


















Project - Environmental Review Report Form Supporting an &empt Project 

This project area does not contain suitable habitat for foothill yellow-legged frog. 

AMERICAN GOSHAWK 

9 . 

The range of species is throughout California. Nest sites include snags or laJEC trees in montaneconiferous forests. Nesting sites 
are-often made on crooks, forks, and large platforms in conifers. 

The project area will not adversely impact potentialhabitat for American goshawk. 

COOPERS HAWK 
The range of species is throughout California. Habitat includes dense stands of live oak, riparian deciduous, or other forest 
habitats near water. Nests in second-growth conifer stands, or in deciduous riparian areas, usually near streams. 

The project area will not adversely impact potential habitat forCoopeIS hawk.. 

GOLDEN EAGLE 
The range of species is throughout California. Nc&t sites include cliff edges, rock outcrops and large conifers near foraging 
habitat. Foraging areas include grassland, oak savanna, open woodland and chaparral and agricultural areas. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for golden eagle. 

NORTHERN HARRIER 
The range of species is throughout California. Habitat associated with this species includes fields, meadows, grasslands, 
freshwater wetlands, and shrublands. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for northern harrier. 

BALD EAGLE 
This species is listed as Endangered by the State. The range of the species is throughout Ca lifomia. This species requires wetland 
habitat such as seacoasts, rivers, large lakes or marshes or other large bodies ofopen water with an abundance of fish. 

The project area contains potentia I habitat forthe Bald Eagle. The project will not adversely impact potential habitat for the Bali 
Eagle because as stated in the project description no large, scenic, and/or mature trees will be removed which are potentially 
most likely to contain a nest site. If a nest is found during operations, then operations in the vicinity will cease until site specific 
protection measures can be developed. 

GREAT BLUE HERON 
The range of species is throughout Ca lifomia .1his species is associated with shallow estuaries, lakes, reservoirs, ponds, marshes, 
rivers, creeks and other fresh or saline wetlands, where they feed on a variety of fish and other aquatic and semi-aquafu 
organisms, and occasionally small mammals. They generally nest in colony's (rookeries) located in secluded groves of tall trees 
near foraging areas. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for the great blue heron. 

PRAJRJE FALCON 
The range of species is throughout California. Habitat associated with this species includes perennial grasslands, savannas, 
rangeland, some agricultural fields, and desert scrub areas. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for the prairie falcon. 

AMERJCAN PEREGRINE FALCON 
The range of species is throughout California. Habitat associated with this species are sites restricted to ledges of large rock cliff 
faces but some nests are found on city buildings and bridges. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for the American peregrine falcon. 

GREATER SANDHILL CRANE 
This species is listed as threatened in California. The range of species is in northeastern California and the Central Valley of 
Califomia.Habitatassociatedwith this species marsh and swamp,meadowand seep, wetlands. Prefers grain fields within 4-mile 
of a shallow body of water and irrigated pastures. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for greater sandhill crane. 
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' TRlCOWRED BLACKBIRD I 

This species is listed as threatened in California. The range of species within California occurs in the Central Valley, therefore 
is out of the range of the project area. 

OSPREY 
The range of species is throughout California. Habitat associated with this species includes snags or large trees in a variely of 
habitats usually within ½ mile, but up to I mile of a large reservoir, lake or river that provides foraging habitat. 

The project area will not adversely impact potential habitat for osprey. 

LEWIS WOODPECKER 
The range of species is throughout California. Habitat associated with this .species includes ponderosa pine forests, woodlands 
near streams, woodlands, burned forests, on:bards and agricultural areas. 

The project area will not adversely impact potential habitat for Lewis woodpecker. 

BURROWING OWL 
The range of species is throughout California. Habitat associated with this species includes open, treeless areas in grasslands, 
deserts and steep environments. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for Burrowing Owl 

GREAT GRAY OWL 
This species is listed as threatened in California. The range of species within California ineJudes the Southern Cascades, Klamath 
and Sierra Nevada mountains. Habitat associated with this species include-s open meadows with suitable nesting or roosting 
habitats. 

The project area docs not contain suitable habitat for great gray owl 

NORTHERN SPOTTED OWL 
This species is State and Federally listed as threatened. The range of species is throughout California. Habitat associated wi1h 
this species includes snags or large trees in montane coniferous forests. Nesting sites are often made on crooks, forks, and large 
platforms in conifers. 

The 2022 McKinney Fire burned through the project area with hlgh severity f'.ire and resuhed .in complete loss of habitat Since 
the f.ire any overstory trees that survived the fire arc not proposed to be removed, thus no habitat changes are anticipated from 
the project. 

The project area ma Y. suitable habita tfor Northern spotted owl As stated in the project description no large, scenic and/or mature 
. tre·es will be removed which are potentially most Iike]y to contain a nest site. 

KLAMATH CRAYFISH 
The range of species within California is specific to the Klamath river. Habitat associated with this species is shallow streams 
to major rivers. 

Although the project area is adjacent to the Klamath river, any treatments within the project area will not adversely affect the 
Klamath crayf"JSh. 

LOWER KLAMATII MARBLED SCULPIN 
The range of species within California occurs from the Klamath River drainage, and the Pit River system from Fall River to Hat 
Creek. Habitat associated with this species consists of soft-bottomed runs of clear, cold creeks and small to medium rivers. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for Lower Klamath marbled sculpin. 

KLAMATH RIVER LAMPREY 
This range of species within Ca1ifomia is specific to the Klamath river basin including the Trinity and Klamath riven;. Habiat 
associated with tbis species coinsides with coho and Chinook salmon as this is their main prey. 

Although the project area is adjacentto the KJamath river, any treatments within the project area will not adversely affect the 
Klamath river lamprey. 

IY\HO SALMOhl 
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This species is fo1ted as Threatened by the State. The range of species within California includes streams of the coastal and 
KJamath mountains. Coho typically inhabit small coastal streams as well as larger rivers and some of their smaller tnbutarics 
with low gradient reaches. 

Although the project area is adjacentto the Klamath river, any treatments within the project area will not adversely affect the 
coho salmon. 

STEELHEAD 
The range of species within California includes streams of the coastal and Klamath mountains. Habitats associated with this 
species are often found farther inland and in smaller streams than those utilized by Chinook and coho sahnon. 

The project area docs not contain suitable habitat for Steelhead. 

CHlNOOK SALMON 
This species is listed as Threatened by the State. The range of species within California includes streams of the coastal and 
Klamath mountains.Chinook typically inhabits smallcoastalstreamsaswell as larger rivers and some of their smaller tributaries 
with low gradient reaches. 

Although the project area is adjacent to the Klamath river, any treatments within the project area will not advernely affect the 
Chinook salmon. 

CROTCHS BUMBLE BEE 
The range of species within California is limited to the·southem 2/3 of the state, therefore out of the range of this project. 

FRANKLINS BUMBLE BE& 
This species is Federally and State listed as Endangered. The range of species within Ca1ifomia is limited to the Klamath 
mountains of Northern California and Southern Oregon. Habitat associated "!'llh this species includes open meadows and other 
wet areas where a higher density /diversity of flowering plants exists with open areas of intact grass clumps and rodent holes. 

The project areas does not include suitable habitat for the Franklin's bumble bee. 

MORRISON BUMBLE BEE 
The range of species within California occurs in the Eastern Cascade range. Habitat associated with this species is high plains 
shrub land. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for Morrison bumble bee. 

WESTERN BUMBLE BEE 
The range of species is throughout Ca lifomia. Habitat associated with this species includes open meadows and other wet areas 
where a higher density /diversity of flowering plants exists with open areas of intact grass clumps and rodent holes. 

The project areas does not include suitable habitat for Western bumble bee. 

LEECHS SKYLINE DIVING BEETLE 
The range of species is throughout California. Habitat associated with this species is sha !low ponds. 

The.project area does not contain suitable habitat for Leechs skyline diving beetle. 

·GRAY WOLF 
This species is listed as endangered in California. The range of species is limited within California to the northern portion of the 
state. Wolves are habitat generalists that primarily prey on large ungulates such as elk and deer, but will also prey upon a variety 
of smaller animals, along with domesticated animals and livestock. 

To detem1ine whether gray wolves have been documented within or in -the vicinity ofa treatment areas or if the treatment area 
is within the known home range of a documented gray wolf or gray wolf pack, the project manager will contact CDFW and 
USFWS before implementation of trea tmeot activities to obtain general information a bout documented g~y wolf activity and 
current home ranges within or in the vicinity of a treatment area that has not been made publicly ava_ilable. lf occupancy is noted, 
then operations with0.25 mile will cease until site specific protection measures can be developed. 

The project will not adveISely impact potential habitat for the gray wolf. 
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NORTH AMERJCAN PORCUPINE 
The range of species is throughout California. Habitat associated with this species is montaneconifer, Douglas-Fir, alpine dwarf­
shrub, and wet meadow habitats. Dens in ca bes, large rock crevices, hollow logs, snags, burrows of other animals and dens:: 
foliage in trees. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for the north american porcupine. 

FISHER 
The range of species within California includes the Coast range, Southern Cascades, Klamath and Sierra Nevada Mountains. 
Habitat associated with this species is forested and wooded habitat and requires cavities for breeding. 

The project area does not contain sujtable habitat for fisher. 

AMERICAN BADGER 
The range of species is throughout California. Habitatconsists of drier open states of most shrub, forest, and herbaceous habitats, 
with friable soils. Badgers dig burrows in friable soil for cover. Young are born in burrows dug in relatively dry, often sandy 
soil, usually in areas with sparse overstory cover. 

The project area contains potentialhabitatfortheAmerican badger. If a burrow site is found during treatment operations, it will 
be identified using high visibility flagging and avoided. 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA R1NGTA1L 
The range of species within California includes the Coast Redwoods, Southern Cascades, Klamath and Sierra Nevada mountains. 
Habitat associated with this species includes rocky areas and mixed forest~, woodlands or shrub land areas near a water source. 

The project area may contain suitable habitat for the Northern California ringtail If a burrow site is fou!).d during treatment 
operations, it will be identified using high visibility flagging and avoided. 

TOWNSEND BIG EARED BAT 
The range of species is throughout Ca lifom ia. Habitat associated with this species includes coniferous forests, deserts, prairies, 
riparian, active agricultural areas and coastal habitats with the availability of ca vesand·cave-iike roosting habitats. They prefer 
open roosting areas. 

The project area docs not contain suitable habitat for the Townsend big-eared bat 

ATERRESTRIAL SNAIL 
The range of species is throughout Ca lifomia. Habitat a ssocia tcd with this species is deciduous, coniferous or mixed forests near 
springs or water sources. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for a terrestrial snail. 

SISKIYOU SHOULDERBAND 
The range of species within California is restricted to Northern California in the Klamath-Siskiyou mountains. Habitatassocilted 
with this species is in forested areas with subsurface water, herbaceous vegetation and deciduous leaf litter. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for the Siskiyou shoulderband. 

HIGHCAP LANX 
The range of species within California occuIS in the Eastern Cascades. Habitat associated with this species include spring­
influenced areas of rivers and tnbutaries. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for the Highcap lanx. 

WESTERN PEARLSHELL 
The range of species within California occurs in frresh-water rivers. Habitat associated with this species includes streams and 
large rivers that support salmonoid populations. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for the Western pearlshell 

TEHAMA CHAPARRAL 
The range of species within California is restricted to Shasta, Tehama, Butte and Siskiyou Counties. The habitat associated wilh 
this soecies includes rocky talus near outcrops of limestone and under cover of shrubs oak. leaf litter and woodv debris. 
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The project area docs not contain suitable habitat for Tehama chapanaL 

SISKIYOU HESPERIAN 
The range of species within California is specific to the East Cascade and Klamath mountain ranges. Habitat associated with this 
species includes spring seeps under leaf litter. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for Siskiyou hesperian. 

MONTANE PEACLAM , 
The range of species within California arc specific to Pit river, Eagle lake and Hat creek, therefore out of range of this project. 

CALIFORNIA FLOATER 
The range of species within California occurs in the Northern portion of the state and has been noted in Pit river, Walker river 
and Winow creek therefore out of range of this project. 

NORTHWESTERN POND TURTLE 
The range of species is throughout California. Habitat associated with this species includes ponds, marshes,rivers, streams and 
irrigation ditches usually with aquatic vegetation. This species needs basking sites and suitable upland habitatconsistingofsandy 
banks or grassy open fields. 

The project area does not contain suitable habitat for Northwestern Pond turtle. 

Cultural Resources 
D This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
~ Yes D No Was a current archaeological records check completed? Results discussed below: 
~ Yes D No Was a professional archaeologist consulted? Results discussed below: 
~ Yes D No Was an archaeological survey of the project area completed? Results discussed below: 
0 Yes ~ No Will the project affect any historic, prehistoric, or other archaeological or cultural resources? 
0 This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below: 
A complete archaeology report was prepared by Quentin Mark Arnold. All significant pre-historic or historic archaeological 
sites identified will be protected by flagging and avoidance during implementation. 

Tribal Cultural Resources 
D This topic docs not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
~ Yes D No Was an NARC sacred lands file seateh completed? Results discussed below: 
~ Yes D No Were letter sent out to the Native American contact list? Results discussed below: 
~ Yes D No Was an archaeologicalsurvey oflhc project area completed?Results pertaining to tnbal cultural resources 

discussed below: 
D Yes ~ No Will the project affect any tribal cultural resources? 
D This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below: 
Sacred Lands records check request was sent to the Native American Heritage Commission on 5-14-2025. The Native American 

Heritage Commission stated the Sacred Lands searoh came back negative. Tnl>alnotifica tion letters with map were mailed on 5-
15-2025 to the following Native American groups. No response was received from any of the Native American groups or 
individuals below. 

Karuk Tribe, Orleans and Happy Camp offices 
Shasta Indian Nation 
Shasta Tnbc 

An Archaeological Survey was conducted by a professional cultural specialist, Quentin Mark Arnold for the project area. A 
field survey was completed in July 2025 for the purpose of identifying cultural resources within the project area of potential 
effect. 

Management recommendations included in the Arohaeological Survey Report will be implemented for the project to avoil 
impacts to cultural resources. 

Energy 
~ This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
0 This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below: 
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Geology and Soils 
D This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
lia This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below: 

Soils within the project are mainly comprised of Kang-Beaughton, HoUand.Clallam, Skalan, Gilligan Holland famiJy 
associations. Areas are mostly gra veily loam with. sandy loam and clay loam in sections. The project area does not contain any 
unstable slopes. There are no steep slopes associated with this project that will have heavy equipment operations and there will 
be no excavation or significant soil disturbance associated with this project. 

The proposed treatment will have no Sll!llificant impacts to Geology or Soils. 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
0 This to_E!c does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
D Yes ~ No Would the project generate significant greenhouse gas {GHG) emissions? 
D Yes ~ No Would these GHG emissions result in a significant impact on the environment? Discuss below: 
D Yes ~ No Would the project conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing 
the emissions of greenhouse gases? Discuss below: 

The proposed project would produce limited emissions from: (I) off-road motorized vehicle equipment used for the project 
treatments; (2) from vehicles to transport personnel to and from the project area. Emissions from off-road equipment and 
personnel transport vehicles would be limited during the project and associated emissions would cease once the project 
treatments are complete. Emissions generated by the project would not result in substantial emissions and no impact to climate 
change would occur. • 
Proposed prescnbcd bums of piled material from project treatments will result in short term increases of GHG emissions 
compared to no action baseline conditions. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
D This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
~ This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below: 

The hazardous materials being utilized for this project include diesei gasoline, oil and other fluids associated with motorized 
equipment. Equipment used on this project will not be serviced in locations which could allow oil or fuelto contaminate soil or 
pass into a watercourse. All containers shall be properly labeled and designed to prevent accidentalspillage. 

Operators will have spill kits present at the site. Ifa spill occurs and the situation is safe, the operators will contain the spill and 
prevent the spill from spreading or prevent the spill from expanding. Opera tors will shovel a dike or berm to contain or divert 
the spilled material. Bark, duff, other forest litter or absorbent pads (if available) should be used to absorb spilled material 

The proposed project will not have a significant effect from Hazards or Hazardous Materials. 

!!,ydrology and Water Quality 
LI This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
D Yes ~ No Will the project potentially affect any watercourse or body of water? 
~ This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below: 

The proposed project area in on the North side of Highway 96 with the High.way as a bufferto the Klamath River. Proposed 
treatments are not anticipated to affect the wa tershcd. Mastication treatments will retain chips on the property and any logged 
material will be removed from the project site. 

Land Use and Planning 
~ This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
D This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below: 

Mineral Resources 
~ This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
D This ·to ic could a to this ro • ect, and results of the assessment are rovided below: 
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Noise 
D This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
~ This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below: 

The project area is remotely located and is not within close proximity to a business or residential areas: The proposed project 
will not result in significant adverse impacts to Noise. 

Population and Housing 
~ This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
D This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below: 

Public Services 
~ This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
D This topic could apply to this pf!Jject, and results of the assessment are provided below: 

Recreation 
~ This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
D This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below: 

Transportation and Traffic 
D This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
~ This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below: 

These roads are part of a rural network frequently utilized for the transport of equipment, recreational vehicles, and forest 
products. The project will slightly increase the amount of traffic on the roads but not by a signifteant amount. 

Utilities and Service Systems 
~ This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
D Thi,; topic could apply to this project, and resuhs of the assessment are provided below: 

Wildfire 
D This topic does not apply to this project and was not evaluated further. 
~ This topic could apply to this project, and results of the assessment are provided below: 

This project is post fire restoration with the goaloftreatingcompetingvegetation through sound forest management and decreare 
the future risk of wildfires. 
This project will not increase the risk ofwildfue. 

Changes Made to Avoid Environmental Impacts: 
Hnest and den sites forNorthcrn Spotted Owls, goshawk, raptors, fisher, ringtaiJ, greywoJf or marten arc found during 
the project, all operations in the vicinity will cease until site specific protection measures can be developed. 

H any sensitive plant species are identified before or during implementation of treatments, operators will avoid trampling 
species of concern or rare plants, by hanging equipment exclusion zone flagging (or using pin flags if more effective) and 
directing crews away from the site(s) to protect these species. 

CDFW wolf tracker will be used to verify gray wolf locations before implementation of treatment activities to determine 
whether gray wolves have been documented within or in the vicinity of a treatment area or if the treatment area is within 
the known home range of a documented gray wolf or gray wolf pack. 

Fueling, servicing equipment will be done away from any surface water or water counes. Operators will have spill kits 
and shovels present at the site.Ha spill occurs and the situation is safe. the onerators will contain the m ill and orevent 
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the spill from spreading or prevent the spill from expanding, Operators will shovel a dike or berm to contain or divert 
the spilled material. Bark, duff, or otller forest litter or absorbent pads (If available) should be used to absorb spiJied 
material. • • 

Mandatory Findings of Significance: 

(a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the 
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or 
endangered plant or animai or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California histocy or 
prehistoxy? 

YES 
D 

(b) Does the project ha vc impacts that arc individually limited, but cumulatively considerable? "Cumulative!>' 0 
considerable" means that the incremental effects of a project are considerable when viewed in connection with 
the effects of past projects, the effects of other cum:nt projects, and the effects of probably future projects. 

(c) Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects on human beings, 0 
either directly or indirectly? 

Justification for Use of a Categorical Exemption (discuss why the project Is exempt, cite exemption nmnber(s), and 
describe how the project fits the class): 
Pmsuantto CEQA Section 21080(b )(3) and CEQA guidelines Section I 5304 this project is exempt from CEQA as the project 
consists of minor alterations of vegetation which do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees. 
Treatments will focus on the removal of dead vegetation and aJI standing dead and dying hardwoods and conifers to reduce 
hazards to directly benefit the life and safety of residents and travelling motorists in the area in addition to safer ingress and 
egress of evacuating residents and responding emergency pernonncl. 

Conclusion: 
~ After assessing potential environmental impacts and evaluating the description for the various classes of categorical 
exemptions to CEQA, SVRCD has determined that the project fits within one or more of the exemption classes and no exceptions 
exist at the project site which would preclude the use of this exemption. SVRCD considered the possibility of (a) sensitive 
location, (b) cumulative impact, (c) significant impact due to unusualcircumstances, (d) impacts to scenic highways, (e) act ivitics 
within a hazardous waste site, and (f) significant adverse change to the signii1eance of a historicalrcsource. A notice of exempti>n 
will be filed with the County and the State Clearinghouse. 

D After assessing potential environmental impacts and evaluating the description for the various classes of categorical 
exemptions to CEQA, SVRCD has detennined that the project does not fit within the description for the various exemptiln 
classes or has found that exceptions exist at the project site that precludes the use of a categorical exemption forth is project 
Additicinal environmental review will be conducted and the appropriate CEQA document used may be a negative declaration, 
mitigated negative declaration, or other CEQA document ( e.g., EIR or CaNTP PSA). 
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