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RECEIPT NUMBER:

36 — 09122025 — 668

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY.

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If applicable)

N/A
LEAD AGENCY

Inland Empire Utilities Agency
LEADAGENCY EMAIL DATE

09122025
COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING DOCUMENT NUMBER
San Bernardino □ -

PROJECT TITLE

IEUA Chino Creek Wetlands Facilities Upgrades Project
PROJECT APPLICANT NAME PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER

Inland Empire Utilities Agency - (909)993-1600
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE

6075 Kimball Avenue Chino CA 91708
PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box)

□ Local Public Agency □ School District □ Other Special District □State Agency □Private Entity

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES:

□ Environmental Impact Report (EIR) $4,123.50 $

□ Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) $2,968.75 $

□ Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW $1,401.75 $

□ Exempt from fee

□ Notice of Exemption (attach)

□ CDFW No Effect Determination (attach)

□ Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy)

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

□ Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only,) $850.00 $
□ County documentary handling fee $
□ Other $

PAYMENT METHOD: #4590
□ Cash □ Credit □ Check □ Other TOTAL RECEIVED $
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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

To: 

and

Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 
State Clearinghouse 
1400 Tenth Street  
Sacramento, CA 95814 

From: Inland Empire Utilities Agency 
6075 Kimball Avenue  
Chino, CA 91708 

San Bernardino County 
Clerk of the Board 
385 North Arrowhead Avenue 
San Bernardino, CA 92415 

DATE FILED & POSTED
Posted On:  

Removed On:  

Receipt No:. 

9.12.25

10.20.25

36-09122025-668

Project Title: IEUA Chino Creek Wetlands Facilities Upgrades Project

Project Location: The proposed project is located within the existing Chino Creek Wetlands and Educational Park,  
which is south of lEUA's headquarters facility, and west of lEUA's Regional Plant 5 (RP-5), located at 15975 El Prado  
Road within the City of Chino, in San Bernardino County, California. The site is located within Section 25, Township   
2 South, Ranee 8 West, San Bernardino Base and Meridian, as depicted on the USGS - Fontana Quadrangle. The  
approximate coordinates of the project are as follows: 33°57‘57.4"N 117°40‘36.4"W._________________________  

Project Location - City: Chino 

Project Location - County: San Bernardino

Description of Nature, Purpose, 
and Beneficiaries of the Project: IEUA plans to upgrade the facilities at the existing Chino Creek Wetlands and  
Educational Park. The project would focus on revitalizing park infrastructure and expanding recreational usability  
while preserving the site's educational and ecological value. Key recreation features supported through the LWCF 
grant and matching funds include:_________________________________________________________________  
* New shaded areas for public use: Two permanent shade structures will be installed—one over the existing picnic
area and another over the amphitheater—enhancing year-round usability and visitor comfort during educational
programs and community events.__________________________________________________________________
* Improved lighting and access: New light towers will be installed throughout the park and along existing 1.7 miles
of walking trails, increasing safety and extending usable park hours.______________________________________
* Upgraded amphitheater experience: Infrastructure upgrades will include a new power source to support the
shaded amphitheater, allowing for improved educational programming and public gatherings._________________

Major support amenities include:__________________________________________________________________ 
* Restroom facilities: A new unisex restroom facility will include four stalls, an outdoor sink, and a janitor's closet,
significantly improving public access to sanitation.____________________________________________________
* Security enhancements: A new wrought iron perimeter fence will be constructed, and new entry gates with timer-  
based operator control will be installed to better manage park access and enhance security during operational and
non-operational times.__________________________________________________________________________
» Habitat restoration: The project will convert an unused subsurface wetland into a native Coast Live Oak woodland
area, supporting habitat restoration goals and reinforcing the park's role as a model of environmental stewardship.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Inland Empire Utilities Agency 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Inland Empire Utilities Agency 

Exempt Status: (Check One) 

__ Ministerial (Sections 21080(b)(1); 15268) 
__ Declared Emergency (Sections 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)) 
__ Emergency Project (Sections 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)) 
/  Categorical Exemption (Section 15303 and 15333) 
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Reasons why project is exempt: The State CEQA Guidelines provide a series of categorical exemptions for projects  
that have been deemed to have minimal impacts on the environment. The purpose of project is to revitalize Chino 
Creek Wetlands and Educational Park infrastructure and expand recreational usability while preserving the site's 
educational and ecological value. The proposed project consists of installation of several accessory structures and 
features, including two new permanent shade structures, improved lighting and access throughout the park and 
along existing 1.7 miles of walking trails, a new power source to support the shaded amphitheater, restroom facilities, 
new wrought iron perimeter fence. These features would be categorized as appurtenant or accessory to the existing 
site use as the Chino Creek Wetlands and Educational Park. The proposed project improvements would not exceed 
5 acres of disturbance, further the proposed project would facilitate habitat restoration of an unused subsurface 
wetland into a native Coast Live Oak woodland area, wherein no endangered, rare, or threatened species or their 
habitat exists that would be significantly impacted by the project particularly due to design measures intended to 
protect potential nesting birds, and the proposed project would not result in individually or cumulatively significant 
impacts. Based on the above, the proposed project meets the criteria for a Class 3 and Class 33 Categorical 
Exemption. Class 3 Exemptions consists of "New Construction or Conversion of Small Structures," outlined under 
Section 15301 of the State CEQA Guidelines. Class 3 Exemptions include "construction and location of limited 
numbers of new, small facilities or structures; installation of small new equipment and facilities in small structures; 
and the conversion of existing small structures from one use to another where only minor modifications are made in 
the exterior of the structure. The numbers of structures described in this section are the maximum allowable on any 
legal parcel...(e) Accessory (appurtenant) structures including garages, carports, patios, swimming pools, and 
fences." Class 33 consists of "Small Habitat Restoration Projects/' outlined under Section 15333 of the State CEQA 
Guidelines. Class 33 Exemptions include "projects not to exceed five acres in size to assure the maintenance, 
restoration, enhancement, or protection of habitat for fish, plants, or wildlife provided that: fa) There would be no 
significant adverse impact on endangered, rare or threatened species or their habitat pursuant to section 15065, (b) 
There are no hazardous materials at or around the project site that moy be disturbed or removed, and (c) The project 
will not result in impacts that are significant when viewed in connection with the effects of post projects, the effects 
of other current projects, and the effects of proboble future projects." The proposed project has been determined 
not to have a potential to cause significant adverse environmental effects if it is implemented. Therefore, this 
proposed action is not forecast to cause any potential for significant adverse environmental impacts and qualifies 
with the requirements for Class 3 and 33 (15303 and 15333) Exemption. 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: Pietro Cambiaso_____________________  Telephone: (909) 993-1600__________________

Date: 9-10-2025

Signature: Title: Manager of Compliance and Sustainability
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