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Aaron Hébert, Natural Resources Manager, and Derek Neumann, Field Operations Manager

Project Description:

History:

PL-566 is a fuel break and emergency response road in Western Santa Clara County established
after the 1985 Lexington Fire by CALFIRE to protect watershed health at three reservoirs (Chesbro,
Uvas, and Lexington) and to protect multiple residential neighborhoods. Subsequent fires in the
same general area in 2003 (Croy) and 2017 (Loma Fire) have added to the scope and extent of the
PL-566 fuel break during emergency response and cleanup efforts. PL-566 is how ~58 miles long in
total. CALFIRE has historically led the implementation of maintaining the fuel break by periodically
(every 3-5 years) returning with a masticator or similar heavy equipment to knock back vegetative
growth and maintain the fuel break. Beginning in the early 2000s, the Santa Clara Valley Open
Space Authority (“Authority”) began to own more land in the PL-566 area (~45 miles are on Authority
lands) and would conduct fuel reduction work on Authority lands using chainsaws and other hand
operated equipment to reduce fuel loads in between the years of heavy equipment-based fuel
reduction that CALFIRE led. Since 2017, the Authority has continued to conduct hand-crew based
fuel reduction projects. Portions of PL-566 are an emergency evacuation route for people living
along Casa Loma Road.

Project Details:

This project would involve mastication of fuels along a ~4 mile ridgeline road segment of the North
Fuel Break portion, mostly located in Rancho Canada Del Oro Open Space Preserve and small
portions of Mt. Chual Open Space. Authority staff will conduct a pre-construction survey for any
special status plant species and nesting birds. No vegetation in drainages will be removed, as the
work is located along the ridgetop. An excavator with masticator attachment would grub woody
fuels along both sides of the road for a distance of 20’ from the road edge (or less, depending on
slope), as well as remove any vegetation that has grown in the road since the last maintenance
cycle. A designated fire watch will follow the equipment with a fire extinguisher. After the initial
mastication, a 6-person crew will reduce smaller fuels using chainsaws and other hand-equipment
for the length of the project. This work is proposed for the spring, summer, and fall of 2026 with the
possibility of additional work needed to be done in the spring and summer of 2027.
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