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IID - ENVIRONMENTAL MITIGATION SECTION

Project Title: Shade Trees for Southern California's Deserts

Project Location - Specific: !Mperial and Riverside Counties

Project Location - City: Mutiple Project Location - County: Imperial/Riverside
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The project will plant 6,000 trees in disadvantaged communities and underrepresented
demographic groups, specifically targeting areas with identified environmental, social, and
economic needs. To maximize community benefit, trees will be distributed evenly, with 50%
planted in residential areas and 50% in public spaces.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: mperial imgation Distrct

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Sabrina Barber
Exempt Status: (check one)
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 1526(a));
O Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
B Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: 14 CCR § 15304 - Minor Alterations to Land
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:
Reasons why project is exempt:

11D has determined this project qualified for a categorical exemption under 14 CCR § 15304
(Class 4 - Minor Alterations to Land). Planting 6,000 15-gallon trees constitutes “new gardening or
landscaping”. It provides an environmental and socio-economic benefit without removing healthy
trees or triggering any exceptions.

Lead Agency Area CodefTelephone
Contact Person; Jeremy Brooks Extension: 760-554-8581

If filed by applicant; | POSTE D

1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? SEP 95 2025
B Yes N

Signature: Date: Caiornia
Title: GeneraNLounsel
O signed by Lead Agency  [1 Signed by Applicant O 1ID Board Approved
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Project Introduction
Project Title

Shade Trees for Southern California’s Deserts
Brief Project Description

The Imperial Irrigation District and Coachella Valley Association of Governments have partnered
together to propose a 3-year, 6,000 tree planting project across the desert Southern California
counties of Imperial, Central Riverside, and Eastern Riverside. The proposed project will focus on
planting 15-gallon trees in disadvantaged communities and underrepresented demographic groups
with environmental, social, and economically identified needs. Using a two-pronged approach,
50% of trees will be planted in residential homes, and 50% will be planted in public spaces.

In 2021, the Imperial Irrigation District (IID) created a public benefits program with the vision to
make Urban Forestry accessible to their entire region. Since its inception, over 1,400 15-gallon
trees have been planted in and around the Imperial and Riverside communities. With increased
interest in their efforts, the IID now aims to expand their original Urban Forestry vision through
new partners and an ambitious tree-planting goal, extending Urban Forestry into the
underrepresented region of the Southern California desert.

The proposed project will focus on disadvantaged communities and underrepresented
demographic groups with environmental, social, and economically identified needs in the
population dense southern California desert regions of Imperial and Riverside Counties.

Project deliverables include: urban forestry planning, planting and maintenance; widespread
urban forest education and stewardship; local economic stimulation; and community engagement.
Through the dual-immersive approach of planting trees on both public and private properties, this
Program will reach a larger percentage of the underserved community.

Total Grant Funding Requested (CAL FIRE Share)

Enter the total amount of funding requested from CAL FIRE’s Urban and Community Forestry Program. The
minimum amount is $150,000 and the maximum amount is $3,000,000.

$2,975,163.00



