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From: jonathan kaner

To: Kim Thai

Subject: North Point Isabel project

Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 10:53:50 AM
Hello,

As a long time regular user of the Point Isabel Park, I support the position of POINT ISABEL FRIENDS in strongly
opposing the fencing of the natural shoreline.

I see no need for a fence that would disrupt the natural beauty of this treasure. | have walked the park 3 days per
week for years, and have seen no

situations that would be improved by the placement of a fence. Perhaps twice in years, | have seen a dog going into
the mudflats. The dogs do not pay attention to,or bother the birds and do not disrupt the

shoreline.

| do support plans to remove toxic waste from the area.

Surely there must be something that is actually useful that could be addressed with the money required for fencing.
Thanks for your consideration,

Jonathan Kaner
Berkeley, CA
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From: Karen Kaner

To: Kim Thai

Subject: North Point Isabel project

Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 10:14:46 AM
To: Kim Thai

I fully support Ellen Soho's position on disallowing the proposed fencing at N. Pt Isabel.

Like Ellen Soho, | have been at the Pt Isabel Dog Park (and yes it is primarily a dog park)
almost every day since the area opened as a dog park. | spend a lot of time in the N.Pt
Isabel area. The area is fine just as it is. Clean up the toxins but NO FENCING.

There is no need for fencing at N. Pt Isabel. Fencing would be a blight on this beautiful
natural area.

The dogs do not bother the birds and do not in any way damage the shoreline. There is no
other place in the Bay Area where people can enjoy activities with their dogs so freely. Do
not spoil this precious park.

Please let the East Bay Regional Park District know that you revoke your approval of the
proposed fencing. Let them know that the park users are adamently against it.

Thank you for taking the best steps in keeping the Point Isabel Park free of un necessary
fencing and huge expenses that would incur with installing such a project!!

Monies saved from negating this fence idea could & should be utilized elsewhere in the city
of Richmond

sincerely
Karen Kaner - Regular dog walking visitor to Pt Isabel for past 18 yrs

Sent from my iPhone
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Kim Thai

Acting Principal Planner

East Bay Regional Park District
2950 Peralta Oaks Court

Oakland, CA 94605 October 19, 2025

Re: North Point Isabel Park Cap Resilience Project (NPIPCRP)

Dear Ms. Thai;

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the NPIPCRP. | am one of the thousands of Point
Isabel Friends and | am writing to support the letter written on behalf of our organization by Mary
Barnsdale. | fully support the many points she raises in her letter, and most importantly, | am
opposed to the proposal to fence the shoreline of Hoffmann Bay. We appreciate improvements to
the park and a fence would not only not be an improvement, it would be a waste of taxpayers'
money. | am certain that the EBRPD can find better ways to use these funds than to build a fence to
address imagined problems and at the same time ruin the aesthetic of Point Isabel and the overall
park experience for many of us.

| look forward to hearing more about future plans for Point Isabel that do not include the fence
proposal and, along with other Point Isabel Friends, collaborate with you and your colleagues on
improving the park we all treasure.

Best regards

Karin Mac Donald

Oakland, CA



From: krockO7@mac.com

To: Kim Thai

Subject: North Point Isabel project

Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 8:34:29 PM
Dear Kim,

with this email 1 would like to express my disappointment with the current plans to fence off the entire shoreline at
North Point Isabel. | am walking my dogs there most days of the week and they thoroughly enjoy the access to the
water for a swim and for fetching balls from the water. | always keep them out of the coastline at low tide, but at
high tide it is a wonderful asset for the dogs and a joy to watch them. We don’t have many options for dog
swimming in Berkeley, so fencing off the North Point Isabel would be a real loss.

Could PIDO and / or myself please be included in to an improved design decision?
| do appreciate the other design elements like benches and vegetation etc. - that’d be lovely!
Thank you so much for your consideration!

Best regards,
Katharina Rock
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From: Kathleen Roth

To: Kim Thai

Subject: North Point Isabel Park Cap Resilience Project
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:15:41 PM

Dear Ms. Thai:

I would like to comment on the North Point Isabel Park
Cap Resilience Project. 1 am in favor of the project
with the exception of the proposal to fence the Hoffman
Bay shoreline and the Hoffman Bay channel.

| appreciate the complexity of this project with all
the environmental and engineering factors involved.
There have been so many proposals over the years
to limit recreation in this area. Point Isabel

is not a dog park, it is a multi-use park

used by all sorts of people.

I like to go and look at

the bay, feel the wind in my hair, look at the

shorebirds, and also socialize. | love watching the dogs
play. This is an important place for people to get outdoors
and get a little exercise. The idea of peering through a fence
changes the whole experience.

I was involved in the formation of what is now called
"North Point Isabel" and related areas

for many years and was involved

in meetings about that with the EBRPD, and the
many meetings as the McLaughlin East Shore State Park
was being formed, as an advocate for off-leash
recreation with dogs. | used to run the railroad
right-of-way before the Bay Trail was established.

I am also a fierce defender of wildlife and protecting
the marsh, etc., and follow the rules of where dogs
are allowed.

It seems like the same issues need to be fought

in meeting after meeting. The issue of this fence
seems to have come out of left field and is completely
unrelated to the cap and the risks of leakage. I think

it should be taken out of the proposal. If someone feels
strongly about it, it deserves a separate proposal

and commentary period. | have not

observed dogs entering the mudflats at low tide

or bothering birds, but if this is an issue

it can be dealt with with better signage,

user education, and perhaps patrols or

volunteers at periods of low tides. | do

not think it is an issue.

Please- NO FENCE!!!

See attached photos by a member of Friends


mailto:kroth@well.com
mailto:kthai@ebparks.org

of Point Isabel, fence added with photo editor.

Thank you.
Kathleen Roth
6279 Virgo Rd.
Oakland CA 94611



From: Leah Goldberg

To: Kim Thai

Cc: pointisabelfriends@gmail.com

Subject: North Point Isabel capping project
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:13:58 PM
Ms. Thal,

I urge the East Bay Regional Park District not to fence off the Hoffman Bay shoreline and to
preserve off-leash dog access at Point Isabel. This area is a unique, shared public space that
safely accommodates multiple recreational uses and should remain open and unfenced.

Thank you for considering community input on this important issue.
Regards,
Leah Goldberg in Berkeley
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From: Lucy Corin

To: Kim Thai

Cc: pointisabelfriends@gmail.com
Subject: North Point Isabel capping project
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:38:07 PM
Dear Ms. Thai,

I recently learned that my favorite place in the east bay for the almost 20 years I’ve lived here
— Point Isabel dog park— is in danger! This is what | tell friends about who don’t live here
and don’t understand what is so great about the bay— we have a real place of beauty for
people and their animals to thrive together, and it works. It is the only truly safe space for dogs
to get the freedom and socialization off-lead that they need in order to learn to be good
citizens on-lead. That might sound counter-intuitive to people who don’t know dogs, but I
promise: dogs who get real exercise and lots of safe encounters with strangers are going to be
gentle and friendly with everyone they meet in and around town. Please let it remain wide
open space for people and their unleashed dogs!

Thank you for considering community input on this important issue.
Sincerely,

Lucy Corin

Berkeley
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From: Marcia Mathog

To: Kim Thai

Cc: pointisabelfriends@gmail.com
Subject: Northpoint Isabel capping project
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 5:45:58 PM
Dear Ms. Thai,

I urge the East Bay Regional Park District not to fence off the Hoffman Bay shoreline
and to preserve off-leash dog access at Point Isabel. This area is a unique, shared public
space that safely accommodates multiple recreational uses and should remain open and
unfenced.

Thank you for considering community input on this important issue.
Sincerely,

Marcia Mathog
Kensington CA
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From: Mark Berger

To: Kim Thai

Cc: pointisabelfriends@gmail.com

Subject: North Point Isabel capping project
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:31:49 PM
Dear Ms. Thai,

I urge the East Bay Regional Park District not to fence off the Hoffman Bay shoreline and to
preserve off-leash dog access at Point Isabel. This area is a unique, shared public space that
safely accommodates multiple recreational uses and should remain open and unfenced.

Thank you for considering community input on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Mark Berger
Berkeley, CA
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October 20, 2025

Kim Thai, Acting Principal Planner
Planning, Trails, and GIS

East Bay Regional Park District
2950 Peralta Oaks Court

Oakland, CA 94605

Re: Public Comment re: North Point Isabel Park Cap Resilience Project

This is a joint comment from David Fielder, for the Point Isabel watersports community, and
Mary Barnsdale, for recreational dog walkers.

On behalf of the park visitors who enjoy recreation at Point Isabel and North Point Isabel, please
eliminate the terms “dog park,” “existing dog park,” and “new dog park” from all North Point
Isabel Park Cap Resilience Project documents. These can be found in several places.

Both sides of the park are managed by East Bay Regional Park District (EBRPD) as multiuse
parkland where dogs are allowed off-leash. Dog parks, on the other hand, are typically small,
fenced facilities, managed by cities or counties, and dedicated to a single form of recreation.
EBRPD doesn’t operate dog parks.

A misunderstanding about the fundamental difference between the two resulted in both Point
Isabel Regional Shoreline and North Point Isabel being closed to visitors early in the COVID-19
pandemic. County health officials had ordered all dog parks shut, which should not have
included a 50-acre regional park that happens to allow dogs off-leash. It took two months and the
concerted efforts of EBRPD Director Elizabeth Echols, watersports enthusiasts, and recreational
dog walkers to get the park open again.

Thank you!

Sincerely,

David Fielder Mary Barnsdale
David Fielder Mary Barnsdale

Berkeley El Cerrito



From: Amodeoman

To: Kim Thai

Subject: Dog Park

Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 8:22:46 AM
To Kim Thai:

Though I no longer have a dog, we do dog sit from time to time and have used the Pt. Isabel dog park many many
times both for our dogs when we had them and since. It is no doubt the best dog park | have ever seen, where the
dogs run free, dive in the water, cross the bridge and roam around peacefully. | have never seen a dog disturb
wildlife or cause a problem by interfering with birds. And owners get to walk the park, many without having their
dogs on leash. It’s a treat for the dogs, and a treat for the owners.

Birds fly and roost wherever they want, and they avoid the dogs at Pt. Isabel. But there is no other place like Pt.
Isabel for dogs, where there is so much territory and so much freedom. To further restrict area dogs’ already pretty
restricted lives is wrong and unfortunate. Dog owners at Pt. Isabel are for the most part very responsible, and careful
with their pets, careful with waste. Don’t cut off access to water, and don’t restrict owners’ access to any part of Pt.
Isabel that is already open to dogs and their owners.

We liberals have to be reasonable. Protecting wildlife is important, but wild birds are free, can fly and roost
wherever they wish; they avoid getting into trouble with the dogs. Let’s keep at least one great place for dogs.
They’re not damaging any wildlife’s chances of survival there. Let’s not damage this dog-topia out of misguided
and unnecessary do-gooding.

Michael Gould
825 Park Way
El Cerrito
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From: Paul Miller

To: Kim Thai

Subject: Opposed to New Fencing at Hoffman Channel Shoreline, Point Isabel Regional Shoreline
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 4:11:05 PM

Ms. Thali,

I am writing today to voice my opposition to part of the planned changes to the north side of
Point Isabel Regional Shoreline. While | certainly appreciate the need to create greater
resilience to sea level rise, so we can all continue to enjoy this wonderful space, | am opposed
to the proposal of a fence along Hoffman Bay.

I visit Point Isabel 7 days a week most weeks, with my dog, and have for nearly the past 6
years. | understand the rationale for the fence is so that dogs do not disturb the seabirds who
come to Hoffman Bay. However, this is a solution to a non-problem. In over 1000 trips to
Point Isabel, never once have | observed any dogs disturbing birds in the bay. | have,
however, observed on multiple occasions, hundreds of birds swimming and feeding in the bay,
all without any interference from dogs.

This fence would be a wholly unnecessary waste of time, money, and effort. The resources
that would be spent on this aspect of the project would be better directed to improving other

aspects of the park system. | understand PIDO is in support of the fence, but every regular
visitor to the park | have spoken to opposes it.

Thank you for your consideration,

Paul Miller, Richmond CA.

14-1

14-2
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From: Priscilla Hoffnagle

To: Kim Thai
Subject: Fwd: Pt. Isabel Hoffman Bay project
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 11:46:52 AM

Re; Pt. Isabel Hoffman Bay project

As a long time member of PIDO and a board member for several years | want to express my
support for fencing off the Hoffman Bay area at Pt. Isabel. 1 am also a member of the
Audubon Society and Cornell Lab of Ornithology and support protecting the environment.
Thank you for all the great work you've done at Pt. Isabel - it's the best way to start one's day
and a real treasure. Oh - and please thank all the rangers that work so hard to maintain the
park!

Priscilla Hoffnagle
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From: Richard Hammond

To: Kim Thai

Cc: pointisabelfriends@gmail.com
Subject: North Point Isabel capping project
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:55:00 PM
Dear Ms. Thai,

I respectfully urge the East Bay Regional Park District not to fence off the Hoffman Bay
shoreline and to preserve off-leash dog access at Point Isabel.

This area is a unique, shared public space — probably the largest of its kind in the entire East
Bay region — that safely accommodates multiple recreational uses and should remain open
and unfenced.

I do support capping of whatever landfill gas leaks may have been identified. That activity
should conducted, of course, in whatever manner is consistent with health and safety of
humans and canines. I’m confident, however, that it can be accomplished with a construction
plan that minimizes the extent and duration of interruptions to existing uses of the area.

Thank you for considering community input on this important issue.

Sincerely,

Richard Hammond
Berkeley, CA

Sent from my iPhone
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From: ruth frassetto

To: Kim Thai

Subject: North Point Isabel project

Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 7:48:55 AM
Dear Katie,

As a frequent user of the park | would like to be included in the conversation about fencing the
North Point Isabel project. I am opposed of this plan. Fencing an "Open Space" defeats the
principal of rreginal park lands and specifically Pt. Isabel. If the fencing is to keep the dogs
out of Hoffman Bay, stronger signage and possibly a violation fee could be assessed to
violators any funds to go to park protection fund for those who ignore the signs. Maybe try
this and see if it works verses fencing off the perimeter ruining the beauty of the site.

Thank you for your consideration,

Ruth Frassetto
(510) 697-8606

ruthfrassetto@gmail.com

1 will not investigate, verify, or warrant information from third parties.
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From: Susan Thorner

To: Kim Thai

Subject: North Point Isabel Park Cap Resilience Project
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:07:09 PM
Dear Ms. Thai,

As long-time user (with and without dogs) and supporter of Point Isabel Park, north and south, I strongly endorse the well thought out points and recommendations made by Mary
Barnsdale in the linked letter and hope that the project proceeds as she envisions it, as that would serve very well all of the communities that can and do enjoy the park.

https://lookaside.fbsbx.com/file/Point%20Isabel%20Friends%20public%20comments%200n%20North%20P1%20cap%20project%2C%2017%200ctober%202025%20F INAL .pdf?
token=AYQ_XyhuMyUbKXYYQkXpDgDg5GkQ02VaF9U_kptPLbmgyPPHVOySsmstkKTg7_MI-
170JaHGVXZGQCQ2I750Y823gNpdClbaApcjLZMGAMNrhgbYIUZQxXVL-N7-g7gtwYSK1_WhfuM6Mwi3wnsXr_FrocCl_cEK2G3iMLZDOKDQPgFu4mfQQucHqCQVN2-
JESg8ANIckTIGoIMX4UDX8htTtONCSyFI4enl sxxL.0zn9A

Sincerely,
Susan Thorner
Brentwood

---Sent from my iPhone
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From: Tia Rey

To: Kim Thai

Subject: No, to New Fencing at Point Isabel"s Hoffman Bay
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 1:41:22 PM

Hello -

| am writing to you as | am a member and supporter of PIDO, and a frequent visitor to Point Isabel with
my dogs. | do not support the new fencing that is being proposed surrounding Point Isabel's Hoffman
Bay.

| feel that there are better use for the funds than a fence i.e. maintaining the grass more frequently,
especially during foxtail season. There is not enough being done there. Also, better graded pathways,
lighting bollards for early evening safety and | would even go as far as proposing a small dog fenced
area. These are better examples to do more of wiser choices than spending funds on shared space with
less worries, and more reasons for people and their pets to enjoy Point Isabel.

Thank you for your strong consideration to drop this needless effort.
Kind regards,

TP Ordanza
yahwehsf@yahoo.com
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From: Wendy Dhillon

To: Kim Thai

Cc: pointisabelfriends@gmail.com

Subject: North Point Isabel capping project
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 12:23:52 PM
Dear Ms. Thal,

We use Point Isabelle frequently with our dogs and have loved using this space for years. We
would be really upset if the shoreline was fenced off.

I strongly urge the East Bay Regional Park District not to fence off the Hoffman Bay
shoreline and to preserve off-leash dog access at Point Isabel.

This area is a unique, shared public space that safely accommodates multiple recreational uses
and should remain open and unfenced.

Thank you for considering my thoughts on this important issue.
Sincerely,

Wendy Dhillon
Berkeley
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From: Will Laves

To: Kim Thai

Cc: pointisabelfriends@gmail.com
Subject: North Point Isabel capping project
Date: Monday, October 20, 2025 2:58:08 PM
Dear Ms. Thai:

As a member of the community, a resident of Berkeley, and a frequent user of the East Bay
Regional Parks, | am writing to urge you to not fence off the Hoffman Bay shoreline, and to
preserve off-leash dog access at Point Isabel.

This is a unique area which | make use of frequently as it supports multiple recreational users. It
should remain open and unfenced.

Thank you for considering community input on this important issue.

Sincerely,
William Laves
Berkeley, CA

Will Laves
w@laves.me
Cell: 303-503-6937
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APPENDIX B:
Potential and Existing Resource Protection
Fence Locations
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	Mitigation Measure BIO-8: Hoffman Marsh. The East Bay Regional Park District shall implement the following measures during all phases of construction to ensure noise levels do not exceed 60 dBA Leq along the project boundary:
	Mitigation Measure BIO-9: Biological Monitoring. When construction activities are occurring, a qualified biologist shall inspect the site at least twice per week to ensure implementation of, and compliance with, all mitigation measures specified herei...
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