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State Water Resources Control Board

October 6, 2025

Ms. Debbie Lundy
Helix Water District
7811 University Avenue
Las Mesa, CA 91942

HELIX WATER DISTRICT (WATER SYSTEM), INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED
NEGATIVE DECLARATION (IS/MND) FOR THE LAKE JENNINGS CAMPGROUND &
PUBLIC ACCESS RECREATION AMENITY IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT (PROJECT),
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE # 2025090299

Dear Ms. Lundy:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the IS/MND for the proposed Project. The State
Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water (DDW), issues domestic
water supply permits under the Safe Drinking Water Act. This Project falls under DDW's
San Diego District jurisdiction. The San Diego District issues permit amendments
according to the Title 22 California Code of Regulations (Cal. Code Regs.) chapter 16.
Recreational use on and around a domestic water supply reservoir is prohibited unless
specifically authorized in a water supply permit (Cal. Code Regs. § 7626). Public water
systems need a permit amendment for proposed modifications of existing recreational
uses on a water supply reservoir (§ 64556).

The State Water Board, DDW, as a responsible agency under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), has the following comments on the IS/MND:

e The Project will change the recreational uses around Lake Jennings, a domestic
water supply reservoir. Modifications to recreational uses around Lake Jennings
require a water supply permit amendment. Under Section 9 Other Public
Agencies Whose Approval is Required, please include “The project will require a
domestic water supply permit amendment from the State Water Resources
Control Board, Division of Drinking Water, San Diego District for proposed
changes in recreational use around Jennings Lake.”

e The Project will increase stormwater being discharged to Lake Jennings
(Appendix E Hydrology Study, PDF page 14). Proposed work for the
campground appears to disturb more natural areas than at the county site (PDF
page 13). Under X Hydrology and Water Quality a, the IS/MND states that “Due
to the runoff entering Lake Jennings, treatment of stormwater is not required for
the project at the campground site” (PDF page 52, Appendix E Hydrology Study,
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PDF page 14). However, construction at the campground must comply with the
post construction requirements in IV.N of the National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System General Permit for Stormwater Discharges Associated with
Construction and Land Disturbance Activities. Under X Hydrology and Water
Quality a, please specify how post construction best management practices will
be implemented at the campground site to protect drinking water quality.

When the CEQA process is completed, please forward the following items with the

permit application to the State Water Board, DDW San Diego District at

DWPDIST09@waterboards.ca.qgov:

The IS/MND, Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan (MMRP), and comments
received and the lead agency responses as appropriate;

The Resolution or Board Minutes adopting the IS/MND and MMRP, and
approving the Project; and

The Notice of Determination filed at the County Clerk’s Office and the State
Clearinghouse.

Please contact Lori Schmitz of the State Water Board at (916) 449-5285 or
Lori.Schmitz@waterboards.ca.gov, for questions regarding this comment letter.

Sincerely,

Lori

Digitally.signed by
Lori'Schmitz
Date:2025.10.06

Schmitz 10:19:26 -07'00"

Lori Schmitz

Environmental Scientist
Division of Financial Assistance
Special Project Review Unit
1001 | Street, 16™ floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Cc:

State Clearinghouse

Joseph Guzman
District Engineer
San Diego District

William DiBiase
Sanitary Engineer
San Diego District
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