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Dates Occupants
1962 Emilie W. Gabler
1964 Walter F. Siebeneicher

1966-1968 Karl A. Gabler

950 San Leandro Avenue
Dates Occupants
1962 Anthony E. Merrill
1964 Darius E. Lively

1966-1968 Arthur Cossey

Current Historic Status

The subject property at 944 and 950 San Leandro Avenue have not previously been identified on any
local, state, or national historic resources inventory.

Significance Evaluation — California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) Evaluation®

Criterion 1 — Association with significant events
944 San Leandro Avenue

The subject property developed during the agricultural period during which orchards and farms were
cultivated in the Santa Clara Valley. The house at 944 San Leandro Avenue was constructed prior to
1948. Historic aerials show a small orchard at the rear until the 1960s when it was cleared, however that
area of the parcel has remained generally undeveloped. Although the property is associated with the
agricultural period in Mountain View, research did not show that the building at 944 San Leandro Avenue
is associated with the period in an individually significant way. This single-family house is one among a
number of dwellings constructed during this period.

950 San Leandro Avenue

The house at 950 San Leandro Avenue was constructed c. 1956, around the time the neighborhood was
annexed to the City of Mountain View. During the 1950s and 1960s, the neighborhood underwent a wave
of development of industrial and residential buildings. The acceleration of development was supported by
the construction and upgrades of the nearby freeways which connected Mountain View to the rest of the
Bay Area. While the single-family house was constructed during a time of development in the
neighborhood and during the overall economic growth of the City, it was not found to be associated with
this era in an individually significant way.
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Therefore, the subject property (944 and 950 San Leandro Avenue) does not appear eligible for listing on
the CRHR under Criterion 1.

Criterion 2 — Persons
944 and 950 San Leandro Avenue

No persons of known historical significance appear to have been associated with the subject property.
None of the occupants uncovered during research are known as important figures in the history of
Mountain View or California. Therefore, the property does not appear eligible for listing on the CRHR
under Criterion 2.

Criterion 3 — Architecture and Construction
944 San Leandro Avenue

Constructed prior to 1948, the house embodies a mix of Classical and Art Deco architectural styles as
exhibited through the quatrefoil, quoin, geometrical ornamentation. These elements are minimal and the
house is overall vernacular in its simple wood-sash divided-lite windows and simple rectangular form.
The house does not feature details that make the structure stand out as an exemplary extant illustration of
any of the styles in the area. The building is of common construction and materials. No architect or
builder has been identified for the building.

950 San Leandro Avenue

Constructed c. 1956, the single-family house at 950 San Leandro Avenue is Minimal Traditional in
architectural style as shown in its small massing, roof eaves with little to no overhang and minimal
architectural detail. The house does not feature details that make the structure stand out as an exemplary
extant illustration of the style in the area. The building is of common construction and materials. No
architect or builder has been identified for the building.

Therefore, the subject property (944 and 950 San Leandro Avenue) does not appear eligible for listing on
the CRHR under Criterion 3.

Criterion 4 — Information Potential

Archival research provided no indication that the subject property has the potential to yield information
important to the prehistory or history of the local area, California, or the nation. The subject property does
not appear eligible for listing on the CRHR under Criterion 4.

Integrity

944 San Leandro Avenue

The building at 944 San Leandro Avenue retains integrity of location since it has not been moved. It
retains integrity of association and feeling because it has remained a single-family house since its
construction and still expresses the character and aesthetic of the early 20" century. The building
continues to illustrate its eclectic architectural style, and retains sufficient integrity of design, materials,
and workmanship. Integrity of setting has been greatly compromised by the construction of freeways, and
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the change from orchard or farmland to industrial and residential.

950 San Leandro Avenue

The building at 950 San Leandro retains integrity of location since it has not been moved. It retains its
integrity of association and feeling because it has remained a single-family house since its construction c.
1956 and still expresses the character and aesthetic of the mid-20th century. The building continues to
illustrate its Minimal Traditional architectural style, and retains sufficient integrity of design, materials,
and workmanship. Integrity of setting has been drastically compromised by the construction of freeways,
and the surrounding blocks’ change from agricultural to residential and commercial/light industrial.

Mountain View Historic Resource Evaluation

1. Is strongly identified with a person who, or an organization which, significantly contributed to the
culture, history, or development of the City of Mountain View.

944 and 950 San Leandro Avenue

There is no person or organization of significance individually associated with the property. The
house was occupied by a number of people over the years, none of whom are known as important
figures in the history of Mountain View or California.

2. Is the site of a significant historic event in the City’s past.
944 and 950 San Leandro Avenue
The property is not linked specifically to any significant historic events.

3. Embodies distinctive characteristics significant to the City in terms of a type, period, region, or
method of construction or representative of the work of a master or possession of high artistic value.

944 San Leandro Avenue

Constructed prior to 1944, the single-family house at 944 San Leandro Avenue embodies an eclectic
mix of architectural styles with some vernacular influences. This is presented through quatrefoil,
quoin, and geometric ornamentation. The house does not illustrate distinctive characteristics of an
architectural style significant to the City, nor is it distinguished in type or method of construction. It is
a modest example of these styles found within the City. No architect, designer, or builder was found
to be associated with the house.

950 San Leandro Avenue

Constructed c. 1956, the single-family house at 950 San Leandro Avenue is an example of a Minimal
Traditional dwelling. It embodies some elements of the architectural style as evident in its small
massing, roof eaves with little to no overhang, and minimal architectural detail. The design is
characteristic of the mid to late 20th century, however it does not illustrate distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural type that would elevate it to appear as a local historic resource. It is
a modest example of the style found within the City, and does not exhibit distinctive methods of
construction. No architect, designer, or builder was found to be associated with the house.
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4. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important to the City’s prehistory or history.

944 and 950 San Leandro Avenue

Archeology was beyond the scope of this report, but archival research provided no indication that the
subject property has the potential to yield information important to the prehistory or history of the
local area, California, or the nation.

In conclusion, the subject property (944 and 950 San Leandro Avenue) cannot be considered historic
resources since they do not appear eligible for listing on the CRHR or as a Mountain View Historic
Resource, as they do not have significance under any criteria.

Conclusion

Based on the evaluation above of the property of 944 and 950 San Leandro Avenue, it does not appear
that the subject property possesses sufficient historical significance for listing on the CRHR. The property
is not associated with the residential growth of the area of Mountain View in an individually significant
way. No persons of significance are known to be directly associated with the property. Although the
buildings are examples of the Minimal Traditional and eclectic architectural styles, they fail to be
exemplary representatives of the styles. No master architect, designers, or builders have been associated
with either building. The property is unlikely to yield information important to the prehistory or history of
the area. Therefore, the subject property, 944 and 950 San Leandro Avenue, does not appear to be eligible
for listing on the CRHR.

The subject property also does not appear to be individually eligible as City of Mountain View Historical
Resources as it does not have significance under local criteria.
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