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Chapterl: Introduction
Hope Elementary School Water System Improvements Project

CHAPTER 1INTRODUCTION

Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group (Provost & Pritchard) has prepared this Initial Study/Mitigated
Negative Declaration (IS/IMND) on behalf of @ity of PortervillgCity orLead Agengyto address the
environmental effects of thelope Elementary School Water System Improvements P(Bjeject). This
document has been prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA),
CaliforniaPublic Resources Co@@RCBection 21000et seq. TheCityis the CEQA lead agency for this
Projed.

The site and the Project are described in detdiliapter ZProject Description

1.1 REGULATORY INFORMATION

An Initial Study (IS) is a document prepared by a lead agency to determine whether a project may have a
significant effect on the environment. In accordance with California Code of Regulations Title 14 (Chapter
3, Section 15000, et s@g- also known as the CEQA Guidelitamsction 15064 (a)(1) states that an
environmental impact report (EIR) must be prepared if there is substantial evidence in light of the whole
record that the Project under review may have a significant effect on tvieoement and should be

further analyzed to determine mitigation measures or project alternatives that might avoid or reduce
project impacts to less than significant levels. A negative declaration (ND) may be prepared instead if the
lead agency finds that there is no sulmsi@ evidence in light of the whole record that the project may
have a significant effect on the environment. An ND is a written statement describing the reasons why a
proposed Projectnot otherwise exempt from CEQA, would not have a significant effeche
environment and, therefore, why it would not require the preparation of an EIR (CEQA Guidelines Section
15371). According to CEQA Guidelines Section 15070, a ND or miifesbdll be prepared for a project
subject to CEQA when either:

a. The IS shows there is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency, that
the proposed Projeainay have a significant effect on the environment, or
b. The IS identified potentially significant effects, but:

1. Revisions in the project plans or proposals made by or agreed to by the applicant before
the proposed MND and IS is released for public review would avoid the effects or mitigate
the effects to a point where clearly no significant effects would occuepad, and

2. There is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before the agency, that the
proposed Projecasrevisedmay have a significant effect on the environment.

1.2 DOCUMENT FORMAT

This IS/MND contains six chapteérbapter lintroduction provides an overview of the Project and the
CEQA proces<Chapter 2Project Descriptionprovides a detailed description of proposed Project
components and objective§hapter 3Determination the Lead Agency’s determination based upon this
initial evaluationChapter £nvironmental Impact Analypresents the CEQA checklist and environmental
analysis for all impact areas, mandatory findings of significance, and feasible mitigation measures. If the
Project does not have the potential to significantly impact a given issue area, the relevant seciil@s p

a brief discussion of the reasons why no impacts are expected. If the Project could have a potentially
significant impact on a resource, the issue area discussion provides a description of potential impacts, and
appropriate mitigation measures and/or permit requirements that would reduce those impacts to a less
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than significant levelChapter 5Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting ProgrfMMRP), provides the
proposed mitigation measures, implementation timelines, and the entity/agency responsible for ensuring
implementation.Chapter 6Referencedetails the documents and reports this document relies upon to
provide its analysis.

TheCalifornia Emissions Estimator Modeli@glEEModOutput FilesBiological Evaluatipand the Phase

| Cultural Resources Assessment are provided as techAmipahdix AAppendix Band Appendix C
respectively, at the end of this document.
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CHAPTER 2PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 PROJECT BACKGROUND

2.1.1 Project Title

Hope Elementary School Water System Improvements Project

2.1.2 Lead Agency Name and Address

City of Porterville
291 N. Main Street
Porterville, CA 93257

2.1.3 Contact Person and Phone Number

Lead Agency Contact

Claudia Calderon
Community Development Director
(559) 7827460

CEQA Consultant

Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group
Wyatt CzeshinskEnvironmental Project Manager
(559)449-2700

2.1.4 Project Location

The Project is locatedartly in an unincorporated ai® of Tulare Countyand portions of the City of
Porterville approximatel\220milessoutheasbf Sacramento and 4&ilesNorth of Bakersfield (sefeigure
2-1 andFigure 22). Hope Elementary Schasllocated on Assessor’s Parcel Nun3@3-060-009.

2.1.5 Description of Project

Hope Elementary School, located east of the intersection of South Indiana Street and West Teapot Dome
Avenue and south of the City, is served by a single active well that is in exceedance of acceptable maximum
contaminant levels for nitrate. As a resulbpd Elementary School now seeks to consolidate with the City’s
existing water system. To do this, new water mains connecting the school to the City’s water system would
be constructed along South IndiaSteetand West Teapot Dome Avenue. Additionallg:iach water

meter and backflow preventer would be installed at the schogliteriding the school with the ability to

use the new water main for domestic water use, irrigation, and fire flow. A water tank exissitey\vwauld

be removed and the existing well would be destroyed. In total the Project would:
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x Construct approximately 6,550 linear feet (LF) eint® water main along South Indiana Street
from West Teapot Dome Avenue to West Scranton Avenue, connecting to City facilities in West
Scranton Avenue;

x Construct approximately 5,300 LF ofiaéh water main along West Teapot Dome Avenue to from
the frontage of Hope Elementary School to Newcomb Street, connecting to City facilities in
Newcomb Street;

x Install 23 1linch water services and meters for future connections to residents along South Indiana
Street and West Teapot Dome Avenue

X Horizontal Directional Drilling for approximately 1,B&%f 1Anch water main under State Route

(SR) 65 along Project alignment in route to Newcomb Street;

Install a 4inch service connection at Hope Elementary School;

Install a 4inch backflow preventer at Hope Elementary School;

Install ad-inchwater meter and box at Hope Elementary School;

Remove an existing water tank at Hope Elementary School;

Result in destruction/abandonment of the existing well at Hope Elementary School,

Install fire hydrants at least every 500 feet along proposed water main alignment, except where no

structure is present; and

X Result in approximately 1,100 LF of dead end main along West Teapot Dome Avenue from South
Indiana Avenue to Hope Elementary ScHoead end mains are those which are not connected to
another part of the water system

X X X X X X

Construction Schedule

Construction of the Project is anticipated to be completed wiglgiit months. Generally, construction
wouldoccur during the hours of 7am to 5pm, Monday through Friday, excluding holidaysofsigiction
activities wouldnclude site system testing, commissioning, and site alpafonstruction wuld require

a small amount of temporary staging and some storage areas for materials and equipment. Material
staging and storage woube: located at the well site, and in the road rightvay (ROW) along the Project
alignment.

Operation and Maintenance

The Project would connect the school to the City’s water systsna result, City staff would provide
necessary maintenanc@peration of the water system woube passive in nature and would consist of
standard routine maintenance and inspections. Pipelines would only require routine inspections and
maintenance activities on an-aseded basis.
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2.1.6 Site and Surrounding Land Uses and Setting

The surroundings uses, General Plan Designation, and zoning surrounding the Hope Elementary School site
is shown in the table below.

Table2-1: Existing Uses, General Plan Designation, & Zone Districts of Surrounding Properties

Existing Use General Plan Designatio Zone District

NORTH Orchard Rural Residential AE20 (County)

EAST OrchardRural Residence Agriculture Rural AE10(County)
Conservation

SOUTH Orchard Agriculture Rural AE10(County)
Conservation

WEST Orchard Agriculture Rural AE20 (County)
Conservation

2.1.7 Other Public Agencies Whose Approval May Be Required

Tulare County

Tulare Countyzocal Agency Formation Commission
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)

San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD)

X X X X

2.1.8 Consultation with California Native American Tribes

PRGCSection 21080.3.Et seq. (codification of Assembly Bilf[52, 201314)) requires that a lead agency,
within 14 days of determining that it will undertake a project, must notify in writing any California Native
American Tribe traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the project if that Tribe has
previously requested notification about projects in that geographic area. The notice must briefly describe
the project and inquire whether the Tribe wishes to initiate request dbaonsultation. Tribes have 30

days from receipt of notification to request formal consultation. The lead agency then has 30 days to initiate
the consultation, which then continues until the parties come to an agreement regarding necessary
mitigation or agree that no mitigation is needed, or one or both parties determine that negotiation
occurred in good faith, but no agreement will be made.

TheCityhas received written correspondence from the Santa Rosa Rancheria Yokut Tribe and the Tule River
Indian Tribe pursuant BRGection 21080.3.1 requesting notification of projects in the area. Letters were
sent to each of these tribes notifying them of the Project. These letters are discussed in further detail in
Sectio4.18
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Figure2-1: Regional Location
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Figure2-2 Aerial Map
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AppendixC Cultural Resource
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