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The California Emissions Estimator Modeling (CalEEMod) Output Files, Biological Resources Evaluation, and 
Class III Inventory/ Phase I Survey Report, are provided as technical Appendix A, Appendix B, and Appendix 
C respectively, at the end of this document. 
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agency then has 30 days to initiate the consultation, which then continues until the parties come to an 
agreement regarding necessary mitigation or agree that no mitigation is needed, or one or both parties 
determine that negotiation occurred in good faith, but no agreement will be made. 
 
The County of Mariposa has received written correspondence from the North Fork Mono Tribe, the North 
Fork Rancheria of Mono, the Picayune Rancheria of Chukchansi, and the Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation 
pursuant to AB 52 requesting notification of proposed projects.  

The County sent consultation letters, pursuant to Assembly Bill (AB) 52, to the list of all tribes provided by 
the Native American Heritage Commission with the Sacred Land File Search results. For this Project, the 
County sent out AB 52 Tribal consultation letters to 12 tribes. The Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation (SSMN) 
has knowledge of tribal cultural resources within portions of the Project area and requested to review the 
Cultural Report. A full list of tribes and further discussion can be found below in Section 4.18.  
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Figure 2-1: Regional Location Map
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Figure 2-2: Aerial Site Map
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Figure 2-3: Topo Quad Map
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Figure 2-4: Zone District Map 
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3.2 DETERMINATION

On the basis of this initial evaluation (to be completed by the Lead Agency):

|:|

IE

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there
will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a ”potentially significant impact” or ”potentially
significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets.
An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but i t  must analyze only the' effects that remain
to be addressed.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated
pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures
that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

s f, /0/2/l/202s‘
Signature Date

(LEW) G’oqf’r
Printed Nameþ iosit ion
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4 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS 
4.1 AESTHETICS 

Table 4-1: Aesthetics Impacts 

Except  as provided  in Public  
Resources  Code  Section  21099, 

would  the  project:  

Potentially  
Significant  

Impact  

Less than  
Significant  

with  
Mitigation  

Incorporated  

Less than  
Significant  

Impact  
No Impact  

a) Have substantial adverse effect on a 
scenic vista?  

    

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, 
including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings 
within a state scenic highway? 

    

c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially 
degrade the existing visual character or 
quality of public views of the site and its 
surroundings? (Public views are those 
that are experienced from publicly 
accessible vantage point). If the project 
is in an urbanized area, would the 
project conflict with applicable zoning 
and other regulations governing scenic 
quality? 

    

d) Create a new source of substantial light 
or glare which would adversely affect 
day or nighttime views in the area? 

    

4.1.1 BASELINE CONDITIONS 
The visual quality of Mariposa County is defined by its natural and constructed scenery, with an overall rural 
character. The Project area itself is located adjacent to the town of Mariposa along Mariposa Creek. 
Mariposa is a mountain community surrounded by a mix of chaparral and woodland habitats. Flow levels 
in Mariposa Creek fluctuate on a seasonal basis and during storms. During large rain events, the creek can 
flood, and during dryer times, typically towards the end of summer, the creek tends to be significantly 
lower. At 8th Street, Mariposa Creek is diverted into a culvert, which is multipurposed to act as a bridge 
crossing for trail users utilizing the existing segment of the Mariposa Creek Parkway. Various vegetation 
types, native and non-native, lie along the creek bed in the Project area. East of the Trail Project lies several 
commercial establishments. These businesses front State Route (SR) 140/49 on the non-creek side. There 
are several smaller local roadways that connect these businesses to the highway. To the west of the Project 
area is primarily woodland and riparian habitat along Mariposa Creek, with the exception of a few scattered 
residences. The Project area does not include any designated scenic vistas.  

There is one designated State Highway with a scenic segment (SR 140 from Mariposa to Yosemite National 
Park), one designated National Scenic Byway (SR 120 in Yosemite National Park), and two State highway 
segments that are eligible for designation as State Scenic Highways under Caltrans guidelines (SR 49 
through the County and SR 41 from Yosemite National Park to Oakhurst where only a short portion of the 
latter route is located in Mariposa County). 
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direct the source of light downward and focus onto the property from which it originates 
and shall not negatively impact adjacent properties or directly reflect upon any adjacent 
properties. A lighting plan shall be submitted to the Mariposa Planning Department prior 
to the issuance of grading or construction permits for the Project. 
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d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

Less than Significant Impact.  Mariposa County is full of forested lands. The Project area itself consists 
primarily of woodland habitat with dense chaparral and poison oak. Trees and shrubs will need to be 
cleared to accommodate Project design of approximately 10-12 feet wide trail corridor. Although trees 
may be removed, numerous similar trees and vegetation would remain available in the Project area. The 
proposed trail Project is in a high fire severity area and providing trail access and removal of some trees 
and vegetation would provide a safer recreational area which would result in a less than significant 
impact. 

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could result 
in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

Less than Significant Impact. The Project does not contain any land designated for farmland. , The Project 
would ensure that any removal of trees would be replaced with more at a higher rate. The Project does 
not include any element that would involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their 
location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest 
land to non-forest use. Impacts would be less than significant. 
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Figure 4-1: Farmland Designation Map
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Pollutant Averaging 
Time 

California Standards* National Standards* 

Concentration* Attainment 
Status 

Primar
y 

Attainment 
Status 

Particle 
Matter 

10 miles or more 
due to particles 
when the relative 
humidity is less than 
70%. 

*  For more information on standards visit: https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/research/aaqs/aaqs2.pdf 
**  No Federal 1-hour standard. Reclassified extreme nonattainment for the Federal 8-hour standard 5/27/2025. 
***Secondary Standard 
Source: http://www.valleyair.org/aqinfo/attainment.htm. Accessed 2015 
 
Construction  Generated  Emissions 
Construction of the trail Project is assumed to be completed over approximately four months. Emissions 
associated with the Project were calculated using the CalEEMod Air Quality Model, Version 2022.1.1.29 
(California Emissions Estimator Modeling). The emissions modeling includes emissions generated by off-
road equipment, haul trucks, and worker commute trips. Emissions were quantified based on anticipated 
construction schedules and the default parameters contained in the model. Localized air quality impacts 
associated with the Project would be minor and were qualitatively assessed. Modeling assumptions and 
output files are included in Appendix A. 
 
Thresholds of Significance  
To assist local jurisdictions in the evaluation of air quality impacts, the MCAPCD has published the Mariposa 
County Air Pollution Control District Rules and Regulations.3 This document includes thresholds of 
significance to be used for the evaluation of short-term construction, long-term operational, odor, toxic air 
contaminant, and cumulative air quality impacts. Accordingly, these thresholds of significance are used to 
determine whether implementation of the Project would result in a significant air quality impact. Projects 
that exceed these recommended thresholds would be considered to have a potentially significant impact 
on human health and welfare. The threshold for any criteria air contaminant or precursor is 100 tons per 
year. Odor impacts associated with the Project would be considered significant if the Project has the 
potential to frequently expose members of the public to objectionable odors. 

4.3.2 IMPACT ANALYSIS 
Short-Term Construction  Generated  Emissions 
Estimated construction-generated emissions are summarized in Table 4-5.  
 

Table 4-5: Unmitigated Short-Term Construction Generated Emissions of Criteria Air Pollutants 

Source Annual Emissions (Tons per Year) 
ROG NOX CO SOX PM10 PM2.5 

Maximum Annual Project 
Construction Emissions 

0.14 1.22 1.29 < 0.005 0.26 0.14 

MCAPCD Threshold 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Threshold Exceeded? No No No No No No 

 

 
3 (Mariposa County Air Pollution Control District, 2021) 

F'ýýF'ýý

https://ww3.arb.ca.gov/research/aaqs/aaqs2.pdf
http://www.valleyair.org/aqinfo/attainment.htm.%20Accessed%202015
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a) Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan? 

No Impact. The Project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of any applicable air quality 
plan. The proposed Project would not exceed any threshold for air quality emissions that has been set by 
the MCAPCD. Therefore, there would be no impact. 

b) Would the project result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which 
the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard? 

Less than Significant Impact.  The Project would not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of 
any criteria pollutant for which Mariposa County is in non-attainment under an applicable federal or State 
ambient air quality standard. As shown in Table 4-5, the Project would not be in exceedance of an 
emission threshold for any pollutant identified by the MCAPCD. Additionally, due to the nature of the 
Project, it would result in negligible operational emissions, if any. Therefore, impacts would be less than 
significant. 

c) Would the project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations? 

Less than Significant Impact. Due to the nature of the Project, there would be negligible amounts of 
operational emissions, if any. Short-term construction activities, however, could result in temporary 
increases in pollutant concentrations that could impact nearby sensitive receptors such as the residential 
dwellings near the Project site. Pollutants of primary concern commonly associated with construction-
related activities include toxic air contaminants (i.e., diesel particulate matter), asbestos, and fugitive 
dust. The potential impact to sensitive receptors diminishes as distance from the source increases. Given 
that construction would occur over a large area and construction activities would not remain in one place, 
the potential impact of the pollutants mentioned above would be less than significant in nature. 
Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

d) Would the project result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting a 
substantial number of people? 

Less than Significant Impact. During construction activities, construction equipment exhaust and 
application of asphalt, structural coating, and other construction applications would temporarily emit 
odors. Construction would be completed within the community of Mariposa and would have an effect 
on some residences that would be located near the construction area of the Project. Construction of the 
Project would be temporary, and odors would not remain after Project completion. Therefore, impacts 
would be less than significant.  
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4.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
Table 4-6: Biological Resources Impacts 

Would  the  project:  
Potentially  
Significant  

Impact  

Less than  
Significant  

with  
Mitigation  

Incorporated  

Less than  
Significant  

Impact  
No Impact  

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local 
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, 
or by the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 

    

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any 
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local or regional 
plans, policies, regulations, or by the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on 
federally protected wetlands as defined 
by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
(including, but not limited to, marsh, 
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct 
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, 
or other means? 

    

d) Interfere substantially with the movement 
of any native resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species or with established native 
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery 
sites? 

    

e) Conflict with any local policies or 
ordinances protecting biological 
resources, such as a tree preservation 
policy or ordinance? 

    

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted 
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or other 
approved local, regional, or state habitat 
conservation plan? 

    

4.4.1 BASELINE CONDITIONS 
4.4.1.1 GENERAL 
The Project site is located in Sierra Nevada Mountain Range northeast of the City of Merced and 
south/southwest of the unincorporated community of Mariposa in the middle portion of Mariposa County. 
The Project site is located within the Mariposa U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5-minute quadrangle within 
the southwest portion of Section 23, a small portion on the east side of Section 22, and a small portion on 
the north side of Section 26, Township 05 South, Range 18 East. The topography of the site consists of 
rolling hills and mountains with elevations ranging from approximately 1,895 to 2,625 feet above mean sea 
level. 
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Like most of California, the area experiences a Mediterranean climate. Warm, dry summers are followed 
by cool, moist winters. In the summer, average high temperatures range between 85- and 88-degrees 
Fahrenheit (°F), but do not often exceed 96 °F, and the humidity is generally low. Winter temperatures are 
often below 50 °F during the day and rarely exceed 55 °F. On average, the community of Mariposa Valley 
receives approximately 30 inches of precipitation in the form of rain and snow yearly, most of which occurs 
between October and May, and the site would be expected to receive similar amounts of precipitation.4 
 
A site survey for potential biological resources was performed on January 30th and 31st, by P&P staff 
biologist. The Area of Potential Effect (APE) that was used for the Biological Resources Evaluation is 
identified as 235 acres.  
 
4.4.1.2 SOILS 
Five soil mapping units representing four soil types were identified within the site and are listed in Table 
4-7 (see Appendix D of Appendix B for the Web Soil Survey Report). The soils are displayed with their core 
properties in the table below, according to the Major Land Resource Area of California. These soils are 
primarily used for livestock grazing, wildlife habitat, recreation, watershed, and home site development. 
 

Table 4-7: List of Soils Located on the Site and Their Basic Properties 
Soil Soil Map Unit Percent 

of Site 
Hydric Soil 
Category 

Drainage Permeability Runoff 

Loafercreek-
Gopheridge 

Complex, 15 to 
30 percent  
slopes 

1.3% Nonhydric Well drained Low to high High 

Complex, 30 to 
60 percent  
slopes 

14.8% Nonhydric Well drained Low to high High 

Gardellones-
Gopheridge 

Motherlode 
complex, 30 to 
60  
percent slopes 

65.3% Nonhydric Well drained Low to 
moderately high 

High 

Trabuco-
Jasperpeak 

Rock  
outcrop complex, 
8 to 30  
percent slopes 

15.3% Nonhydric Well drained Low to 
moderately high 

Medium 
to rapid 

Riverwash 
and Tailings 

- 3.3% Partially hydric - - - 

 
Hydric soils are defined as soils that are saturated, flooded, or ponded long enough during the growing 
season to develop anaerobic conditions such that under sufficiently wet conditions, hydrophytic vegetation 
can be supported. Hydric soil ratings are derived from specific soil properties as well as climate, parent 
material, vegetation, landform type, and biological activity of a certain location. One of the major soil 
mapping units is partially hydric and makes up 3.3% of the site and is located along Mariposa Creek. The 
remainder of the soil mapping units within the site are nonhydric. 
 
4.4.1.3 BIOTIC HABITATS 
Four biotic habitats were observed within the site and included oak woodland, mixed oak/pine forest, 
chaparral, and creek habitat (see Figure 4-2). Birds observed throughout all habitats included bushtit 
(Psaltriparus minimus), northern flicker (Colaptes auratus), house finch (Haemorhous mexicanus), oak 

 
4 (Weatherspark 2025) 
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Species Status* Habitat Occurrence within the Site 
populations typically forage on 
moths in areas of dense foliage.  

species within the vicinity was 
approximately 4.5 miles northwest of 
the site in 1956. 

Valley elderberry 
longhorn beetle 
(Desmocerus 
californicus 
dimorphus) 

FT Lives in mature elderberry shrubs in 
the Central Valley and adjacent 
foothills from Tehama County south 
through Merced and Mariposa 
Counties with two scattered 
populations in Madera and Fresno 
Counties. Adults are active from 
March to June. 

Absent. The site is outside of the known 
range for this species. 

Western spadefoot 
(Spea hammondii) 

FPT, CSSC The majority of the time this species 
is terrestrial and occurs in small 
mammal burrows and soil cracks, 
sometimes in the bottom of dried 
pools. Prefers open areas with sandy 
or gravelly soils, in a variety of 
habitats including mixed woodlands, 
grasslands, coastal sage scrub, 
chaparral, sandy washes, lowlands, 
river floodplains, alluvial fans, 
playas, alkali flats, foothills, and 
mountains. Vernal or seasonal pools, 
that hold water for a minimum of 
three weeks, are necessary for 
breeding. 

Absent. The site is outside of the known 
range for this species. 

 
*EXPLANATION OF OCCURRENCE DESIGNATIONS AND STATUS CODES 
Present:  Species observed on the site at time of field surveys or during recent past. 
Likely:   Species not observed on the site, but it may reasonably be expected to occur there on a regular basis. 
Possible:   Species not observed on the site, but it could occur there from time to time. 
Unlikely:  Species not observed on the site, and would not be expected to occur there except, perhaps, as a transient. 
Absent:  Species not observed on the site and precluded from occurring there due to absence of suitable habitat. 
 
STATUS CODES 
FE Federally Endangered   CE California Endangered 
FT Federally Threatened   CCE California Endangered (Candidate) 
FPT Federally Threatened (Proposed)  CT California Threatened 
     CFP California Fully Protected 
     CSSC California Species of Special Concern 
 
CNPS LISTING 
1A Plants presumed extinct in California.   
1B Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere. 
 

4.4.6 IMPACT ANALYSIS 

a) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, 
on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, 
policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service? 

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated.  Of the 20 regionally occurring special status 
plant species, five four are considered absent from or unlikely to occur within the site due to past or 
ongoing disturbance and/or the absence of suitable habitat. These species include Koch's cord moss, 
Pleasant Valley mariposa-lily, recurved larkspur, and slender-stemmed monkeyflower, and Yosemite 
onion. Since it is unlikely that these species would occur onsite, implementation of the Project would 
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monarchs could travel through the site, roosting habitat was absent. There is abundant foraging habitat 
adjacent to the site that could be used, and implementation of the Project is unlikely to significantly 
reduce potential foraging habitat for this species. Therefore, no mitigation measures are warranted for 
loss of foraging habitat. Construction activities during the breeding season could result in injury, 
mortality, displacement, or disturbance and would be considered a significant impact under CEQA. 

Implementation of mitigation measures BIO-14 through BIO-18 will reduce potential impacts to monarch 
eggs and larvae to a less than significant level under CEQA and will help the Project comply with federal 
laws protecting this species. 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance of Maternity Roosting Bats and Special Status Bats 
Trees with natural cavities occurred within the site may support tree-roosting species of bats such as 
pallid bats. Roosting habitat becomes especially sensitive to bat populations during the maternity season 
(March 1 to September 30) when pups are maturing and during the overwintering season (November 1 
through February 28). Projects that impact maternity roosting bats or hibernating roosting special status 
bats would be considered a significant impact under CEQA. 

Implementation of mitigation measures BIO-19 through BIO-22 will reduce potential impacts to roosting 
maternity bats and roosting special status bats to a less than significant level under CEQA. 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance to Foothill Yellow-Legged Frog 
The site contains Mariposa Creek along the north/northeast portion of the site and an unnamed creek 
along the south portion of the site. These waterways provide suitable aquatic habitat, and the oak 
woodland and mixed oak/pine forest habitats provide suitable upland habitat for foothill yellow-legged 
frogs (FYLF). FYLF within the site during construction have the potential to be injured or killed by Project-
related activities. Projects that result in the mortality of individuals would be considered a potentially 
significant impact under CEQA and a violation of federal law protecting this species. 

Implementation mitigation measures BIO-23 through BIO-26 will reduce potential impacts to FYLF to a 
less than significant level and help the Project comply with federal and state laws that protect this species. 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance to Hardhead 
The site contains Mariposa Creek along the north/northeast portion of the site and an unnamed creek 
along the south portion of the site through no Project activities are proposed within the creek habitat. 
These waterways provide suitable aquatic habitat for hardhead. Hardhead present within the creek 
during construction have the potential to be injured or killed by Project-related activities. Projects that 
result in the mortality of individuals would be considered a potentially significant impact under CEQA and 
a violation of federal law protecting this species. 

Implementation of mitigation measures BIO-27, BIO-28, and BIO-29 will reduce potential impacts to the 
hardhead to a less than significant level under CEQA and will ensure compliance with state laws 
protecting this species. 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance to Northwestern Pond Turtle 
The site contains Mariposa Creek along the north/northeast portion of the site and an unnamed creek 
along the south portion of the site. The creek habitat could be used by northwestern pond turtle for 
dispersal and basking. The oak woodland habitat of the site could be used by northwestern pond turtle 
for nesting and foraging. Upland areas would be permanently impacted through no Project activities are 
proposed within the creek habitat. Noise, vegetation removal, movement of workers, construction, and 
ground disturbance as a result of Project activities have the potential to significantly impact northwestern 
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d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species 
or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife 
nursery sites? 

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated.  The oak woodland and mixed oak/pine forest 
habitats of the site and surrounding areas consist of expansive open grassland and forests where species 
could move through. Numerous game trails were observed during the field survey in these habitats. 
Mariposa Creek and the unnamed stream within the site could act as a corridor for aquatic and terrestrial 
wildlife, but no impacts are proposed to these waterways and wildlife will be able to continue using these 
features while construction is occurring and would be able to continue utilizing them after construction 
activities are completed. 

The site has suitable features that could be used as native wildlife nursery sites. Large trees with natural 
cavities were located within and adjacent to the site and could function as native wildlife nursery sites 
for bats. Mariposa Creek and the unnamed stream could be used by amphibian species as wildlife nursery 
sites, though no work is proposed within these waterways. Project-related impacts to any native wildlife 
nursery sites would be considered a significant impact under CEQA. 

The potential impacts to species that could use the trees as a wildlife nursery site have been addressed 
in Mitigation Measures BIO-19, and BIO-22. Impacts to species that could use the waterways as a wildlife 
nursery site have been addressed in Mitigation Measures BIO-32. Implementation of these measures will 
reduce potential impacts to native wildlife nursery sites to a less than significant level under CEQA. 
Implementation of mitigation measure BIO-33 will reduce potential impacts to wildlife movement 
corridors to less than significant under CEQA. 

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree preservation 
policy or ordinance? 

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation 
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan? 

No Impact.  The Project appears to be consistent with the goals and policies of the State Oak Woodland 
Protection Statute. There are no known Habitat Conservation Plans (HCPs) or Natural Communities 
Conservation Plan (NCCPs) in the Project vicinity. There would be no impact and mitigation measures are 
not warranted. 

4.4.7 MITIGATION 
General Project-Related Impacts 

BIO-1 (WEAP Training): Prior to initiating construction activities (including staging and 
mobilization), all personnel associated with Project construction will attend a mandatory 
Worker Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) training, conducted by a qualified 
biologist (someone familiar with the identification and habitats of these species), to aid 
workers in identifying special status resources that may occur within the site. The 
specifics of this program will include identification of the sensitive species and suitable 
habitats, a description of the regulatory status and general ecological characteristics of 
sensitive resources, and review of the limits of construction and mitigation measures 
required to reduce impacts to biological resources within the work area. This training will 
discuss special status species, describe the laws and regulations in place to provide 
protection of these species, identify the penalties for violation of applicable 
environmental laws and regulations, and include a list of required protective measures 
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Department of Fish and Wildlife 2018), or current guidance for FYLF to determine if FYLF 
are within or adjacent (within 100 feet) of the creek habitat. If no FYLFs are found during 
the pre-construction survey and no surface water is present in the creeks, work may 
commence without further surveys. The results of any surveys and mitigation measures 
employed to reduce impacts on species to less than significant levels shall be provided 
to the Mariposa County Planning Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

BIO-25BIO-26 (FYLF Consultation and Avoidance): If any FYLF are found during preconstruction surveys 
or at any time during construction, consultation with CDFW and USFWS is warranted to 
determine if the Project can avoid take. CDFW recommends that initial ground-
disturbing activities be timed to avoid the period when FYLF are most likely to be moving 
through upland areas (i.e., November 1 to March 31). When ground-disturbing activities 
must take place between November 1 and March 31, CDFW recommends that a qualified 
biologist monitor construction activity daily for FYLF. The results of any surveys and 
mitigation measures employed to reduce impacts on species to less than significant 
levels shall be provided to the Mariposa County Planning Department prior to 
commencement of any construction activities. 

BIO-26BIO-27 (Monitor): If FYLF have been observed during preconstruction surveys or at any time 
during construction and ground-disturbing activities must take place between November 
1 and March 31, surface water is present during the preconstruction surveys, or if surface 
water becomes present at any time during the work period, the qualified biologist will 
conduct a pre-activity clearance survey each day and remain on the site to oversee all 
vegetation clearing and ground disturbing activities within FYLF habitat. The results of 
any surveys and mitigation measures employed to reduce impacts on species to less than 
significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa County Planning Department prior to 
commencement of any construction activities. 

BIO-27BIO-28 (FYLF Take Authorization): If avoidance is not feasible the Project will consult with the 
USFWS and CDFW to acquire take permits for FYLF prior to any Project activities. Copies 
of any take permits  shall be provided to the Mariposa County Planning Department prior 
to commencement of any construction activities. 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance to Hardhead 

BIO-28BIO-29 (Avoidance): If possible, construction activities will not occur in or within 50 feet of 
Mariposa Creek or the unnamed creek when water is present. This measure will be 
implemented by the Mariposa County Planning Department through the construction 
permitting process. 

BIO-29BIO-30 (Pre-construction Survey): If construction activities must occur in or within 50 feet of the 
waterways when water is present a pre-construction survey will be conducted by a 
qualified biologist (someone who is familiar with and can identify fish species) to look for 
hardhead and other special status fish species that may be present in Mariposa Creek or 
the unnamed creek. The results of any surveys and mitigation measures employed to 
reduce impacts on species to less than significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa 
County Planning Department prior to commencement of any construction activities. 
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BIO-30BIO-31 (Formal Consultation): If hardhead or other special status fish species are observed 
within Mariposa Creek or the unnamed creek and cannot be avoided the Project 
proponent will initiate consultation with the National Marine Fisheries Service and/or 
CDFW to determine any additional mitigation and minimization measures to avoid 
impacts to special status fish within the creeks. The results of any surveys and mitigation 
measures employed to reduce impacts on species to less than significant levels shall be 
provided to the Mariposa County Planning Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance to Northwestern Pond Turtle 

BIO-31BIO-32 (Pre-construction Survey and Avoidance Buffers): Within seven (7) days prior to the start 
of construction, a qualified biologist (someone familiar with the identification and 
habitat of this species) will conduct a pre-construction survey for northwestern pond 
turtle within the creek habitat and surrounding areas up to 330 feet. Pre-construction 
surveys will be conducted in accordance with the draft Western Pond Turtle (Emys 
marmorata) Visual Survey Protocol for the Southcoast Ecoregion (United States 
Geological Survey 2006), or current guidance. If no northwestern pond turtles are 
observed during the pre-construction survey, then construction activities may begin. If 
the surveys result in the identification of a northwestern pond turtle or an individual is 
found on the site during construction activities, it will be allowed to leave the site on its 
own or a qualified biologist (must possess appropriate collecting/handling permits or 
relevant experience) will stop work and relocate the individual. The qualified biologist 
will determine appropriate buffers to be implemented to avoid impacts to the 
individual(s). The results of any surveys and mitigation measures employed to reduce 
impacts on species to less than significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa 
County Planning Department prior to commencement of any construction activities. 

BIO-32BIO-33 (Monitor): If northwestern pond turtles are observed on the site, a qualified biologist will 
conduct a pre-activity clearance survey each day and remain on the site to oversee all 
vegetation clearing and ground disturbing activities until the individual(s) have left the 
site. The results of any surveys and mitigation measures employed to reduce impacts on 
species to less than significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any construction activities. 

BIO-33BIO-34 (Formal Consultation): Should northwestern pond turtles get listed by the ESA in this area 
and the Project/qualified biologist needs to move an individual, consultation for 
protection plans and/or relocation plans with the appropriate agencies will be completed 
to avoid take. The results of any surveys and mitigation measures employed to reduce 
impacts on species to less than significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa 
County Planning Department prior to commencement of any construction activities. 

Project-Related Impacts to Riparian Habitat and Natural Communities of Special Concern 

BIO-34BIO-35 (Analysis for Revegetation): If trees are to be removed during Project activities a qualified 
biologist will complete an analysis on the number of trees and impacts to the habitat to 
determine if a habitat restoration and revegetation plan (HRRP) will be needed. The 
results of any surveys and mitigation measures employed to reduce impacts on species 
to less than significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any construction activities. 
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Figure 4-2: Habitat Map  
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encountered during Project construction, implementation of mitigation measure CUL-1 outlined below 
would reduce impacts to less than significant.  

c) Would the project disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of dedicated 
cemeteries? 

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated.  There is no evidence or record that the Project 
has the potential to be an unknown burial site, or the site of buried human remains. In the unlikely event 
of such a discovery, mitigation shall be implemented. With incorporation of mitigation measure CUL-2 
outlined below, impacts resulting from the discovery of remains interred on the Project site would be 
less than significant. 

4.5.3 MITIGATION 

CUL-1 (Archaeological Remains) Should archaeological remains or artifacts be unearthed 
during any stage of project activities, work in the area of the discovery shall cease until 
the area is evaluated by a qualified archaeologist. If mitigation is warranted, the project 
proponent shall abide by recommendations of the archaeologist. The Mariposa County 
Planning Department shall be immediately notified of any find and mitigation measure 
recommended. 

CUL-2 (Human Remains) In the event human remains, artifacts, or potentially significant 
cultural resources are discovered during ground disturbance on the project site, a Native 
American monitor shall be on-site for the duration of ground disturbance. During any 
construction activity that involves ground disturbance, if any signs of prehistoric, historic, 
archaeological, paleontological resources are evident, all work activity within fifty feet of 
the find shall stop and the Mariposa County Planning Department shall be notified 
immediately. No work shall be done within fifty feet of the find until Planning has 
identified appropriate measures to protect the find and those measures have been 
implemented by the project proponent. Protection measures for the site may include, 
but not be limited to, requiring the project proponent to hire a qualified archaeologist 
who shall conduct necessary inspections and research, and who may supervise all further 
ground disturbance activities and make any such recommendations as necessary to 
ensure compliance with applicable regulations. In addition to the Planning Department, 
the Mariposa County Coroner and the Native American Heritage Commission shall be 
notified should human remains be discovered. If the remains are determined by the 
Native American Heritage Commission to be Native American, the NAHC guidelines shall 
be adhered to in treatment and disposition of the remains. Representatives of the Most 
Likely Descendant shall be requested to be on-site during disturbance and/or removal of 
human remains. 
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b) Would the project conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy 
efficiency? 

No Impact. The Project would not conflict with or obstruct a plan for renewable energy or energy 
efficiency. Project would follow any applicable State or local plan regarding renewable energy or energy 
efficiency. There would be no impact.  
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4.7 GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
Table 4-12: Geology and Soils Impacts 

Would  the  project:  
Potentially  
Significant  

Impact  

Less than  
Significant  

with  
Mitigation  

Incorporated  

Less than  
Significant  

Impact  
No Impact  

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential 
substantial adverse effects, including the 
risk of loss, injury, or death involving:  

    

i. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, 
as delineated on the most recent 
Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault 
Zoning Map issued by the State 
Geologist for the area or based on 
other substantial evidence of a 
known fault?  Refer to Division of 
Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 

    

ii. Strong seismic ground shaking?     

iii. Seismic-related ground failure, 
including liquefaction?     

iv. Landslides?     
b) Result in substantial soil erosion or the 

loss of topsoil? 
    

c) Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is 
unstable, or that would become unstable 
as a result of the project, and potentially 
result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral 
spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or 
collapse? 

    

d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in 
Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code 
(1994) creating substantial direct or 
indirect risks to life or property? 

    

e) Have soils incapable of adequately 
supporting the use of septic tanks or 
alternative wastewater disposal systems 
where sewers are not available for the 
disposal of wastewater?   

    

f) Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource or site or unique 
geological feature?   

    

4.7.1 BASELINE CONDITIONS  
4.7.1.1 GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
Mariposa is situated in the western foothills of the central section of the Sierra Nevada mountain range. 
The Sierra Nevada mountain range is a granitic batholith formed by the uplifting of metamorphic and 
igneous rocks. The Mariposa TPA, which includes the Project area, is primarily underlain by metamorphic 
rocks.5 The soils onsite consist of sand and sandy loam (see Section 4.4.1.2). 

 
5 (Mariposa County, 2006) 
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4.7.1.2 FAULTS AND SEISMICITY 
The Foothills Fault System traverses Mariposa County. This fault system has a total length of more than 200 
miles, located primarily along the western front of the Sierra Nevada foothills and consists of two major 
parallel fault and fracture zones that run northwest-southeast across Mariposa County: the Bear Mountains 
Fault Zone and the Melones Fault Zone. The Bear Mountains Fault Zone crosses the northern Mariposa 
County line at Highway 132 near the northwest corner of Lake McClure. It runs south-southeast over the 
lake near New Exchequer Dam but does not continue more than a few miles to the southeast beyond the 
lake. The Melones Fault Zone also runs southeast across the County closely following SR 49 from the area 
of Jamestown through Bear Valley to the town of Mariposa. Although, the Foothills Fault System is 
considered active (since the 1975 Oroville Earthquake, the majority of the County, including the Project 
area falls within the low-risk category for seismic activity.6 

4.7.1.3 LIQUEFACTION 
The potential for liquefaction, which is the loss of soil strength due to seismic forces, is dependent on soil 
types and density, the groundwater table, and the duration and intensity of ground shaking. Soil conditions 
are key factors in selecting locations for direct groundwater recharge projects. Using the United States 
Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service soil survey of Mariposa County, an 
analysis of the soils onsite was performed. The Mariposa County General Plan deems the dangers of 
liquefaction in the County as minimal.7 

4.7.1.4 SOIL SUBSIDENCE 
There are two types of Subsidence: Land subsidence and hydrocompaction subsidence. Hydrocompaction 
subsidence occurs when a large land area settles due to over-saturation. These areas are typically 
composed of open-textured soils that become saturated, high in silt or clay content. Land subsidence 
occurs when an extensive amount of ground water, oil, or natural gas is withdrawn from below the ground 
surface. The soils onsite have a low to moderate risk of subsidence. 

4.7.1.5 DAM AND LEVEE FAILURE 
The closest dam or levee to the Project site is the Stockton Creek Dam. The Project area is outside of the 
Stockton Creek Dam Failure Inundation Boundary.8 

4.7.2 IMPACT ANALYSIS 

a) Would the project directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of 
loss, injury, or death involving: 

i. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on other 
substantial evidence of a known fault?  Refer to Division of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42. 

No Impact.  According to the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State 
Geologist, the Project area is not located within an Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone and no known 
faults cut through the local soil at the site.9 There would be no impact.  

 
6 (Mariposa County, 2006) 
7 Ibid. 
8 (California Department of Water Resources n.d.) 
9 (California Department of Conservation, 2021) 
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ii. Strong seismic ground shaking? 

No Impact.  The Project area is not likely to be impacted by strong seismic ground shaking. Therefore, 
there would be no impact. 

iii. Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction? 

No Impact. The Project is not located in or near a fault zone and the underlying soil is not susceptible to 
liquefaction.10 There would be no impact. 

iv. Landslides? 

Less than Significant Impact. Landslides occur when masses of rock, earth, or debris move down a slope, 
including rock falls, deep failure of slopes, and shallow debris flows. Often, they accompany other natural 
hazards such as floods and earthquakes. The Project would construct trails along steep slopes that have 
the potential to degrade, resulting in landslides. To reduce potential impacts related to landslides, the 
Project would comply with all applicable California Building Code (CBC) requirements. In addition, Project 
design would include features that would maintain soil slope stability. These design features include 
planting and encouraging natural growth of vegetation and the use of retaining walls. Both features are 
an effective means of slope stabilization. With the inclusion of said Project features and compliance with 
the CBC, impacts would be less than significant. 

b) Would the project result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil? 

Less than Significant Impact. Earthmoving activities associated with the Project would include excavation 
and pond construction. These activities could expose soils to erosion processes and the extent of erosion 
would vary depending on slope steepness/stability, vegetation/cover, concentration of runoff, and 
weather conditions. Dischargers whose projects disturb one (1) or more acres of soil, or whose projects 
disturb less than one acre but are part of a larger common plan of development that in total disturbs one 
or more acres, are required to obtain coverage under the General Permit for Discharges of Storm Water 
Associated with Construction Activity Construction General Permit Order 2009-0009-DWQ. Construction 
activity subject to this permit includes clearing, grading, and disturbances to the ground such as 
stockpiling or excavation but does not include regular maintenance activities performed to restore the 
original line, grade, or capacity of the facility. The Construction General Permit requires the development 
of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) by a certified Qualified SWPPP Developer. Since the 
Project would comply with the California State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) requirements of 
implementing a SWPPP, the impact would be less than significant.  

c) Would the project be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable 
as a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse? 

Less than Significant Impact. As mentioned, the Project is not susceptible to liquefaction or lateral 
spreading. The hillside trail system and recreational features would involve excavation and grading that 
could increase the instability of underlying geologic units or soil. In order to maintain a safe work 
environment from potential landslides and rockfall hazards, construction safety protocols would be 
implemented. Cal/OSHA requires construction projects to abide by and maintain safety plans. Abiding by 
Cal/OSHA requirements would assist in minimizing potential hazards from landslides and rock falls, 
ultimately maintaining a safe work environment.  

 
10 (California Department of Conservation, 2021) 
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As mentioned earlier, Project design would include features that would help the Project soils maintain 
soil slope stability. These design features include planting and encouraging natural growth of vegetation 
and the use of retaining walls. Both features are an effective means of slope stabilization. Therefore with 
the incorporation of such design features, compliance with all applicable building code and Cal/OSHA 
requirements, impacts would be less than significant. 

d) Would the project be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code 
(1994), creating substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property? 

No Impact.  The Project is not located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-8 of the Uniform Building 
Code (1994). As seen in Table 4-7, the soils onsite consist of sand and sandy loam. There would be no 
impact. 

e) Would the project have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative 
wastewater disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of wastewater?   

No Impact.  The Project would not include permanent work or living facilities and thus would not require 
the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems. There would be no impact. 

f) Would the project directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique 
geological feature? 

Less than Significant Impact. Paleontological resources are fossilized remains of flora and fauna and 
associated deposits. Most fossils are found in sedimentary rock. Sedimentary rock is formed by dirt (sand, 
silt, or clay) and debris that settles to the bottom of an ocean or lake and compresses for such a long time 
that it becomes hard as a rock. CEQA requires that a determination be made as to whether a project 
would directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geological feature 
(CEQA Appendix G(v)(c)). If an impact is significant, CEQA requires feasible measures to minimize the 
impact (CCR Title 14(3) Section 15126.4(a)(1)). PRC Section 5097.5 (see above) also applies to 
paleontological resources.  

The Project would require grading and excavation activities on a site that has been previously disturbed 
from earthwork. The Project would comply with California Public Resources Code Section 5097.5 which 
pertains to the protection of paleontological resources. With compliance with said regulation, impacts 
would be less than significant. 

.
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4.10 HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY 
Table 4-16: Hydrology and Water Quality Impacts 

Would  the  project:  
Potentially  
Significant  

Impact  

Less than  
Significant  

with  
Mitigation  

Incorporated  

Less than  
Significant  

Impact  
No Impact  

a) Violate any water quality standards or 
waste discharge requirements or 
otherwise substantially degrade surface 
or ground water quality?   

    

b) Substantially decrease groundwater 
supplies or interfere substantially with 
groundwater recharge such that the 
project may impede sustainable 
groundwater management of the basin?    

    

c) Substantially alter the existing drainage 
pattern of the site or area, including 
through the alteration of the course of a 
stream or river or through the addition of 
impervious surfaces, in a manner which 
would: 

    

i. result in substantial erosion or 
siltation on- or off-site;     

ii. substantially increase the rate or 
amount of surface runoff in a 
manner which would result in 
flooding on- or off-site; 

    

iii. create or contribute runoff water 
which would exceed the capacity of 
existing or planned stormwater 
drainage systems or provide 
substantial additional sources of 
polluted runoff; or 

    

iv. impede or redirect flood flows?     
d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, 

risk release of pollutants due to project 
inundation? 

    

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation 
of a water quality control plan or 
sustainable groundwater management 
plan? 

    

4.10.1 BASELINE CONDITIONS 
Similar to the rest of California, Mariposa County experiences a Mediterranean type of climate with equally 
pronounced summers and winters. The majority of the precipitation is rainfall, though Mariposa does 
receive snowfall multiple times during the winter when temperatures are low enough. The average annual 
precipitation level reaches approximately 30 inches with most of the precipitation falling between 
November and April.16 The major hydrological feature within Mariposa is Mariposa Creek, which runs 
adjacent to the proposed Project area. Mariposa Creek begins approximately three miles north of the 
Mariposa TPA within the mountain ridges of the Sierra Nevada mountains. Downstream, below the 
Mariposa TPA, various tributaries flow into Mariposa Creek, one being Stockton Creek. The Mariposa Public 

 
16 (County of Mariposa 1992) 
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Figure 4-3: FEMA Flood Map 
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4.13.3 MITIGATION 

The County shall ensure the construction contractor implement the following construction noise 
reducing measures:  

NOI-1 The construction contractor shall ensure that all noise producing construction activities, 
including warming-up or servicing equipment and any preparation for construction, shall 
not commence prior to the hours of 7:00am Monday through Friday, and 8:00am on 
Saturdays. All construction activities shall cease by sunset Monday through Saturday. No 
construction shall occur on Sundays. Any deviation from the construction hours shall 
require Planning Department consideration and approval. The construction contractor 
shall locate on-site equipment staging areas to maximize the distance between 
construction-related noise sources and noise sensitive receptors nearest the project site 
during construction. This measure will be implemented by the Mariposa County Planning 
Department through the construction permitting process. 

NOI-2 The construction contractor shall ensure that all equipment will have sound control 
devices that are no less effective than those provided on the original equipment. Further, 
pavement breakers and jackhammers shall also be equipped with acoustically 
attenuating shields or shrouds recommended by the manufacturers thereof. In lieu of or 
in the absence of manufacturers' recommendations, the Director of Public Works shall 
have the authority to prescribe such means of accomplishing maximum noise 
attenuation as deemed to be in the public interest, considering the available technology 
and economic feasibility. This measure will be implemented by the Mariposa County 
Planning Department through the construction permitting process. 

NOI-3 The County shall ensure by inclusion in any work agreement with contractors that 
equipment and trucks used for construction of the Project utilize the best available noise 
control techniques (including mufflers, use of intake silencers, ducts, engine enclosures 
and acoustically attenuating shields or shrouds). 

NOI-4 The County shall ensure by inclusion in any work agreement with contractors that impact 
equipment (e.g., jack hammers, etc.) used for construction of the Project be hydraulically 
or electrically powered wherever feasible to avoid noise associated with compressed air 
exhaust from pneumatically powered tools. Where use of pneumatically powered tools 
is unavoidable, use of an exhaust muffler on the compressed air exhaust can lower noise 
levels from the exhaust by up to about 10 dBA. When feasible, external jackets on the 
impact equipment can achieve a reduction of 5 dBA. Whenever feasible, use quieter 
procedures, such as drilling rather than impact equipment operation. 
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4.14 POPULATION AND HOUSING 
Table 4-21: Population and Housing Impacts 

Would  the  project:  
Potentially  
Significant  

Impact  

Less than  
Significant  

with  
Mitigation  

Incorporated  

Less than  
Significant  

Impact  
No Impact  

a) Induce substantial unplanned population 
growth in an area, either directly (for 
example, by proposing new homes and 
businesses) or indirectly (for example, 
through extension of roads or other 
infrastructure)? 

    

b) Displace substantial numbers of existing 
people or housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere? 

    

4.14.1 BASELINE CONDITIONS  
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, as of April 1, 2020, the estimated population for Mariposa County 
was 17,131.24 The County has seen a decrease of approximately 6.1% since the last census was conducted 
in 2010. The County is characterized as natural and scenic and is sparsely populated due to its mountainous 
topography resulting in limited development. The Project area is located along the hillside near Mariposa 
Creek and the existing Mariposa Creek Parkway within the Town of Mariposa. There are various residences 
scattered near the Project area. 

4.14.2 IMPACT ANALYSIS 

a) Would the project induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly (for 
example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? 

b) Would the project displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

a and b) Less than Significant Impact. The Project would not involve the construction of infrastructure 
that could induce substantial population growth, such as new or increased capacity sewer or water lines, 
or the construction or extension of streets and roads for the purpose of supporting permanent 
inhabitants. The Project does not propose the construction of new homes or business. The proposed 
hillside trails, as well as the proposed amenity improvements, would serve both the residents in the 
Mariposa area and non-local visitors. The proposed hillside trails would not expand the capacity of the 
motor vehicle system and therefore would not induce population growth. In addition, the Project would 
not require displacement of housing or people. Any residences in the vicinity of the Project would not be 
impacted by the Project. Impacts would be less than significant to population and housing.  

  

 
24 (United States Census Bureau 2022) 
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b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment? 

Less than Significant Impact.  As mentioned throughout this document, the Project includes the 
construction of a hillside trail system adjacent to the existing Mariposa Creek Parkway. 

The physical and environmental impacts of this Project are outlined throughout this IS/MND. The primary 
source of environmental impacts would occur during the construction phase of the Project. Impacts are 
discussed in greater detail within their respective Impact Analysis sections that include mitigation 
measures to reduce impacts to less significant levels.  

The trail Project is considered a recreational facility. The construction and operation of the new facilities 
would expand the recreational amenities within the County and town of Mariposa. The Project would not 
result in any new impacts beyond those evaluated within this document. The overall implementation of 
the Project would be mitigated to a less than significant level in accordance with the requirements of 
CEQA. Mitigation measures can be found in Chapter 5 Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program. 
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4.17 TRANSPORTATION 
Table 4-24: Transportation Impacts 

Would  the  project:  
Potentially  
Significant  

Impact  

Less than  
Significant  

with  
Mitigation  

Incorporated  

Less than  
Significant  

Impact  
No Impact  

a) Conflict with a program plan, ordinance 
or policy addressing the circulation 
system, including transit, roadway, 
bicycle and pedestrian facilities?  

    

b) Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA 
Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision 
(b)? 

    

c) Substantially increase hazards due to a 
geometric design feature (e.g., sharp 
curves or dangerous intersections) or 
incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)? 

    

d) Result in inadequate emergency access?     

4.17.1 BASELINE CONDITIONS 
The Project is located approximately 600 feet west of SR 140. SR 140 is the primary thoroughfare in 
Mariposa. Various local roads intersect the highway and are used as access roads to the Mariposa Creek 
Parkway. Currently, access to the parkway is achieved by taking either Joe Howard Street or 8th Street. 

4.17.2 IMPACT ANALYSIS 

a) Would the project conflict with a plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system, including 
transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities? 

Less than Significant Impact.  The Project would enhance the existing trail system in Mariposa by 
providing additional trail miles. The hillside trails would connect to the existing Mariposa Creek Parkway 
trail system, ultimately creating one large local system of trails adjacent to Mariposa and Mariposa Creek. 
Regionally, it would become part of several regional bicycle routes extending into the national forests 
and Yosemite National Park. By providing various trail amenities such as outdoor classrooms, 
conservation zones, and bike trails, the Project would increase the use of the trail system as a multi-
modal use. The Project would provide access for hikers, runners, and bicyclists. While the Project would 
increase the number of vehicles traveling to and from the Project area, significant permanent traffic 
activity is not anticipated. The Project would also include parking lots to accommodate trail users who 
are traveling to the site in vehicles. Parking would include the necessary number of ADA spaces, as 
required by local and state regulations. The existing County Park parking lot is also anticipated to 
accommodate Project trail users. 

Regarding the overall circulation system, the Project would be consistent with the County-adopted 
Mariposa TPA Town Plan. No aspect of the Project would conflict with a program plan, ordinance, or 
policy addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities. 
Impacts would be less than significant. 
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it would not cause delays in emergency access on roadways. The impact on emergency access would be 
less than significant. 
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4.18  TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES 
Table 4-25: Tribal Cultural Resources Impacts 

Would  the  project:  
Potentially  
Significant  

Impact  

Less than  
Significant  

with  
Mitigation  

Incorporated  

Less than  
Significant  

Impact  
No Impact  

a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a tribal cultural resource, 
defined in Public Resources Code section 
21074 as either a site, feature, place, 
cultural landscape that is geographically 
defined in terms of the size and scope of 
the landscape, sacred place, or object 
with cultural value to a California Native 
American tribe, and that is: 

    

i. Listed or eligible for listing in the 
California Register of Historical 
Resources, or in the local register of 
historical resources as defined in 
Public Resources Code section 
5020.1(k), or 

    

ii. A resource determined by the lead 
agency, in its discretion and 
supported by substantial evidence, 
to be significant pursuant to criteria 
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public 
Resources Code Section 5024.1. In 
applying the criteria set forth in 
subdivision (c) of Public Resources 
Code Section 5024.1, the lead 
agency shall consider the 
significance of the resource to a 
California Native American tribe. 

    

4.18.1 BASELINE CONDITIONS 
Mariposa is located within the territory of the Southern Sierra Miwok (alternatively Me-Wuk or Miwuk). 
The Sierra Miwok, members of the Penutian language group, occupied the territory between the 
Mokelumne and Fresno rivers, as well as the full width of the west slope of the Sierra Nevada, from the 
edge of the Central Valley to the Sierra crest. 
 
The influx of outsiders to the central Sierra region during the Gold Rush period resulted in a major 
disruption for the Miwoks and their way of life. Within a decade, introduced diseases, environmental 
damage, and cultural conflicts with the outsiders had decimated much of the population. Despite this 
calamity, some tribal members managed to survive and have continued their cultural traditions (See 
Appendix C). 

4.18.1.1 PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE SECTION 21080.3.1, ET SEQ. (CODIFICATION OF AB 52, 2013-14) 
Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1, et seq. (codification of AB 52, 2013-14) requires that a lead 
agency, within 14 days of determining that it would undertake a project, must notify in writing any 
California Native American Tribe traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the 
project if that Tribe has previously requested notification about projects in that geographic area. The notice 
must briefly describe the project and inquire whether the Tribe wishes to initiate request formal 
consultation. Tribes have 30 days from receipt of notification to request formal consultation. The lead 
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effects of the project are cumulatively considerable. The assessment of the significance of the cumulative 
effects of a project must, therefore, be conducted in connection with the effects of past projects, other 
current projects, and probable future projects. The Project includes the construction of a trail system and 
ancillary amenities along the hillside adjacent to the Mariposa Creek Parkway. No additional vehicular 
roads or habitable structures would be constructed as a result of the Project. The Project is not expected 
to result in direct or indirect population growth. Therefore, implementation of the Project would not 
result in significant cumulative impacts, and all potential impacts would be reduced to less than 
significant through the implementation of mitigation measures and basic regulatory requirements 
incorporated into future Project design. 

c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human 
beings, either directly or indirectly? 

Less than Significant Impact. The Project includes the construction of a trail system and ancillary 
amenities along the hillside adjacent to the Mariposa Creek Parkway. The Project in and of itself would 
not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment. Construction related impacts could occur 
temporarily as a result of Project construction. However, implementation of basic regulatory 
requirements identified in this IS/MND would ensure that impacts are less than significant. Therefore, 
the Project would not have any direct or indirect adverse impacts on humans. This impact would be less 
than significant. 
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Mitigation,  Monitoring,  and  Reporting  Program  

Item Mitigation Measure When Monitoring is 
to Occur 

Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

on species to less than significant levels shall be 
provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance to California Red-Legged Frog 
BIO-10 (Pre-construction Take Avoidance Surveys): A 

qualified biologist (someone familiar with the 
identification and habitat of this species) will 
conduct a pre-construction take avoidance survey 
for CRLF within seven (7) days of construction in 
accordance with the Revised Guidance on Site 
Assessment and Field Surveys for the California 
Red-legged Frog (USFWS 2005) or current guidance 
for CRLF to determine if CRLF are within or 
adjacent (within 100 feet) to the creek habitat. This 
survey will be completed when adult frogs are most 
likely to be detected at night between January 1 
and June 30. If construction activities will begin 
outside of this timeframe two surveys will be 
required, one between January 1 and June 30 and 
the second survey within seven (7) days prior to 
construction activities within or adjacent (within 
100 feet) of the creek habitat. If no CRLFs are found 
during the pre-construction survey(s) work may 
commence without further surveys. The results of 
any surveys and mitigation measures employed to 
reduce impacts on species to less than significant 
levels shall be provided to the Mariposa County 
Planning Department prior to commencement of 
any construction activities. 

Within seven (7) days 
of construction 

activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-11 (CRLF Avoidance): If CRLF are found during 
preconstruction surveys, initial ground-disturbing 
activities should be timed to avoid the period when 
CRLF are most likely to be moving through upland 
areas (November 1 and March 31). If any CRLF are 
found during preconstruction surveys or at any 
time during construction, a 50-foot no-disturbance 

Upon discovery of 
CRLF 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 







Mariposa County November 2025  
Mariposa Creek Parkway Phase III Hillside Trails  
Chapter 5: Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

www. provost and pritchard .com    5-10  

Mitigation,  Monitoring,  and  Reporting  Program  

Item Mitigation Measure When Monitoring is 
to Occur 

Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

no milkweed plants are observed, no further 
mitigation is required. The results of any surveys 
and mitigation measures employed to reduce 
impacts on species to less than significant levels 
shall be provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

BIO-1718 (Buffers): If milkweeds are observed within the BSA 
during the breeding season (February 1 to August 
31), an avoidance buffer will be placed around the 
area as to not to disturb the plant or its root 
system. The buffer will be left in place until a 
qualified biologist has determined the buffers are 
no longer warranted. The results of any surveys 
and mitigation measures employed to reduce 
impacts on species to less than significant levels 
shall be provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

During construction 
activities 

During 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-1819 (Monarch Egg and Larvae Survey): If milkweeds are 
observed within the BSA during the breeding 
season (February 1 to August 31) and cannot be 
avoided, a qualified biologist will conduct a 
monarch egg and larvae survey to look for eggs and 
larvae on milkweeds within seven (7) days prior to 
their removal. If no eggs or larvae are observed the 
milkweed plants can be removed under the 
supervision of a qualified biologist and will be 
replanted at a 3:1 ratio. The results of any surveys 
and mitigation measures employed to reduce 
impacts on species to less than significant levels 
shall be provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

During construction 
activities 

During 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-1920 (Consultation with USFWS if Listed): In the event a 
milkweed plant with monarch eggs or larvae is 
detected during the pre-construction survey and 

During the pre-
construction survey Once 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation,  Monitoring,  and  Reporting  Program  

Item Mitigation Measure When Monitoring is 
to Occur 

Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

cannot be avoided and this species is listed under 
the ESA prior to this observation, consultation with 
USFWS will be completed to avoid take. The results 
of any surveys and mitigation measures employed 
to reduce impacts on species to less than 
significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa 
County Planning Department prior to 
commencement of any construction activities. 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance of Maternity Roosting Bats and Special Status Bats 
BIO-2021 (Pre-Construction Survey): A qualified biologist 

(someone familiar with the identification and sign 
of this species) will conduct a pre-construction 
survey for cavities and if needed, and emergence 
survey, within 7 days or less prior to construction if 
construction activities fall between March 1 and 
September 30 (bat maternity season) and/or 
November 1 through February 28 (overwintering 
season). This survey would help identify current bat 
roosting locations in trees or cavities within or near 
the Project site prior to the start of construction. 

Within seven (7) days 
of construction 

activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-2122 (Establish Buffers): On discovery of any bat roosts 
near work areas a qualified biologist will determine 
appropriate construction setback distances (buffer 
zones) based on the biology of the species, 
conditions of the roost(s), and the level of Project 
disturbance, if appropriate. If necessary, 
construction buffers will be identified with flagging, 
fencing, or other easily visible means, and will be 
maintained until the biologist has determined that 
the roost will no longer be impacted by 
construction. The results of any surveys and 
mitigation measures employed to reduce impacts 
on species to less than significant levels shall be 
provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

Upon discovery of bat 
roosts 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation,  Monitoring,  and  Reporting  Program  

Item Mitigation Measure When Monitoring is 
to Occur 

Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

and USFWS is warranted to determine if the Project 
can avoid take. CDFW recommends that initial 
ground-disturbing activities be timed to avoid the 
period when FYLF are most likely to be moving 
through upland areas (i.e., November 1 to March 
31). When ground-disturbing activities must take 
place between November 1 and March 31, CDFW 
recommends that a qualified biologist monitor 
construction activity daily for FYLF. The results of 
any surveys and mitigation measures employed to 
reduce impacts on species to less than significant 
levels shall be provided to the Mariposa County 
Planning Department prior to commencement of 
any construction activities. 

prior to 
construction 

activities 

BIO-2627 (Monitor): If FYLF have been observed during 
preconstruction surveys or at any time during 
construction and ground-disturbing activities must 
take place between November 1 and March 31, 
surface water is present during the preconstruction 
surveys, or if surface water becomes present at any 
time during the work period, the qualified biologist 
will conduct a pre-activity clearance survey each 
day and remain on the site to oversee all 
vegetation clearing and ground disturbing activities 
within FYLF habitat. The results of any surveys and 
mitigation measures employed to reduce impacts 
on species to less than significant levels shall be 
provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

Upon discovery of FYLF 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-2728 (FYLF Take Authorization): If avoidance is not 
feasible the Project will consult with the USFWS 
and CDFW to acquire take permits for FYLF prior to 
any Project activities. The results of any surveys 
and mitigation measures employed to reduce 
impacts on species to less than significant levels 
shall be provided to the Mariposa County Planning 

During construction 
activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation,  Monitoring,  and  Reporting  Program  

Item Mitigation Measure When Monitoring is 
to Occur 

Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance to Hardhead 
BIO-2829 (Avoidance): If possible, construction activities will 

not occur in or within 50 feet of Mariposa Creek or 
the unnamed creek when water is present. During construction 

activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-2930 (Pre-construction Survey): If construction activities 
must occur in or within 50 feet of the waterways 
when water is present a pre-construction survey 
will be conducted by a qualified biologist (someone 
who is familiar with and can identify fish species) to 
look for hardhead and other special status fish 
species that may be present in Mariposa Creek or 
the unnamed creek. The results of any surveys and 
mitigation measures employed to reduce impacts 
on species to less than significant levels shall be 
provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

Prior to the start of 
construction activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-3031 (Formal Consultation): If hardhead or other special 
status fish species are observed within Mariposa 
Creek or the unnamed creek and cannot be 
avoided the Project proponent will initiate 
consultation with the National Marine Fisheries 
Service and/or CDFW to determine any additional 
mitigation and minimization measures to avoid 
impacts to special status fish within the creeks. The 
results of any surveys and mitigation measures 
employed to reduce impacts on species to less than 
significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa 
County Planning Department prior to 
commencement of any construction activities. 

Upon discovery of 
hardhead 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation,  Monitoring,  and  Reporting  Program  

Item Mitigation Measure When Monitoring is 
to Occur 

Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance to Northwestern Pond Turtle 
BIO-3132 (Pre-construction Survey and Avoidance Buffers): 

Within seven (7) days prior to the start of 
construction, a qualified biologist (someone 
familiar with the identification and habitat of this 
species) will conduct a pre-construction survey for 
northwestern pond turtle within the creek habitat 
and surrounding areas up to 330 feet. Pre-
construction surveys will be conducted in 
accordance with the draft Western Pond Turtle 
(Emys marmorata) Visual Survey Protocol for the 
Southcoast Ecoregion (United States Geological 
Survey 2006), or current guidance. If no 
northwestern pond turtles are observed during the 
pre-construction survey, then construction 
activities may begin. If the surveys results in the 
identification of a northwestern pond turtle or an 
individual is found on the site during construction 
activities, it will be allowed to leave the site on its 
own or a qualified biologist (must possess 
appropriate collecting/handling permits or relevant 
experience) will stop work and relocate the 
individual. The qualified biologist will determine 
appropriate buffers to be implemented to avoid 
impacts to the individual(s). The results of any 
surveys and mitigation measures employed to 
reduce impacts on species to less than significant 
levels shall be provided to the Mariposa County 
Planning Department prior to commencement of 
any construction activities. 

Within seven (7) days 
prior to the start of 

construction activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-3233 (Monitor): If northwestern pond turtles are 
observed on the site, a qualified biologist will 
conduct a pre-activity clearance survey each day 
and remain on the site to oversee all vegetation 
clearing and ground disturbing activities until the 
individual(s) have left the site. The results of any 
surveys and mitigation measures employed to 

During construction 
activities 

Daily, during 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation,  Monitoring,  and  Reporting  Program  

Item Mitigation Measure When Monitoring is 
to Occur 

Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

Cultural Resources 
CUL-1 (Archaeological Remains): Should archaeological 

remains or artifacts be unearthed during any stage 
of project activities, work in the area of discovery 
shall cease until the area is evaluated by a qualified 
archaeologist. If mitigation is warranted, the project 
proponent shall abide by recommendations of the 
archaeologist. 

During construction 
activities upon 
discovery of 

archaeological remains 
in the work areas. 

Daily, upon 
discovery of 

archaeological 
remains in the 

work areas 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 

  

CUL-2 (Human Remains): In the event human remains, 
artifacts, or potentially significant cultural resources 
are discovered during ground disturbance on the 
project site, a Native American monitor shall be on-
site for the duration of ground disturbance. During 
any construction activity that involves ground 
disturbance, if any signs of prehistoric, historic, 
archaeological, paleontological resources are 
evident, all work activity within fifty feet of the find 
shall stop and the Mariposa County Planning 
Department shall be notified immediately. No work 
shall be done within fifty feet of the find until 
Planning has identified appropriate measures to 
protect the find and those measures have been 
implemented by the project proponent. Protection 
measures for the site may include, but not be limited 
to, requiring the project proponent to hire a 
qualified archaeologist who shall conduct necessary 
inspections and research, and who may supervise all 
further ground disturbance activities and make any 
such recommendations as necessary to ensure 
compliance with applicable regulations. In addition 
to the Planning Department, the Mariposa County 
Coroner and the Native American Heritage 
Commission shall be notified should human remains 
be discovered. If the remains are determined by the 
Native American Heritage Commission to be Native 

During construction 
activities upon 

discovery of human 
remains in the work 

areas. 

Daily, upon 
discovery of 

human remains in 
the work areas. 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation,  Monitoring,  and  Reporting  Program  

Item Mitigation Measure When Monitoring is 
to Occur 

Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

American, the NAHC guidelines shall be adhered to 
in treatment and disposition of the remains. 
Representatives of the Most Likely Descendant shall 
be requested to be on-site during disturbance 
and/or removal of human remains. 

Noise 
NOI-1 The construction contractor shall ensure that all 

noise producing construction activities, including 
warming-up or servicing equipment and any 
preparation for construction, shall not commence 
prior to the hours of 7:00am Monday through 
Friday, and 8:00am on Saturdays. All construction 
activities shall cease by sunset Monday through 
Saturday. No construction shall occur on Sundays. 
Any deviation from the construction hours shall 
require Planning Department consideration and 
approval. The construction contractor shall locate 
on-site equipment staging areas to maximize the 
distance between construction-related noise 
sources and noise sensitive receptors nearest the 
project site during construction. 

During construction 
activities 

Daily, during 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 

  

NOI-2 The construction contractor shall ensure that all 
equipment will have sound control devices that are 
no less effective than those provided on the original 
equipment. Further, pavement breakers and 
jackhammers shall also be equipped with 
acoustically attenuating shields or shrouds 
recommended by the manufacturers thereof. In lieu 
of or in the absence of manufacturers' 
recommendations, the Director of Public Works 
shall have the authority to prescribe such means of 
accomplishing maximum noise attenuation as 
deemed to be in the public interest, considering the 
available technology and economic feasibility. 

During construction 
activities 

Daily, during 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 

  

NOI-3 The County shall ensure by inclusion in any work 
agreement with contractors that equipment and 
trucks used for construction of the Project utilize the 

During construction 
activities 

Daily, during 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation,  Monitoring,  and  Reporting  Program  

Item Mitigation Measure When Monitoring is 
to Occur 

Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

best available noise control techniques (including 
mufflers, use of intake silencers, ducts, engine 
enclosures and acoustically attenuating shields or 
shrouds). 

NOI-4 The County shall ensure by inclusion in any work 
agreement with contractors that impact equipment 
(e.g., jack hammers, etc.) used for construction of 
the Project be hydraulically or electrically powered 
wherever feasible to avoid noise associated with 
compressed air exhaust from pneumatically 
powered tools. Where use of pneumatically 
powered tools is unavoidable, use of an exhaust 
muffler on the compressed air exhaust can lower 
noise levels from the exhaust by up to about 10 dBA. 
When feasible, external jackets on the impact 
equipment can achieve a reduction of 5 dBA. 
Whenever feasible, use quieter procedures, such as 
drilling rather than impact equipment operation. 

During construction 
activities 

Daily, during 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 

  

Tribal Cultural Resources 
See CUL-1 and CUL-2 in Section 4.5.3. 

Wildfire 
WLD-1 (Defensible Space). Pre-wildfire mitigation 

measures focus on the maintenance of 
defensible space and fire-focused landscaping 
for the life of the project, and may include: 

a. Highly flammable vegetation near the 
Project will be maintained to reduce 
fire fuel, as appropriate. 

b. Dispose of debris, such as dry debris, 
leaves, and dead limbs near and 
within the Project. 

c. Design defensible spaces with fire 
breaks around the Project, as 
appropriate. 

During construction 
activities 

Daily, during 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation,  Monitoring,  and  Reporting  Program  

Item Mitigation Measure When Monitoring is 
to Occur 

Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

WLD-2 (Water Source). Adequate on-site water 
sources will be made available during high fire 
risk construction activities and will include, but 
not limited to, water truck, water backpacks, 
and/or fire extinguishers 

During construction 
activities 

Daily, during 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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1. Basic Project Information

1.1. Basic Project Information

Data Field Value

Project Name Mariposa Creek Parkway Phase III Hillside Trails

Construction Start Date 5/4/2026

Lead Agency —

Land Use Scale Project/site

Analysis Level for Defaults County

Windspeed (m/s) 2.80

Precipitation (days) 18.2

Location 37.481298887482765, -119.9709736101359

County Mariposa

City Unincorporated

Air District Mariposa County APCD

Air Basin Mountain Counties

TAZ 3020

EDFZ 5

Electric Utility Pacific Gas & Electric Company

Gas Utility Pacific Gas & Electric

App Version 2022.1.1.29

1.2. Land Use Types

Land Use Subtype Size Unit Lot Acreage Building Area (sq ft) Landscape Area (sq
ft)

Special Landscape
Area (sq ft)

Population Description

Other Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

17.9 Acre 17.9 0.00 0.00 — — —

— —|
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———0.000.000.341000sqft15.0Other Non-Asphalt
Surfaces

1.3. User-Selected Emission Reduction Measures by Emissions Sector

No measures selected

2. Emissions Summary

2.1. Construction Emissions Compared Against Thresholds

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Un/Mit. TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Unmit. 3.89 3.28 29.3 30.2 0.06 1.24 7.80 9.05 1.14 3.97 5.12 — 6,783 6,783 0.28 0.06 0.72 6,808

Average
Daily
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Unmit. 0.92 0.77 6.71 7.05 0.01 0.28 1.15 1.43 0.26 0.50 0.76 — 1,552 1,552 0.06 0.01 0.07 1,558

Annual
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Unmit. 0.17 0.14 1.22 1.29 < 0.005 0.05 0.21 0.26 0.05 0.09 0.14 — 257 257 0.01 < 0.005 0.01 258

2.2. Construction Emissions by Year, Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Year TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Daily -
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

2026 3.89 3.28 29.3 30.2 0.06 1.24 7.80 9.05 1.14 3.97 5.12 — 6,783 6,783 0.28 0.06 0.72 6,808
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——————————————————Daily -
Winter
(Max)

Average
Daily

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

2026 0.92 0.77 6.71 7.05 0.01 0.28 1.15 1.43 0.26 0.50 0.76 — 1,552 1,552 0.06 0.01 0.07 1,558

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

2026 0.17 0.14 1.22 1.29 < 0.005 0.05 0.21 0.26 0.05 0.09 0.14 — 257 257 0.01 < 0.005 0.01 258

3. Construction Emissions Details

3.1. Site Preparation (2026) - Unmitigated

Criteria Pollutants (lb/day for daily, ton/yr for annual) and GHGs (lb/day for daily, MT/yr for annual)
Location TOG ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10E PM10D PM10T PM2.5E PM2.5D PM2.5T BCO2 NBCO2 CO2T CH4 N2O R CO2e

Onsite — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Off-Roa
d
Equipm
ent

3.74 3.14 29.2 28.8 0.05 1.24 — 1.24 1.14 — 1.14 — 5,298 5,298 0.21 0.04 — 5,316

Dust
From
Material
Movement

— — — — — — 7.67 7.67 — 3.94 3.94 — — — — — — —

Onsite
truck

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Daily,
Winter
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Average
Daily

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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320—< 0.0050.01319319—0.07—0.070.07—0.07< 0.0051.741.760.190.23Off-Roa
d

Dust
From
Material
Movement

— — — — — — 0.46 0.46 — 0.24 0.24 — — — — — — —

Onsite
truck

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Annual — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Off-Roa
d
Equipm
ent

0.04 0.03 0.32 0.32 < 0.005 0.01 — 0.01 0.01 — 0.01 — 52.9 52.9 < 0.005 < 0.005 — 53.0

Dust
From
Material
Movement

— — — — — — 0.08 0.08 — 0.04 0.04 — — — — — — —

Onsite
truck

0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Offsite — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Daily,
Summer
(Max)

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —

Worker 0.15 0.13 0.09 1.42 0.00 0.00 0.14 0.14 0.00 0.03 0.03 — 161 161 0.01 0.01 0.63 164

Vendor 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 — 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

Hauling 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
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