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Notice of Exemption

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From: (Public Agency): City of Camarillo 
      601 Carmen Drive 
      Camarillo, California 93010 
(Address) 

County Clerk 
County of: Ventura 
800 South Victoria Avenue 
Ventura, California 93009 

Project Title: Reservoirs Replacement – Project No. WT-5044 

Project Applicant: City of Camarillo – Department of Public Works 
Project Location – Specific:  
The project site is comprised of two properties - Assessor’s Parcel Number 158-021-016 at the terminus of Calle 
Alberca and Assessor’s Parcel Number 156-018-012 near the northern terminus of Antonio Drive. 

Project Location – City: Camarillo Project Location – County: Ventura 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
The Project consists of the demolition and replacement of two existing water storage reservoirs to meet current 
seismic and structural requirements. Reservoir No. 1, an existing 3-million-gallon (MG) tank, would be replaced with 
a 4-MG tank, and Reservoir No. 2, an existing 1-MG tank, would be replaced with a new 1-MG tank. In addition, the 
City would remove the existing Reservoir Nos. 3 and 4 (which have a combined capacity of 1.375 MG) from service 
but would leave them in place. Overall, the project would not result in a net increase in the City’s water storage 
capacity. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: City of Camarillo 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: City of Camarillo 

Exempt Status: (check one): 
□ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);

□ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));

□ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));

■ Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 2 (Section 15302)

□ Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt: 
The proposed project involves the replacement of two existing water storage reservoirs on the same site as the 
existing reservoirs, and there would be no expansion of the City’s overall water storage capacity. The replacement 
reservoirs would have substantially the same purpose as the existing reservoirs and would continue to provide 
potable water storage for the City’s water system. In addition, none of the exceptions outlined in CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15300.2 apply to the proposed project. 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: James Campero Area Code/Telephone/Extension (805) 388-5340 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? □ Yes □ No

Signature: Date:  09/10/2025 Title: 
Assistant PW Director – City 
Engineer 

■ Signed by Lead Agency □ Signed by Applicant

Date Received for filing at LCI 

jcampero
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Rincon Consultants, Inc. 

180 North Ashwood Avenue 

Ventura, California 93003 

805-644-4455 

 

 

www. r inconcons u ltan ts . com 

September 8, 2025 

Project No: 25-18173 

Michael Kang, Principal Civil Engineer 

City of Camarillo 

601 Carmen Drive 

Camarillo, California 93010 

Via email: mkang@cityofcamarillo.org 

Subject:  CEQA Categorical Exemption Memorandum for the Camarillo Reservoir Nos. 1 and 2 

Replacement Project, Camarillo, Ventura County, California 

Dear Mr. Kang: 

This memorandum provides an analysis to support the determination by the City of Camarillo (City) 

that the proposed Camarillo Reservoir Nos. 1 and 2 Replacement Project is exempt from the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant to Section 15302 of Title 14 of the California Code of 

Regulations. 

Project Location 

The project site is comprised of two discontiguous properties, currently developed with the City’s 

Reservoir Nos. 1 and 2, in Ventura County. Reservoir No. 1 is situated on Assessor’s Parcel Number 

158-021-016 at the terminus of Calle Alberca within the city of Camarillo, while Reservoir No. 2 is 

located on Assessor’s Parcel Number 156-018-012 near the northern terminus of Antonio Drive, in 

unincorporated Ventura County.  

The Reservoir No. 1 property has a General Plan land use designation of Public and is zoned Rural 

Exclusive Residential (RE) (City of Camarillo 2024a and 2024b). This property is surrounded by single-

family residences (and associated agricultural uses) in all directions. The Reservoir No. 2 property has 

a General Plan land use designation of Open Space and is zoned Open Space (OS-40 ac) (County of 

Ventura 2025). This property is surrounded by multi-family residences to the west, orchards to the 

south, and open space (the Camarillo Hills) to the north and east. 

Project Description 

The proposed project consists of the demolition and replacement of two of the City’s existing water 

storage reservoirs, which do not meet current seismic and structural requirements. Reservoir No. 1 is 

an existing 3-million-gallon (MG) steel tank that would be replaced with a 4-MG pre-stressed concrete 

tank, and Reservoir No. 2 is an existing 1-MG steel tank that would be replaced with a new 1-MG pre-

stressed concrete tank. In addition, the City would remove the existing Reservoir Nos. 3 and 4 (which 

have a combined capacity of 1.375 MG) from service but would leave them in place. Overall, the 

project would not result in a net increase in the City’s water storage capacity. There would be no change 

to the nature or frequency of the City’s operation and maintenance activities related to the reservoirs. 
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Exemption Analysis 

Suitability of Use of Categorical Exemption 

The proposed project qualifies for a Categorical Exemption (CE) under CEQA. Public Resources Code 

Section 21084 requires the CEQA Guidelines to include a list of classes of projects that have been 

determined not to have a significant effect on the environment and that are, therefore, exempt from 

CEQA (see Article 19, Sections 15301 through 15333 of the CEQA Guidelines). These classes of 

projects under CEQA fall into several distinct categories; Class 2 (Replacement or Reconstruction) 

applies to the project. 

Section 15302 – Replacement or Reconstruction 

Class 2 projects consist of the replacement or reconstruction of existing structures and facilities where 

the new structure will be located on the same site as the structure replaced and will have substantially 

the same purpose and capacity as the structure replaced, including the replacement or reconstruction 

of existing utility systems and/or facilities involving negligible or no expansion of capacity.  

The proposed project involves the replacement of two existing water storage reservoirs on the same 

site as the existing reservoirs. The capacity of the new Reservoir No. 2 would remain the same as 

under existing conditions, and although the capacity of the new Reservoir No. 1 would increase by 

approximately 1 MG, the City would remove from service two other existing reservoirs with a combined 

capacity of 1.375 MG. As a result, there would be no expansion of the City’s overall water storage 

capacity. The replacement reservoirs would have substantially the same purpose as the existing 

reservoirs and would continue to provide potable water storage for the City’s water system. Therefore, 

the project involves the replacement or reconstruction of existing utility systems and/or facilities 

involving negligible or no expansion of capacity, and the Class 2 exemption is applicable. 

Discussion of CEQA Guidelines 15300.2 Exceptions 

Projects that are consistent with the categorical exemptions identified in CEQA Guidelines Sections 

15301 through 15333 are not automatically exempt from CEQA review. Section 15300.2 (Exceptions) 

of the CEQA Guidelines outlines the cases in which projects that would normally be exempt from CEQA 

review would not be exempt. These exceptions are as follows: 

a. Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project is to be 

located – a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a 

particularly sensitive environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are considered to apply 

in all instances, except where the project may impact an environmental resource of hazardous or 

critical concern where designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by 

federal, state, or local agencies. 

b. Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the cumulative impact 

of successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is significant. 

c. Significant Effect. A CE shall not be used for an activity where there is a reasonable possibility 

that the activity will have a significant effect on the environment due to unusual circumstances. 

d. Scenic Highways. A CE shall not be used for a project which may result in damage to scenic 

resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar 

resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic highway. This does not apply to 

improvements which are required as mitigation by an adopted negative declaration or certified 

Environmental Impact Report. 

r 
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e. Hazardous Waste Sites. A CE shall not be used for a project located on a site which is included on 

any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code. 

f. Historical Resources. A CE shall not be used for a project which may cause a substantial adverse 

change in the significance of a historical resource. 

The following sections address each one of the potential exceptions and demonstrate that none apply 

to the proposed project. 

15300.2(a) Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the 

project is to be located – a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on 

the environment may in a particularly sensitive environment be significant. 

Therefore, these classes are considered to apply in all instances, except where the 

project may impact an environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern 

where designated, precisely mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by 

federal, state, or local agencies. 

The proposed project qualifies for a Class 2 Categorical Exception. Therefore, this exception to a CE 

does not apply. 

15300.2(b) Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the 

cumulative impact of successive projects of the same type in the same place, over 

time is significant. 

The proposed project involves the replacement of existing water storage reservoirs with new tanks of 

similar function and capacity and would not result in a net increase in the City’s water storage capacity 

nor alter the nature or frequency of the City’s operational or maintenance activities. As a result, the 

potential for cumulative impacts to occur is low.  In addition, based on a review of the City’s list of 

pending development projects, there are no major reasonably foreseeable future projects in the 

vicinity of the project site that would result in significant cumulative impacts in combination with the 

proposed project (City of Camarillo 2025a and 2025b). Therefore, no significant cumulative impacts 

would result from successive projects of the same type in the same place over time, and this exception 

to a CE does not apply to the proposed project. 

15300.2(c) Significant Effect. A categorical exemption shall not be used for an activity where 

there is a reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the 

environment due to unusual circumstances. 

The circumstances of the proposed project are not considered unusual because: 

1. The project site is previously developed and currently contains two of the City’s existing water 

storage tanks. Both reservoir locations are in suburban areas and surrounded primarily by 

municipal, residential, and agricultural land uses.  

2. The replacement of aging reservoirs and other water infrastructure is a routine activity conducted 

by water purveyors like the City to maintain seismic and structural safety and improve water system 

reliability and resilience.  

3. The duration, nature, and intensity of construction activities would be typical of those associated 

with reservoir replacement projects. In addition, both reservoir locations are at or near the 

terminus of cul-de-sacs in residential areas; therefore, construction work would have minimal 

potential to affect local roadways or circulation. 

r 
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4. The project would not result in a long-term change to baseline operations of the City’s water system 

nor would it result in increased water storage capacity that could serve additional population or 

development. 

Accordingly, there are no unusual circumstances associated with the proposed project, and this 

exception to a CE does not apply. 

15300.2(d) Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which 

may result in damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, 

historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway 

officially designated as a state scenic highway. This does not apply to 

improvements which are required as mitigation by an adopted negative declaration 

or certified EIR. 

The nearest officially designated state scenic highway to the project site is State Route 33, 

approximately 22.5 miles north of Reservoir No. 1 and 23.5 miles northwest of Reservoir No. 2 

(California Department of Transportation 2025). The project site is not visible from State Route 33 due 

to distance and intervening topography. Therefore, this exception to a CE does not apply to the 

proposed project. 

15300.2(e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project 

located on a site which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 

65962.5 of the Government Code. 

The project site is not located on a site that is listed pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 

(California Environmental Protection Agency 2025). Therefore, this exception to a CE does not apply 

to the proposed project. 

15300.2(f) Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project 

which may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical 

resource. 

Reservoir Nos. 1 and 2 were constructed in 1971 and 1961, respectively. Since that time, a series of 

alterations has been made to both reservoirs, including replacing the roof, installing a mixing system 

to improve water quality, and an interior/exterior recoating for Reservoir No. 1 and an interior recoating 

and seismic rehabilitation for Reservoir No. 2. Both reservoirs are more than 45 years of age, which is 

the age at which the California Office of Historic Preservation typically recommends evaluation for 

eligibility as historical resources under CEQA. Accordingly, a project-specific historic resources 

evaluation was prepared, which indicates neither reservoir constitutes a historical resource under 

CEQA (Rincon Consultants, Inc. 2025). As such, the project would not result in a substantial adverse 

change in the significance of a historical resource, and this exception to a CE does not apply to the 

proposed project. 

r 
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Determination 

Based on this analysis, the proposed project meets the qualifications of Class 2 CE (CEQA Guidelines 

Section 15302 – Replacement or Reconstruction) and is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA 

Guidelines Article 19.  

Sincerely,  

Rincon Consultants, Inc.  

Annaliese Torres Jennifer Jacobus, PhD 

Supervising Environmental Planner Principal 

r 
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