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SCH #:

Project Title: Permanent Sealing of Orphan Well in Orange County Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

Lead Agency: California Department of Conservation, Geologic Energy Management Division

Contact Name: Robert Schaaf

Robert.Schaaf@conservation.ca.gov (714) 699-0640

Email: Phone Number:

Unincorporated area Orange
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The Permanent Sealing of Orphan Well in Orange County Project involves the State of California's plugging and
abandoning (permanent sealing) of one (1) orphan well in an unincorporated area of Orange County, California. The well,
identified as Well #1, is in the Brea-Olinda Qil Field north of Brea, California. Permanent sealing refers to the permanent
closure and sealing of a well by placing cement and other approved materials in the former well. The Project schedule for
Well #1 is estimated to last from three to five days. For well permanent sealing, the well would be cleaned out and then
plugged with cement and inert mud to surface. Then, the well casing would be cut down to approximately five to 10 feet
below ground level, and the site would be backfilled with soil up to ground level. After completion of the permanent
sealing operations, the disturbed areas utilized for site access, permanent sealing work, and temporary equipment
staging areas would undergo restoration to align with the landscape of the surrounding environment. Permanent sealing
work would require some vegetation clearance to allow staging of equipment. Estimated surface disturbance is
approximately half an acre.

The ISMND identified potentially significant impacts to Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, and Tribal Cultural
Resources. The project proposes the following mitigation measures:

Biological Resources:

MM BIO-1: Pre-disturbance Biological Survey Report; MM BIO-2: Worker Environmental Awareness Training; MM BIO-3:
Sensitive Reptile Species Avoidance; MM BIO-4: Sensitive Plant Species Avoidance; MM BIO-5: Coastal California
Gnatcatcher; MM BIO-6: Crotch's Bumble Bee Surveys and Avoidance; MM BIO-7: Nesting Bird Pre-construction
Surveys.

Cultural Resources:
MM CUL-1: Unanticipated Discovery of Cultural Resources; MM CUL-2: Unanticipated Discovery of Human Remains.

Tribal Cultural Resources:
MM TRI-1: Tribal Cultural Sensitivity Training Program.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Not applicable.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife, South Coast Region (Region 5)
Native American Heritage Commission

Orange County

Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board (Region 8)

South Coast Air Quality Management District




