadway runoff sheet flows across
Central Avenue to a low point at the driveway entrance to the Fairfield Inn and Suites. The drainage
then flows onto private property via a parkway drain and sheet flows across the development to
the existing drainage inlets along Del Norte Road, which ultimately leads into the Las Posas Estates
Drain.

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

Project Location

Camarillo is in the southern portion of the county along the U.S. Highway 101 corridor (see Figure 1).
U.S. Highway 101 bisects Camarillo along an east-west alignment. Camarillo is surrounded by
unincorporated county land. The City of Thousand Oaks is to the east and the Cities of Oxnard and
San Buenaventura (Ventura) are to the west. Regional vehicular access to Camarillo is obtained
primarily from U.S. Highway 101 and State Route 34 (SR-34/Lewis Road). Other regional access routes
located close to Camarillo include SR-1 (Pacific Coast Highway) and SR-118.

The project area is on an approximately 0.34-mile segment of Central Avenue between Las Posas Road
to the west and 5th Street to the east. The project area is in the western portion of Camarillo between
the Camarillo/California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) ROW to the south and the
City/County of Ventura (County) ROW to the north (see Figure 2). The project area is visible from the
northbound U.S. Highway 101 on- and off-ramp and intermittently along north- and southbound U.S.
Highway 101.

Description of the Project Area and Existing Land Uses
Existing Facility

The Circulation Element of the General Plan designates Central Avenue as a Secondary Arterial and
identifies the project area as a future Class II bicycle facility (City of Camarillo, 2004). Within the
project area, Central Avenue is a 2-lane roadway with one 12-foot-wide through lane in each direction,
various lane channelization, and right and left-turn lanes. There are currently no medians within the
project area. There is a paved sidewalk along the entire western edge of the project area. In addition,
there are no designated bicycle lanes along either side of the roadway within the project area; a striped
5-foot-wide shoulder is located between Del Norte Road/Ponderosa Drive and the Camarillo limits
on the eastern side of the project area. There is a shoulder on the western side of the roadway from
the city limits to Pasaje Petalos. However, there is no shoulder from Daily Drive to Del Norte
Road/Ponderosa Drive on the eastern side of the roadway. The County’s Class II bicycle lanes end at
the Camarillo limits to the north. Class I bicycle lanes along Daily Drive (Springville Bike Path)
terminate at the intersection of Daily Drive and Central Avenue to the south.

Central Avenue Bike Lane Project City of Camarillo
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The pavement conditions along the eastern edge of the roadway appear to be in poor condition along
Central Avenue. There is an approximately 180-foot-wide area with compacted dirt and no
designated driveway at APN 152017009, which is on the north side of the roadway across from the
Fairfield Inn and Suites. Between Ponderosa Drive and Daily Drive, the project area is relatively flat,
except for an embankment at the northeast corner of Daily Drive. In addition, overhead utility lines
and a high-pressure gas line run longitudinally along the entire eastern side of Central Avenue.

Surrounding Land Use

According to the General Plan, surrounding land uses include Agriculture, Mobile Home, and
General Commercial (see Figure 3) (City of Camarillo, 2004). Mobile Home and General Commercial
properties adjacent to the project area include the Fairfield Inn and Suites and smaller commercial
businesses, and Casa Del Norte Mobile Home Community. The California Department of
Conservation (DOC) has designated the land northeast of the project area as Farmland of Statewide
Importance and land to the southwest as Urban and Built-Up Land (California Department of
Conservation, 2016).

Existing Drainage

On the western side of Central Avenue, there is an existing curb and gutter. Between Del Norte Road
and U.S. Highway 101 on the western side, roadway runoff sheet flows across Central Avenue to a
low point at the driveway entrance to the Fairfield Inn and Suites. The drainage then flows onto
private property via a parkway drain and sheet flows across the development to the existing
drainage inlets along Del Norte Road, which ultimately leads into the Las Posas Estates Drain.

On the eastern side of Central Avenue, there is a roadside (earthen) ditch from Ponderosa Drive to
the city limits that captures runoff from the agricultural lands. The ditch feeds into the Las Posas
Estates Drain, and eventually the Revolon Slough, through an existing culvert under the roadway just
north of Ponderosa Drive. There is limited vegetation in portions of the ditch. In the event of heavy
rainfall, the existing ditch may underperform due to sediment buildup, heavy erosion, and deficient
pipes and bank failure at a driveway crossing across the ditch.

PROPOSED PROJECT

Project improvements involve reconfiguration of Central Avenue to include minimum 10-foot-wide
vehicle lanes with one through lane in each direction, right and left-turn lanes, and intermittent center
medians. There would also be 5-foot-wide Class II bicycle lanes in both directions north of the Del
Norte Road/Ponderosa Drive intersection; south of this intersection, bike traffic would be directed to
the striped bike lane on the east side of the roadway and the west side would have a striped shoulder.

Central Avenue Bike Lane Project City of Camarillo
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The project would include realignment of the intersection of Central Avenue and Del Norte
Road/Ponderosa Drive and traffic signal modifications, as well as roadway striping within a limited
portion of Caltrans ROW. In addition, access would be provided at APN 152-0-17-009 via a
rolled/mountable curb. Between Daily Drive and APN 152-0-17-009, the eastern edge of pavement
would be widened roughly 20 feet to accommodate the Class II bicycle lanes, bicycle buffers, and
provide an accessible curb to APN 152-0-17-009. A roadway embankment would be required on the
northeast corner of Daily Drive to support the widened pavement section. Proposed improvements
would result in an increase of approximately 11,000 square feet of impervious surface area. A small
area of vegetation would be removed during grading and construction of the rectangular channel
along Central Avenue and Daily Drive; no trees are anticipated to be removed as part of the project.

Improvements would also include an approximate 800-foot-long Class I bicycle lane and pedestrian
path between Ponderosa Drive to Daily Drive, east of Central Avenue. The Class I bicycle lane and
pedestrian path would include two 4- to 5-foot-wide bicycle lanes and a 5-foot-wide pedestrian path
to match the portion south of Daily Drive. A mid-block crossing is included along Daily Drive for
bicyclists to cross between the proposed path to the Springville Bike Path. The project would include
the relocation of an electric cabinet at the intersection of Central Avenue and Del Norte Road.

Drainage Improvements

The project would include Green Street measures in accordance with the City’s guidance, the
reconstruction of an existing earthen ditch along the eastern shoulder of Central Avenue between
Ponderosa Drive and the county limits and a new rectangular channel along Daily Drive. The
improvements to the ditch on the east side of Central Avenue, include stabilizing the shape with
proposed concrete lining, improving a driveway with culverts, and replacing the rock slope
protection at the end of the rectangular concrete channel near Daily Drive. The downstream end
of the ditch would include erosion control and energy dissipators and other minor modifications
at the existing Las Posas Estates Drain culvert. The proposed ditch cross section would be
constructed to meet the ditch hydraulics and would fit within existing right-of-way. In addition,
the deficient pipes at the driveway crossing would be replaced with a single 2-foot by 10-foot box
culvert that would improve the drainage beneath the driveway. Dewatering is not anticipated;
however, water diversion may be required. The maximum depth of excavation is anticipated to be
seven feet for drainage improvements.

Drainage improvements would also include a proposed rectangular channel along Central Avenue
and Daily Drive to capture runoff within the public right-of-way in lieu of sheet flowing on to private
property. The runoff from the adjacent hillside would be captured in a new concrete rectangular
channel along the eastern roadway right-of-way and extend southward along Daily Drive and tie
into an existing culvert. Rock slope protection is included at the downstream end, prior to the culvert.
The proposed improvements would match the historical drainage patterns and improve the overall
project drainage patterns. The proposed ditch cross section would be constructed to meet the ditch
hydraulics and would fit within existing ROW. The proposed improvements would also alleviate
the existing ponding at the western driveway location where flows go through a parkway drain and
traverse across private property. Establishment of the intercepting rectangular channel would

Central Avenue Bike Lane Project City of Camarillo
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reduce flows currently sheet flowing across Central Avenue. A bioswale is also being considered on
the west side of the project in the existing landscaped area, within the landscape easement.

Anticipated Construction Schedule

Construction is anticipated to last approximately eight months and would be completed in two
phases. During Phase 1, it is anticipated that the northbound lane would be closed. The center lanes
along Central Avenue would be eliminated and traffic would be shifted west to construct the
improvements along the eastern side of Central Avenue. Phase 1 would include roadway widening,
grind and overlay of existing pavement, construction of a lined drainage ditch, concrete rectangular
channel, and a Class I bicycle and pedestrian path from Ponderosa Drive to the Springville Bike Path.
During Phase 2, it is anticipated the southbound lane would be closed. The center lanes along Central
Avenue would be eliminated and traffic would be shifted east to construct the improvements along
the western side of Central Avenue. Phase 2 would include grind and overlay of the remaining
roadway. During both phases of the project, one through lane would be open at all times, and
continuous access would be provided to all adjacent properties. No detour route would be required;
however, traffic control would be required during construction.

Right of Way

Construction staging would be located within the City’s ROW, on a paved area between the
southbound travel lane and the adjacent property walls. A temporary construction easement (TCE)
may be required from APN 152-0-107-009 for access improvements; though the exact acreage
required is not yet determined, it is anticipated that less than 0.1 acre would be disturbed.
Permanent ROW and/or permanent easements would not be required to complete the project.
During construction, a Caltrans Encroachment Permit would be required for modifying roughly
160 feet of striping within Caltrans ROW.

Vertical Elements

Drainage channel work would require excavating to a depth of up to five feet. If included, the
bioswale would require excavation to a depth of up to four feet. New signs along the roadway and
bike route would be approximately seven to eight feet in height and new signal poles at the
Ponderosa Drive intersection would be approximately 30 feet high. There is a potential conflict
between the proposed project and a high-pressure gas line owned by Southern California Gas
Company (So Cal Gas). If the conflict impacts the project, So Cal Gas would be notified of the
conflict, and would relocate their gas line as a separate action prior to initiation of construction.

DISCRETIONARY ACTIONS AND APPROVALS

The City is the CEQA Lead Agency for the proposed project. The discretionary and ministerial actions
associated with the development of the project include, but are not limited to, the following:

e Waste Discharge Requirements (WDR) under the Porter Cologne Act would be required from

Central Avenue Bike Lane Project City of Camarillo
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the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB).

e National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Construction Stormwater General Permit
(2022-0057-DWQ) authorization would be required from the RWQCB.

e A 1602 Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement from California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW) would be required.

Central Avenue Bike Lane Project City of Camarillo
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at
least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the following

pages.

|E Aesthetics |:| Greenhouse Gas Emissions |:| Public Services
|:| Agriculture & Forestry |:| Hazards & Hazardous |:| Recreation
Resources Materials
[ ] Air Quality X Hydrology & Water Quality ] Transportation
|E Biological Resources |:| Land Use & Planning |E Tribal Cultural Resources
|E Cultural Resources |:| Mineral Resources |:| Utilities & Service Systems
|:| Energy |E Noise |:| Wildfire
] Geology & Soils ] Population & Housing X Mandatory Findings of
Significance
Central Avenue Bike Lanes Project City of Camarillo
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Determination

DETERMINATION

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

[] I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment,
and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

X I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there would not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by
or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION would be
prepared.

L] I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

] I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect (1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and (2) has been
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain
to be addressed.

[] I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

Signature of Lead Agency Representative Date
David Klotzle Director of Public Works
Printed Name Title
Central Avenue Bike Lanes Project City of Camarillo
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EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACTS

INTRODUCTION

This section of the IS contains an evaluation and discussion of impacts associated with each
environmental issue and subject area identified in the CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Initial Study
Checklist and the City’s Initial Study Appendix G Environmental Checklist provided in the City’s
adopted CEQA Environmental Guidelines (City of Camarillo, 2020).

A threshold of significance is an identifiable quantitative, qualitative, or performance level of a
particular environmental effect. The thresholds of significance are based on the thresholds provided
in the City’s adopted CEQA Environmental Guidelines and other sources as noted. The thresholds
of significance have been adopted by the City Council for use in the preparation of NDs, MMDs,
and EIRs for public and private residential, commercial, industrial, institutional, and infrastructure
projects. Under CEQA, impacts are determined to be:

No Impact: The project will result in no direct or indirect impact on the environment.

Less Than Significant Impact: The project will result in a direct or indirect impact on the
environment, but the impact is not substantially adverse.

Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated: The project will result in a potentially
significant adverse impact on the environment, but mitigation measures are identified to reduce
the impact to a less than significant level.

Significant Impact: The project will result in a direct or indirect impact on the environment, and
the impact would be substantially adverse. When preparing an Initial Study for a Draft EIR, the
impact can also be determined to be a Potentially Significant Impact in which the project may result
in a direct or indirect impact on the environment and the impact may be substantially adverse, but
information is not known at the time to determine whether the impact would not be substantially
adverse. If the impact is confirmed to be substantially adverse, it is determined to be a Significant
Impact.

All evaluations take account of the whole action involved, including offsite as well as onsite,
cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational
impacts. The following instructions are associated with the City’s Initial Study Appendix G
Environmental Checklist provided in the City’s adopted CEQA Environmental Guidelines:

1. A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are
adequately supported by the information sources the City cites in the parentheses
following each question. A "No Impact" answer is adequately supported if the referenced

Central Avenue Bike Lane Project City of Camarillo
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information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to projects like the one
involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer should
be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g.,
the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific
screening analysis).

2. All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as
on-site, cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as
well as operational impacts.

3. Once the City staff has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the
checklist answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than
significant with mitigation, or less than significant. "Potentially Significant Impact" is
appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one
or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the determination is made, an EIR is
required.

4. "Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where
the incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially
Significant Impact" to a "Less Than Significant Impact." The analysis must describe the
mitigation measures and briefly explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant
level (mitigation measures from "Earlier Analyses," as described in (5) below, may be cross-
referenced).

5. Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA
process, an effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration
pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief discussion
should identify the following:

a. Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b. Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist
were within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant
to applicable legal standards, and state whether such effects were addressed by
mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

c. Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation
Measures Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures which were
incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the extent to which they
addpress site-specific conditions for the project.

6. City staff and consultants are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to
information sources for potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances).

7. Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used
or individuals contacted should be cited in the discussion.

8. The explanation of each issue should identify:

a. the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and

b. the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than
significance.
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1. AESTHETICS

Less than
Except as provided in Public Potentially Significant Less than
Resources Code Section Significant With Significant No Impact
21099, would the project: Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
a) Have a substantial
adverse effect on a scenic |:| |:| |X| |:|
vista?

b) Substantially damage
scenic resources, including,
but not limited to, trees, rock

outcroppings, and historic |:| |:| |X| |:|
buildings within a state scenic
highway?

) In non-urbanized
areas, substantially degrade
the existing visual character
or quality of public views of
the site and its surroundings?
(Public views are those that
are experienced from publicly |:| |:| |X| |:|
accessible vantage point). If
the project is in an urbanized
area, would the project
conflict with applicable
zoning and other regulations
governing scenic quality?

d) Create a new source
of substantial light or glare,
which would adversely affect |:| |:| |:| |X|
day or nighttime views in the
area’?

Explanation of Checklist Answers

Background

The City has recognized four scenic corridors for “their contributions towards Camarillo’s high
quality of life and are intended to highlight, promote and preserve the community’s scenic and
environmental characteristics and help reflect the community’s character” (City of Camarillo,
2012). One of the scenic corridors identified is U.S. Highway 101, which is adjacent to the project
area.

The project area is in a predominantly rural and agricultural setting with generally flat
topography, except for an embankment at the northeast corner of Daily Drive. The surrounding
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Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 17 September 2025



Evaluation of Environmental Impacts

landscape does not have substantial vertical development and is largely characterized by low-
lying structures, consistent with its rural context. There are no prominent or visually dominant
buildings or features within or immediately adjacent to the project area.

The project corridor runs adjacent to U.S. Highway 101, which is a dominant visual element in the
area, along with associated infrastructure such as signage, utility poles, and fencing. Overall, the
existing visual character is defined by a mix of open rural landscapes and low-density
development typical of transitional edge areas between urban and agricultural uses.

According to the City’s General Plan, land uses adjacent to the project area include agricultural land
to the northeast and mobile home and general commercial designations to the southwest (City of
Camarillo, 2004). The agricultural areas are primarily open fields with minimal built features. The
mobile home areas consist of single-story residences with limited visual variation, and the general
commercial areas include low-scale commercial. Views of the project area from U.S. Highway 101
are of agricultural land, commercial businesses, and Central Avenue, south of Ponderosa.

1a). Less Than Significant Impact. The project would not substantially alter any views of or from
the project area. New vertical elements would not be included in the project. The Class I bicycle
and pedestrian path would be a new visual element in the viewshed. However, the path would
be a minimal visual change from the scenic corridor and would not change the visual setting. The
project would not eliminate permanent views from U.S. Highway 101 of historic sites or large
areas designated for agriculture, open space, or waterways. Therefore, the project would result in
a less than significant impact on a scenic vista.

1b). Less Than Significant Impact. Central Avenue has not been designated by Caltrans as a state
scenic highway; however, U.S. Highway 101, adjacent to the project area, is eligible for scenic
highway designation (California Department of Transportation, 2020). As discussed in (a), the
project would not substantially alter views from U.S. Highway 101 of the project area. In addition,
the project would not change land to urban uses in areas designated for agriculture, open space,
historic sites, or waterways. Therefore, the project would result in a less than significant impact on
a state scenic highway.

1c). Less Than Significant Impact. Table 1 provides a summary of the General Plan policies
governing scenic quality, as outlined in the City’s CEQA Thresholds of Significance and the
applicability/consistency of the project to these policies. As shown in Table 1, the project would
not conflict with applicable planning policies governing scenic quality and impacts.

Table 1. Project Consistency with Applicable Local Policies Governing Aesthetics

General Plan

sy Nl Policy Project Consistency Evaluation
Community Design Element
Through community engagement and Consistent. The project is adjacent to the
Policy CD-1.2.1 | design review, ensure that new City’s designated U.S. Highway 101
development and redevelopment is of scenic corridor. The bike path has been
Central Avenue Bike Lane Project City of Camarillo
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General Plan
Policy Number

Policy

Project Consistency Evaluation

high-quality design, is aesthetically
pleasing and contributes to a positive
image for Camarillo.

designed in accordance with Scenic
Corridor Design Guidelines and Street
and Corridor Guidelines outlined in the
Community Design Element of the
General Plan.

Policy CD-1.2.3

Require that the architecture and site
design of new developments are
compatible with the surrounding
context.

Consistent. The project is located along
an existing roadway. The bike path has
been designed in accordance with Scenic
Corridor Design Guidelines and Street
and Corridor Guidelines outlined in the
Community Design Element of the
General Plan.

Policy CD-1.4.1

All new development and
redevelopment shall adhere to the basic
principles of quality and timeless
architecture, urban design and
landscape architecture, including but
not limited to human-scaled design and
pedestrian orientation where
appropriate, interconnectivity of street
layout and siting buildings to hold
corners.

Consistent. The project has been
designed in accordance with Scenic
Corridor Design Guidelines and Street
and Corridor Guidelines outlined in the
Community Design Element of the
General Plan. In addition, the project is
included in City’s Bikeway Master Plan
to provide a safe, efficient, and attractive
bicycle route for commuters, schools,
and recreational users and to provide
connectivity to the City’s bikeway
system.

Preserve the visual and physical
connection to agriculture by providing
views from streets, parks, and open

Consistent. The project would not
include new vertical structures and

Policy GSC- spaces to agriculture and hillsides. would not substantially alter the existing
1.1.1 Where new streets are extended adjacent | visual setting. Views of the nearby
to agriculture, encourage hillside and scenic vistas would continue to be
open space views by maintaining provided from nearby vantage points.
agricultural activities at the road edge.
Consistent. The project would not
. include new vertical structures and
. Use public streets or pathways to form . -
Policy GSC- . would not substantially alter the existing
the edge of developed areas, allowing . . .
1.1.2 visual setting. Views of the nearby

views of open space from streets.

scenic vistas would continue to be
provided from nearby vantage points.

Policy SC-1.1.2

Bridges, culverts, drainage ditches, and
other roadway ancillary elements shall

be of an appropriate design quality for

visual corridor functions.

Consistent. The project would include
improvements to existing drainage
ditches and culverts along Central
Avenue. The project has been designed
to be consistent with Scenic Corridor
Design Guidelines and Street and
Corridor Guidelines outlined in the

Central Avenue Bike Lane Project
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General Plan
Policy Number

Policy

Project Consistency Evaluation

Community Design Element of the
General Plan.

Policy SC-1.1.3

Side slopes, walls, and earthen berms
adjacent to roadways shall be natural in
appearance to minimize visual impacts
along scenic corridors.

Consistent. The project has been
designed in accordance with Scenic
Corridor Design Guidelines and Street
and Corridor Guidelines outlined in the
Community Design Element of the

General Plan.

jstent. Th j 1
Review the heights and setbacks of all Consistent. The project would not

structures to ensure the preservation of
visual corridors and the maintenance of
an open, scenic quality within each
corridor.

include new vertical structures and
would not substantially alter the existing
visual setting. Views of the nearby
scenic vistas would continue to be

Policy SC-1.2.2

provided from nearby vantage points.

Consistent. Project signage would be
designed in accordance with Scenic

Review the size, height, number, and ’ . o
& Corridor Design Guidelines and Street

Policy SC-1.2.3 f on- ise si to minimi
ouey tl}rizii (i)m(;r;grtintl:eess:eg;ljsc ;i?ilg(l)rrmze and Corridor Guidelines outlined in the

Community Design Element of the
General Plan.

Consistent. The project would prioritize
protecting utility lines and a gas line on
the eastern side of Central Avenue
where feasible. An electric cabinet may
be relocated to accommodate the road
widening. Utilities would not be

Locate new and relocated utilities
underground when possible. All others
should be placed and screened when
feasible to minimize public viewing.

Policy SC-1.2.4

undergrounded within the project area
due to the existing above-ground
infrastructure.

During the estimated 8-month construction period, the presence of construction equipment,
stockpiled materials, staging areas, and construction-related signage would result in minor,
temporary visual impacts. These elements could appear out of character with the rural and
agricultural setting and may temporarily obstruct views from adjacent public roadways or
properties. Measure VIS-1 would be implemented to avoid and/or reduce these impacts, and the
project would be constructed in compliance with standard construction best management
practices.

The project would not substantially alter existing views because project elements would be flat
and similar in scenic character and quality to the existing roadway. The presence of bicyclists
within the project area would not substantially alter the existing visual character or quality of the
roadway corridor and its surroundings since the roadway is already used as a transit corridor for
vehicles. Therefore, the project would result in a less than significant impact on visual character
and quality.

Central Avenue Bike Lane Project
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1d). No Impact. The existing project area contains street lighting along both sides of the roadway.
The main source of nighttime lighting is from vehicle headlights, interior/exterior lighting from
surrounding properties, and the street lighting. No new sources of lighting or glare would be
installed as part of the proposed project. Therefore, the project would result in no impact on light
and glare.

Cumulative Impacts

Current and continuing development contributes to cumulative impacts on aesthetics in
Camarillo. Increased development throughout the city is expected to alter the visual character of
each individual project area. However, any development along Central Avenue project has been
designed in accordance with the applicable General Plan goals, objectives, policies, and guidelines
for scenic corridors outlined in the Community Development Element. In addition, the design of
each project would be reviewed by the City’s Community Development Department for
consistency with applicable City codes and regulations prior to final approval. The project is
included in the General Plan as a planned bike path that would accommodate the existing needs
of the Camarillo (City of Camarillo, 2013a). Therefore, the contribution of the project to cumulative
impacts on aesthetics would not be considerable.

Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation

The following measures would be implemented to avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate impacts on
aesthetic resources.

VIS-1:  To reduce temporary visual impacts during construction activities, the following best
management practices (BMP) would be implemented:

e Staging and equipment storage areas would be located in previously disturbed or
paved locations where feasible and avoid obstructing public views to the maximum
extent;

e Construction sites would be kept clean and orderly through regular removal of
debris, litter, and unused materials;

e Stockpiled materials and equipment would be screened using temporary fencing or
other visual barriers near sensitive land uses, particularly residential areas;

e All construction-related equipment, signage, debris, and materials would be
removed promptly from the site following project completion; and

e Disturbed areas would be restored to pre-construction conditions or as required by
final project plans and City of Camarillo design standards.

Central Avenue Bike Lane Project City of Camarillo
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2. AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY RESOURCES

In determining whether
impacts to agricultural
resources are significant
environmental effects, lead
agencies may refer to the
California Agricultural Land
Evaluation and Site
Assessment Model (1997)
prepared by the California
Dept. of Conservation as an
optional model to use in
assessing impacts on
agriculture and farmland. In
determining whether impacts
to forest resources, including
timberland, are significant
environmental effects, lead
agencies may refer to
information compiled by the
California Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection
regarding the state’s
inventory of forest land,
including the Forest and
Range Assessment Project
and the Forest Legacy
Assessment project; and
forest carbon measurement
methodology provided in
Forest Protocols adopted by
the California Air Resources
Board. Would the project:

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

a) Convert Prime
Farmland, Unique Farmland,
or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps prepared
pursuant to the Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring
Program of the California
Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use?

b) Conlflict with existing
zoning for agricultural use, or
a Williamson Act contract?

[]
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) Conflict with existing
zoning for, or cause rezoning
of, forest land (as defined in
Public Resources Code 12220
(g)), timberland (as defined
by Public Resources Code |:| |:| |:| &
Section 4526), or timberland
zoned Timberland
Production (as defined by
Government Code Section
51004g)?

d) Result in the loss of

forest land or conversion of |:| |:| |:| |X|

forest land to non-forest use?

e) Involve other
changes in the existing
environment which, due to
their location or nature, could

result in conversion of |:| |:| |X| |:|
Farmland to non-agricultural
use or forest land to non-
forest use?

Explanation of Checklist Answers

2a). Less Than Significant Impact. The DOC has designated land northeast of Central Avenue as
Farmland of Statewide Importance and land to the southwest as Urban and Built-Up Land
(California Department of Conservation, 2016) (see Figure 4). Construction would require a TCE
from one parcel zoned for agriculture (APN 152-0-10-009). The parcel is designated as Farmland of
Statewide Importance. However, only a sliver of the parcel would be impacted, and the project
would not inhibit overall agricultural uses elsewhere on the property. In addition, the project would
not result in permanent conversion of adjacent farmland to non-agricultural uses. Therefore, the
project would result in a less than significant impact on Farmland of Statewide Importance.

2b). Less than Significant Impact. Construction would require a TCE from one parcel zoned for
agriculture (APN 152-0-10-009); however, this property is not under a Williamson Act Contract.
Only a sliver of the parcel would be impacted, and construction activities would not inhibit overall
agricultural use of the property. The project would not impact any properties under Williamson
Act contract and would require the permanent conversion of land zoned for agricultural use.
Therefore, the project would result in a less than significant impact on existing zoning for
agricultural use or a Williamson Act contract.

Central Avenue Bike Lane Project City of Camarillo
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2¢). No Impact. The project area does not contain forest or timberland and is not zoned as forest
land (as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public
Resources Code section 4526), or Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code section
51104(g)). Therefore, the project would result in no impact on zoning of forest land, timberland, or
timberland zoned timberland production.

2d). No Impact. As described in the response to 2c) above, there is no forest land in the project area.
Therefore, the project would result in no impact on forest land.

2e). Less Than Significant Impact. As described in response 2a), the project would require a TCE
from a parcel designated as Farmland of Statewide Importance. However, only a sliver of the parcel
would be impacted, and construction activities would not inhibit overall agricultural uses on the
property. The project would not permanently convert agricultural land to a non-agricultural use.
Additionally, there is no forest land in the project area. Therefore, the project would result in a less
than significant impact related to farmland or forest land conversion.

Cumulative Impacts

Current and continuing development contribute to cumulative impacts on agriculture and forestry
resources. The development of other properties in Camarillo could result in the conversion of
important farmland from agriculture to non-agricultural use or forest land to other uses. The project
would not directly or indirectly result in the permanent conversion of any important farmlands or
forest land within or adjacent to the project area. In addition, the project would not contribute to
development in the project vicinity. Therefore, the contribution of the project to cumulative impacts
on agriculture and forestry resources would not be considerable.

Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation

None required.
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3. AIR QUALITY

Where available, the
significance criteria
established by the
applicable air quality Less than
management district or Potentially Significant Less than
air pollution control Significant With Significant No Impact
district may be relied Impact Mitigation Impact
upon to make the Incorporated
following
determinations. Would
the project:

a) Conflict with or
obstruct

implementation of the |:| |:| |:| |X|

applicable air quality

plan?
b) Result in a
cumulatively

considerable net
increase of any criteria
pollutant for which the |:| |:| |X| |:|
project region is non-
attainment under an
applicable federal or
state ambient air
quality standard?

) Expose
sensitive receptors to

substantial pollutant |:| |:| |X| |:|
concentrations?

d) Result in other
emissions (such as
those leading to odors) |:| |:| |X| |:|
affecting a substantial
number of people?

Explanation of Checklist Answers

Background

Camarillo is located within the South Central Coast Air Basin, which includes all of Ventura, Santa
Barbara, and San Luis Obispo Counties. The Ventura County Air Pollution Control District
(VCAPCD) is the agency principally responsible for comprehensive air pollution control in the
Ventura County portion of the South Central Coast Air Basin. The VCAPCD is directly responsible
for reducing emissions from stationary (area and point), mobile, and indirect sources. The
applicable air quality plan for the project area is the 2022 Ventura County Air Quality
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Management Plan (AQMP). The 2022 AQMP was prepared to satisfy federal Clean Air Act
planning requirements for areas designated as serious federal eight-hour ozone (Os)
nonattainment areas, including, but not limited to, updated air quality information, an updated
emissions inventory, local and state air pollutant control measures, new emission forecasts and
projections, a new federal conformity budget for transportation projects, a reasonable further
progress demonstration for precursors of ozone (reactive organic gases [ROG] [also referred to as
reactive organic compounds, or “ROC”] and nitrogen oxides [NOx]), a demonstration that Ventura
County will attain the federal 8-hour ozone standard, and contingency measures (Ventura County
Air Pollution Control District, 2022).

3a). No Impact. Per Ventura County’s Air Quality Assessment Guidelines, “A project that
conforms to the applicable General Plan designation and has emissions below two pounds per
day of ROC, and below two pounds per day of NOx, is not required to assess consistency with the
AQMP” (Ventura County Air Pollution Control District, 2022). Based on the limited size and scale
of the project, emissions of ROC and NOx, as well as all other criteria pollutants, are expected to
be less than one pound per day, which would be below the threshold (California Air Pollution
Control Officers Association, 2025). Additionally, the project would not result in an increase in
long-term operational emissions of ROC or NOx. Therefore, the project would result in no impact
on implementation of an applicable air quality plan.

3b). Less Than Significant Impact. A criteria air pollutant is any air pollutant for which ambient
air quality standards have been set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or the
California Air Resources Board (CARB). Criteria pollutants include Os, fine particulate matter
(PM2s), respirable particulate matter (PMuo), carbon monoxide (CO), nitrogen dioxide (NO2), lead
(Pb), sulfur dioxide (SO), visibility-reducing particles, sulfates, and hydrogen sulfide. The areas
adjacent to the project area are designated as Agricultural, Mobile Home, and General Commercial
land uses. The nearest sensitive receptors have been identified as residential mobile homes located
27 feet from the proposed construction area.

Construction activities—including grading, demolition of the existing roadway, and paving—
may generate short-term emissions of criteria pollutants. Construction is anticipated to last
approximately eight months. Based on the limited size and scale of the project, emissions of ROC
and NOx, as well as all other criteria pollutants, are expected to be less than one pound per day,
which would be below the City’s CEQA thresholds of significance (California Air Pollution
Control Officers Association, 2025) (City of Camarillo, 2020). Following construction, the project
would not generate an increase in operational emissions of ROC, NOxor other criteria pollutants.
Therefore, the project would result in a less than significant impact relating to the cumulative net
increase of any criteria pollutant.

3c¢). Less Than Significant Impact. Project construction would result in temporary emissions of
air quality pollutants that are typically associated with construction activity, such as fugitive dust.
The nearest sensitive receptors have been identified as residential mobile homes located 27 feet
from the proposed construction area. During construction, the project could result in elevated
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short-term concentrations of particulate matter and exhaust pollutants during grading and paving
activities. However, the project would be constructed in compliance with VCAPCD Rule 55 -
Fugitive Dust Control, which requires that BMPs be implemented to reduce visible dust emissions
and prevent track-out onto paved surfaces (Ventura County Air Pollution Control District, 2008).

However, implementation of VCAPD Rule 55 would reduce these emissions through dust control
and BMP that limit idling and control equipment. With implementation of these measures,
pollutant concentrations at nearby receptors would not exceed applicable health-based air quality
standards or thresholds for exposure. Therefore, the impact related to exposure of sensitive
receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations would be less than significant impact.

3d). Less Than Significant Impact. Irritating odors are often associated with particulates. Some
examples of sources are gasoline and diesel engine exhausts, paint spraying, and street paving.
During construction, the project could result in potential odors from exhaust emissions from
construction equipment used on the construction site, as well as the vehicles used to transport
materials to and from the site, and from the motor vehicles of the construction crew. These exhaust
emissions include Volatile Organic Compounds, CO, Os, NOz, and Oxides of Sulfur (SOx). While
construction activities may generate temporary odors (e.g., from diesel equipment or asphalt),
these emissions would be minimal, temporary, and localized. Following construction, operational
odors would be similar to or less than pre-construction conditions. Therefore, the project would
result in a less than significant impact related to odors.

Cumulative Impacts

Current and continuing development contributes to cumulative impacts on air quality resources.
Construction is expected to generate an increase of less than one pound per day of criteria
pollutants. Following construction, project operation would not generate an increase in
operational emissions of any criteria pollutants. Due to the limited scope of construction activities
and with implementation of BMPs the project would contribute minimally to cumulative impacts
on pollutant concentrations. Therefore, the contribution of the project to cumulative impacts on
air quality would not be considerable.

Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation

None required.
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4. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Less than
Would the project: Potentially Significant Less than
Significant With Significant No Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
a) Have a

substantial adverse
effect, either directly or
through habitat
modifications, on any
species identified as a
candidate, sensitive, or
special status species in
local or regional plans,
policies, or regulations,
or by the California
Department of Fish and
Wildlife, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, or
NOAA Fisheries?

b) Have a
substantial adverse effect
on any riparian habitat or
other sensitive natural
community identified in
local or regional plans,
policies, regulations, or
by the California
Department of Fish and
Wildlife or U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service?

C) Have a
substantial adverse effect
on state or federally
protected wetlands
(including, but not
limited to, marsh, vernal
pool, coastal, etc.)
through direct removal,
filling, hydrological
interruption, or other
means?
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d) Interfere
substantially with the
movement of any native
resident or migratory fish
or wildlife species or

with established native |:| |X| |:| |:|
resident or migratory
wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites?

e) Conlflict with any
local policies or
ordinances protecting

biological resources, such |:| |:| |:| |X|
as a tree preservation
policy or ordinance?

f) Conlflict with
provisions of an adopted
Habitat Conservation
Plan, Natural
Community |:| |:| |:| |X|
Conservation Plan, or
other approved local,
regional, or state habitat

conservation plan?

Explanation of Checklist Answers

Background

A Natural Environment Study Minimal Impacts report was completed for the project, which
included literature research, field reviews and biological surveys (GPA Consulting, 2025). Prior to
conducting the biological surveys, available literature was reviewed to identify any special-status
plants, wildlife, critical habitat, and/or sensitive habitats previously recorded within or near the
biological study area (BSA) (see Figure 5). The limits of the BSA include the anticipated project
footprint, temporary construction work area, potential staging areas, and up to a 150-foot buffer
around these areas.

Reviewed literature included species lists from California Natural Diversity Database, California
Native Plant Society United States Fish and Wildlife Service, and National Marine Fisheries
Service. Species lists were obtained to identify federally and state listed species with the potential
to be in the BSA and to identify critical habitat within the BSA based on their geographical range.
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Based on habitat requirements and the biological survey, eight special-status wildlife species have
potential to be in the BSA, including the Monarch butterfly California overwintering population
(Danaus plexippus plexippus pop. 1), California legless lizard (Anniella spp.), southern California
legless lizard (Anniella stebbinsi), California glossy snake (Arizona elegans occidentalis), San
Bernardino ringneck snake (Diadophis punctatus modestus), white-tailed kite (Elanus leucurus),
pallid bat (Antrozous pallidus), and Trask shoulderband (Helminthoglypta traskii traskii). Based on
habitat requirements and the biological survey, one special-status plant species has potential be
within the BSA: southern tarplant (Centromadia parryi ssp. australis).

Three drainages were delineated within the BSA during the biological survey: the Las Posas Estates
Drain, Drainage 1, and Drainage 2. The Las Posas Estates Drain is expected to fall under United
States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) (waters of the U.S.), RWQCB (waters of the state), and
CDFW jurisdiction. Approximately 0.08 acre of waters under USACE and RWQCB jurisdiction and
0.17acre under CDFW jurisdiction was delineated in the Las Posas Estates Drain. Approximately
0.13 acre under RWQCB jurisdiction (waters of the state) and 0.25 acre under CDFW jurisdiction
was delineated in Drainage 1. Approximately 0.03 acre under RWQCB jurisdiction (waters of the
state) and 0.03 acre under CDFW jurisdiction was delineated in Drainage 2.

4a). Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation Incorporated. Staging, vehicle movement,
and grading could result in indirect impacts on monarch butterfly if construction activities were
to be conducted while individuals are present within or adjacent to the affected area. Indirect
impacts include operating machinery and dust which could disrupt the foraging of monarchs.
Measure BIO-11 and BIO-12 would be implemented to avoid and/or minimize impacts on special-
status invertebrate species.

Staging, pedestrian and vehicle movement, and grading could result in direct and indirect impacts
on California legless lizard, southern California legless lizard, California glossy snake, and San
Bernardino ringneck snake. Direct impact includes mortality from being tramped or crushed by
vehicles and equipment during construction. Indirect impacts include vibration from operating
machinery and dust which could disrupt foraging habits. Measure BIO-13 and BIO-14 would be
implemented to avoid and/or minimize impacts on special-status reptile species.

Grading, excavation, vegetation removal, and vehicle movement which could result in direct and
indirect impacts on white-tailed kite. Tree removal is not anticipated. Direct impacts could include
nest destruction, which could result in mortality. Indirect impacts could include increased noise,
vibration, and human activity during construction activities, which could result in disturbance,
disruption of foraging, and/or nest abandonment. Measure BIO-15 through BIO-19 would be
implemented to avoid and/or minimize impacts on special-status bird species.

Staging, pedestrian and vehicle movement, and grading could result in direct and indirect impacts
on pallid bat or other bat species. In addition, construction activities could result in temporary
and/or permanent impacts on suitable habitat. Direct impacts could include roost destruction,
which could result in bat mortality and/or roost abandonment and exposure to predation. Indirect
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impacts could include noise and vibration, which could result in disturbance and/or roost
abandonment. Measure BIO-20 through BIO-24 would be implemented to avoid and/or minimize
impacts on special-status bat species.

Grading, excavation, vegetation removal, vehicle movement, and demolition which could result
in direct and indirect impacts on Trask shoulderband. Direct impacts could include trampling
which could result in mortality. Indirect impacts could include increased noise, vibration, and
human activity during construction activities, which could result in disturbance and stress.
Measure BIO-25 would be implemented to avoid and/or minimize impacts on special-status
mollusks.

Grading, vegetation removal, vehicle movement, and movement of construction equipment could
result in direct and indirect impacts on southern tarplant. Direct impacts could include trampling
or removal of individual plants during construction activities. Indirect impacts could include
increased dust levels, which could result in impacts on the health of the plants. Measures BIO-7
through BIO-10 would be implemented to avoid and/or reduce impacts on special-status plants
species.

With the implementation of proposed measures, the project would result in a less than significant
impact with mitigation incorporated on candidate, sensitive, or special-status species.

4b). No Impact. No special-status communities were identified during the biological survey and
no special-status communities are expected to be in the BSA. Therefore, the project would result
in no impact on sensitive natural communities.

4¢). Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation Incorporated. No work within the Las Posas
Estates Drain is anticipated; therefore, there would be no impact on USACE jurisdiction or
wetlands. Construction activities, including equipment access and grading, would have
temporary impacts on Drainages 1 and 2 (see Figures 6 and 7). Grading, excavation, installation
and replacement of rock slope protection, and construction of the bike path would result in
permanent impacts on Drainage 1. Concrete channel lining would result in permanent impacts on
Drainage 1 and Drainage 2 within non-wetland waters under jurisdiction of the RWQCB and
CDFW jurisdiction (see Table 2).

Table 2. Impacts on Jurisdictional Features in the Biological Study Area

. e Temporary Impacts Permanent Impacts

Regulatory Agency and Jurisdiction (actes) (acres)
Regional ~Water Quality Control Board
Non-Wetland Waters Less than 0.01 0.12
Calilform.a Department of Fish and Wildlife 0.03 018
Jurisdiction
United States Army Corps of Engineers Non-
Wetland Waters
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Measures BIO-1 through BIO-6 would be implemented to avoid and/or minimize project impacts.
Because work would be required within the drainages, WDR from the RWQCB and a Section 1602
Streambed Alteration Agreement from the CDFW would be required. The project would be
conducted in compliance with applicable water quality regulations and regulatory permits. With
implementation of proposed measures and compliance with regulatory permits, the project would
result in a less than significant impact with mitigation incorporated on jurisdictional waters.

4d). Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation Incorporated. A migration or wildlife
corridor is an area of habitat that connects two or more patches of habitat that would otherwise be
isolated from each other. Wildlife corridors are typically adjacent to urban areas. A functional
wildlife corridor allows for ease of movement between habitat patches and is important in
preventing habitat fragmentation. Habitat fragmentation is typically caused by human
development and can lead to a decrease in biodiversity and ecosystem functionality.

Land surrounding the project area consists of Agriculture, Mobile Home, and General
Commercial (City of Camarillo, 2004). According to the CDFW Biogeographic Information and
Observation System, there are no essential wildlife connectivity areas or natural landscape blocks
in the BSA. Although no essential wildlife connectivity is present, an undeveloped parcel east of
Central Avenue is present. Additionally, the Spanish Hills Club contains a golf course outside of
the BSA to the east. The undeveloped parcel, golf course, and Las Posas Estates Drain could
provide local foraging and movement of wildlife within and around the BSA.

There is the potential for migratory birds to be nesting in the project area during construction.
Nesting birds could be directly impacted by construction activities if they were to be nesting in
trees and vegetation in the project area. In addition, these species could be indirectly impacted by
loss of habitat resulting from vegetation removal. Measures BIO-20 through BIO-23 would be
implemented to avoid and/or minimize potential impacts on nesting birds. With the
implementation of these measures, the project would be in compliance with the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act and California Fish and Game Code.

The project is not anticipated to interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident
or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors or impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites. Therefore, the project would result in
less than significant impact with mitigation incorporated on migratory wildlife or wildlife nursery
sites.

4e). No Impact. The General Plan Open Space & Conservation Element includes policies to
preserve, protect, and enhance open space, agricultural land, and natural resources in the
Camarillo (City of Camarillo, 2004). These policies include identification and protection of natural
watersheds, drainage beds, and water recharge areas to achieve recovery of local water and the
preservation of natural plant and animal habitat. Applicable policies and consistency
determinations within this element are included in Table 3.
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Table 3. Project Consistency with Applicable Local Policies Governing Natural Resources

Section of

Policy Number Policy/Ordinance Project Consistency Evaluation

Open Space and Conservation Element

Consistent. The project is located
along an existing roadway with dirt
ditches on each side. The project area
does not contain natural watersheds,

Identify and protect natural watersheds,
natural drainage beds, and water

Policy 7 recharge areas to achieve recovery of .
y 8 y natural drainage beds, or water

recharge areas. Vegetation alongside
the roadway is limited to sparse,
weedy vegetation.

local water and the preservation of
natural plant and animal habitat.

Sustainable Design Policies

Consistent. The project is located
Policy S-2.4 Preserve existing tree canopy, native along an existing roadway.
icy S-2.

Y vegetation and pervious surfaces. Vegetation alongside the roadway is

limited to sparse, weedy vegetation.

Ventura County Non-Coastal Zoning Ordinance

This section includes a list of protected

Consistent. Th ject 1d not
Section 8107 trees and the definition for protected onsistent ¢ project woria no

require tree removal.
zones.

The project would not conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological
resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance. Therefore, the project would result in
no impact on local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources.

4f). No Impact. The project area is not included in an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP),
Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other similar documents. Therefore, the project would
have no impact on an HCP or a Natural Community Conservation Plan.

Cumulative Impacts

Current and continuing development contribute to cumulative impacts on biological resources.
Habitat removal from current and future development in the area is the biggest threat to natural
communities and plant and wildlife species. Wildlife is also impacted by collisions with human
structures and equipment, poisoning by pesticides and contaminants, damming, and diverting of
rivers and streams, predation by domestic animals, and disease. Bat roosts and hibernation areas
can be damaged or destroyed by vandalism and demolition. The project would include the
construction of bike lanes along an existing roadway.

Implementation of the project would not contribute to development in the project vicinity.
Construction of the project would include temporary and permanent impacts on jurisdictional
features. However, with implementation of proposed measures, construction of the project would
have minimal impacts on jurisdictional features. The project could result in direct and indirect
impacts on special-status plant and wildlife species; however, with implementation of proposed
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measures, the project would have minimal impacts on special-status plant and wildlife species. In
addition, any additional measures required by regulatory permits and agencies would be
implemented during construction. Therefore, the contribution of the project to cumulative impacts
on biological resources would not be considerable.

Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation

The following measures would be implemented to avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate impacts on
biological resources.

BIO-1: Work areas would be reduced to the maximum extent feasible.

BIO-2: Equipment staging and storage areas for vehicles, equipment, material, fuels, lubricants,
and solvents would be restricted to paved areas and would be a minimum of 50 feet from
jurisdictional features.

BIO-3: BMPs, such as silt fencing, fiber rolls, straw bales, or other measures would be
implemented during construction to minimize dust, dirt, and construction debris from
entering the jurisdictional features, and/or leaving the construction area.

BIO-4: Appropriate hazardous material BMPs would be implemented to reduce the potential
for chemical spills or contaminant releases into the jurisdictional features including any
non-stormwater discharge.

BIO-5: All equipment refueling, and maintenance would be conducted in the staging area away
from jurisdictional features. In addition, vehicles and equipment would be checked daily
for fluid and fuel leaks, and drip pans would be placed under all equipment that is
parked and not in operation. Any leaking vehicle or equipment would not be operated
in the project area until repaired. All workers would be informed of the importance of
preventing spills and the appropriate measures to take should a spill happen.

BIO-6: Stationary equipment such as motors, pumps, generators, compressors, and welders
located within 100 feet of the jurisdictional features would be positioned over drip-pans,
including when in operation.

BIO-7: Prior to construction, a qualified biologist would conduct rare plant surveys within the
project area. Surveys would be conducted during the appropriate blooming period (May
to July) for species with potential to be in the project area, to the extent feasible.

BIO-8: If a special-status plant species is found during pre-construction surveys, high visibility
Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) protective fencing would be installed around the
special-status plants to prevent construction personnel or equipment from entering this
area. The ESA protective fencing buffer would be species specific, within a minimum
buffer radius based on guidance from a qualified biologist. Plants would be monitored
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BIO-9:

BIO-10:

BIO-11:

BIO-12:

BIO-13:

BIO-14:

BIO-15:

by a qualified biologist during construction activities to ensure they are not directly or
indirectly impacted.

If surveys cannot be conducted within the appropriate blooming period, if presence for
any species cannot be ruled out for any other reason, or if ESA protective fencing around
the observed population is not feasible, additional avoidance measures would be
implemented based on recommendations of a qualified biologist to the extent feasible.

If the plants cannot be avoided, or if monitoring determines that the plants are being
adversely affected by construction activities, these activities would be suspended, and a
plan would be developed by a qualified biologist to relocate the plants to a suitable
location and monitor their survival. If relocation is necessary, seed collection and
propagation would be required. The plan would include, at a minimum, details on the
relocation site, the methods for relocation, methods for monitoring, and survival criteria.
The relocated plants would be monitored for a period of time sufficient to confirm they
have survived the transplanting, as identified by the qualified biologist.

To confirm the presence/absence of overwintering monarch butterfly, a qualified
biologist would survey all suitable refuge sites within 48 hours of construction and
within 100 feet from where tree removal and tree trimming, or excavation would be
conducted.

In the event that any monarch butterflies are observed foraging within the project area
by the City or their contractors, it would be allowed to move away from the site prior to
initiating any construction activities that could result in direct injury of the individual.
Work would resume only once all monarchs have left the site.

Vegetation removal and excavation would be reduced to the extent feasible.

Pre-construction surveys for reptiles would be conducted by a qualified biologist no
more than 72 hours prior to construction. If special-status or non-special-status reptiles
are observed within the project area, a qualified biologist would capture and relocate
them to suitable habitat at least 100 feet outside of the project area. If special-status reptile
species are found during pre-construction surveys, ESA protective fencing would be
installed at the limits of construction to prevent special-status reptile species from re-
entering the project area. Fencing would not be installed if special-status reptile species
are not observed during pre-construction surveys. However, if ESA protective fencing is
not installed, surveys would be repeated if construction activities are suspended for
seven days or more.

Construction during bird nesting season (typically February 1 to September 30) would
be avoided to the extent feasible.

Central Avenue Bike Lane Project City of Camarillo
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 43 September 2025



Evaluation of Environmental Impacts

BIO-16:

BIO-17:

BIO-18:

BIO-19:

BIO-20:

BIO-21:

BIO-22:

BIO-23:

If construction is required during the nesting season, vegetation removal would be
conducted outside of the nesting season (typically February 1 to September 30),
wherever feasible.

If construction is initiated during the bird nesting season, nesting bird surveys would be
completed no more than 48 hours prior to construction activities to determine if nesting
birds/raptors or active nests are within 300 feet (500 feet for potential raptor nests) of the
project area. If construction, including vegetation removal or trimming, is initiated prior
to the start of the bird nesting season, nesting bird surveys would not be required unless
construction activities are suspended for five days or more. If construction, including
vegetation removal or trimming, is initiated during the nesting bird season, nesting bird
surveys would be repeated if construction activities are suspended for five days or more.

If nesting birds are found within 300 feet (500 feet for potential raptor nests) of the project
area, measures to ensure that the birds/raptors and/or their nests are not harmed, would
be implemented, including but not limited to, installation and maintenance of
appropriate buffers (typically 300 feet for passerine birds and 500 feet for raptors) until
nesting activity has ended.

In the event that any bird species are observed foraging within the project area, birds
would be allowed to move away from the site prior to initiating any construction
activities that could result in direct injury of the individual

Tree and Shrub trimming and removal would be avoided to the extent feasible.

During the summer months (June to August) prior to construction, a thorough bat
roosting habitat assessment would be conducted of all trees and structures within 100
feet of the project area to determine potential bat roosting habitat. Visual and acoustic
surveys would be conducted at potential roosting habitat to be impacted by the project
for at least two nights during the appropriate weather conditions to assess the presence
of roosting bats. If presence is detected, a count and species analysis would be completed
to help assess the type of colony and usage.

If roosting bats are observed within 100 feet of the project area, then no fewer than 30
days prior to construction, and during the non-breeding and active season (usually
October), bats would be safely evicted from any roosts to be impacted by the project
under the direction of a qualified biologist. Once bats have been safely evicted,
exclusionary devices would be installed to prevent bats from returning and roosting in
these areas prior to removal. Roosts that would not be impacted by the project would be
left undisturbed.

No fewer than two weeks prior to construction, all excluded areas would be surveyed to
determine whether exclusion measures were successful and to identify any outstanding
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BIO-24:

BIO-25:

concerns. Exclusionary measures would be monitored throughout construction to
ensure they are functioning correctly, and would be removed following construction.

In the event that a maternal colony of bats is found, no work would be conducted within
100 feet of the maternal roosting site until the maternal season is finished or the bats have
left the site, or as otherwise directed by a qualified biologist. The site would be
designated as a sensitive area and protected as such until the bats have left the site. No
activities would be authorized adjacent to the roosting site. Combustion equipment, such
as generators, pumps, and vehicles, would not be parked or operated under or adjacent
to the roosting site. Construction personnel would not be authorized to enter areas
beneath the colony, especially during the evening exodus (typically between 15 minutes
prior to sunset and one hour following sunset).

Pre-construction surveys for Trask shoulderband would be conducted by a qualified
biologist no more than 72 hours prior to construction. If Trask shoulderband are
observed within the project area, a qualified biologist would capture and relocate them
to suitable habitat at least 100 feet outside of the project area. Surveys would be repeated
if construction activities are suspended for seven days or more.
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5. CULTURAL RESOURCES

Less than
Potentially Significant Less than
Would the project: Significant With Significant No Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Cause a substantial
adverse change in the
significance of a historical |:| |:| & |:|
resource pursuant to
§15064.5?

b) Cause a substantial
adverse change in the
significance of an |:| |X| |:| |:|
archaeological resource
pursuant to §15064.5?

C) Disturb any human

remains, including those |:| |X| |:| |:|

interred outside of dedicated
cemeteries?

Explanation of Checklist Answers

Background

The Archaeological Survey Report (ASR) completed for the project, included a records search,
Native American and local interested parties consultation, historic map and aerial review, and an
archaeological pedestrian and reconnaissance survey of the Area of Potential Effects (APE)
(Rincon Consultants, LLC, 2025). The APE is comprised of Central Avenue, a 2-lane paved road
and a gravel shoulder, and an open space agricultural field within the private owned parcel
immediately adjacent.

As part of the ASR, a record search of the California Historical Resources Information System at
the South Central Coastal Information Center was conducted on January 22, 2024. The search
identified previously conducted cultural resources studies and previously recorded cultural
resources within the APE and a surrounding 1-mile radius. The records search identified nine
previously recorded cultural resources within a 1-mile radius of the APE. None of these resources
were identified within the APE. Additionally, the records search identified 35 previously
conducted cultural resources studies within a 1-mile radius of the APE between the years 1974
and 2016. Four previous investigations were within the project area and six were adjacent to the
project area. Based on the records search, no previous investigations identified cultural resources,
pre-contact or post-contact archaeological sites or isolates within the APE.

A field survey of the APE was conducted on June 11, 2025. No cultural materials were identified
within the APE during the survey. As part of the process of identifying cultural resources within
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the APE, the San Buenaventura Conservancy, the Museum of Ventura County, Cultural Heritage
Board for the Ventura Planning Division, History By Design, and the Pleasant Valley Historical
Society were contacted on July 16, 2025. No responses were received.

5a). Less Than Significant Impact. The potential for the project to impact historic properties is
directly related to the likelihood that such resources are present in the project area, and whether
they would be encountered during project construction. No prehistoric resources, National
Register of Historic Places, or other local, state, or federally listed or recognized properties have
been identified in the APE or within a 1-mile radius of the project area. In addition, no cultural
resources or sacred sites were identified in the project vicinity. Therefore, the project would have
a less than significant impact on historical resources.

5b). Less than Significant Impact With Mitigation Incorporated. As discussed above in response
5a), there are no known cultural or prehistoric resources in the project area. The APE is adjacent
to a water source, which increases the potential for pre-contact buried archaeological sites. The
APE has been extensively disturbed through development of Central Avenue and the
surrounding area, and the presence of intact subsurface archaeological deposits is not anticipated.
However, there is a low potential to impacts unknown, potentially intact subsurface
archaeological deposits during excavation activities. If previously unidentified resources are
uncovered, measure CUL-1 would be implemented as part of the project (see avoidance,
minimization, and mitigation section below). With the implementation of mitigation measures,
the project would result in a less than significant impact with mitigation incorporated on
archaeological resources.

5c¢). Less than Significant Impact With Mitigation Incorporated. The project area is not within or
adjacent to a former cemetery and the land within and surrounding the project area has already
been disturbed and developed. However, construction of the project would include ground-
disturbing activities that could unearth previously undiscovered human remains interred outside
of a formal cemetery. Should they be present in the project area, measure CUL-2 would be
implemented. With implementation of measure CUL-2, the project would result in a less than
significant impact with mitigation incorporated on human remains.

Cumulative Impacts

Current and continuing development contribute to cumulative impacts on tribal cultural
resources. The APE is disturbed, and impacts on historic or archaeological resources are not
anticipated. If unknown resources were to be encountered, measures would be implemented to
avoid and/or reduce these impacts, and the project would not result in a significant environmental
impact on historic and archaeological resources. Therefore, the contribution of the project to
cumulative impacts on cultural resources would not be considerable.
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Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation

The following measures would be implemented to avoid, minimize, and/or mitigate impacts on
cultural resources.

CUL-1

CUL-2

If previously unidentified cultural materials are encountered or unearthed during
construction, work would be halted in that area until a qualified archaeologist can assess
the nature and significance of the find. Additional surveys would be required if the
project limits change to include areas not previously surveyed.

In the event of the accidental discovery or recognition of any human remains in any
location other than a dedicated cemetery, steps would be taken in compliance with the
California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 15064.5. All construction activities would
cease, and the City Coroner would be contacted if any human remains are discovered,
in accordance with 14 CCR Section 15064.5. If the coroner determines that the human
remains are of Native American origin, the NAHC would be notified to determine the
most likely descendent (MLD) for the area. The MLD would make recommendations for
the arrangements for the human remains per Public Resources Code (PRC) Section
5097.98.
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6. ENERGY
Less than
Potentially Significant Less than
Would the project: Significant With Significant No Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
a) Result in potentially

significant environmental
impact due to wasteful,
inefficient, or unnecessary |:| |:| |X| |:|
consumption of energy
resources, during project
construction or operation?

b) Conlflict or obstruct a

state or local plan for |:| |:| |:| &

renewable energy or energy
efficiency?

Explanation of Checklist Answers

6a). Less than Significant Impact. Southern California Edison provides electricity to Camarillo and
The Southern California Gas Company provides natural gas to Camarillo. The only energy required
for operation and maintenance of the roadway is for existing street lighting and traffic signals along
Central Avenue.

During the 8-month construction period, construction vehicles, worker vehicles, and equipment
(e.g., generators) would require the use of fuel (gasoline and diesel) and electricity to operate.
However, equipment used during construction and operation would be compliant with CARB
Standards. Compliance with CARB emission standards and state anti-idling regulations would
minimize wasteful or inefficient energy consumption during construction. The project would also
be constructed in compliance with applicable CARB regulations regarding retrofitting, repowering,
or replacing diesel off-road construction equipment. The project would also be constructed in
compliance with CCR Title 13, Motor Vehicles, Section 2449(d)(3)), which limit the construction
vehicle idling times to no more than five minutes, and the County’s Air Pollution Control District
guidelines, which enforce idling minimization.

Energy consumption during construction would be temporary and would not require an ongoing
or permanent commitment of energy resources. The project would not include any lighting or other
sources of energy use. With implementation of applicable regulations, the project would result in a
less than significant impact on energy resources.

6b). No Impact. The project would not result in increased traffic, growth, or new uses of energy
resources. As discussed in response (a) above, the use of energy sources during construction would
be temporary, the Project would be constructed in compliance with CARB regulations and state
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regulations (CCR Title 13, Motor Vehicles, Section 2449(d)(3)). Therefore, the project would result
in no impact on local plans for use of renewable energy or energy efficiency.

Cumulative Impacts

Current and continuing development contributes to cumulative impacts on energy. Increased
development and population growth throughout Camarillo is expected to increase the demand for
energy resources. The design for each cumulative project would be reviewed by the City of
Camarillo Building & Safety Department for consistency with applicable state and City laws and
regulations for energy efficiency before final approval. The project would require only temporary
energy use and would be constructed in compliance with CCR Title 13, Motor Vehicles, Section
2449(d)(3)). The project would not induce growth to the area and would not require energy during
operation. Therefore, the contribution of the project to cumulative impacts on energy would not be
considerable.

Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation

None required.
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7. GEOLOGY AND SOILS

Less than
Potentially Significant Less than
Would the project: Significant With Significant No Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
a) Directly or indirectly

cause potential substantial
adverse effects, including the
risk of loss, injury, or death
involving:

i) Rupture of a known
earthquake fault, as
delineated on the most recent
Alquist-Priolo Earthquake
Fault Zoning Map issued by
the State Geologist for the
area or based on other
substantial evidence of a
known fault? Refer to
Division of Mines and
Geology Special Publication
42.

soil erosion or the loss of
topsoil?

ii) Strong seismic

ground shaking? |:| |:| |X| |:|
iii) Seismic-related

ground failure, including |:| |:| & |:|
liquefaction?

iv) Landslides? |:| |:| |:| &
b) Result in substantial

) Be located on a
geologic unit or soil that is
unstable, or that would
become unstable as a result of
the project, and potentially
result in onsite or offsite
landslide, lateral spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction or
collapse?
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d) Be located on
expansive soil, as defined in
Table 18-1-B of the Uniform

Building Code (1994), ] [] X []

creating substantial direct or
indirect risks to life or

property?

e) Have soils incapable
of adequately supporting the
use of septic tanks or
alternative waste water |:| |:| |:| |X|
disposal system where sewers
are not available for the
disposal of waste water?

f) Directly or indirectly
destroy a unique
paleontological resource or |:| |:| |X| |:|
site or unique geologic
feature?

Explanation of Checklist Answers

Background

The project area is in the Transverse Ranges geomorphic province of Southern California and is
within a seismically active region. Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones are established by the
state geologist to assist cities and counties in avoiding the hazard of surface fault rupture.
According to the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone map, the project area is located within a
fault hazard area. This map only identifies areas susceptible to the hazard of surface fault rupture
and does not identify areas within earthquake hazards, such as subsidence or liquefaction (City of
Camarillo, 2013b). In addition, according to the California Geologic Survey Fault Activity Map,
the project area is located within the Simi Santa Ana Fault Zone (California Department of
Conservation, 2015). According to the Safety Element of the General Plan, the project area is
located within an Official Seismic Hazard Zone and an Official Seismic Hazard Zone for
Liquefaction but is not located in an area subject to earthquake induced landslide (City of
Camarillo, 2013b).

According to the National Resources Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Web Soils Survey conducted
for the project, there are two types of soil mapped in the project area: Camarillo Loam and Pacheco
Silty Clay Loam (National Resources Conservation Service, 2024). Based on their textures, these
soils have a moderate to high potential for erosion (Michigan State University, 2002). According
to the NRCS Web Soil Survey, soils in the project area have a low to moderate shrink swell
potential (National Resources Conservation Service, 2024).

Paleontological resources include fossils, which are the preserved remains or traces of animals,
plants, and other organisms from prehistoric time (i.e., the period before written records). Fossils
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and traces of fossils are preserved in sedimentary rock units (formed by the deposition of material
at the Earth’s surface); and are more likely to be preserved subsurface, where they have not been
damaged or destroyed by previous ground disturbance or natural causes, such as erosion by wind
or water. The project area is located on Young Alluvial Valley Deposits and Alluvial Fan Deposits.
Holocene and late Pleistocene aged Alluvial Fan and Valley Deposits are geologically too young
to contain fossils and have a low paleontological sensitivity (California Department of
Conservation, 2016).

7a.i). Less Than Significant Impact. The project would include surface-level improvements and
would not include the construction of long-term habitable infrastructure or substantial subsurface
excavation. In the event of fault rupture, potential impacts could include damage to pavement,
deformation of bike lane surfaces, or disruption to drainage systems. However, these impacts
would not pose a substantial risk to human safety due to the limited scope of improvements.
Given the shallow nature of ground disturbance, the risk of injury due to fault rupture is minimal.
In addition, the project would be designed and constructed in compliance with the City’s Public
Works Standards, Municipal Code (Title 10, Subdivisions and Land Development), applicable
sections of the California Building Code and Greenbook Standard Specifications for Public Works
Construction, and other applicable regulations related to seismic standards. Therefore, the project
would result in a less than significant impact involving rupture of a known earthquake fault.

7a.ii). Less Than Significant Impact. The risk of seismic ground shaking exists throughout
California but may substantially increase in a seismic hazard zone. A seismic hazard zone is
defined as an area where there is weak soil or rock that could amplify the ground waves of an
earthquake and produce high-intensity ground shaking. Ground shaking could cause cracking or
settlement of newly constructed pavement. These impacts would not pose a substantial risk to
human safety due to the limited scope of improvements. However, the project area is not in a
designated seismic hazard zone and proposed improvements are non-structural and not intended
for human occupation, reducing the risk of injury or major structural failure. In addition, the
project would be designed and constructed in compliance with regulations listed in (a)(i) and other
applicable regulations related to seismic standards. Therefore, the project would result in a less
than significant impact involving strong seismic ground shaking.

7a.iii). Less Than Significant Impact. Seismic shaking can induce secondary seismic hazards such
as ground failure, including liquefaction. The project would include construction of a bike path;
no structures are proposed. The project area is not in a designated hazard zone for liquefaction
and given the shallow nature of ground disturbance, the potential for seismic-related ground
failure to cause substantial impacts is low. In addition, the project would be designed and
constructed in compliance with regulations listed in (a)(i) and other applicable regulations related
to seismic standards. Therefore, the project would result in a less than significant impact involving
seismic-related ground failure.

7a.iv). No Impact. The project area and surrounding properties are relatively flat and there are no
large geomorphic features that could pose a landslide threat within or near the project area and
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the project area is not located in an area subject to earthquake induced landslide. Because the
project does not include grading or construction on or near steep slopes, there is no potential for
seismically induced landslides or slope instability. Therefore, the project would result in no impact
related to landslides.

7b). Less Than Significant Impact. Construction activities have the potential to result in minor
erosion of soils, particularly during heavy storms. This potential for construction-related erosion
would be controlled by implementation of standard BMP erosion control measures imposed via
grading permit, building permit, and National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
permit stormwater discharges associated with construction activities. Widening the roadway and
constructing the bike lanes would result in a permanent increase of approximately 11,000 square
feet of impervious surface area. An increase of impermeable surfaces could focus runoff to one
area, resulting in the increased velocity of runoff and erosion to that area. However, the project
would include improvements to existing drainage along the roadway to accommodate the
expected increase in runoff. Because the project would be designed to accommodate expected
runoff, minimize erosion, and meet requirements for standard road drainage features, the project
would result in a less than significant impact on soil erosion or loss of topsoil.

7¢). Less Than Significant Impact. As discussed in response 5(a)(iv), there are no large
geomorphic features which could pose a landslide threat at or near the project area and it is not
located in an area subject to earthquake induced landslide. The project is in an area susceptible to
liquefaction. However, the project has been designed to meet current seismic standards and would
not increase risk related to unstable soil. Therefore, the project would result in a less than
significant impact related to landslide, liquefaction, lateral spreading, and subsidence.

7d). Less Than Significant Impact. Expansive soils are subject to shrinking and swelling due to
changes in moisture content over the seasons. These changes can cause damage or failure of
foundations, utilities, and pavements. Soils in the project have a low to moderate shrink swell
potential. In addition, the project would be designed and constructed in compliance with
regulations listed in (a)(i) and other applicable regulations to provide safe construction on
expansive soils. Therefore, the project would result in a less than significant impact related to
expansive soils.

7e). No Impact. The project would not include connecting to the city sewer system and would not
require installation and/or use of septic tanks. Therefore, the project would result in no impact
related to the use of sewers or septic tanks.

7f). Less Than Significant Impact. Soils within the project area have a low sensitivity for
paleontological resources. In addition, The project area is in an area where there has been ground
disturbance previously; therefore, impacts on unknown paleontological resources would be
unlikely. The project area is currently developed and the proposed modifications to the project
area would not impact any unique geologic feature. Therefore, the project would result in a less
than significant impact related to unique paleontological resources or sites or unique geologic
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features.
Cumulative Impacts

Current and continuing development contribute to cumulative impacts on geology and soils.
Increased impervious surfaces from nearby projects could cumulatively increase erosion and
runoff to the area. The project would be designed and implemented in accordance with
regulations listed in (a)(i) and other applicable regulations related to seismic standards. Other
projects would be expected to incorporate similar design and construction measures to avoid
and/or reduce potential impacts related to seismic hazards, erosion, and other geological impacts.
Therefore, the contribution of the project to cumulative impacts on geology and soils would not
be considerable.

Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation

None required.
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8. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

Less than
Potentially Significant Less than
Would the project: Significant With Significant No Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

a) Generate greenhouse
gas emissions, either directly
or indirectly, that may have a |:| |:| |X| |:|
significant effect on the
environment?

b) Conflict with an
applicable plan, policy, or
regulation adopted for the

purpose of reducing the |:| |:| |:| |X|
emissions of greenhouse
gases?

Explanation of Checklist Answers

Background

Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions refer to a group of emissions that are believed to affect global
climate change conditions. The principal GHGs are carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH.), nitrous
oxide, sulfur hexafluoride, perfluorocarbons, hydrofluorocarbons and water vapor. COz2 is the
reference gas for climate change because it is the predominant GHG emitted. To account for the
varying warming potential to different GHGs, GHG emissions are often quantified and reported as
CO2 equivalents (COze).

In 2006, California passed the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (Assembly Bill [AB]
No. 32; California Health and Safety Code Division 25.5, Sections 38500, et seq., or AB 32), which
required the CARB to design and implement emission limits, regulations, and other measures, such
that feasible and cost-effective statewide GHG emissions are reduced to 1990 levels by 2020. As a
central requirement of AB 32, the CARB was assigned the task of developing a Scoping Plan that
outlines the state’s strategy to achieve the 2020 GHG emissions limit. The AB 32 Climate Change
Scoping Plan (Scoping Plan), which was developed by the CARB in coordination with the Climate
Action Team, was published in October 2008. The Scoping Plan proposed a comprehensive set of
actions designed to reduce overall GHG emissions in California, improve the environment, reduce
the state’s dependence on oil, diversify the state’s energy sources, save energy, create new jobs, and
enhance public health. An important component of the plan is a cap-and-trade program covering
85 percent of the state’s emissions. The Scoping Plan was approved by the CARB on December 11,
2008.

The 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan Update identified that California had made progress
toward achieving the 2020 statewide target while also reducing criteria pollutants and toxic air
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contaminants and supporting economic growth (California Air Resources Board, 2017). CARB
published a second update to the Scoping Plan to reflect the 2030 target set by Executive Order B-
30-15 and codified by AB 32 (California Air Resources Board, 2017b). The 2022 California Scoping
Plan Update, approved by the CARB, is a roadmap to achieve carbon neutrality by 2045. It aims to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 85 percent and relies on implementing existing successful
climate programs while accelerating their pace and scale. The plan also focuses on transitioning
away from fossil fuel combustion to benefit communities disproportionately burdened by pollution
(California Air Resources Board, 2022).

8a). Less Than Significant Impact. Ventura County is adjacent to the South Coast Air Quality
Management District (SCAQMD) jurisdiction and is a part of the Southern California Association
of Governments (SCAG) region. The SCAQMD has been evaluating GHG significance thresholds
since April 2008. In December 2008, the SCAQMD adopted an interim 10,000 metric tons COze
(MTCO:ze) per year screening level threshold for stationary source/industrial projects for which the
SCAQMD is the Lead Agency. The SCAQMD has continued to consider adoption of significance
thresholds for residential and general development projects. The most recent proposal issued in
September 2010 uses a tiered approach to evaluate potential GHG impacts from various uses. The
City uses SCAQMD’s draft thresholds for evaluating GHG impacts associated with proposed
general development projects. Based on this methodology, the project has been identified as a Tier
2 project. Tier 3 projects are projects that require screening to assess whether they would exceed the
screening threshold of 3,000 MTCO2e/year.

The project would include reconfiguration of Central Avenue, drainage improvements, and
construction of bike lanes. During construction, emissions of CO2e would be less than one pound
per day and would be substantially below the threshold of 3,000 MTCO2e/year (California Air
Pollution Control Officers Association, 2025). During operation, the project would not increase the
vehicle capacity of both Central Avenue; this type of project generally causes no increase in
operational GHG emissions. Because the project would not increase the number of travel lanes on
Central Avenue, no increase in vehicle miles traveled (VMT) would occur as a result of project
implementation. In addition, due to the limited scale of the project, annual emissions would not
exceed the 3,000 MTCO2e threshold for non-industrial projects. Therefore, the project would result
in a less than significant impact on GHG emissions.

8b). No Impact. While the project would result in GHG emissions during construction, it is
anticipated that the project would not result in an increase of operational GHG emissions. The
project would not conflict with any policies from the current ARB Climate Change Scoping Plan
Update or for regionally significant Projects, the SCAG 2024-2050 Regional Transportation Plan/
Sustainable Community Strategy (RTP/SCS), that are applicable to the project. Therefore, the project
would result in no impact related to applicable plans, policies, or regulations adopted for the
purpose of reducing the emissions of GHGs.
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Cumulative Impacts

Current and continuing development contributes to cumulative impacts on GHG. Projects being
constructed simultaneously within Camarillo could have a cumulative impact on GHGs. However,
the designs for each cumulative project would be reviewed by the City’s Building & Safety
Department for consistency with applicable state and City laws and regulations for energy
efficiency before final approval. Additionally, the project operation would not increase the
cumulative GHG emissions. Therefore, the contribution of the project to cumulative impacts on
GHG emissions would not be considerable.

Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation

None required.
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9. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Less than
Potentially Significant Less than
Would the project: Significant With Significant No Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
a) Create a significant

hazard to the public or the
environment through the
routine transport, use, or
disposal of hazardous
materials?

[]

[]

X

b) Create a significant
hazard to the public or the
environment through
reasonably foreseeable upset
and accident conditions
involving the release of
hazardous materials into the
environment?

C) Emit hazardous
emissions or handle hazardous
or acutely hazardous
materials, substances, or waste
within one-quarter mile of an
existing or proposed school?

d) Be located on a site
which is included on a list of
hazardous materials sites
compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section
65962.5 and, as a result, would
it create a significant hazard to
the public or the environment?

e) For a project located
within an airport land use plan
or, where such a plan has not
been adopted, within two
miles of a public airport or
public use airport, would the
project result in a safety
hazard or excessive noise for
people residing or working in
the project area?
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f) Impair
implementation of or
physically interfere with an

adopted emergency response |:| |:| |:| |X|
plan or emergency evacuation
plan?

g) Expose people or
structures, either directly or
indirectly, to a significant risk |:| |:| |:| |X|
of loss, injury or death
involving wildland fires?

Explanation of Checklist Answers

Background

A hazardous material is any substance that may be explosive, flammable, poisonous, corrosive,
radioactive, reactive, or any combination thereof, because of its quality, concentration, or
characteristics. Hazardous materials may require special care in handling due to the hazards they
pose to public health, safety, and the environment. Potential hazards associated with hazardous
materials include fires, explosions, and leaks. Releases of hazardous materials can be damaging
when they occur in highly populated areas or along transportation routes.

A Site Investigation Report (SI) was prepared for the project (Rincon Consultants, Inc., 2023). As
part of the study, a review was conducted of the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB)
GeoTracker database to identify recognized environmental conditions associated with current and
past uses of the roadway and adjacent properties. Soil borings were advanced at five locations
where subsurface improvements would be completed. Soil matrix samples were taken on April
21, 2023 and were tested for aerially deposited lead, pesticides, and arsenic.

Soil samples collected from the project area were tested for metals and pesticides. The levels of
lead and other metals were below health-based screening levels for workers and
commercial/industrial use. No pesticides were detected. Although arsenic was found at levels
above screening thresholds, the amounts are consistent with naturally occurring background
levels commonly found in California soils. The project area is located along an existing roadway;
road widening would be conducted on the unpaved shoulders along the northeastern side of
Central Avenue. Based on the results of the SI, hazardous materials were not identified and
disturbed shallow soil beneath the site could be handled as non-hazardous waste.

9a-b). Less than Significant Impact. Construction activities would include the use of potentially
hazardous materials including vehicle fuels, oil, and transmission fluids. However, all hazardous
materials would be contained, stored, and used in accordance with manufacturers’ instructions
and handled in compliance with standard practices and applicable regulations. No potentially
hazardous materials would be used during project operation. Therefore, the project would result
in a less than significant impact related to the routine transport, use, disposal, or accidental release
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of hazardous materials.

9¢). No Impact. No schools are located within 0.25 mile of the project. The closest school to the
project is Las Posas Elementary School 1.9 miles east of the project area. Therefore, the project
would result in no impact related to hazardous emissions or handling hazardous or acutely
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within 0.25 mile of an existing or proposed school.

9d). No Impact. The project area was not listed on any regulatory databases reviewed. According
to the GeoTracker database, there are a total of six hazardous waste/materials sites located within
a 0.5-mile radius of the project area, including five Leaking Underground Storage Tank and one
cleanup program site (State Water Resources Control Board, 2025); however, all the sites have a
status of Completed — Case Closed. The project would not require excavation of potentially
hazardous waste sites. Therefore, the project would result in no impact related to a hazardous
waste site.

9e). No Impact. The project area is not located within two miles of any public or private airport or
airstrip. The Camarillo Airport is approximately two miles northwest of the project area. The
project would not conflict with any airport land use plan or operation of nearby airports. The
project would not pose any safety hazard to people working in the project area because it does not
include vertical structures or features that could interfere with air traffic. The project would
comply with all applicable occupational and construction safety regulations. Therefore, the project
would result in no impact related to safety or noise within an airport land use planning area.

9f). No Impact. According to the Safety Element of the General Plan, evacuation routes in
Camarillo depend on the event and need for evacuation (City of Camarillo, 2013b). The project
area is not located within any of the evacuation routes as listed in the General Plan. During
construction, temporary lane reductions would be required; however, Central Avenue would
remain open to through traffic during construction and continuous access for local residents and
businesses. Therefore, the project would result in a less than significant impact on adopted
emergency response plans or emergency evacuation plans.

9g). No Impact. The project area is not within high or Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones
(VHFHZ) designated by the Safety Element of the General Plan and no significant unusual urban
fire hazards have been identified in Camarillo (City of Camarillo, 2004). Therefore, the project
would result in no impact related to wildland fires.

Cumulative Impacts

Current and continuing development contribute to cumulative impacts on hazards and hazardous
materials. The potential presence of hazardous substances associated with other related projects
would require evaluation on a case-by-case basis in conjunction with the development proposal for
each of those properties. Implementation of the project, in combination with projects occurring
simultaneously in Camarillo, has the potential to increase the risks associated with the use and
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potential accidental release of hazardous materials through Camarillo. However, the potential
impact associated with the proposed project would be less than significant. Further, the City would
follow local, state, and federal laws regarding hazardous materials. Therefore, the contribution of
the project to cumulative impacts on hazards and hazardous materials would not be considerable.

Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation

None required.
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10. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

Less than
Potentially Significant Less than
Would the project: Significant With Significant No Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated
a) Violate any water

quality standards or waste
discharge requirements or
otherwise substantially
degrade surface or ground
water quality?

[]

X

[]

b) Substantially decrease
groundwater supplies or
interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge such
that the project may impede
sustainable groundwater
management of the basin?

C) Substantially alter the
existing drainage pattern of
the site or area, including
through the alteration of the
course of a stream or river or
through the addition of
impervious surfaces, in a
manner, which would:

i) result in substantial
erosion or siltation on- or
offsite?

if) substantially increase
the rate or amount of surface
runoff in a manner which
would result in flooding on- or
offsite?

iii) create or contribute
runoff water which would
exceed the capacity of existing
or planned stormwater
drainage systems or provide
substantial sources of polluted
runoff?

(iv) impede or redirect
flood flows?

[]
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d) In flood hazard,

tsunami, or seiche zones, risk |:| |:| |:| |X|

release of pollutants due to
project inundation?

e) Conflict with or
obstruct implementation of a
water quality control plan or |:| |:| |X| |:|
sustainable groundwater
management plan?

Explanation of Checklist Answers

Background

Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) requires an applicant for a federal license or permit to
conduct any activity, which may result in a discharge to waters of the U.S,, to obtain certification
from the State of California that the discharge will comply with other provisions of the act. CWA
Section 402 establishes the NPDES, a permitting system for the discharges (except for dredge or
fill material) of any pollutant into waters of the U.S. The RWQCB administers this permitting
program in California. Section 402(p) requires permits for discharges of storm water from
industrial/construction and Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4) (GPA Consulting,
2025). Section 404 establishes a permit program for the discharge of dredge or fill material into
waters of the U.S. This permit program is administered by the USACE.

The project area is within the Pleasant Valley groundwater basin, which is bound to the north
by the Springville fault and the Las Posas hills, to the east by the Arroyo Santa Rosa Valley
Groundwater basin, to the south by the Santa Monica Mountains, and to the west by the Oxnard
subbasin. In addition, the project area is within the Calleguas Creek Watershed, which covers
approximately 343 square miles and is about 30 miles long by 14 miles wide (see Figure 8). The
watershed is made up of Calleguas Creek and its major tributaries, including Revolon Slough,
Conejo Creek, Arroyo Las Posas, Arroyo Conejo, Arroyo Santa Rosa, and the Arroyo Simi drain.
The northern boundary of the watershed is formed by the Santa Susana Mountains, South
Mountain, and Oak Ridge; the southern boundary is formed by the Simi Hills and Santa Monica
Mountains (Regional Water Quality Control Board, 2022). This watershed includes the following
tributaries: Revolon Slough, Conejo Creek, Arroyo Conejo, Arroyo Santa Rosa, and Arroyo Simi.
All these tributaries drain an area of 343 square miles in southern Ventura County and a small
portion of western Los Angeles County.

Surface Water

Within the Calleguas Creek Watershed, the primary source of natural streamflow comes from
runoff that has been produced by precipitation in the upland areas surrounding the basin. The
natural streamflow in the major streams in the basin is intermittent to ephemeral (U.S.
Geological Survey, 2003).
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The designated inland surface water beneficial uses for the Las Posas Estates Drain are
agriculture, groundwater recharge, warm freshwater habitat, wildlife habitat, and wetland
habitat (Los Angeles RWQCB, 2019).

Las Posas Estates Drain

Las Posas Estates Drain begins as an unlined agricultural drainage, which becomes concrete
lined approximately 25 feet north of Central Avenue. Las Posas Estates Drain continues under
Central Avenue, under U.S. Highway 101 and daylights south of U.S. Highway 101 (see Figure
9). At the time of the survey, a vertical PVC outfall pipe within the Las Posas Estates Drain, north
of Central Avenue, was discharging water into Drainage 1. Las Posas Estates Drain connects to
Camarillo Hills Drain which then joins Revolon Slough south of Sturgis Road. Revolon Slough
flows for approximately 5.50 miles and then connects with Calleguas Creek just south of
Revolon Slough and Calleguas Creek Road. Calleguas Creek flows for approximately two miles
before flowing into the Pacific Ocean.

Drainage 1

Drainage 1 is an unlined agricultural drainage which is located north of Central Avenue and
west of Ponderosa Drive. Drainage 1 appears to receive runoff agricultural irrigation. Drainage
1 flows west to east and connects to Las Posas Estates Drain when flows are sufficient. Pipe
culverts were observed under the earthen driveways allowing flows to continue east.

Drainage 2

Drainage 2 is an unlined agricultural drainage approximately 0.24 mile from the Central Avenue
and Daily Drive intersection. Drainage 2 is an unlined drainage but a headwall has been recently
constructed to divert flows under U.S. Highway 101. Drainage 2 appears to daylight south of
U.S. Highway 101 within an agricultural area and then sheet flows from there.

10a). Less Than Significant Impact With Mitigation Incorporated. Because the project would
impact over one acre of land, the project would be required to follow an approved Storm Water
Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) in compliance with the SWRCB Construction General Permit
(CGP) (Order No. 2022-0033-DWQ). The SWPPP would include BMPs that would prevent or
reduce pollutants from entering waterways during project construction. The SWPPP would be
developed and approved by jurisdictional authorities and the RWQCB prior to project
commencement. The project would also require a CWA 404 Nationwide Permit Authorization
from the USACE and a CWA 401 Water Quality Certification from the RWQCB.

During construction, work within or adjacent to the drainages could cause dust, soil, or
construction materials and debris to be released into the drainages. In addition, oil, fuel, and other
petroleum products from construction equipment could be accidentally released during
construction, resulting in impacts on water quality within the drainages.
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However, the project would be constructed in compliance with the CGP, which would require
implementation of protective measures to minimize erosion and prevent construction debris and
other materials from entering the drainages.

Widening the roadway and constructing the bike lanes would result in a permanent increase of
approximately 11,000 square feet of impervious surface area. Although the project would result in
increased runoff flows, the project would be designed in compliance with the Ventura County
Stormwater Permit, which requires BMPs be implemented, and Low Impact Design strategies be
considered to minimize increases in runoff and runoff pollutants. The existing drainages were
designed to collect agricultural and roadway runoff and the existing hydrology would not be
substantially altered. An increase of impermeable surfaces could focus runoff to one area, resulting
in the increased velocity of runoff and erosion to that area. However, the project would improve
existing drainage on both sides of the road to accommodate the expected increase of runoff.
Because the project would be designed to accommodate expected runoff, minimize erosion, and
meet requirements for standard road drainage features, the project would not be expected to result
in substantial water quality impacts during operation.

Measures BIO-1 through BIO-6 and WQ-1 and WQ-2 would be implemented during construction
to prevent contaminants from entering the drainages, and the project is not expected to result in
substantial water quality impacts on surface waters. The project is not anticipated to violate any
water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise substantially degrade
surface or ground water quality with implementation of measures mentioned previously.
Therefore, the project would result in a less than significant impact with mitigation incorporated
on water quality standards or waste discharge requirements.

10b). Less Than Significant Impact. The project would include the addition of impervious surface
area which would reduce infiltration and reduce the locations where runoff would infiltrate into
native soils. This reduction in infiltration could result in loss of volume to localized aquifers and
reduce regional groundwater volumes. However, drainages would be constructed to guide runoff
into new catch basins to capture and treat runoff where it would be able to permeate the ground.
In addition, these increases in impervious surface area would be spread out over the entire length
of the project area and are anticipated to be negligible due to the size of the overall watershed. The
project would not be anticipated to substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such that the project may impede sustainable
groundwater management of the basin. Therefore, the project would result in less than significant
impacts on groundwater recharge.

10c.i). Less Than Significant Impact. The project would include improvements to existing earthen
drainages would be designed maintain normal drainage patterns in the area. Because the project
would impact over one acre of land, the project would be required to implement a SWPPP in
compliance with the GCP. The SWPPP would include BMPs that would prevent or reduce erosion
and siltation from occurring during project construction. The SWPPP would be developed, and
approved by the RWQCB, prior to construction. In addition, existing drainage on both sides of the
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road would be improved to accommodate the expected increase of runoff therefore there would
be no operational impacts related to erosion. With the implementation of the SWPPP, the project
would result in a less than significant impact on soil erosion.

10.c.ii - iv). Less Than Significant Impact. The project would be designed maintain normal
drainage patterns in the area. The project would include an increase of approximately 11,000
square feet of impervious surface area. Increases in impervious surface area can result in changes
to erosion patterns. However, drainages would be constructed to guide runoff into new catch
basins to capture and treat runoff within public ROW. In addition, the new drainage
improvements would stabilize the shape of the ditch on the east side of Central Avenue,
improving the driveway with culverts connecting to the Las Posas Estates Drain and replacing the
RSP at the connection to the Las Posas Estates Drain. In addition, the project would comply with
all applicable state and City codes and regulations. Therefore, the project would result in a less
than significant impact on runoff and flood flows.

10