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SCH #:  2025090047		
Project Title:  Quail Valley Subarea 4 Project	
Lead Agency: Eastern Municipal Water District	
Contact Name:  Joseph Broadhead	
Email: 	broadhej@emwd.org      	Phone Number: (951) 928-3777 
Project  Location: Menifee      Riverside	
	City                         County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
[bookmark: _Hlk124338080]The Quail Valley community is situated within the service area of the Eastern Municipal Water District (District). Quail Valley has experienced ongoing failures of private septic system that pose a threat to public health and water quality, both within the community and downstream in Canyon Lake. As a vital water source, residential area, and recreational destination, Canyon Lake serves the public in multiple capacities.
In response to these challenges, the District and other key stakeholders—including Riverside County, the California Department of Public Health, the Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District, the City of Canyon Lake, and the City of Menifee—have collaboratively explored long-term solutions. The goal of this multi-agency effort is to implement a comprehensive, community-wide sewer collection system that would protect water resources, improve public health, and enhance the overall quality of life for Quail Valley residents.
The Quail Valley Subarea 4 Project (proposed Project) seeks to establish a robust and comprehensive wastewater collection and conveyance system that provides consistent and reliable service to all Quail Valley Subarea 4 residences consistent with all established District standards, while also safeguarding public health, public water resources, and enhancing the overall well-being of the Quail Valley and Canyon Lake communities.
The proposed Project would construct approximately 10 miles of 8-inch and 12-inch polyvinyl chloride gravity main pipe, approximately 1.1 miles of force mains, 247 manholes, 24 connector pipes, 1 regional lift station (LS-1), and 4 smaller lift stations (LS-2, LS-3, LS-4, and LS-5). LS-1 would convey the majority of wastewater flows originating from Subarea 4. To connect Subarea 4 to LS-1, 24 connector pipes would be installed to link streets and facilitate gravity flows. To accomplish this, connector pipes would be required to traverse private properties. 
Due to varied topography in the northwest portion of the Project site, gravity flows cannot remove all wastewater from Subarea 4. To address this situation, LS-2 through LS-5 would pump wastewater via a shared force main to Collection Manhole 2, located at the intersection of La Bertha Lane and Mountain View Place, before ultimately discharging to LS-1. From LS-1, flows would be pumped to Collection Manhole 1 located at the intersection of Wells Place and Goetz Road. Collection Manhole 1 would connect to sewer infrastructure in Goetz Road. Construction is planned to be carried out in eight phases, to be implemented over an approximately 20-year period. 
Identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that would reduce or avoid that effect.
	Project impacts requiring mitigation are limited to air quality, biological resources, cultural and tribal cultural resources, and noise. 
Residential uses in the proposed Project area that are exposed to diesel particulate matter concentrations of 0.01465 micrograms per cubic meter or greater would be exposed to a maximum incremental cancer risk greater than 10 in a million, resulting in a potentially significant impact. Implementation of mitigation measure AQ-1 would require Tier 4 Construction Equipment with Diesel Particulate Filtration and would reduce impacts to sensitive receptors during construction activities.
At the program level of analysis, biological resources impacts to sensitive and special-status species (plants and wildlife) would be potentially significant. Implementation of mitigation measures BIO-1 through BIO-13 would reduce impacts to sensitive and special-status species (plants and wildlife) to a less than significant level. 
At the program level of analysis, biological resources impacts to riparian habitat would be potentially significant. Implementation of mitigation measures BIO-11, BIO-12, BIO-13, BIO-14a, and BIO-14b would reduce impacts on riparian habitat to a less than significant level. 

At the program level of analysis, biological resources impacts to jurisdictional wetlands would be potentially significant. Implementation of mitigation measures BIO-11, BIO-13, BIO-14a, and BIO-14b would reduce impacts on jurisdictional wetlands to a less than significant level.
At the program level of analysis, biological resources impacts to nursery sites would be potentially significant. Implementation of mitigation measures BIO-5 and BIO-10 would reduce impacts on nursery sites to a less than significant level.
At the program level of analysis, it cannot be known with certainty that impacts to archaeological resources could be fully avoided, which would be considered a potentially significant impact. Implementation of mitigation measures CUL-1 through CUL-4 would reduce impacts on archaeological resources to a less than significant level.
At the program level of analysis, it cannot be known with certainty that impacts to human remains could be fully avoided, which would be considered a potentially significant impact. Implementation of mitigation measure CUL-5 would reduce impacts on human remains to a less than significant level.
At the program level of analysis, it cannot be known with certainty that impacts to tribal cultural resources could be fully avoided, which would be considered potentially significant. Implementation of mitigation measures CUL-1 through CUL-4 would reduce impacts on tribal cultural resources to a less than significant level. 

Lift station construction noise impacts would be potentially significant. Implementation of mitigation measures NOI-1 and NOI-2, along with construction noise BMPs, would reduce lift station construction noise impacts to a less than significant level. 

Pipeline construction noise impacts would be potentially significant. Implementation of construction noise BMPs presented in Section 3.5.1 of the Environmental Impact Report would reduce pipeline construction noise impacts; however, the degree to which construction noise levels would be reduced cannot be known at a program level of analysis. Due to the close proximity of residential uses throughout the project areas, noise impacts associated with pipeline construction activities would remain a temporary significant unavoidable impact.

Operational noise impacts from the emergency generators would exceed noise levels within sound enclosures resulting in a potentially significant impact. Mitigation measure NOI-3 requires the emergency backup generators located at each lift station site to be equipped with a Level 3 sound enclosure that results in noise levels not exceeding 73 A-weighted decibels at 23 feet (7 meters). Implementation of mitigation measure NOI-3 would reduce operational noise impacts to a less than significant level.



If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by agencies and the public.
	The District received agency comments in response to the Notice of Preparation from the Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (South Coast AQMD), the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians, and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. The Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District commented that an encroachment permit shall be obtained for any construction related activities occurring within District right-of-way or facilities. The South Coast AQMD commented that it is recommended that the Project analysis relies on the guidance provided in the South Coast ADMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook. The Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians commented that the Project is not located within the Tribe’s Traditional Use Area and they defer to the other tribes in the area. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service provided recommendations for the biological resources analysis. 



Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
	1. California State Water Resources Control Board 
2. California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana Region
3. South Coast Air Quality Management District
4. Riverside County Department of Environmental Health
5.  City of Menifee
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