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Permanent Sealing of Orphan Wells in Kern County Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

California Department of Conservation, Geologic Energy Management Division (CalGEM)

Robert Schaaf

Robert.Schaaf@conservation.ca.gov (714) 699-0640

Bakersfield; Unincorporated areas Kern

The proposed work involves the plugging, abandoning, and decommissioning of 18 wells, removal of tanks, aboveground
pipelines, debris, and other Project-related facilities and equipment in Kern County. One well is not within an oil field,
while the rest are in the Fruitvale (12), Mountain View (3), Edison (1), and Semitropic (1) Oil Fields. For well permanent
sealing, each well would be cleaned out and then plugged with cement and inert mud to the ground surface. Then the
well casing would be cut down to approximately five to ten feet below ground level, and the site would be backfilled with
soil up to ground level. All activities would utilize existing roads and previously disturbed areas to the maximum extent
feasible. Due to the locations of the well sites, the access and staging of equipment could have the potential for ground
disturbance. Therefore, CalGEM is preparing this Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) in accordance
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code [PRC], § 21000 et seq.) and the State
CEQA Guidelines. A site stabilization and/or lease restoration plan is proposed to ensure that that area is returned to
natural conditions.

The ISMND identified potentially significant impacts to Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, and Tribal Cultural
Resources. The project proposes the following mitigation measures:

Biological Resources:
MM BIO-1: Pre-disturbance Biological Survey Report; MM BIO-2: Worker Environmental Awareness Training; MM BIO-3:
Sensitive Reptile Species Avoidance; MM BIO-4: Blunt-Nosed Leopard Lizard Surveys and Avoidance; MM BIO-5:
Sensitive Mammal Species Avoidance; MM BIO-6: Giant Kangaroo Rat and Tipton Kangaroo Rat Surveys and
Avoidance; MM BIO-7: San Joaquin Kit Fox Surveys and Avoidance; MM BIO-8: Crotch’s Bumble Bee Surveys and
Avoidance; MM BIO-9: Burrowing Owl Surveys and Avoidance; MM BIO-10: Sensitive Plant Species Avoidance;
MM BIO-11: Nesting Bird Pre-construction Surveys; MM BIO-12: Sensitive Natural Community Avoidance.

Cultural Resources:
MM CUL-1: Unanticipated Discovery of Cultural Resources; MM CUL-2: Unanticipated Discovery of Human Remains.

Tribal Cultural Resources:
MM TRI-1: Tribal Cultural Sensitivity Training Program.

Identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that 
would reduce or avoid that effect. 



continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

Not applicable.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Central Region #4
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
Kern County
Native American Heritage Commission
San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District
U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management


