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Project Description 
Project Background 

Project Title 
Mariposa Creek Parkway Phase III Hillside Trails Project 

Lead Agency Name and Address 
Mariposa County 
Planning Department 
5100 Bullion Street, Ste 1 
Mariposa, CA 95338  

Contact Person and Phone Number 
Ben Goger 
Senior Community Design and Development Planner 
(209) 966-5151 

CEQA Consultant 
Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group 
Briza Grace Sholars, Environmental Project Manager 
(559) 449-2700 

Project Location 
The proposed trail project is located within the unincorporated community of Mariposa in Mariposa 
County, California, approximately 110 miles southeast of Sacramento and 150 miles northwest of 
Bakersfield. The centroid of the Project site is .37° 28’ 51.68” W, 119° 58’ 15.87” W. 

General Plan Designation and Zoning 
Table 1: General Plan Land Use Designation and Zoning District 

Project Area General Plan Designation Zoning District 
ONSITE Mariposa Town Planning Area Town Plan - 

Expanded Mariposa Town Planning Area 
MHZ: Mountain Home 
SR-20: Scenic Resources-20 acres 
SR: Scenic Resources - - 5 acres 
P/Q-P: Public/Quasi Public 

ADJACENT LANDS Mariposa Town Planning Area Town Plan - 
Expanded Mariposa Town Planning Area 

GC: General Commercial 
MHZ: Mountain Home 
MFR: Multi-Family Residential 
SR-20: Scenic Resources-20 acres 
SR: Scenic Resources – 5 acres 
P/Q-P: Public/Quasi Public 
SFR-9K: Single Family Residential, 
9,000 square feet 



Description of the Project 
Project Background and Purpose 
The Mariposa Town Planning Area (TPA) Town Plan identifies the Mariposa Creek Parkway as a priority 
project with multiple social, economic, and environmental benefits. The Mariposa TPA Town Plan states 
the following: 

"The Park will provide a pedestrian and bicyclist corridor...wide enough for two-way traffic...for walkers, 
joggers, or bicyclists...will tie together a number of tourist facilities and destinations...residents near the 
park will also use the creek trail." 

Since it was first described in the Mariposa TPA Town Plan, a creek parkway trail system has been further 
recommended and refined in a range of other collaborative planning and design processes, highlighted by 
the Mariposa Creek Parkway Master Plan. Funded by a grant from Caltrans, the County began work on the 
master plan in 2018. The master plan process relied on extensive community engagement to develop a 
comprehensive vision for the creek corridor, and to define priority actions for implementing that vision. On 
January 28, 2020, the Mariposa Creek Parkway Master Plan was adopted. 

Though the Mariposa Creek Parkway Master Plan focuses its attention on the creek corridor, the proposed 
Mariposa Creek Parkway Phase III Hillside Trails Project (“Hillside Trails Project”) focuses on the hillside on 
the west side of the creek corridor. Although the proposed Project is not specifically called out in the master 
plan, the hillside trails would extend the existing creek parkway trail system, provide a connection to the 
Phase III segment of the Creek Parkway and Highway 140/Martin Road, and increase recreational 
opportunities for local residents and visitors alike.  

The conceptual design has been developed with a significant amount of community input and guidance on 
aesthetics, recreational features, and ecological performance. 

The Project would achieve the following objectives: 
1. Promote health, wellness, and trail stewardship by creating a catalytic trails project for Mariposa 

County. 
2. Consider multiple functions for sustainable trails relating to restoration and wildfire resiliency. 
3. Provide a range of trail types from ADA accessible to more challenging trails that cater to both the 

local population and visitors alike. 
4. Bring trail users to a variety of destinations and trail routes to encourage trail users to return again 

and again. 
5. Plan for a hierarchy of trailheads within the system while promoting the use of active 

transportation to access the site. 
6. Expand the reach of the Mariposa Creek Parkway and its trailheads. 
7. Provide outdoor education and environmental values. 

Project Description 
The Hillside Trails Project proposes to construct approximately 12.3 miles of nature trails branching off the 
planned Phase III section of the Mariposa Creek Parkway Trail. The total Project area consists of 
approximately 235 acres. Trail widths would vary from two to eight feet. The intent of the proposed  project 
is to bring a balance of recreation, adventure and tranquility to the area. The new trails would be divided 
into four different segments based on their location and intended purpose. These lengths are an estimate 
and include the following: 



Front-Country Trails 

• 0.8- and 1.6-mile stacked loops from the Mariposa Creek Parkway 

• Trail running grades 5-7% 

Destination Trails 

• 1.6-mile trail from Mariposa Creek Parkway up to overlook 

• 2.8-mile trail from Mariposa Creek Parkway up to highpoint of the site 

• Trail running grade 5-8% 

• Opportunity for more technically challenging trails 

Oak Woodland Trails 

• 1.6-mile woodland loop from proposed trailhead 

• 0.7-mile trail from proposed trailhead up to high point of the site 

• Trail running grades <5% 

• Opportunity for more accessible trails 

Park Trails 

• 2.5-mile loop option from the County Park 

• 1.9-mile trail from County Park to overlook 

• Trail running grade 4-8% 

Trail Amenities and Features 

The proposed Project would include various amenities and features within the trail system. They are 
anticipated to include the following if possible: 

• Shaded benches 
• Scenic viewpoints 
• Restrooms with drinking fountains 
• Ecological restoration areas 
• Educational signage 
• Pet facilities (i.e., waste bags and 

waterspouts) 
• Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 

accessible routes 
• Bike racks, repair, and wash station 
• Isolated meditation areas 
• Swing benches 
• Large gathering spaces with table 

seating 
• Exercise stations 
• Outdoor classroom 
• Bike jumps 
• Bird blinds 
• Hitching post 
• Parking 
• Conservation zones



The proposed trail Project also includes management and maintenance strategies that are proposed in the 
Mariposa Forest Management Plan, including the use of herbicide, cultural and prescribed burning, and 
prescribed grazing to control invasive vegetation as well as irrigation to support any plantings of native 
vegetation. 
 
Trail Uses 

The Project is expected to encourage the following uses: 

• Hiking 

• Scenic viewing 

• Mountain biking 

• Picnicking 

• Dog walking 

• Learning 

• Bird watching 

• Group gatherings 

• Trail running 

• Meditating or Meditation  

• Horseback riding 
 

ZONE AMENDMENT 

The Project would also require a zone amendment for the Project parcels that are currently not zoned 
Public Quasi-Public.  

Construction Schedule 
While construction funding or schedule is not identified, construction of the Hillside Trails Project is 
anticipated to generally occur between the months of April and October, outside of the rainy season. 

Operation and Maintenance 
Operation and Maintenance (O&M) of the Project would be handled by the Mariposa County Public Works 
Department, Road and/or Parks and Recreation Divisions. O&M would include the following: 

• Mowing – Mowing each side of trail where applicable.  

• Pruning - Prune woody limbs and shrubs near sides of trail.  

• Removal of Trees/Limbs - Evaluation/removal of unhealthy or dead trees and limbs. Fallen trees 
may remain as access control and to minimize disturbance. 

• Signage - Maintain directional and informational signs. 

• Trail Surface – Restore, regrade, clean and/or resurface when necessary. 

• Litter Pick Up - Trailside-litter pickup. Access area litter pickup. Encourage continued user "carry-in, 
carry-out" policy. 

• Trash Collection - Removal of trash from receptacles at access areas.  

• Lighting – maintain functional safety lighting (replace luminaires, repair outages) 

• Restroom – cleaning of restroom and pumping of vault 

 



Mariposa County August 2025  
Mariposa Creek Parkway Phase III Hillside Trails  
Chapter 5: Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

www.provostandpritchard.com    5-1  

5 MITIGATION, MONITORING, AND REPORTING PROGRAM 

This Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) has been formulated based upon the findings 
of the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the Project in Mariposa County. The MMRP 
table lists mitigation measures recommended in the IS/MND for the Project and identifies monitoring and 
reporting requirements.  
 
Table 5-1: Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program presents the mitigation measures identified for 
the Project. Each mitigation measure is numbered with a symbol indicating the topical section to which it 
pertains, a hyphen, and the impact number. For example, AIR-2 would be the second mitigation measure 
identified in the Air Quality analysis of the IS/MND.  
 
The first column of Table 5-1: Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program identifies the mitigation 
measure. The second column, entitled “When Monitoring is to Occur,” identifies the time the mitigation 
measure should be initiated. The third column, “Frequency of Monitoring,” identifies the frequency of the 
monitoring of the mitigation measure. The fourth column, “Agency Responsible for Monitoring,” names 
the party ultimately responsible for ensuring that the mitigation measure is implemented. The last columns 
will be used by the Lead and Responsible Agencies to ensure that individual mitigation measures have been 
complied with and monitored. 
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Table 5-1: Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

Aesthetics 

AES-1 All outdoor lighting shall adhere to International 
Dark Sky Association standards, including the 
requirement that all outdoor lighting shall be 
hooded or screened as to direct the source of light 
downward and focus onto the property from which 
it originates and shall not negatively impact adjacent 
properties or directly reflect upon any adjacent 
properties. A lighting plan shall be submitted to 
Mariposa Planning prior to the issuance of grading 
or construction permits for the project. 

During construction 
activities 

Once, near project 
completion 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 

  

Biological Resources 

General Project-Related Impacts 

BIO-1 (WEAP Training): Prior to initiating construction 
activities (including staging and mobilization), all 
personnel associated with Project construction will 
attend a mandatory Worker Environmental 
Awareness Program (WEAP) training, conducted by 
a qualified biologist (someone familiar with the 
identification and habitats of these species), to aid 
workers in identifying special status resources that 
may occur in the site. The specifics of this program 
will include identification of the sensitive species 
and suitable habitats, a description of the 
regulatory status and general ecological 
characteristics of sensitive resources, and review of 
the limits of construction and mitigation measures 
required to reduce impacts to biological resources 
within the work area. This training will discuss 
special status species, describe the laws and 
regulations in place to provide protection of these 
species, identify the penalties for violation of 
applicable environmental laws and regulations, and 
include a list of required protective measures to 
avoid “take.” A fact sheet summarizing this 
information, along with photographs or illustrations 

Prior to the start of 
any construction 

activities 

As needed for any 
new construction 
personnel during 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

of sensitive species with potential to occur on the 
site, will also be prepared for distribution to all 
contractors, their employees, and all other 
personnel involved with construction of the 
Project. All trainees will sign a form documenting 
that they have attended WEAP training and 
understand the information presented to them. 
These signed forms shall be provided to the 
Mariposa County Planning Department prior to 
initiation of construction activities. 

BIO-2 (BMPs): The Project proponent will require that all 
workers employ the following best management 
practices (BMPs) in order to avoid and minimize 
potential impacts to special status species: 

• Vehicles will observe a 15-mph speed 
limit while on unpaved access routes. 

• All open trenches, holes, sumps, and 
other excavations greater than 6-inches 
with sidewalls steeper than a 1:1 (45 
degree) slope will have an escape ramp 
of earth or a non-slip material with a less 
than 1:1 slope or these will be covered 
with barrier material such that animals 
are unable to dig or squeeze under the 
barrier and become entrapped/ 

• Workers will inspect areas beneath 
parked vehicles, equipment, and 
materials prior to mobilization. If special 
status species are detected, the 
individual will either be allowed to leave 
of its own volition or will be captured by 
the qualified biologist (must possess 
appropriate collecting/handling permits 
or relevant experience) and relocated out 
of harm’s way to the nearest suitable 
habitat beyond the influence of the 
Project work area. “Take” of a state or 

During Construction 
Activities 

Daily 
Mariposa County 

Planning 
Department 
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Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

federal special status (rare, California 
Species of Special Concern, threatened, 
or endangered) species is prohibited 
without the necessary federal or state 
take permit. 

• The presence of any special status 
species will be reported to the Project’s 
qualified biologist, who will submit the 
occurrence to the CNDDB. If necessary, 
the biologist will report the occurrence to 
CDFW and/or USFWS. 

Project-Related Impacts to Special Status Plant Species 

BIO-3 The presence of any special status species will be 
reported to the Project’s qualified biologist, who 
will submit the occurrence to the CNDDB. If 
necessary, the biologist will report the occurrence 
to CDFW and/or USFWS. 
 
These signed forms shall be provided to the 
Mariposa County Planning Department prior to 
initiation of construction activities. 

    

 

BIO-4 (Pre-Construction Survey): Prior to Project activities 
occurring onsite, a qualified botanist/biologist will 
conduct focused botanical surveys during the 
appropriate blooming seasons. At a minimum three 
(3) surveys will be conducted, each at least one (1) 
month apart, across the blooming periods for 
beaked clarkia (April – May), big-scale balsamroot 
(March – July), Congdon’s lomatium (March – 
June), Congdon's woolly sunflower (March – June), 
grassland suncup (April – June), Madera 
leptosiphon (April – May), Mariposa clarkia (May – 
June), Mariposa cryptantha (April – June), Mariposa 
daisy (June – August), Mariposa lupine (April – 
May), Mariposa pussypaws (April – May), Parry's 
horkelia (April – September), shaggyhair lupine 
(April – May), slender-stalked monkeyflower (April 

Prior to construction 
activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
during 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 



Mariposa County August 2025  
Mariposa Creek Parkway Phase III Hillside Trails  
Chapter 5: Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

www.provostandpritchard.com    5-5  

Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

– May), and yellow-lip pansy monkeyflower (April – 
July) according to CDFW’s Protocols for Surveying 
and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native 
Plant Populations and Sensitive Natural 
Communities (2018) for all appropriate habitats for 
these species within the site. The results of any 
surveys and mitigation measures employed to 
reduce impacts on species to less than significant 
levels shall be provided to the Mariposa County 
Planning Department prior to commencement of 
any construction activities. 

BIO-5 (Avoidance): If special status plants are identified 
during a survey, an avoidance buffer and, if 
necessary, use of exclusion fencing, will be placed 
around the area so as not to disturb the plants or 
its root system. The results of any surveys and 
mitigation measures employed to reduce impacts 
on species to less than significant levels shall be 
provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

Prior to construction 
activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
during 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-6 (Formal Consultation): If rare plant individuals or 
populations are detected within Project work areas 
during the focused botanical surveys, and the 
plants cannot be avoided, the Project proponent 
will initiate consultation with CNPS (for CNPS-
ranked species), CDFW (for California proposed, 
threatened, or endangered species), and/or USFWS 
(for threatened or endangered species) to 
determine next steps for salvage and relocation. 
The results of any surveys and mitigation measures 
employed to reduce impacts on species to less than 
significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa 
County Planning Department prior to 
commencement of any construction activities. 

Prior to construction 
activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
during 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Nest Abandonment of Migratory Birds, Raptors, and Special Status Birds 

BIO-7 (Avoidance): The Project’s construction activities 
will occur, if feasible, between August 16 and 
January 31 (outside of the nesting bird season) to 
avoid impacts to nesting birds. 

August 16 to January 
31 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
during 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-8 (Pre-construction Surveys): If activities must occur 
within the nesting bird season (February 1 to 
August 15), a qualified biologist (someone able to 
identify these species) will conduct a pre-
construction survey for active nests within seven 
(7) calendar days prior to the start of construction. 
It will be completed within the site, and up to 100 
feet outside of the site for nesting migratory birds 
and up to 500 feet outside of the site for nesting 
raptors. Raptor nests are considered “active” upon 
the nest-building stage. If no active nests are 
observed, no further mitigation is required. The 
results of any surveys and mitigation measures 
employed to reduce impacts on species to less than 
significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa 
County Planning Department prior to 
commencement of any construction activities. 

Prior to the start of 
construction activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-9 (Avoidance Buffers): On discovery of any active 
nests or breeding colonies near work areas, a 
qualified biologist will determine appropriate 
avoidance buffer distances based on applicable 
CDFW and/or USFWS guidelines, the biology of the 
species, conditions of the nest(s), and the level of 
Project disturbance. If necessary, avoidance buffers 
will be identified with flagging, fencing, or other 
easily visible means, and will be maintained until 
the biologist has determined that the nestlings 
have fledged. The results of any surveys and 
mitigation measures employed to reduce impacts 
on species to less than significant levels shall be 

Prior to the start of 
construction activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance to California Red-Legged Frog 

BIO-10 (Pre-construction Take Avoidance Surveys): A 
qualified biologist (someone familiar with the 
identification and habitat of this species) will 
conduct a pre-construction take avoidance survey 
for CRLF within seven (7) days of construction in 
accordance with the Revised Guidance on Site 
Assessment and Field Surveys for the California 
Red-legged Frog (USFWS 2005) or current guidance 
for CRLF to determine if CRLF are within or 
adjacent (within 100 feet) to the creek habitat. This 
survey will be completed when adult frogs are most 
likely to be detected at night between January 1 
and June 30. If construction activities will begin 
outside of this timeframe two surveys will be 
required, one between January 1 and June 30 and 
the second survey within seven (7) days prior to 
construction activities within or adjacent (within 
100 feet) of the creek habitat. If no CRLFs are found 
during the pre-construction survey(s) work may 
commence without further surveys. The results of 
any surveys and mitigation measures employed to 
reduce impacts on species to less than significant 
levels shall be provided to the Mariposa County 
Planning Department prior to commencement of 
any construction activities. 

Within seven (7) days 
of construction 

activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-11 (Monitor): If CRLF are observed during the surveys 
or during construction, a qualified biologist will 
conduct a pre-activity clearance survey each day 
and remain on the site to oversee all vegetation 
clearing and ground disturbing activities within or 
adjacent (within 100 feet) of the creek habitat. The 
results of any surveys and mitigation measures 
employed to reduce impacts on species to less than 

Upon discovery of 
CRLF 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa 
County Planning Department prior to 
commencement of any construction activities. 

BIO-12 (FYLF Take Authorization): If avoidance is not 
feasible the Project will consult with the USFWS to 
acquire take permits for CRLF prior to any Project 
activities. The results of any surveys and mitigation 
measures employed to reduce impacts on species 
to less than significant levels shall be provided to 
the Mariposa County Planning Department prior to 
commencement of any construction activities. 

During construction 
activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance to Crotch’s Bumble Bee 

BIO-13 (Flying Bumble Bee and Nest Surveys): A qualified 
biologist (someone who is familiar with and can 
identify bumble bees) will conduct three flying 
bumble bee and nest surveys during the peak flying 
periods (April, May to June, and July) prior to initial 
ground disturbing activities within or adjacent 
(within 100 feet) of the creek habitat. The biologist 
will walk throughout the creek habitat onsite and 
up to 100 feet outside of the creek habitat during 
the optimal time of the day to inspect for bumble 
bees and any nests. If an individual is observed, it 
will be followed until it can be determined if a nest 
is present within the survey boundary. The results 
of any surveys and mitigation measures employed 
to reduce impacts on species to less than 
significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa 
County Planning Department prior to 
commencement of any construction activities. 

Prior to the start of 
construction activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-14 (Identification and Protection Plan): Bumble bee 
individuals need to be captured to be identified. If a 
bumble bee nest is observed, no Project activities 
will occur within 50 feet of the nest until a plan to 
identify the species using the nest and protect 
nesting and overwintering Crotch’s bumble bee has 
been submitted to CDFW and approved in writing 

During construction 
activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

by CDFW. The results of any surveys and mitigation 
measures employed to reduce impacts on species 
to less than significant levels shall be provided to 
the Mariposa County Planning Department prior to 
commencement of any construction activities. 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance to Monarch Butterfly 

BIO-15 (Avoidance): Vegetation removal will not occur 
during the monarch breeding season (February 1 to 
August 31. 

During construction 
activities 

During 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-16 (Pre-construction Surveys): If vegetation removal 
will occur during the breeding season (February 1 
to August 31) a pre-construction survey of the BSA 
will be conducted by a qualified biologist (someone 
who can identify the species and is familiar with the 
species' host plants) within 15 days prior to 
construction activities to determine if milkweeds 
(Asclepias spp.) plants are located within the site. If 
no milkweed plants are observed, no further 
mitigation is required. The results of any surveys 
and mitigation measures employed to reduce 
impacts on species to less than significant levels 
shall be provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

During construction 
activities 

During 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-17 (Buffers): If milkweeds are observed within the BSA 
during the breeding season (February 1 to August 
31), an avoidance buffer will be placed around the 
area as to not to disturb the plant or its root 
system. The buffer will be left in place until a 
qualified biologist has determined the buffers are 
no longer warranted. The results of any surveys 
and mitigation measures employed to reduce 
impacts on species to less than significant levels 
shall be provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

During construction 
activities 

During 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

BIO-18 (Monarch Egg and Larvae Survey): If milkweeds are 
observed within the BSA during the breeding 
season (February 1 to August 31) and cannot be 
avoided, a qualified biologist will conduct a 
monarch egg and larvae survey to look for eggs and 
larvae on milkweeds within seven (7) days prior to 
their removal. If no eggs or larvae are observed the 
milkweed plants can be removed under the 
supervision of a qualified biologist and will be 
replanted at a 3:1 ratio. The results of any surveys 
and mitigation measures employed to reduce 
impacts on species to less than significant levels 
shall be provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

During construction 
activities 

During 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-19 (Consultation with USFWS if Listed): In the event a 
milkweed plant with monarch eggs or larvae is 
detected during the pre-construction survey and 
cannot be avoided and this species is listed under 
the ESA prior to this observation, consultation with 
USFWS will be completed to avoid take. The results 
of any surveys and mitigation measures employed 
to reduce impacts on species to less than 
significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa 
County Planning Department prior to 
commencement of any construction activities. 

During the pre-
construction survey 

Once 
Mariposa County 

Planning 
Department 

 

 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance of Maternity Roosting Bats and Special Status Bats 

BIO-20 (Pre-Construction Survey): A qualified biologist 
(someone familiar with the identification and sign 
of this species) will conduct a pre-construction 
survey for cavities and if needed, and emergence 
survey, within 7 days or less prior to construction if 
construction activities fall between March 1 and 
September 30 (bat maternity season) and/or 
November 1 through February 28 (overwintering 
season). This survey would help identify current bat 

Within seven (7) days 
of construction 

activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

roosting locations in trees or cavities within or near 
the Project site prior to the start of construction. 

BIO-21 (Establish Buffers): On discovery of any bat roosts 
near work areas a qualified biologist will determine 
appropriate construction setback distances (buffer 
zones) based on the biology of the species, 
conditions of the roost(s), and the level of Project 
disturbance, if appropriate. If necessary, 
construction buffers will be identified with flagging, 
fencing, or other easily visible means, and will be 
maintained until the biologist has determined that 
the roost will no longer be impacted by 
construction. The results of any surveys and 
mitigation measures employed to reduce impacts 
on species to less than significant levels shall be 
provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

Upon discovery of bat 
roosts 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-22 (Avoidance): Project activities are not to occur 
within 100 feet of the identified maternity bat 
roost between sunset and sunrise during maternity 
season from March 1 through September 30 and 
the special status species overwintering bat roost 
from November 1 through February 28. Lighting is 
not to be used near roosts where it would shine on 
or into the roost entrance. Combustion equipment, 
such as generators, pumps, and vehicles are not to 
be parked, operated, under or adjacent to the 
roost. 

During construction 
activities 

During 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-23 (Disturbance to Trees): If a tree or trees must be 
removed a qualified biologist will inspect the tree 
prior to removal to verify that the tree is not active 
roosting habitat. Once the tree is deemed clear of 
bats, the tree will be removed within two days. The 
results of any surveys and mitigation measures 
employed to reduce impacts on species to less than 
significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa 

During construction 
activities 

During 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 



Mariposa County August 2025  
Mariposa Creek Parkway Phase III Hillside Trails  
Chapter 5: Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

www.provostandpritchard.com    5-12  

Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

County Planning Department prior to 
commencement of any construction activities. 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance to Foothill Yellow-Legged Frog 

BIO-24 (Pre-construction Take Avoidance Survey): A 
qualified biologist (someone familiar with the 
identification and habitat of this species) will 
conduct surveys for FYLF in accordance with 
CDFW’s Considerations for Conserving the Foothill 
Yellow-Legged Frog (California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife 2018), or current guidance for FYLF to 
determine if FYLF are within or adjacent (within 
100 feet) of the creek habitat. If no FYLFs are found 
during the pre-construction survey and no surface 
water is present in the creeks, work may 
commence without further surveys. 

Prior to the start of 
construction activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-25 (FYLF Consultation and Avoidance): If any FYLF are 
found during preconstruction surveys or at any 
time during construction, consultation with CDFW 
and USFWS is warranted to determine if the Project 
can avoid take. CDFW recommends that initial 
ground-disturbing activities be timed to avoid the 
period when FYLF are most likely to be moving 
through upland areas (i.e., November 1 to March 
31). When ground-disturbing activities must take 
place between November 1 and March 31, CDFW 
recommends that a qualified biologist monitor 
construction activity daily for FYLF. The results of 
any surveys and mitigation measures employed to 
reduce impacts on species to less than significant 
levels shall be provided to the Mariposa County 
Planning Department prior to commencement of 
any construction activities. 

Upon discovery of FYLF 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-26 (Monitor): If FYLF have been observed during 
preconstruction surveys or at any time during 
construction and ground-disturbing activities must 
take place between November 1 and March 31, 
surface water is present during the preconstruction 

Upon discovery of FYLF 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

surveys, or if surface water becomes present at any 
time during the work period, the qualified biologist 
will conduct a pre-activity clearance survey each 
day and remain on the site to oversee all 
vegetation clearing and ground disturbing activities 
within FYLF habitat. The results of any surveys and 
mitigation measures employed to reduce impacts 
on species to less than significant levels shall be 
provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

construction 
activities 

BIO-27 (FYLF Take Authorization): If avoidance is not 
feasible the Project will consult with the USFWS 
and CDFW to acquire take permits for FYLF prior to 
any Project activities. The results of any surveys 
and mitigation measures employed to reduce 
impacts on species to less than significant levels 
shall be provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

During construction 
activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance to Hardhead 

BIO-28 (Avoidance): If possible, construction activities will 
not occur in or within 50 feet of Mariposa Creek or 
the unnamed creek when water is present. During construction 

activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-29 (Pre-construction Survey): If construction activities 
must occur in or within 50 feet of the waterways 
when water is present a pre-construction survey 
will be conducted by a qualified biologist (someone 
who is familiar with and can identify fish species) to 
look for hardhead and other special status fish 
species that may be present in Mariposa Creek or 
the unnamed creek. The results of any surveys and 
mitigation measures employed to reduce impacts 
on species to less than significant levels shall be 

Prior to the start of 
construction activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

BIO-30 (Formal Consultation): If hardhead or other special 
status fish species are observed within Mariposa 
Creek or the unnamed creek and cannot be 
avoided the Project proponent will initiate 
consultation with the National Marine Fisheries 
Service and/or CDFW to determine any additional 
mitigation and minimization measures to avoid 
impacts to special status fish within the creeks. The 
results of any surveys and mitigation measures 
employed to reduce impacts on species to less than 
significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa 
County Planning Department prior to 
commencement of any construction activities. 

Upon discovery of 
hardhead 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

Project-Related Mortality and/or Disturbance to Northwestern Pond Turtle 

BIO-31 (Pre-construction Survey and Avoidance Buffers): 
Within seven (7) days prior to the start of 
construction, a qualified biologist (someone 
familiar with the identification and habitat of this 
species) will conduct a pre-construction survey for 
northwestern pond turtle within the creek habitat 
and surrounding areas up to 330 feet. Pre-
construction surveys will be conducted in 
accordance with the draft Western Pond Turtle 
(Emys marmorata) Visual Survey Protocol for the 
Southcoast Ecoregion (United States Geological 
Survey 2006), or current guidance. If no 
northwestern pond turtles are observed during the 
pre-construction survey, then construction 
activities may begin. If the surveys results in the 
identification of a northwestern pond turtle or an 
individual is found on the site during construction 
activities, it will be allowed to leave the site on its 
own or a qualified biologist (must possess 
appropriate collecting/handling permits or relevant 

Within seven (7) days 
prior to the start of 

construction activities 

Once, as 
determined by 

qualified biologist 
prior to 

construction 
activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

experience) will stop work and relocate the 
individual. The qualified biologist will determine 
appropriate buffers to be implemented to avoid 
impacts to the individual(s). The results of any 
surveys and mitigation measures employed to 
reduce impacts on species to less than significant 
levels shall be provided to the Mariposa County 
Planning Department prior to commencement of 
any construction activities. 

BIO-32 (Monitor): If northwestern pond turtles are 
observed on the site, a qualified biologist will 
conduct a pre-activity clearance survey each day 
and remain on the site to oversee all vegetation 
clearing and ground disturbing activities until the 
individual(s) have left the site. The results of any 
surveys and mitigation measures employed to 
reduce impacts on species to less than significant 
levels shall be provided to the Mariposa County 
Planning Department prior to commencement of 
any construction activities. 

During construction 
activities 

Daily, during 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

BIO-33 (Formal Consultation): Should northwestern pond 
turtles get listed by the ESA in this area and the 
Project/qualified biologist needs to move an 
individual, consultation for protection plans and/or 
relocation plans with the appropriate agencies will 
be completed to avoid take. The results of any 
surveys and mitigation measures employed to 
reduce impacts on species to less than significant 
levels shall be provided to the Mariposa County 
Planning Department prior to commencement of 
any construction activities. 

Prior to the start of 
construction activities 

Once, Prior to 
ground disturbing 
activities and the 

start of 
construction 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

Project-Related Impacts to Riparian Habitat and Natural Communities of Special Concern 

BIO-34 (Analysis for Revegetation): If trees are to be 
removed during Project activities a qualified 
biologist will complete an analysis on the number 
of trees and impacts to the habitat to determine if 

During construction 
activities 

During 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

a habitat restoration and revegetation plan (HRRP) 
will be needed. 

BIO-35 (HRRP): If determined by the qualified biologist’s 
analysis an HRRP is required, one will be developed 
for the Project. Upon completion of the Project, all 
vegetation impacted by permanent and temporary 
impacts, including trails, staging areas, temporary 
roads, and borrow sites, will be recontoured if 
necessary and revegetated to promote restoration 
of the area to pre-Project conditions. The HRRP will 
detail the process or processes to be implemented 
to restore the target areas and replant vegetation 
removed during the Project and will include the 
following Project-specific information, at a 
minimum: 

• summary of habitat impacts and 
proposed habitat restoration actions;  

• location of the restoration sites and 
existing site conditions;  

• restoration design, including a proposed 
restoration site schedule and descriptions 
of existing and proposed soils and 
hydrology;  

• site preparation requirements (including 
soil amendments, if required);  

• invasive species eradication plan if 
applicable, planting plan, and 
maintenance plan;  

• monitoring measures, with performance 
and success criteria;  

• monitoring methods, duration, and 
schedule; and  

• contingency measures and remedial 
actions. 

 
The results of any surveys and mitigation measures 
employed to reduce impacts on species to less than 

Prior to the start of 
construction activities 

Once, Prior to 
ground disturbing 
activities and the 

start of 
construction 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

significant levels shall be provided to the Mariposa 
County Planning Department prior to 
commencement of any construction activities. 

Project-Related Impacts to Regulated Waters, Wetlands, and Water Quality 

BIO-36 (Permits): If the Project intends to impact 
potentially jurisdictional waters, permits with 
USACE, RWQCB, and/or CDFW will be obtained to 
comply with state and federal regulations, if 
necessary. These permits, certifications, and 
agreements would ensure impacts to waters are 
minimized to the extent possible and permanent 
impacts would be offset by compensatory 
mitigation. The results of any surveys and 
mitigation measures employed to reduce impacts 
on species to less than significant levels shall be 
provided to the Mariposa County Planning 
Department prior to commencement of any 
construction activities. 

Prior to the start of 
construction activities 

Once, Prior to 
ground disturbing 
activities and the 

start of 
construction 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
 

 

Cultural Resources 

CUL-1 (Archaeological Remains): Should archaeological 
remains or artifacts be unearthed during any stage 
of project activities, work in the area of discovery 
shall cease until the area is evaluated by a qualified 
archaeologist. If mitigation is warranted, the project 
proponent shall abide by recommendations of the 
archaeologist. 

During construction 
activities upon 

discovery of 
archaeological remains 

in the work areas. 

Daily, upon 
discovery of 

archaeological 
remains in the 

work areas 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 

  

CUL-2 (Human Remains): In the event human remains, 
artifacts, or potentially significant cultural resources 
are discovered during ground disturbance on the 
project site, a Native American monitor shall be on-
site for the duration of ground disturbance. During 
any construction activity that involves ground 
disturbance, if any signs of prehistoric, historic, 
archaeological, paleontological resources are 
evident, all work activity within fifty feet of the find 
shall stop and the Mariposa County Planning 
Department shall be notified immediately. No work 

During construction 
activities upon 

discovery of human 
remains in the work 

areas. 

Daily, upon 
discovery of 

human remains in 
the work areas. 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program 

Item Mitigation Measure 
When Monitoring is 

to Occur 
Frequency of 
Monitoring 

Agency 
Responsible for 

Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

shall be done within fifty feet of the find until 
Planning has identified appropriate measures to 
protect the find and those measures have been 
implemented by the project proponent. Protection 
measures for the site may include, but not be limited 
to, requiring the project proponent to hire a 
qualified archaeologist who shall conduct necessary 
inspections and research, and who may supervise all 
further ground disturbance activities and make any 
such recommendations as necessary to ensure 
compliance with applicable regulations. In addition 
to the Planning Department, the Mariposa County 
Coroner and the Native American Heritage 
Commission shall be notified should human remains 
be discovered. If the remains are determined by the 
Native American Heritage Commission to be Native 
American, the NAHC guidelines shall be adhered to 
in treatment and disposition of the remains. 
Representatives of the Most Likely Descendant shall 
be requested to be on-site during disturbance 
and/or removal of human remains. 

Noise 

NOI-1 The construction contractor shall ensure that all 
noise producing construction activities, including 
warming-up or servicing equipment and any 
preparation for construction, shall not commence 
prior to the hours of 7:00am Monday through 
Friday, and 8:00am on Saturdays. All construction 
activities shall cease by sunset Monday through 
Saturday. No construction shall occur on Sundays. 
Any deviation from the construction hours shall 
require Planning Department consideration and 
approval. The construction contractor shall locate 
on-site equipment staging areas to maximize the 
distance between construction-related noise 
sources and noise sensitive receptors nearest the 
project site during construction. 

During construction 
activities 

Daily, during 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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When Monitoring is 
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Monitoring 

Method to 
Verify 

Compliance 

Verification of 
Compliance 

NOI-2 The construction contractor shall ensure that all 
equipment will have sound control devices that are 
no less effective than those provided on the original 
equipment. Further, pavement breakers and 
jackhammers shall also be equipped with 
acoustically attenuating shields or shrouds 
recommended by the manufacturers thereof. In lieu 
of or in the absence of manufacturers' 
recommendations, the Director of Public Works 
shall have the authority to prescribe such means of 
accomplishing maximum noise attenuation as 
deemed to be in the public interest, considering the 
available technology and economic feasibility. 

During construction 
activities 

Daily, during 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 

  

NOI-3 The County shall ensure by inclusion in any work 
agreement with contractors that equipment and 
trucks used for construction of the Project utilize the 
best available noise control techniques (including 
mufflers, use of intake silencers, ducts, engine 
enclosures and acoustically attenuating shields or 
shrouds). 

During construction 
activities 

Daily, during 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 

  

NOI-4 The County shall ensure by inclusion in any work 
agreement with contractors that impact equipment 
(e.g., jack hammers, etc.) used for construction of 
the Project be hydraulically or electrically powered 
wherever feasible to avoid noise associated with 
compressed air exhaust from pneumatically 
powered tools. Where use of pneumatically 
powered tools is unavoidable, use of an exhaust 
muffler on the compressed air exhaust can lower 
noise levels from the exhaust by up to about 10 dBA. 
When feasible, external jackets on the impact 
equipment can achieve a reduction of 5 dBA. 
Whenever feasible, use quieter procedures, such as 
drilling rather than impact equipment operation. 

During construction 
activities 

Daily, during 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 

  

Tribal Cultural Resources 

See CUL-1 and CUL-2 in Section 4.5.3. 

Wildfire 
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Verification of 
Compliance 

WLD-1 (Defensible Space). Pre-wildfire mitigation 
measures focus on the maintenance of 
defensible space and fire-focused landscaping 
for the life of the project, and may include: 

a. Highly flammable vegetation near the 
Project will be maintained to reduce 
fire fuel, as appropriate. 

b. Dispose of debris, such as dry debris, 
leaves, and dead limbs near and 
within the Project. 

c. Design defensible spaces with fire 
breaks around the Project, as 
appropriate. 

During construction 
activities 

Daily, during 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 

  

WLD-2 (Water Source). Adequate on-site water 
sources will be made available during high fire 
risk construction activities and will include, but 
not limited to, water truck, water backpacks, 
and/or fire extinguishers 

During construction 
activities 

Daily, during 
construction 

activities 

Mariposa County 
Planning 

Department 
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