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Notice of Determination 

To:  Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation From:  Department of Conservation 
State Clearinghouse Geologic Energy Management Division 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 113 715 P Street, MS 1803 
Sacramento, CA 95814 Sacramento, CA 95814 

  Contact: Robert.Schaaf@conservation.ca.gov  

 

Lead Agency: Department of Conservation 
 Geologic Energy Management Division (CalGEM) 
 715 P Street, MS 1803 
 Sacramento, CA 95814 
 (714) 669-0640 
 
State Clearinghouse #: 2025090159 
 
Lead Agency Project Title:  Permanent Sealing of Orphan Well in Orange County 
 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) 
 
Date Adopted: October 9, 2025 

Project Applicant:  CalGEM State Abandonment Program 

Project Location:  Brea-Olinda Oil Field; Section 02, Township 03S, Range 10W, SB 

County:   Orange County 

Project Description: The Permanent Sealing of Orphan Well in Orange County Project involves the 
State of California's plugging and abandoning (permanent sealing) of one (1) orphan well in an 
unincorporated area of Orange County, California. The well, identified as Well #1, is in the Brea-
Olinda Oil Field north of Brea, California. Permanent sealing refers to the permanent closure and 
sealing of a well by placing cement and other approved materials in the former well. The Project 
schedule for Well #1 is estimated to last from three to five days. For well permanent sealing, the well 
would be cleaned out and then plugged with cement and inert mud to surface. Then, the well 
casing would be cut down to approximately five to 10 feet below ground level, and the site would 
be backfilled with soil up to ground level. After completion of the permanent sealing operations, 
the disturbed areas utilized for site access, permanent sealing work, and temporary equipment 
staging areas would undergo restoration to align with the landscape of the surrounding 
environment. Permanent sealing work would require some vegetation clearance to allow staging 
of equipment. Estimated surface disturbance is approximately half an acre. 
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The project activities being permitted by CalGEM are within the scope of the Permanent Sealing of 
Orphan Well in Orange County IS/MND. 

 
CalGEM approved a permit to abandon the well listed below, in the Brea-Olinda Oil Field of 
Orange County. 

API # Well Name Latitude Longitude 
0405907151 Well #1 33.94228 -117.8897 

This Notice of Determination (NOD) is to advise that CalGEM, as the Lead Agency under CEQA, 
approved the above project activities on 10/9/2025. Pursuant to the provisions of CEQA, CalGEM 
prepared an environmental document for the project, and made the following determinations: 

1. Environmental Impacts from the project will 
☐ Have a significant effect on the environment 
☒ Not have a significant effect on the environment 

2. Environmental Document prepared for this project, pursuant to the provisions of CEQA: 
☐ Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 
☒ Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) 
☐ Negative Declaration (ND) 

3. Mitigation Measures were 
☒ Made a condition of approval of the project 
☐ Not made a condition of approval of the project 

4. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan (MMRP) was 
☒ Adopted for this project 
☐ Not adopted for this project 

5. Statement of Overriding Considerations was 
☐ Adopted for this project 
☒ Not adopted for this project 

6. Findings were 
☐ Made for this project, pursuant to the provisions of CEQA (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15091) 
☒ Not made for this project, pursuant to the provisions of CEQA (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, § 15091) 

A copy of the IS/MND for the Permanent Sealing of Orphan Well in Orange County Project 
prepared by CalGEM, the MMRP, and all other related documents can be made available to the 
public by contacting the CalGEM State Abandonment Program at 715 P Street, MS 1803, 
Sacramento, CA 95814. The notice filed with the State Clearinghouse may be accessed online at: 
https://ceqanet.lci.ca.gov. 
 
 
 

Certified:  Date:  
 Program Manager 

California Geologic Energy Management Division 
State Abandonment Program 
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