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To: 

Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 

CEQA Submit 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 

Project Title: R-1939 DFM-0405-01 3.80-4.00 Replace Pipe, (Lake or Streambed 

Alteration Agreement No. EPIMS-NAP-56225-R3) 

Project Location (Napa County): The Project is located at Napa Creek, in the County 

of Napa, State of California; Latitude 38.30157, Longitude - 122.303892; adjacent to 

2590 1st Street, Napa, CA 94558.  

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has executed Lake 

and Streambed Alteration Agreement EPIMS Notification No. EPIMS-NAP-56225-R3, 

pursuant to Section 1602 of the Fish and Game Code to Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company. 

The Project is limited to the replacement of approximately 145 feet of six-inch diameter 

gas pipe from an existing gas transmission pipeline alignment that runs adjacent to and 

along the top of bank of Napa Creek. Construction methods involve excavating two bell 

holes measuring approximately six-foot long by by six-foot wide by eight-foot deep at 

each end of the replacement section of pipe. An excavator will then excavate a trench 

approximately 135 feet long by two feet wide by eight feet deep following the current 

pipeline alignment and cut the pipeline at each end, remove the existing pipe segment, 

and replace it with a six-inch diameter pipe. The depth of top-of-pipe from top-of-grade 

will be approximately 4 feet. Excavated material will be temporarily side-cast in upland 

areas. Following the completion of pipeline installation, the excavated areas will be 

backfilled with native material and the areas will be returned to pre-construction 

contours and habitat will be restored. Multiple temporary staging and laydown areas 

(less than one acre in total) in upland/agricultural areas will be utilized outside of the 

Napa Creek channel, bank, or riparian zone, pending land agreements. Access roads 

consist of existing walking path from adjacent private property. Site preparation will 

include vegetation clearing and pruning of four riparian trees for access: two coast live 

oak trees (Quercus agrifolia) with diameters at breast height (DBH) of 11 to 15 inches, 

one California walnut (Juglans californica) with DBH of 10 inches, and one Deodara 

cedar (Cedrus deodara) with DBH of 14 inches. In addition to the pruned trees above, 

two willow trees (Salix sp.) with DBH of 11 to 15 inches, and two coast live oaks with 

DBH of 14 top 20 inches will be removed. In addition to tree trimming and removal, 
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approximately 6,000 square feet of understory brush including invasive Himalayan 

blackberry (Rubus armeniacus) and English ivy (Hedera helix) will to be cleared for 

access. 

The Project will result in 0.138 acre (6,000 square feet) and 135 linear feet of temporary 

impacts to stream and riparian habitat. No permanent impacts will occur. 

Public Agency Approving Project: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND 

WILDLIFE  

Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project:  

Craig Geldard 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company  

Senior Manager of Environmental Management 

(925) 286-9590 

Craig.Geldard@pge.com  

300 Lakeside Drive  

Oakland, CA 94612 

Exempt Status: 

 Statutory Exemption.  

 Categorical Exemption. Type – Class 2; California Code of Regulations, title 

14, section 15302 

Reasons why Project is exempt: The Project consists of replacement or reconstruction 

of existing structures and facilities where the new structure will be located on the same 

site as the structure replaced and will have substantially the same purpose and capacity 

as the structure replaced. 

CDFW Contact Person: Nicholas Magnuson, Environmental Scientist, 

Nicholas.Magnuson@wildlife.ca.gov, (707) 815-4166 

Signature:         Date:     

Craig J. Weightman, Environmental Program Manager 

Date received for filing at LCI:      
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