Mark Hagan

44715 17th Street East
Lancaster, CA 93535
(661) 433-9956 (m)

June 19, 2025

Pacific Land Company

Attn: Ms. Evelyn Layug

1925 Century Park East, Ste. 1700
Los Angeles, California 90067

Dear Ms. Layug,
Re: Update of Biological Resource Assessment of TTM 082298, Lancaster, California

Development has been proposed for TTM 082298 (APNs 3150-005-015 and 039).
The approximately 10 acre (4 ha) study area was located south of Lancaster Boulevard and
east of 30th Street East, T7N, R11W, the E1/2 of the E1/2 of the NW1/4 of the SW1/4 of
Section 17, S.B.B.M. Lancaster Boulevard formed the northern boundary of the study area.
Single family residences existed north of Lancaster Boulevard. A block wall formed the
western boundary of the study area. Single family residences were present west of the block
wall. A dirt road formed the southern boundary of the study area. Old agricultural fields
were present south of the dirt road. An old agricultural field existed adjacent to the eastern
boundary of the study area with a church a short distance away.

The original 2018 report noted the area was a highly disturbed field dominated by rabbit
brush (Chrysothamnus nauseosis) (Hagan 2018). The original report noted the following.
Rabbit brush was the dominant perennial shrub species throughout the study area. Schismus
(Schismus sp.) was the dominant annual species throughout the study area. No sensitive plant
species were noted in the report. No sensitive plants are expected to occur within the study area
due to lack of suitable habitat. A total of 21 wildlife species were noted. California ground
squirrels were observed. No desert tortoises, or Mohave ground squirrels were observed during
the field survey. The report concluded desert tortoises were not present. The report concluded
suitable habitat for Mohave ground squirrels did not appear to be present. No mitigations were
recommended for either desert tortoises or Mohave ground squirrels. No burrowing owls or their
sign were present within the study site. California ground squirrel burrows were present within
the study site and would provide future potential cover sites for burrowing owls. Due to the
presence of California ground squirrel burrows the 2018 report recommended a survey for
burrowing owls be conducted within 30 days prior to ground disturbing activities.

For this update, the 2018 biological report was reviewed. Random transects were
conducted within the study site on 18 June 2025. The study site was still heavily disturbed. No
sensitive plant or wildlife species were observed during the update survey. No Swainson’s hawk
or burrowing owl nesting has been documented within 5 miles of the study site in over 5 years
(eBird 2025). No Joshua trees were observed within the study area.
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Figure 1. Representative photographs of the study site.



California ground squirrel burrows were still present which provide potential future cover
sites for burrowing owls. Burrowing owls are a candidate species for listing as threatened or
endangered by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). A take avoidance
(preconstruction) burrowing owl (4thene cunicularia) survey will be accomplished no more than
30 days prior to ground disturbance activities to ensure no owls have moved into the study site.
If burrowing owls are found to have moved into the site, an Incidental Take Permit will be
obtained prior to ground disturbing activities.

The 2018 report is still considered valid with inclusion of the updated burrowing owl
protection measures.
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Please let me know if you have any questions or need further assistance with this project.

Sincerely

Pk

Mark Hagan
Wildlife Biologist



